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In Music of Displacement (Ağıt), Hezarfen Ensemble 
opens a window to reflection on the fates of peoples close to the borders of and within 
Turkey who have suffered displacement due to war from the last century to today. From 
the mass 1915-1923 Armenian, Greek and Turkish population displacements and 
exchanges in the wake of the First World War and Turkey’s struggle for independence, to 

Palestinian tragedies in Israel in 1948, Lebanon in 1980, 
Kurdish forced migrations within Turkey in the 1980’s, 
and finally to the Syrian refugees pouring across the 
border into Turkey today, the areas surrounding Anatolia 
have had more than their share of troubles due to war in 
the last century--even within the last 20 years. Central 
to this program, period photo stills accompanied by the 
powerfully evocative poetry and writings of Yaşar Kemal, 

Mahmoud Darwish, Giorgos Seferis and refugee authors are interspersed between each 
work, with the instrumental pieces themselves reflections by each composer on events 
that have shaped history and the lives of so many. Through poetry, visuals and music, 
this program reflects on the consequences of ‘idealistic’ political agendas and nation-
building projects that irrevocably shaped the destinies of so many.

Music by Charalabopoulos, 
Gedizlioğlu, Odeh-Tamimi, Kyriakides, 
Kanajan, Akyol and Alkhouri

This sun was mine and 
yours; we shared it.  
– Georgios Seferis

My father says
Love your homeland
My homeland is divided 
into two Which part 
should I love? – Neşe Yaşın



Music of Displacement (Ağıt)
with Verse and Images

Dépaysement (2014)*
Manos Charalabopoulos (Greece) for ensemble

Susma (2007)
Zeynep Gedizlioğlu (Turkey)

Shatilla (2005)
Samir Odeh-Tamimi (Palestine) for Violin, Violoncello, Clarinet/
Bass clarinet and piano

Toponymy (2014)*
Yannis Kyriakidis (Cyprus) for string quartet & computer 

Remembrances (2006)
Taner Akyol (Kurdish) for string quartet & bağlama

Ag( )t (2014)*
Chatschatur Kanajan (Armenia)

Lament (2014)*
Bassem Alkhouri (Syria)

*Commissioned for Hezarfen Ensemble



Hezarfen Ensemble
Cem Önertürk (Flute), Nusret İspir (Clarinet), Amy Salsgiver (Percussion) 

Müge Hendekli (Piano) Taner Akyol (Bağlama), 
Özcan Ulucan (Violin), Nilay Sancar (Violin),  

Ulrich Mertin (Viola) Ozan Tunca (Violoncello), Daniel Cohen (Conductor), 
Michael Ellison (Project Producer)

Video: NOHlab – Deniz Kader & Candaş Şişman
Poetry: Yaşar Kemal, Giorgos Seferis, Mahmoud Darwish, Neşe Yaşın,  

Okan Say, Takis Varvitsiotis, Aspasia Georgiou

Voiceover: Nursel Köse, Michael Ellison, Bassem Alkhouri, Yasemin Ellison, 
Sound design: Ulrich Mertin, Erdem Helvacıoğlu



On the origins of 
Hezarfen Ensemble’s Music of 
Displacement (Ağıt) program

The theme of displacement is a central one of our time. 2015 was noteworthy as being 
the year with the most refugees in the world ever since 1945. Such an uprooted destiny 
has befallen various peoples time 
and time again in the areas both 
inside of and around Turkey over 
the last 100 years. Over and over 
again, the same sights have been 
witnessed—innocent people 
displaced by war, by politics, 
ethnicities who had lived in perfect 
harmony now forced to distinguish 
one from another by religion or 
blood, to separate and turn against their former neighbors with whom they shared so 
much. Brothers become enemies, human beings are robbed of the most basic rights to 
peaceful existence, even in very the place they were born… Right now there is Syria, and 
before that Kosovo, and before that Kurdish forced migrations to cities, and Cyprus, 

…There he [still] sits, Hüseyin Bey, singing in 
an undertone. He sings for his fairy love whose 
head only he can see on the water, and he sings 
to the unending columns of cranes flying past... 
He sings to the red earth and green pastures of 
Mount Esrük, and the breeze flows down to 
him from the mountain – Yaşar Kemal



and Palestine and of course the extremely painful Greece-Turkey population exchange in 
1923, with of course the Armenian exodus to begin the century. 
Returning to 2015, very little has changed, as we see in the countless refuges coming 
from Syria into Turkey and its surrounding neighbors. 

