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By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—A stand-
ing-room-only crowd 
listened for 90 minutes 
as county and municipal 
leaders made their case 
for approval of the up-
coming Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) referendum at 
a public forum held at the 
Rabun County Court-
house last Thursday.

After three years of 
sometimes bitter disputes 
over water, sewer and a 
failed Service Delivery 
Strategy, county and 
municipal officials were 
in full agreement Thurs-
day that passage of the 
SPLOST is needed to 
move a variety of pub-
lic projects forward in 
Rabun County.

“Frankly, Tallulah 
Falls has to have the 
SPLOST,” Mayor Teri 
Dobbs said. “We have to 
have it to make budget, 
just plain and simple.”

“The SPLOST, to us, is 
a lifesaver,” said Dillard 
Mayor Bill Robinson. 
“We get our streets 
paved, we keep our sewer 
up, we just installed a 
water system. I will say 
that the SPLOST to us is 
very important.”

A SPLOST is a special 
one percent sales tax, 
which raises funds for 
public projects. The next 
round of SPLOST will 
generate approximately 
$20 million for city and 
county municipal proj-
ects.

Rabun County voters 
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City, county leaders unite in support of SPLOST

Photo by Rachel Justice Bell
A standing room only crowd was on hand at the Rabun County Courthouse last Thursday as local elected officials discussed the upcoming 
SPLOST referendum.

Accountability and transparency 
needed in process, citizens say

Please see SPLOST, A7

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

While the extensive rainfall hitting Rabun County 
since the beginning of the year has caused heavy flood-
ing throughout the area, mudslides have also become a 
significant problem as a result of this wet weather. 

“We’re dealing with probably four major mudslides. 
We’re just trying to build them back up,” said Scott 
Provance, road director for the Rabun County Road 
Department. 

There have been two mudslides on Bridge Creek Road 
in Tiger, one on Vickers Road in Clayton and one on 
Mountain City Road in Clayton, Provance said. 

Kent Woerner, county commissioner, said that a mud-
slide previously occured on Rainwater Trail in Tiger as 
well. 

Provance said that the department is trying to build 
them up as quickly as the weather allows. 

“Some of the steps include hauling off the material 
and trees that slid down, re-establish the ditch lines 
and shoulders. Some require building back up from the 
bottom with new material to re-establish the roadway 
or shoulder. Lastly, try to get some vegetation growing 
in order to protect the exposed dirt and prevent it from 
sliding anymore,” Provance said. 

Provance noted that there have been no reported acci-
dents as a result of the mudslides. 

Photo courtesy Kent Woerner
A mudslide is shown on Bridge Creek Road in Tiger last Friday, about a mile West of Liberty Church, 
which is located on 2206 Bridge Creek Road.

By Megan Broome
Staff Writer

RABUN GAP— An 
alternative, wireless 
internet service in Rabun 
County was a topic of 
discussion at the De-
velopment Authority of 
Rabun County meeting 
on Monday. 

Trent Hall with North 
Georgia Wireless attend-
ed the meeting and ex-
plained the services that 
the company offers. 

“We’ve done this same 
type of internet company 
in western North Caroli-
na, where we are from,” 

BARRICK STEIL

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

SKY VALLEY— Hav-
ing lived in Sky Valley 
for more than four 
decades, Moody Barrick 
plans to use his knowl-
edge from working in the 
city for several years to 
move Sky Valley forward 
while serving as a city 
council member.  

“I’ve lived here for 
almost 45 years and 
worked for the city for 
several years, and now 
that I’m retired, I’ve got 
some time and I think my 
past experience would 
be helpful on the council 
when they’re making 
lots of decisions about 
the operation of the city,” 
Barrick said. 

Barrick worked for the 

City 
of Sky 
Valley 
from 
1987 to 
2003. 
He then 
started 
work 
in the 
City of 
Clayton 
in Sep-
tember 
of 2003. 

Barrick hopes to main-

Barrick wants to put his 
experience to work

Steil wants to use skills to
give back to community

Please see BARRICK, A3

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer 

SKY VALLEY— Hollie 
Steil wants to spend her 
time giving back to her 
community and use the 
skills she gained as a 
school administrator for 
35 years to serve citizens 
of Sky Valley as their 
new city council member. 

