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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty 
 
Amber Kanazbah Crotty is a Navajo Nation Council Delegate and member of the 
Health, Education and Human Services Committee. Amber is born for the 
Kinyaa’ánii Clan, her Cheiis are Deeshchii'nii Clan and from To’Halstoii (Sheep 
Springs, NM). Amber comes from a long legacy of women leaders, strong weavers, 
tenacious sheepherders and loving grandmas. Ms. Crotty studied American Indian 
Studies-Law and History at University of California, Los Angeles. In her spare time she 
runs Beauty is Restored Family Farms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Paul Farmer, MD, PhD  
Medical anthropologist and physician Paul Farmer has dedicated his life to 
improving health care for the world's poorest people. He is a founding director of 
Partners In Health (PIH), an international non-profit organization that since 1987 has 
provided direct health care services and undertaken research and advocacy 
activities on behalf of those who are sick and living in poverty. Dr. Farmer began 
his lifelong commitment to Haiti in 1983 while still a student, working with 
dispossessed farmers in Haiti’s Central Plateau. Starting with a one-building clinic in 
the village of Cange, Partners In Health’s project in Haiti has grown to a multi-
service health complex that includes a primary school, an infirmary, a surgery 
wing, a training program for health outreach workers, a 104-bed hospital, a 
women’s clinic, and a pediatric care facility. Over the past twenty-five years, PIH 
has expanded operations to twelve sites throughout Haiti and ten additional 
countries around the globe. The work has become a model for health care for 
poor communities worldwide: Dr. Farmer and his colleagues in the U.S. and abroad 
have pioneered novel community-based treatment strategies that demonstrate 
the delivery of high-quality health care in resource-poor settings. 
 

Dr. Farmer holds an M.D. and Ph.D. from Harvard University, where he is the Kolokotrones University Professor 
and the Chair of the Department of Global Health and Social Medicine at Harvard Medical School; he is also 
Chief of the Division of Global Health Equity at Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston. Additionally, Dr. Farmer 
serves as the United Nations Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Community Based Medicine and 
Lessons from Haiti. 
 
Dr. Farmer has written extensively on health, human rights, and the consequences of social inequality. His most 
recent books are In the Company of the Poor: Conversations with Dr. Paul Farmer and Fr. Gustavo Gutierrez, 
Reimagining Global Health: An Introduction, and To Repair the World: Paul Farmer Speaks to the Next 
Generation. Other titles include Haiti After the Earthquake, Partner to the Poor: A Paul Farmer Reader, 
Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor, The Uses of Haiti, Infections and 
Inequalities: The Modern Plagues, and AIDS and Accusation: Haiti and the Geography of Blame. Tracy Kidder's 
book Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would Cure the World, 
chronicles the development of Dr. Farmer's work in Haiti and beyond. 
 
Dr. Farmer is the recipient of numerous honors, including the Margaret Mead Award from the American 
Anthropological Association, the Outstanding International Physician (Nathan Davis) Award from the American 
Medical Association, a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, and, with his PIH colleagues, 
the Hilton Humanitarian Prize. He is a member of the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences 
and of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 



	  

Master of Ceremonies: GLORIA ANN BEGAY belongs to the Dine’ Bitterwater Clan 
and is a mother and grandmother. Ms. Begay earned a B.S. degree in History and 
M.A. degree in Education Administration. As a retired Indian educator, professor, 
and policy advisor of 42 years, Gloria now advocates and educates for healthier 
Dine’ people, families, communities and environment as a current core member of 
the Dine’ Community Advocacy Alliance who successfully sought passage of the 
Healthy Dine’ Nation Act.  Gloria is also a founding Naat’aanii Council member of 
the Dine’ Food Sovereignty Alliance (DFSA) to restore the traditional food system 
on Navajo Nation.   
 

