
 
 
Alon and Rachel Liel - Visit to South Africa, February 5th-12th, 2018. 
 
This short report will summarise the main outcomes of the visit to SA Jewry of Alon Liel, former Israel 
ambassador to SA, and Rachel Liel, former director of the New Israel Fund in Israel. They were invited by 
members of the new platform for pro-peace SA Jews, SISO SA (www.siso.org.il/sisosa), who funded their 
flight tickets, including accommodation costs. 
Alon and Rachel Liel’s spot-on for this visit was to meet with people who want to engage with and listen 
to what they have to say. The visit included the following:  
 

❖ Six Jewish community lunch/supper gatherings, both with SISO SA supporters and people who 
are interested in Alon and Rachel’s perspectives on Israel’s democracy nowadays. Number of 
people attending these gatherings was between 10-40 people. 

 

 
 

❖ a dinner with ANC veterans. 

     
 

❖ Three meetings with prominent leaders from the Jewish community. 
 

❖ Two meeting with the South African Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD), both of Gauteng Council 
and Cape Councils. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.siso.org.il/sisosa


 
❖ Four main events, including: 

➢ Working for Peace and Democracy in Israel - Rachel Liel, hosted by the Union of Jewish 
Women (UJW) Johannesburg. Attended by about 30 women. 

 
 

➢ Israel and Palestine: What lies ahead? - Panel Discussion with Alon Liel, Na'eem Jeenah 
and Benjamin Pogrund, moderated by Michael Kransdorff, hosted by Liliesleaf. Attended 
by 60 participants, and covered by the SAJR (Harsh realities of Israel-Palestine situation 
debated), including a picture on the front page: 

 
 

➢ How to keep Israel a democratic and Jewish State? Discussion with Alon and Rachel 
Liel, moderated by Michael Bagarim, including Lunch at Wynberg Shul, Temple Israel. 
Attended by 80 people. 

 

http://www.sajr.co.za/news-and-articles/2018/02/08/harsh-realities-of-israel-palestine-situation-debated
http://www.sajr.co.za/news-and-articles/2018/02/08/harsh-realities-of-israel-palestine-situation-debated


 
➢ South-Africa Israel Relations: Memories of a Former Israeli Ambassador of his Years 

with Mandela, hosted by the Kaplan Center, Cape Town Jewish Museum and South 
African Institute for International Affairs. Attended by 145 people.  

 
* To listen to the Alon’s talk online, click here. 

After the talk, ambassador Liel answered Q&As from the audience, including on issues 
related to BDS, Israel’s security, the comparison with Apartheid, among others. Gerald 
Potash, who came to this event, wrote in his weekly newsletter: 

“One of the highlights of my week was on Sunday evening, listening to 
the lecture delivered by Dr. Alon Liel ... Without a note, he told of his meetings 
with Nelson Mandela (exactly 28 years to the day, that Madiba had been 
released from prison)... This academic, who has written eight books, told 
background stories that opened my eyes to the current Israeli/Palestinian 
situation. How often do you go to a lecture and wish it simply carried on for 
another hour?” 

 

Backlash from non-inclusive parts of the community: 
We encountered resistance to the visit. Some suggested that Alon/Rachel Liel should not be hosted at a 
Jewish venue. Other Jewish organisations and institutions in SA refused to host them, erroneously 
claiming they support BDS, which was strongly refuted by both Alon and Rachel. Such claims were 
routinely spread by some of the representative organisations, with threats of sanctions to community 
bodies intending to host the Liels also being made. 
 Some community members  were  almost convinced by these allegations, until meeting with Alon and 
Rachel , and listening to what they had to say. These people came on board with SISO SA, realising these 
cloaks of fear must be dissolved, allowing constructive dialogue on the future of Israel to take place 
among SA Jews.  
 

SISO SA  will work on bringing more Israeli peace activists, who support the future of Israel as a 
democratic state, the homeland of the Jewish People. As one of SISO SA members, wrote to Alon and 
Rachel Liel:  

“Shalom Rachel and Alon. You are both role models of authenticity, courage and real 
peace. You are role models of a loving supportive bonded couple. I personally have been deeply 
moved by meeting and engaging with both of you. There is a glimmer of hope even if no clear 
solution in sight. You have helped us by strengthening the  connection  with like-minded 
CHEVRES and comrades in the Jewish community. You have opened the way for clear bold 
dialogue. You have dissolved big stumbling blocks built out of fear and demystified longstanding 
default stuck ways of thinking which have led us only into cul de sacs. The path is open, the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXJIie8bQx8&feature=youtu.be


 
journey may be long but at least we can walk proud under your leadership. Let’s all meet soonest 
again.” 


