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WEDDING
VOWS

Written by: Liverpool Celebrant
Lorraine Hull
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Decide whether you want to choose/write your vows
together, or separately, and also whether you want to
keep them a secret, until your wedding day.

Decide how you want your vows to come across.
Do you want them to be sincere, timeless, humorous,
poetic or romantic - or a combination?

Decide if you want them to be completely unique or do
you also want to include elements from more traditional
vows?
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If you write your own vows (especially if they are any
longer than about three lines) I suggest that you read
them, rather than repeating after your Celebrant
(or trying to remember them!).
Your Celebrant will print them for you
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You may want to sign, or have bi-lingual vows, or prefer
to use symbolic elements, rather than words; none of
these things will be a problem for your Celebrant - you
just need to tell them and
let them help you.
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Maybe you feel that you don't need lots of words?
If it's right for you, maybe all you need is for your
Celebrant, or someone else, to ask you if you want to
spend the rest of your life in marriage
and for you to say "I DO"
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If you want something familiar, these are very
traditional vows and they remain extremely popular:

I call upon everyone present to witness
That I ___________,
Take thee, ____________
To be my wedded husband/wife,
To have and to hold from this day forward,
For better for worse,
For richer for poorer,
In sickness and in health,
To love and to cherish,
Till death us do part
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Duet vows are fairly new; they are a great way of personalising your ceremony
and celebrating not only your love and commitment, but also what makes you
similar (and different) to each other.
You each take turns to make a promise and finish by repeating the last one
together.
The following vows include a little humour, but they work just as well without;
the important thing is that they fit you, and your personalities.
I usually suggest that you start, and finish, with something similar to each
other and don’t end on a joke - but it certainly isn’t a rule; it’s your day and you
can say whatever you want to, whenever you want to!

a

I promise to love you, for better or for worse, for
richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health,
whether (insert sporting team) are
winning...drawing...or losing...

b

I promise to love you, for better or for worse, for
richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, and
whether or not you’ve had a full night’s sleep... or
need food.

a

I promise to try to take things seriously.

b

I promise to try to see the lighter side of things.

a

I promise to pay attention to details.

b

I promise to try to see the bigger picture.

a

I promise to believe in you even when you don’t
believe in yourself.

b

I promise to remind you of how awesome you are.

a

I promise to put you first.

b

I promise to put you first.

a&b

I promise to love you unconditionally through all of
our adventures together.
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If you prefer, you could use one (or more) of these vows, either
as they are, or as inspiration - add, remove, or change anything
to make them your own (but remember, sometimes 'less' is
'more')
I promise, as your partner/husband/wife,
I will love you,
care for you, and support you,
through all that our lives may bring.
I loved you yesterday.
I love you today
and I promise to love you in all of my tomorrows.
I vow that I will be you faithful soul mate
and share with you whatever life sends us.
I call upon everyone present to witness my promises
That I will love and support you with compassion,
Respect you and be proud to be married to you,
Cherish you no matter what may happen,
And I will enjoy and appreciate your love always.

I promise to encourage and inspire you,
I promise to love you when life seems easy
and when it seems difficult.
To laugh with you in good times,
and to comfort you in times of sorrow and struggle.
I promise to cherish you
To be faithful to you
and to always hold you in the highest regard.
These things I promise to you today,
and all the days of our life.
I promise to love, support and care for you,
remain faithful to you
and be your true friend, always and forever.
With all my love, I take you to be my partner/husband/wife.
I will love you through the good and the bad,
through joy and sorrow.
Together we will face all of life's experiences
and share one another's dreams and goals.
I promise from now onward, you will never walk alone.
My heart will be your shelter;
My arms will be your home.
I promise I will be your equal partner
In an honest, supportive and respectful relationship,
for as long as I live.
I promise you that I will uphold our marriage vows
and I will love and be with you all the days of my life.
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If you want something original but you are still unsure
how to start, you could consider the following questions
and let your answers guide you in what you want to say.
Don’t worry, you don’t need to include everything – some
questions may not apply, or resonate with you, or you
may have more relevant ones of your own...

What does marriage mean to you?
Why are you getting married to your partner?
How do you want your partner to feel as they hear your vows?
Is there something especially kind that your partner does for you?
Is there something that they do that drives you mad
or gets on your nerves?
Who always has control of the remote!
What do they do that can always make you smile or laugh?
What do you absolutely love about them, and only them?
What difference have they made to your life?
In what ways are you the same?
In what ways are you COMPLETELY different?
How do they make you feel about yourself?
What do you miss, about them, when you are apart?
What do you admire about them?
How do they inspire you?
What goals or dreams do you share?
Why will you always love them?
Is there something special you want to promise?
Where do you see you both being in 1 year?
5 years? 50 years?
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Finally, if you are still feeling
unsure, lost, or overwhelmed:
PLEASE DON'T KEEP IT TO YOURSELF!
As with anything (and everything) else to do with
your ceremony, if you have any questions, worries
or concerns, tell your Celebrant
and let them help you.

If I am your Celebrant, I will always support you
during your wedding ceremony planning as much as
you want me to - including suggesting, or creating,
vows that are absolutely perfect for you...
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