 
Master of Ceremonies: SONLATSA “SUNSHINE” JIM-MARTIN is Navajo-Modoc 
enrolled in the Navajo Nation. She is of the Sleeping Rock Clan and born for the 
Modoc Tribe. Her maternal grandfather is of the Salt Clan. She was raised on and 
lives on the Navajo Reservation in Tohlakai, New Mexico. She received her 
Bachelor’s Degree from the Colorado College and is working on a Master’s Degree 
in Public Administration. She works for the COPE Project part-time as the Policy 
Analyst after serving full-time as the Program Manager for the CDC REACH grant. 
She also serves as a leadership coach for the Navajo Community Health Outreach 
(NCHO) Youth Leadership Program under the direction of Rex Lee Jim. Her past 
experience includes working with Indian Education, Human Resources 
Management, Navajo Nation Social Services, Non-Profit Management, Navajo 

Nation Headstart, and the Navajo Department of Health. Currently, she leads food justice efforts through 
Navajo Food Policy advocacy and water access on the Navajo Nation in partnership with the Harvard Food 
Law & Policy Clinic, New Mexico Farm to Table, Diné Food Sovereignty Alliance and Navajo tribal leaders. 
Sonlatsa is a mother of four children, a traditional food grower, and an indigenous community activist and 
advocate.  



	  

DAY 1 - Tuesday, September 13, 2016 
Panel 1: Native Mental Health and Healing 

 
Panel 1 - Presenter 1: ERNEST HARRY BEGAY is a Traditional Healer/Counselor with the 
Four Corners Regional Health Center (FCRHC) in Red Mesa, Arizona. FCRHC is an IHS 
Clinic. Ernest has been working for the IHS for a two years and five months now. He 
worked for Navajo Behavioral Health Services for 14 years. He helps people with 
substance abuse, mental and behavioral disorders and different sickness and 
diseases. Ernest does diagnosis using the crystal ceremony, protection way prayers, 
blessing way prayers, corrective ceremonies, tobacco and sweat lodge ceremonies. 
He counsels individually, married couples, family and groups. He provides cultural 
education in Early Childhood Development, Parenting, Leadership, History, Substance 
Abuse, Indigenous Education, Cultural Orientation for Health Care Providers, 
Educators and People that work with American Indians. Ernest is a member of the   

                    Navajo Medicine Men Association and certified as Traditional Practitioner, Counselor and Educator. 
 
Panel 1 - Presenter 2: GLORINDA M. SEGAY was born and raised in Blue Canyon, AZ 
on the Navajo Nation. She is originally from Cornfields, Arizona. She is Dine of the 
Yellow House Honey Comb and born for Bitter Water. Her maternal grandparents are 
Edge Water and her paternal grandparents are One Who Walks Around. Her parents 
are Gloria M. Segay and the late Francis Segay. She is the second eldest of seven 
children. Glorinda has has three beautiful children, Cade 8, Sydney 2, and Liane 2 
months. Glorinda obtained her Doctorate in Behavioral Health degree from Arizona 
State University in December 2014. She is a licensed therapist employed with 
Department of Behavioral Health Services- Fort Defiance Outpatient Clinic.  
 
 
 
 

 
Panel 1 - Presenter 3: LAKOTA HOLMAN has worked with the behavioral health 
department at the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium for the past 5 years with 
the substance abuse prevention initiative. Prior to working with behavioral health 
department, she held other roles primarily with ANTHC doing statewide community 
health work since 2003 including project management of health promotion/disease 
prevention, tobacco policy and systems change, and cancer research. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in criminal justice (1998) and a master’s degree in education, 
guidance in counseling (2003).  Lakota was raised in the Southwest Alaska 

communities of Nunapitchuk and Bethel. She is a member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. Lakota now resides in 
Anchorage, AK with her husband and two sons. 
 