In creating a unified programme around displacement, Hezarfen Ensemble utilized 
an already existing circle of composers we were eager to work with from most of these 

countries. We conceived of the idea of 
displacement as a unified theme through 
the programme, framed by the lines of 
perhaps the most profound poet of those 
exiled in the past century in Turkey ‘who 
have no voice for themselves’–the great 

novelist Yaşar Kemal, poet Seferis and Neşe Yaşın.. Along with Kemal’s lines, a number of 
suggestive archival photographs frame each piece. Yet each composer has complete freedom 
of theme—we wanted to hear what the composers had to say individually on these subjects, 
preferring not to imitate certain current governments and its complicit media who behave 
as though they have the right to prescribe what those of a certain nationality or group are to 
think, or suppress and regulate it out of the public sphere.

Out of this powerful idea of displacement, thanks to the superb cooperation of Klangzeit 
Festival in its original production in 2014, came four world premieres: by Manos 
Charalabopoulos (Greece), Chatschatur Kanajan (Armenia), Yannis Kyriakides (Cyprus), 
and Bassem Alkhouri (Syria). These are complemented by three brilliant works Hezarfen 
Ensemble has already played in which similarly related events had inspired their creators 
“Shatila” of Samir Odeh-Tamimi (Palestine) “Susma” by Zeynep Gedizlioğlu (Turkey) 
and “Remembrances” of Taner Akyol, a Kurdish composer from Dersim in Eastern 
Turkey. For some, close to a particular side of any of the conflicts that forced these 
migrations, this material might threaten accepted views of history. But this program takes 
no political stance. Rather than arguing details, we prefer to simply show images, read 
poetry, and lament the plight of all these peoples who had lived in homes before and have 
none, who lost their homes, their lives, and perhaps their souls as a result of war. To step 
back for a moment and let these words, images and music give us a moment to reflect on 
all that has happened in this part of the world, so recently. 

Michael Ellison

The way is still long and full of mines and obstacles. Still closed. And the end of the 
road is still unknown. After the siege, after the revolution and after the war there is a 
dream that connects us all.Blessed is the one who will cross the road in the end. – Razan, 
2013, the before she was taken hostage in a suburb of Damascus

Who knows what proud woman this belt 
adorned? … He comes from Van with his 
family. Refugees... – Yaşar Kemal, Kimsecik



Biography
Since its formation in January 2010, Hezarfen Ensemble has had an enormous impact 
on the contemporary music scene in Istanbul. It has given countless Turkish premieres 
of works by composers from around the world in innovative formats, while presenting 
Turkish works to European audiences as well as in Turkey itself.  Hezarfen Ensemble 
has appeared on major European festivals including MärzMusik, (Berlin, 2013) 
Rotterdam Operadagen (2012), Klangzeit Festival Münster (2013), Istanbul Music 
Festival (2011-12), and at Borusan Music House (2010-2015), Akbank Sanat (2011), 
Boğaziçi University (2013), Bilkent University New Music Days (2011/15) Institut 
Francais (2011), Saygun Centre (Izmir, 2012), Koç University (2015) and Goethe 
Institute (2011-15) in Turkey, helping Essen celebrate its year as European cultural 
capital along with Istanbul in 2010. Two projects in 2015-16 will introduce Hezarfen 
Ensemble to audiences in Trieste and Rome, Italy, for the first time. Hezarfen Ensemble’s 
interdisciplinary work ranges from integrating electronics, text and video (Music of 
Displacement) to projects with dance, Music Theatre and chamber opera. From 2015-
2020, Hezarfen Ensemble will take part in Beyond East and West a European Research 
Council (ERC) grant, awarded to world-leading research projects based in Europe, 
to facilitate Hezarfen Ensemble’s long-term goal of integrating Turkish traditional 
instruments and voices into contemporary music. In 2016, together with NohLab 
(Istanbul) and Bodies in Flight (UK), Hezarfen will premiere Simon Jones’ multi-media 
version of Yasar Kemal’s Deniz Küstü on the Istanbul Music Festival.
Hezarfen Ensemble has commissioned and premiered new works by Onur Türkmen, 
Turgüt Pögün, Özkan Manav, Chatschatur Kanajan, Yannis Kyriakides, Samir Odeh-
Tamimi, Taner Akyol, Ed Bennett, Kamran Ince, and Adrian Hart, amongst many others, 
and collaborated with VocaalLAB (NL), Yurodny (Ireland), and Adapter (Germany), 
working with guest conductors such as Lucas Vis, Gergely Madaras, and Daniel Cohen. 
Hezarfen Ensemble was named ‘Best Chamber Music Ensemble’ by Andante Magazine 
(Turkey) in 2012. Through its residency at MIAM and its educational programmes across 
Turkey in partnership with British Council, it plays a key role in the development of 
new musical voices, providing workshop, commission and performance opportunities to 
young composers from from within Turkey and beyond.
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