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THE REAL GORDON’S REGIMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
The regiment was raised in the Gordon controlled territory of Strathavan, in the Speyside area of 
Scotland. This area is famous for its ubiquitous whiskey distilleries, and the small town of Minimore 
(also written as Monymore), from where the regiment gets its name, was very close to the modern 
distillery town of Glen Livet. 
 

 
 
The men were initially raised in 1639 by William Gordon to form part of Donald Farquarson of 
Monaltrie's regiment, together with troops raised on Deeside. Gordon was rewarded for his efforts 
by being given an officer’s commission in the regiment. This regiment was raised in support of 
Gordon chieftain and overlord, the Marquis of Huntly's Royalist rebellion in support of the king 
during the First Bishop’s War. Monaltrie had married into the Gordon clan and was keen to show his 
support for his new family. 
 

2nd Marquis of Huntly, Gordon chieftain and warlord 
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When newly raised, the regiment was said to be armed in the traditional Highland fashion. The 
wealthier Highlanders were armed with firelocks, or doglock muskets. The rest had bows. Shortly 
after this, the regiment was armed with muskets and pikes, making it a regular standing regiment. 
What it lacked, however, was training.  
 
The traditional Highland way of waging war, heavily armed and armoured men in a large body, had 
disappeared over the past fifty years as firearms had become more prevalent in Scotland. What we 
now think of as the traditional form of Highland warfare - the men swarming forward to deliver a 
devastating volley of musketry, culminating in the Highland charge -  only came into existence during 
the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, in 1644.  
 
During the Bishops Wars the Highlanders were still learning about modern warfare, and it showed. 
Monaltrie's regiment is thought to have been at the battle of Megray Hill (near Stonheaven) in  June 
1639, where the Royalists were roundly defeated by Montrose’s Covenanters. The regiment was 
noted for its lack of experience and discipline at this action.  
 
A few days later, at the Brig o Dee, near Aberdeen, the defending Royalists were overwhelmed by 
the Covenanters, and the city of Aberdeen, which had declared for the king, was at their mercy.  
 
I can find no mention of which units were defending the city, but Monaltrie’s (minus casualties and 
deserters) would almost certainly have been present.  
 
Fortunately for all concerned, this battle occurred just one day after the Pacification of Berwick was 
concluded; word swiftly reached Montrose that the war was over and the losers were spared the full 
consequences of supporting a defeated rebellion. Following this, the regiment was disbanded.  
 
The regiment was raised again in early 1644, once again in support of an uprising sponsored by the 
Marquis of Huntly, when the First English Civil War expanded into the Wars of the Three Kingdoms 
following the Covenanter government’s decision to enter that conflict on the side of the English 
Parliament. William Gordon was once again appointed as an officer and the men were again armed 
with pikes and muskets. On this occasion, however, they also received instruction on the use of 
these weapons in a pitched battle. This would have been from Irish officers who had arrived with 
Alasdair Mac Colla to assist the uprising, the Irish being more experienced in modern warfare due to 
their numerous rebellions against English rule. 
 
The unit fought at Fyvie and Inverary, two Royalist victories against a more numerous foe, in 1644 
under Montrose, who had abandoned the Covenanters. The regiment played a full part in both 
battles without being particularly distinguished. They then wintered in Aberdeen, once again in 
Royalist hands after the Covenanter garrison was defeated. The Covenanters had hoped the 
rebellion would wither and die over the winter, but when this failed to happen they withdrew 
experienced regiments from their army in England, thus fulfilling part of the purpose of the 
rebellion, and reinforced the forces trying to suppress Montrose. In March 1645 Monaltrie was killed 
at Aberdeen during a surprise attack by these Covenanters under Hurry's command. Following this 
event the Strathavan men were formed into a regiment of their own led by Col. William Gordon. 
They appear to have been issued with new Colours, described by a witness- 
 

"Upon Monday the 15th of April he [Huntly] returned about six hours at even to Aberdeen he 
caused make some ensigns where upon ilk side was drawn a red rampant lion having a 
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crown of gold above his head a 'CR' for Charles Rex having the motto 'For God the king and 
against all traitors' and beneath 'God save the king'. There were diverse others made for the 
barons. The marquis and his followers wore a black taffeta about their craig whilk was a 
sign to fight to the death but it proved otherwise." 

 
An excerpt from  

THE HISTORY OF THE TROUBLES AND MEMORABLE TRANSACTIONS IN SCOTLAND DURING THE REIGN OF CHARLES I  
by John Spalding, Commissary Clerk, Aberdeen 

 

During the remainder of 1645, the regiment was present at the battles of Auldearn (300 men), 
Alford (200 men) and Kilsyth. At Auldearn they had their most prominent role as they were 
instrumental in helping to drive back the Covenanter attack, pouring continuous volleys of musketry 
into the advancing government troops. Curiously, the regiment received considerable criticism for 
this at the time - the poets who wrote about the action seem to have believed that it would have 
been preferable for the three hundred Highlanders to launch a wild charge at the two thousand 
attacking Covenanters, rather than remain in place for several hours providing a continuous 
harassing fire, causing disruption to Covenanter ranks and a constant stream of casualties to break 
up their assaults on the main Royalist defences.  
 
Fortunately, William Gordon however was more of a tactician than a romantic, and he realised such 
a charge would be glorious and short, but also suicidally stupid against a foe who were well armed 
and who would have enough time to fire several devastating volleys into the Highland ranks before 
they charged home.  
 
The regiment was not at Montrose's defeat at Philiphaugh, being away from the army with Huntly, 
who took them off to raid Campbell lands. This was justified as drawing Campbell troops away from 
the main Covenanter army, but was also part of the ongoing feud between Gordons and Campbells 
that both pre- and post-dated the wars. The regiment fought on after Montrose's campaigning was 
over, taking part in Huntly's infamous storming of Aberdeen in 1646.          
 
The regiment was disbanded later in 1646 after the Royalists were defeated in Scotland, however 
William Gordon, a staunch Catholic, never ceased to resist the Covenanter government and never 
abandoned the Royalist cause. He was an active and unwavering supporter of the Stuarts his whole 
life and unlike many of his Royalist contemporaries, he was fortunate enough to die peacefully of old 
age in 1674.  
 
 
 
 

Written by Declan McCabe 
 

 