 
Panel 1 - Presenter 4: SYDNEY HORSELOOKING is a member of the Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe the burnt thigh nation, she resides in Rosebud South Dakota. Sydney is a 
member of the Sicangu Youth Council, for the past 6 years Sydney has been an 
active mentor but is now the new prevention specialist at the Tokala Inajinyo peer 
mentoring program.vSydney is a 2016 St. Francis Indian School graduate, she was the 
student body president, sits on the school board as the student representative. 
Sydney is a freshman at the Sinte Gleska University and started taking classes only 
one week after graduating. Her ultimate goal is to become an environmental 
engineer so she can work on cleaning and preventing any pollution from destroying 
the beautiful reservation she calls home. Sydney participates in various cultural 
ceremonies and she is the 2016- 2017 Lakota Warriors Princess. Sydney works hard 
and loves everything she does; you are never too young to accomplish anything you 
put your mind to.  
 

 



	  

 
Panel 1 - Presenter 4: SUNRISE BLACK BULL is from the Sicangu Lakota Oyate also 
known as the Rosebud Sioux Tribe from Rosebud, South Dakota. Sunrise is a 35-year-
old grandmother to a handsome 6-month-old baby boy and a loving mother to a 
courageous 16-year-old daughter. Sunrise has been working in the helping field for 
15 years in various capacities, such as caring for children who are placed in a 
children's shelter, strengthening families through advocacy work at a Head Start 
Program, providing crisis services to women and children at the local Domestic 
Violence Shelter, identifying children who are exposed to violence, and providing 
cultural interventions to help restore balance in their lives. She is one of the co-
founders of the Sicangu Youth Council where they provide mentoring, capacity 
building, individual and team building, public speaking, community service projects 
and the current repatriation efforts that are underway regarding relatives who are 
buried at the Carlisle Indian School in Carlisle, PA.  Sunrise is also a co-owner of the 
Black Bull Gym, which serves more than 30 youth members per week at the local 
boys and girls club. Sunrise’s husband and daughter teach self-defense classes and 
physical activity to youth where bully prevention and leadership building are 

emphasized during each class. Sunrise finds healing and strength through her culture and language where she 
feels all of the answers are, regarding the trauma and grief faced by many of the Tribal Nations. She is currently 
working on a Master's Degree to further enhance her professional career. Sunrise participates in traditional 
ceremonies, travels to pow-wow's to watch her daughter dance, and works on restoring her language within 
her family. She is happy to be here and to share the work she is doing and she is eager to learn from everyone.  
 

 
Panel 1 – Moderator: WILLIAM H. SHUNKAMOLAH, PhD is the supervisory clinical 
psychologist for the behavioral health department at Gallup Indian Medical Center 
Indian Health Service. He received his M.A. and Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the 
University of Montana in Missoula, MT, and received his B.S. in psychology from the 
University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, NM. Dr. Shunkamolah completed his 
postdoctoral residency at the San Carlos Apache Tribal Wellness Center in San 
Carlos, AZ. Prior to that he completed his internship at the Indian Health Care 
Resource Center of Tulsa in Tulsa, OK. Dr. Shunkamolah’s mother is a member of the 
Navajo and Tohono O’odham tribes of Arizona. His father is a member the Osage 

and Kiowa tribes of Oklahoma. He grew up in New Mexico, but has lived and worked in various Native and 
non-Native and rural/urban communities in Arizona, Oklahoma, and Montana.  
 
 
 
DAY 1 - Tuesday, September 13, 2016 
Panel 2: Environmental Health and Water Rights 
 

Panel 2 - Presenter 1: JANENE YAZZIE is co-founder and Senior Planner of the Little 
Colorado River Watershed Chapters Association (LCRWCA). Developed by Jacques 
Seronde and Byron Huskon the LCRWCA is a community-led watershed restoration effort 
that serves 20 Navajo Nation communities in the LCR watershed area of the Navajo 
Nation. With 16 employees, over 40 community representatives, and several project 
partners the LCRWCA works to engage local communities and stakeholders in 
community planning, capacity building, training, policy development, and climate 
change adaptation and mitigation for watershed security and food security. The 
LCRWCA's Diné Bikeyah Conservation Leadership program, led by Kern Collymore and 
Radeanna Comb addresses community resource concerns with Best Management 
Practices by training young adults and community stakeholders in Traditional Ecological 