 “I feel like it’s incum-

bent for all of us to give 
back to our communities, 
and now that I’m retired, 
I have the time to do so,” 
said Hollie Steil, candi-
date for council member, 
in a phone interview. 

Steil’s professional 
responsibilities included 
communicating the goals 
and missions of the orga-
nization, working within 
the framework of re-

sources 
includ-
ing per-
sonnel 
and the 
budget, 
and 
being 
cogni-
zant of 
local, 
state 
and 
federal 
guidelines and regula-
tions. 

Please see STEIL, A3

Heavy rains are 
taking a toll on 
county roads

Wireless 
Internet
provider 
coming
to Rabun

Please see ISP, A2
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VICKI’S RESTAURANT

Rabun Flea Market
Hwy. 441 North, Rabun Gap, GA

706-746-2837
Open March 30, 2019

8-4 Every Saturday & Sunday

ALL YOU CAN EAT 

CATFISH 
BUFFET
Open Friday,

March 29, 2019

Friday Nights
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

706-746-7141
Sunday Cafe Lunch 11AM-2PM

Thank you!
We would like to thank everyone that has done 

so much for us during this time of Chuck’s 
illness. All the prayers and love, visits, cards, 

phone calls and for the contributions to the raffle 
fundraiser giving from their hearts. We can’t 

thank you enough for God and his love. Chuck 
continues to battle the lung fibrosis and cancer.

Chuck and Brenda S. Hooper

have approved a SPLOST 
six times previously.

New SPLOST funding, 
if approved by voters 
March 19, will go toward 
a variety of projects in lo-
cal municipalities, as well 
as increasing bed space 
at the county jail. A new 
office for the Sheriff’s De-
partment and upgrades 
to courthouse facilities, 
in addition to road work, 
would also be paid for 
from SPLOST funds.

“When I came into 
office in 2017, there was 
an average daily popula-
tion of about 90 people in 
our detention center at 
that point,” Sheriff Chad 
Nichols said. “It’s steadily 
risen since then. Some 
days it’s gotten up to 133 
(inmates). That’s one of 
the main reasons our 
jail in Rabun County is 
in need of expansion. It’s 
not a problem unique to 
Rabun County. It’s pretty 
much statewide and a 
result of the Criminal 
Justice Reform Act of 
2012-13.”

Thursday’s forum, 
sponsored by The League 
of Women Voters of 
Rabun County and The 
Clayton Tribune, was 
designed to provide infor-
mation about the upcom-
ing SPLOST referendum.

Only Sky Valley and 
Mountain City did not 
send representatives 
Thursday.

Two main themes 
emerged over the course 
of the evening – the need 
for transparency and 
for local governments to 
work together.

“One of the times we all 
get together as city and 
county leaders is through 
the SPLOST discussions,” 
county commissioner 
Stephen Arbitter said.

“I see how much this 
means to not just the 
county, but to each of the 
individual cities,” coun-
ty commissioner Scott 
Crane added.

“We’re not only thank-
ful, we’ve very happy that 
we’re being included in 
the SPLOST this year,” 
said Clayton council 
member Carl Butler. 
“We are allocating $1.5 
million for roads and 
streets. It’s going to be 
dedicated almost entirely 
to downtown. We need a 
lot of work on our infra-
structure downtown. We 
are doing a major push on 
this with SPLOST mon-
ey.”

Tiger council member 
Mike Carnes said his city 
will use a large portion of 
SPLOST funds for roads 
and resurfacing if voters 
pass the referendum.

“One of those roads has 
become unsafe for the 
(school) bus to travel on,” 
Carnes added. “Some of 
our sidewalks were built 
in the 1960s. They’re 
dangerous for our young 
people to walk on, let 
alone our older people.”

Carolee Williams, 
representing the Rabun 
County Coalition for 
Good Government, said 
citizens expect more com-
munication and trans-
parency going forward 
regardless of the SPLOST 
outcome.

