
PROTECTING SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS

Case Study:

Urban Library, East Coast



The Challenge: Protect Collections  
While Promoting Access 

They decided that day use lockers 
would be the ideal solution, but 
they knew typical high-school 
type lockers would not provide 
the functionality or aesthetic 
appeal they were looking for. 
They wanted the lockers to be: 

• Secure
• ADA-compliant 
• Integrated with the building’s 

new interior design 
• Sturdy and durable to minimize 

maintenance headaches 
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CASE STUDY: Protecting Special Collections

The lockers provide 
secure storage  

and a convenient  
work surface.

Spacesaver’s Day Use Lockers secure personal 
belongings while patrons conduct research in a major 
urban library’s special collections area. 

When this major urban library underwent a complete interior renovation, staff wanted to improve public 
access to the expanded special collections area while limiting the risk of lost or damaged collection 
items. They decided that prohibiting food and drink, bags, and backpacks would help prevent such loss 
or damage. But because a cafe would be located on the library premises and because patrons would 
frequently bring purses, bags, and other items to the library, the design team recognized the need to 
provide secure temporary storage for prohibited items near the special collections area.

PRODUCT DETAILS 

• 2-tier 36" Tall  
Day Use Lockers

• Steel Frame in Black 
• Doors and Surround in  

White Oak Veneer 
• Digilock Keypads
• 4” Recessed Base 



The Solution: Day Use Lockers 
Protect Collections 

The Result: Protection for 
Generations to Come 

The design team worked with the project architects 
and their local Spacesaver representative to develop 
a personal storage solution that would meet their 
goals. They chose a sturdy steel locker frame encased 
in custom wooden doors and surrounds. They 
opted for two banks of two-tiered lockers in “island” 
configurations, which provide convenient “landing 
pads” or work surfaces in addition to functional storage. 
They also wanted to avoid issues that can arise with lost 
keys, so they chose a keypad lock with an integrated, 
easy-to-use handle. 

The locker “islands” do double duty by providing secure 
storage for personal belongings as well as a convenient 
work surface. With their custom white oak doors and 
surrounds, the lockers repeat design elements found in 
the building’s dramatic stairways, information desks, and 
other areas. Perhaps most importantly, the lockers help 
ensure that the library’s special collections will remain 
protected and accessible for generations to come.   
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The design team wanted lockers that would  
reflect the rest of the library’s interior design. 



Smart Insights for Your Planning Process

800.492.3434  |  www.spacesaver.com

Whether you’re planning a small update, a major renovation, or a brand-new facility, 
be sure to tap into the Spacesaver team’s extensive expertise. We can explain all your 
options and help ensure that your storage design goals are met or exceeded.

Contact us to arrange a free, no-obligation consultation. 

Spacesaver Corporation
1450 Janesville Avenue

Fort Atkinson, WI 53538-2798
800.492.3434

www.spacesaver.com
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