Knowledge and modern holistic land management practices. Like our Facebook page to learn more about 
our work or trainings and events:  https://www.facebook.com/LCRWCA/?hc_ref=SEARCH 
 
 



	  

Panel 2 - Presenter 2: DR. CHRISTINA HECHT is Senior Policy Advisor at the University of 
California’s Nutrition Policy Institute. Dr. Hecht leads NPI’s work on drinking water access 
and consumption. She co-ordinates the National Drinking Water Alliance, which includes 
organizations and individuals from across the U.S. who are working to ensure that all 
children in the U.S. can drink safe water in the places where they live, learn and play. Dr. 
Hecht graduated from Stanford University with a BA in Human Biology, and from the 
Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health with a PhD in Population Dynamics. 
 
 
 

Panel 2 - Presenter 3: ROBERTO NUTLOUIS is Diné (Navajo) from Pinon, Navajo Nation. He 
is of the Tódích’ií’nii (Bitter Water) clan, born for the Tótsohnii (Big Water) clan. Roberto 
received his Bachelors of Science in Applied Indigenous Studies from Northern Arizona 
University (NAU) in 2005, and he is currently pursuing a Masters of Arts in Sustainable 
Communities from NAU. Through his involvement with Native Movement, the Indigenous 
Youth Coalition of Pinon, Indigenous Community Enterprises, and BMWC Roberto 
Nutlouis has been actively involved in the sustainable evolution of Black Mesa and the 
Navajo Nation for several years. His experience and expertise includes work in 
environmental justice, food security, energy efficiency, housing, and youth leadership 

development. In his spare time he likes to work on food security issues and traditional knowledge in agriculture 
with local Native youth, and he enjoys hiking, river rafting, camping, and reading. Roberto works out of BMWC’s 
field office in Pinon, Arizona. In his position he oversees BMWC’s field office and the Restorative Economy 
Program, which includes the Food Sovereignty and Navajo Wool Market Improvement Projects. 
 

Panel 2 - Presenter 4: QETURAH R. ANDERSON is Tabaaha (Water Edge), born for Bit’ahnii 
(Folded Arms/Within his Covers) and resides in Fort Defiance, AZ. Mrs. Anderson works as 
Community Health Environmental Research Specialist (CHERS) for Navajo Birth Cohort 
Study, CHR/Outreach Program, Navajo Nation Division of Health.  Mrs. Anderson has 8 
years of experience in the health field (6 years in Diabetes Education and 3 years in 
Environmental Health). As a CHERS she raises awareness of potential health impact 
resulting from exposure to uranium to the community and educates pregnant moms 
about the importance of prenatal care and potential health concerns associated with 
uranium exposure. She studied Health Science and Public Health at Dine College where 
she received an Associate in Science (Health Occupation) and Certificate in Public 
Health. She also did two-summer research internship at Northern Arizona University under 
Dr. Diane Stearns looking at The Effects of Copper and Uranium on Plasmid DNA (2004)     

                                        and The Effects of Copper and Iron on Uranium – Induced DNA Damage (2005). 
 
