
It’s A Wonderful Death is a Paranormal and yet, it has a very upbeat, contemporary feel to it as well. I’m hoping the cover will be able to capture this mash-up of serious 

afterlife drama and the quirky, fun characters. I realize this may be a tall challenge. 

A brief run down on the book: RJ is, for all intensive purposes, rather bitchy when we first meet her. She’s self centered, egotistic and in general, not a nice person. uut, 

she has been robbed of her life, which I think is what makes the reader (hopefully) not write her off. The story is about redemption and second chances, but it’s also about 

being true to who you are. 

What I like about these book covers: 

 While this may not work for IAWD, I like books that have visual depth to them. My absolute favorite book cover on that page is uloodland. When I look at this cover I 

can actually imagine myself falling into it. I love that. Sweet Unrest is another great cover for feeling that 3Dish effect. 

 I like the more script or handwriting font. I think they make the book look like it’s more on the “fun” side than serious. The ueginning of Everything is one of my favor-

ite covers because it’s bright and has the crazy roller coaster on it and yet, when you read the book, it’s a total LOL/tearjerker at the same time. I think this is one I’m 

drawn to because it’s the impact I hope my cover will have: showing the funny aspect of the book so that the emotional parts take the reader off guard. Yes. I like to 

make people good cry.  

 Color!! I love vibrant colors. This book is going to be sitting among a bunch of dark, forlorn novels. I would love for the cover to make someone think it’s been shelved 

wrong. I want to stay away from pink, however, as I think it could have some cross-over appeal to guys, especially since it lacks romance, and I don’t want the color to 

turn them off.  

 I like the Damsel Distressed cover because, when you first look at it, the graffiti looks pretty and girly, but upon closer inspection, you see that they are actually pills 

and safety pins and razor blades. Again, not what they first appear to be. 

The second page: elements of the book for design. 

 This was actually really hard because, while there are little items that make appearances in the book, they don’t really accurately portray the book. For example, there 

is a dolphin engagement ring that makes appearances throughout the book and yet this isn’t a romance and the ring doesn’t belong to RJ. (The ring is a pair of dol-

phins encircling a blue sapphire and was inspired by Islands of the ulue Dolphin.) The Hawaiian theme is actually a reference to Death Himself and not to the  main-

character. The coffee is the only thing that is very RJ, but other than a scene in a coffeeshop, that doesn’t come across. And, I LOVE THE CHARM, maybe minus the star. 

If we something like that, I could see using it as a marketing giveaway. (Plus, it makes me think of Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli) 

 The gates, however, could be fun to work with if the cover were going to move in the direction of having the visual depth I like. 

 A friend of mine made the three book covers on the 2nd page, one of which is the current cover for my chapter one teaser. I love them because they are simplistic and  

yet really stand out. I also love the chalkboard font on the black cover, but again, I would like to stay away from dark covers unless it’s punched up with unexpected 

color.  

 Finally, I’m not a big fan of people on my covers. Shadows, light or dark, I could work with that, but actually people… not a fan. However, I did provide a “casting head-

shot” for RJ, just for reference.  

Above all, I would really like a cover that bucks the trends and tries something new. Something that will stand out from the proverbial dark crowd of paranormal. Can’t 

wait to see what you come up with! (insert menacing laugh. Muwahahaha.) 