“We fully understand 
the value of SPLOST 
income to our communi-
ty, and the fact is we do 
need the money,” Wil-

liams said. “We strongly 
believe that unless the 
county commits to new 
ways to communicate, 
and new ways of spending 
tax dollars, this SPLOST 
will be defeated. We are 
not against the concept 
of SPLOST, but we may 
need a time out of one 
year to all work together 
to improve relationships 
and to sustain and devel-
op comprehensive plans 
for a future SPLOST. 
Rabun County citizens 
should no long be held 
hostage to petty politics, 
past grievances, or prior 
dispute. Our future de-
pends on it.”

Williams said the citi-
zens group will like to see 
the formation of a citizen 
advisory committee to 
evaluate and report on 
SPLOST projects.

While generally op-
posed to the creation of a 
new committee, county 
officials agreed that com-
munication is vital.

“I’m a newly elected 
official,” Crane said. “As 
a citizen, I was frustrated 
by the communication 
between the county and 
the cities in the SDS and 
the sewer wars. We are 
communicating (now). We 
want to be transparent. 
We want to let you know 
what we do with your 
money. That should never 
be in doubt. I want this 
to end just as bad as you 
want this to end. We’re 
not going to get anywhere 
fighting with each other. 
We are communicating. 

We are working together.”
Arbitter pointed out 

that SDS and SPLOST are 
two different issues.

“SPLOST is one area 
where I’ve seen tremen-
dous work between the 
cities and the county. It’s 
one issue where all the 
oars are pulling together.”

Arbitter said he would 
commit to meeting with 
the citizen’s group as 
often as necessary, but 
was not in favor of adding 
another committee.

“With no disrespect 
to the group that’s come 
together, I’ve been doing 
this six years, and this is 

the third different group 
that has come up with 
the same idea, that they 
want to form a non-elect-
ed advisory board to help 
us do our job,” he said. 
“You all have the power. 
If you don’t like what I’m 
doing, kick the bums out. 
Unelected people have 
no power over decisions 
about your money.”

“I was elected by the 
people of this county to do 
this job, and that’s the job 
I’m going to do,” Crane 
added. 

“We’re not looking for 
power or to make decisions 
on your behalf,” Williams 

responded. “We just want 
communication.”

Using the example of the 
jail expansion, Crane said 
there are some projects 
that will need to proceed 
with or without SPLOST 
funding.

“Nobody wants a (jail 
expansion),” Crane said. 
“The sheriff doesn’t want 
to have to build it, it’s not 
popular, but it’s one of 
those things we have to put 
up with. White County, for 
example, had overcrowd-
ing, they didn’t build a new 
jail and somebody got hurt 
and the county got sued 
and they forced them to 
build a new jail. We have 
people laying on mats 
down there in the multi-
use room. It’s one of those 
things you don’t want to 
hear, it’s not popular, but 
it’s needed. Sewer and wa-
ter, infrastructure, those 
are what the SPLOST is 
designed for.”

Clayton council mem-
ber Michelle Duquette 
said the city will be as 
transparent as possible 
with the way it utilizes 
SPLOST funding.

“We can put something 
in the paper to update the 
status of these projects if 
you want us to,” Duquette 
said. “We can update our 
website. We will put it out 
there. You can go by city 
hall and see a list of roads 
and they’re in the order 
or priority. We need more 
(funds) honestly, but we’ll 
use whatever we have and 
continue to prioritize.”

Crane said the county 
supports Clayton’s plans for 
downtown improvements.

“Clayton is the heart-
beat of Rabun County,” 
he said. “We want to see 
them thrive, because 
when they thrive, we 
thrive as a county. Work-
ing together only benefits 
all of us.” 

Clayton Council Member Carl Butler said the city will use its SPLOST funds to improve infrastructure in 
the downtown area and for other projects.

Tallulah Falls Mayor Terri Dobbs makes a point during the community forum on SPLOST last week.

Megan Broome/The Clayton Tribune
Michelle Duquette, left, Clayton council member, joins County Administrator Darrin Giles and County Commissioner Scott Crane in a 
light-hearted moment prior to last week’s SPLOST forum.

Rabun County Sheriff Chad Nichols talks about the need to expand the county jail as Dillard Mayor Bill 
Robinson listens.

SPLOST
nCONTINUED FROM PAGE A1