 
DAY 2 - Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
Panel 3: Health is a Human Right 
 

 
Panel 3 – Presenter 1: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty 
 
Amber Kanazbah Crotty is a Navajo Nation Council Delegate and member of the 
Health, Education and Human Services Committee. Amber is born for the 
Kinyaa’ánii Clan, her Cheiis are Deeshchii'nii Clan and from To’Halstoii (Sheep 
Springs, NM). Amber comes from a long legacy of women leaders, strong weavers, 
tenacious sheepherders and loving grandmas. Ms. Crotty studied American Indian 
Studies-Law and History at University of California, Los Angeles. In her spare time she 
runs Beauty is Restored Family Farms. 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

Panel 3 - Presenter 2:  Rigoberto Vásquez García 
Researcher, professor and native to the Ayuujk community, Mr. Vasquez currently works at 
the Intercultural Community University of Cempoaltepetl (UCIC- Universidad Comunal 
Intercultural del Cempoaltépetl). UCIC responds to requests from the community of Santa 
María Tlahuitoltepec, in Oaxaca, Mexico, for critical thought from a native perspective. 
He is also a member of the Latin American Academic Group at the Institute of Thought 
and Culture in Latin America (Instituto Pensamiento y Cultura en América Latina). Mr. 
Vasquez has collaborated on several articles and books about Ayuujk communal 
knowledge and research. He is the founder of a native research method called jawëën, 
based on Ayuujk cosmology and most recent research, for which he received a full 
scholarship from CIESAS University (South Pacific) was entitled “Community Pedagogy and 

Formal Education for Adolescents in an Indigenous Community: Santa Maria Tlahuitoltepec, Mixe”, and he 
recently collaborated on another book entitled “Wejën – Kajën: The dimensions of thought and generation of 
communal knowledge”. In the past, Mr. Vasquez worked as part of a strategic community-based pedagogical 
group at the Center for Regional Cooperation for the Education of Adults in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(Cooperación Regional para la Educación de Adultos en América Latina y el Caribe (CREFAL)) and was 
professor from 2010 to 2013 at the National Pedagogical University, in Oaxaca. He graduated with an 
undergraduate degree in Pedagogy from the Institute of Higher Studies in Oaxaca (Instituto de Estudios 
Superiores de Oaxaca) with honors and holds a Masters Degree in Subjective Pedagogy and the Practice of 
Education in the Rural and Indigenous context from the Center of Rural Development Studies (CESDER). Eleven 
years ago, he founded a radio called Jënpoj (Vientos de fuego), 107.9 Fm which is still on air today. 
 

Panel 3 - Presenter 3: JENNIFER DENETDALE is a citizen of the Navajo Nation and from 
Tohatchi, NM.  She is an associate professor of American Studies at the University of New 
Mexico. As a historian and scholar of Indigenous Studies, she specializes in theories of 
colonization and decolonization, Native women & feminisms, and critical Indigenous 
Studies. Professor Denetdale is the author of Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Chief 
Manuelito and Juanita (Univ. of Ariz. Press, 2007), two Navajo histories for young adults, 
and numerous articles and essays.  One of her most recent article published is “’I’m Not 
Running on My Gender’: The 2010 Navajo Nation Presidential Race, Gender, and the 
Politics of Tradition.” Her essay that addresses the Diné Marriage Act (2005) is considered a 
seminal work in studies of Native gender & LGBTQI issues, “Securing the Navajo National 
Boundaries: War, Patriotism, Tradition, and the Diné Marriage Act of 2005,” published in 
Wicazo Sa Review. She is currently working on a manuscript that examines the Navajo 
Nation, gender, and the politics of tradition and is the author of numerous articles and 
essays. She has been recognized for her scholarship and service to her nation and 

community with several awards, including the Rainbow Naatsiilid True Colors for her support and advocacy on 
behalf of the Navajo LGBTQI and the UNM faculty of color award for her teaching, research and service in the 
academy. In 2013, she was awarded the UNM Sarah Brown Belle award for service to her community. In the 
spring of 2015, she was recognized for Excellence in Diné Studies by the Navajo Studies Conference, Inc. She is 
also very proud to have been selected to deliver the inaugural address before the 23rd Navajo Nation Council 
upon their inauguration in January 2015. She recently completed her term as a commissioner on the Navajo 
Nation Human Rights Commission.  
 

