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Newsletter, Spring 1, 2017

Visit our website www.ladybarn.manchester.sch.uk

Welcome back to the new spring term. 

We started back with an amazing staff training day on working with Lego for 
developing children's imagination and computer coding skills. This will be shared with 
the children in the coming months and I know they are going to love these 
lessons. We are a Lego Innovation Studio school now and have invested in an 
excellent set of resources to really inspire the children.

We are looking forward to the rest of the half term, with plenty more activities which
are listed with this letter.

Mrs Vyas

SCHOOL CHARITABLE DONATIONS
On the 29th November, following various different fundraisers, our donations to date for our chosen school
Charity Retrak, were given an incredible boost. Retrak were awarded a special grant where any money raised for
them was matched. It meant that our total donation of £868 became an incredible £1736!
We also donated a fantastic £300, raised from ticket sales for our Christmas performance to the Save the
Children Fund to help children in Syria, and particularly Aleppo. A huge thanks to all who supported us!

CHRISTMAS FAIR AND CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARDS
A big thank you to parents and carers who came along to our
Ladybarn Christmas Fair last half term, it was an brilliant turn
out!
We raise an incredible £800 on the night, along with a further,
amazing £398 for Retrak from sales of our handmade Retrak
Christmas cards. well done to every single child for producing
these with their partners from Uganda!

BRITISH COUNCIL ACCREDITATION
Recently we were awarded a surprise accreditation for outstanding international work for the
whole Kingsway Community Trust! The British Council said they had been following our work on
our websites and were really impressed by our work as a Trust and felt that they had to
acknowledge and celebrate this. This is a special recognition because they have never awarded a
trust an award before! This work has only been possible because of the significant work, vision
and determination from Mrs Asif. She has worked tirelessly to inspire staff and children
regarding diversity and the international dimension of the curriculum.

Autumn 2 Review

NURSERY 
Last term the topic for Nursery was toys. During topic launch day
parents made robots, puppets and other toys with us.
They ventured into the quad to observe and discussed the changes that
happen during Autumn time. They had lots of fun having a jujitsu
session with Mr Mac and will be having a jujitsu workshop on the 25th

January.
The nursery children also took part in the Christmas performance.
They did really well and enjoyed the experience.
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CITY LIFE
For topic launch day Year 5 researched different capital cities around the world and placed them on the world map.
The children explored where Manchester is in relation to the world (including looking at lines of latitude and
longitude). They also completed a quiz based on different buildings in Manchester and what their importance is, for
example, attracting tourists. The children will go on to compare life in Manchester compared with other cities around
the world, using their knowledge of location to begin their exploration of comparisons and contrasts.

GEORGE’S MARVELLOUS PUPPETS
This half term Year 2 will be creating their own puppets to
retell the story of George’s Marvellous Medicine. They are
going to be researching different types of puppets and
looking into the history of puppetry. The children will then
have an opportunity to learn basic sewing skills which they
will need to be able to create their own hand puppets. The
children had a special visit from a puppeteer who explained
all about how puppets are made and put on an exciting
puppet show! Also, look out for more information on an
exciting maths workshop for parents and children in Year 2.

HOMEWORK CLUB DROP IN
Homework club drop ins are available for families to
receive homework help and take place each Monday after
school in the Community Room. Parents must accompany
their children as we would like to share teaching strategies
with them.

GLOBAL DIVERSITY
Year 4 and Year 5 are linking with Discovery Bay International School in Hong Kong this half term for their 
respective topics of China and City Life. The children have been asking their partner classes abroad questions 
about their lives there to help them with their topics. 

DISASTER ZONE!
This term in Year 3, the topic is Disaster Zone! They will
be looking at natural disasters such as Hurricane
Katrina, the Nepalese earthquake, Indonesian Tsunami,
an Icelandic volcano and a flood in Lancashire. On topic
launch day, Johnny Woodhams, Artist and writer,
showed the children artefacts, relics and objects from
an historical flood. Pupils questioned him about
different artefacts and acted as detectives, thinking
about where and when the flood may have happened
by looking at the clues. The children also used these
clues to make a map of the flooded areas.

INVENTORS
Year 1 will be learning about a variety of inventors this
half term. They will be ordering objects from oldest to
newest and making models of parachutes and testing
them. They will also be looking at accidental inventions
and baking their own cookie inventions.
On Topic Launch day they learnt about Frank Epperson
who accidentally invented the ice-lolly (also known as
the popsicle in the US). The children looked at where
different inventions would be useful around the world
and designed their own inventions that we will create in
the future.

PARENT REMINDERS
All School meals are to be paid in advance.
Milk payment of £7 for the term is due for all 
except nursery children who receive it free of 
charge.  The payment deadline is 20th January. 
Online via Parent Pay is our preferred method of 
payment for school meals, milk and any trips

CHINA
The Year 4 topic, ‘Let Asia Amaze Ya’, is all about China. Children will be using maps, globes and digital mapping to
locate China and describe some of its features. They will then learn about the country’s geography in greater depth
with a study of mountains, rivers, cities and famous landmarks. They are all excited about visiting a Chinese
restaurant to experience a range of foods and learn more about Chinese culture.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2