 
Panel 3 Moderator: CASSIA VAN DER HOOF HOLSTEIN is Chief Partnership Integration Officer 
for Partners In Health, Director of PIH-West, and Associate Director of the Global Health 
Delivery Partnership for the Department of Global Health and Social Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School. Cassia is on the Global Health Advisory Board of the Clinton Global 
Initiative. With Abbey Gardner, she edited Haiti After the Earthquake. Previously, Cassia was 
the Director of Rural Health at the Clinton HIV/AIDS Initiative (CHAI); Executive Producer at 
E*TRADE Financial; and a founder of ClearStation.com. She has worked in technology 
consulting for clients including Microsoft, AT&T Wireless, and Match.com. Cassia studied 
Literature at Harvard, and got her start in global health in Senator Kennedy’s Poverty Issues 
office.



	  

DAY 2 - Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
Panel 4: Community Engagement 

 
Panel 4 - Presenter 1: DR. SUSAN MAYFIELD-JOHNSON is an assistant professor 
for the Department of Public Health and the director of the Center for 
Sustainable Health Outreach (CSHO) at The University of Southern Mississippi. 
She has extensive experience working with community health workers (CHW), 
racially diverse and underserved populations, health disparities, and research 
designs. She has a strong commitment to community engagement in public 
health educational programs and practice in participatory action research for 
improving community health. She believes that people are the locus of 
community health determinants and solutions, and is dedicated to ensuring 
that all citizens are at the center of all community discussions and participate 
in the decision-making process on how to improve the health and well-being 
of local residents. Dr. Mayfield-Johnson has an established record as a 
community-engaged researcher. As PI, she has received funding from the NCI, 
HRSA Office of Rural Health Policy, Office of the National Coordinator for 
Health Information Technology, the Delta Health Alliance, Mississippi State 

Department of Health, District of Columbia Area Health Education Center, and the American Cancer Society. 
Dr. Mayfield-Johnson has maintained active participation in the field of CHWs through service to the Executive 
Council for the American Public Health Association (APHA) CHW Section. She was recently selected as one of 
ten Master Trainers through the US Department of Health and Human Service, Office of Women’s Health for the 
Women’s Health Leadership Institute Program – a CHW best practice training program. 
Presentation title: 
 

Panel 4 - Presenter 2: COPE Community Health Advisory 
Panel (CHAP) Members  
The CHAP was started in Fall 2014 in an effort to guide the 
COPE Program's research in a culturally sensitive manner 
as part of the PCORI (Patient Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute) Grant. Since then, CHAP has 
expanded and become an invaluable part of the COPE 
Program. CHAP is composed of Navajo community 
members and their family members as well as Navajo 
Nation CHRs and they review and provide input to all of 
the COPE Program's research. The CHAP members also 
elect one of their members yearly to serve on the COPE 

Program Board of Directors and have presented on the Navajo Nation as well as at the 1st Inaugural PCORI 
Conference in Washington D.C. The CHAP members speaking today are: Cornellia King (CHR), Lenora Shirley 
(CHR), Tina and Alfred Kahn (Community Members from Pine Springs, Arizona), Judy Singer (Community 
Member from Navajo Station, Arizona), and William Mosbarger (Community Member from Lupton, Arizona). 
Pictured left to right front row: Chris Brown, Lenora Shirley, Judy Singer, Cornelia Keams. Back row: Evander 
Chee, Tina Kahn, Alfred Kahn, Katrina Nelson, Sonya Shin, Olivia Muskett, and Cameron Curley. Not pictured: 
William Mossbarger. 

 
Panel 4 - Presenter 3: KAYLA DAWN BEGAY is an emerging leader and Diné 
woman from the community of Navajo, NM. She is Tódích’íi’nii born for 
Táchii’nii. She earned her B.A. in Sociology and Education from Occidental 
College and M.A. in Elementary Education from UNM. As a product of 
Navajo, NM, Kayla returned to fulfill the desire of Diné Nation’s wish that 
Navajo students go and get an education and return to make their 
communities better. Kayla has taught at Navajo Elementary, a school she 
went to. Her experiences enabled her to be a role model for her students, 
staff and community members in her actions and mindsets of hope, 
strength, perseverance, and belief that anything is possible.  In the 
classroom, Kayla is able to build and maintain strong relationships with her 
students and their families and convey her love and belief in their ability to 

	  

succeed despite so many obstacles against them.  Her work with the community of Navajo and partnership 
with the NACA Inspired Schools Networkto create a school based in the community vision speaks volumes to 
her understanding and deep belief that all students deserve an education that allows them to be firm in their 
identities and reclaim their rights as Native people on a sovereign land. Kayla is currently a NACA Inspired 
Schools Network Fellow, W.K. Kellogg Foundation Community Leadership Network Fellow, Teach for America 
Alumni, and serves on the Red Lake-Navajo Community Action Group council.  
 

Panel 4 - Presenter 4: JOHN MCCULLOCH, in 1994,took over ownership and residence at 
the Teec Nos Pos Trading Post. He has maintained the tradition and relationship with 
the Navajos as was done by the original owners, the Noel and Foutz families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Panel 4 – Moderator: ASHLEY DAMEWOOD has an MSc in Human Rights from the 
London School of Economics and a B.A. In Law and Policy from Dickinson College. 
She has more than seven years experience international development, project 
management, grant writing, monitoring and evaluation. Before working with 
PIH/COPE, she worked as the Senior Program Officer for Street Child Africa 
managing a portfolio of diverse partner projects supporting orphans and 
vulnerable children across (twelve partner projects in eight sub-Saharan African 
countries). At PIH/COPE, she is responsible for managing our new partnership with 
the Rosebud Sioux Tribe and leveraging lessons learned in Navajo Nation to inform 
our programming in Sicangu Nation. She is passionate about global health equity 
and firmly believes health is a human and a treaty right for American Indian/Alaska   

                                                 Native populations.  
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Lunch provided by:  
Navajo Technical University Culinary Arts Program 
 

BRIAN TATSUKAWA’s passion for culinary arts began with the Eagle Café, which was 
owned by his grandparents. Brian eventually found his way to Scottsdale Culinary 
Institute, graduated, and began his journey into the world of professional cooking. 
Brian’s journey eventually led him to Navajo Technical University, where he has 
been for just over six years now and has never been happier. Through working at 
the University he have come into contact with Nephi Craig and JD Kinlacheeny 
who has helped him to recognize the importance of Indigenous Foods. Together JD 
and Brian have helped to implement new dishes in their cafeteria as well as various 
caterings. They have also begun incorporating the ingredients and traditions into 
the Culinary Arts curriculum. For Brian, this is something that he will expand during 
his tenure and hopes to help create some type of accreditation in Native Foods 
through the University. Navajo Technical University is the only Native American 
institution that is accredited through the American Culinary Federation, the largest 
organization of Chefs in the world.  This was made possible by the hard work of    

                                          Chef Robert Witte, who has helped solidify the program in the world of culinary schools. 
 
JD KINLACHEENY is originally from Chilchinbeto, AZ, but he currently resides with his 
family in Smith Lake, NM. JD earned an AAS degree in Culinary Arts and an AAS 
degree in Commercial Baking from the Skyhawk community of Navajo Technical 
University (NTU). JD is employed with NTU under the Culinary Arts Program. His 
passion is incorporating Navajo Traditional foods with modern dishes to re-instill the 
importance of cultural cuisine. Since childhood, Carmelita Kinlacheeny, JD’s 
mother, and late Grandmother, Mae Kinlacheeny, taught him how to prepare 
food, the teachings of how foods brings happiness and the importance of 
recognizing his predecessor's culinary expertise. In addition, Lucy Yazzie, JD’s wife's 
grandmother, furthered his understanding and knowledge of traditional harvest 
and gathering to strength the meaning of his dishes and concept. 
 
 
 

Lunch Menu 
Tuesday September 13, 2016  
Salad ~ Fresh Garden Salad. Soup ~ Three Sister Soup Seasoned w/Wild Parsley 
Entrée ~ Sweet Grass Smoked Duck Breast, Wild Rice, Fire Roasted Corn 
Dessert ~ Chiłchin Sumac Pudding & Blue Corn Mush Parfait, Fresh Fruit, Piñon Whipped Cream 
Beverage ~ Navajo Tea with Agave 
Wednesday September 14, 2016 
Salad  ~ Quinoa Salad, Soup ~ Steam Corn Vegetable Soup 
Entrée ~ Sage Smoked Turkey, Butternut Squash Mash, Roasted Beets and Acorn Squash, Wojapi Sauce 
Dessert ~ Chilchin Cake with Maple Whipped Cream 
Beverage ~ Navajo Tea with Agave & Mint 
 

 
 
 
Entertainment provided by:  
Isiah Yazzie Comedy 
 
ISIAH YAZZIE is a Navajo comedian, and recently founded Rez City Improv & 
Comedy. He has been performing improv and stand up comedy for four years. 
After attending Second City in Chicago, IL he has become a huge advocate for 
improv, political, and satirical humor.  

 
"The only real mistake here is ignoring the inner voice." 

- Del Close 

	  

 
 
COPE Staff and Interns 
 
 
Ashley Damewood 
Rosebud Program Manager 
 
Burrell Jones 
Food Access Intern 
 
Cameron Curley 
Data Tech Manager 
 
Carissa Brownotter 
NCHO Youth Leadership Coordinator 
 
Carmen George 
MEQ Manager 
 
Chris Brown 
PCORI Coordinator 
 
Cori Muskett-Skersick 
Finance Manager 
 
Danya Carroll 
Food Access Specialist 
 
Emilie Ellis 
REACH Program Manager 
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T H A N K  Y O U !  
The COPE Program would like to recognize the following donors for their generous contributions 

The American Indian Language 
Development Institute’s mission is to 
provide critical training to strengthen 
efforts to revitalize and promote the 
use of Indigenous languages across 
generations. 
Ahéhee’ for donating bags  

The Office of Diné Youth is committed 
to insuring that Navajo Youth benefit 
from youth services available to 
them and that the services be 
provided in a manner that develops 
positive attitude, enhance positive 
self-image, confidence, maturity, 
and pride in being a productive 
member of society. 
Ahéhee’ for donating bags  

The Phoenix Indian Center 
provides programs and services for 
job readiness/employment, 
prevention, youth, cultural 
revitalization, and community 
engagement. 
Ahéhee’ for donating pens 

McKinley County provides 
services, enhancing the quality of 
life for all citizens of of McKinley 
County. The County aspire to 
foster an economically vibrant 
and safe county that embraces 
and respects cultural diversity. 
Ahéhee’ for funding $300 
 
Carol Bowman-Muskett, McKinley 
County Board of Commissioner,  
District 1 
Ahéhee’ for donating handmade 
necklaces 

Ahéhee’ for the Pendleton Shawl  

Ahéhee’ for hosting Symposium guests 
and your generous donation of water 

Ahéhee’ for the $50 gift card door 
prize 

Ahéhee’ for the notepads 

Ahéhee’ for the $30 gift card door prize 

The Navajo Nation Museum strives to 
achieve Hózhό through 
contemporary and traditional 
exhibits, programs and tours; to 
promote Diné culture, language, 
history and sovereignty. 
Ahéhee’ for donating a shirt & Navajo 
Tea 

S P E C I A L 	   T H A N K S 	   T O : 	  

Pottery by Tony Yazzie at Tony’s Native Works


