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Rachel and Dan met while working for 
the same accounting firm and got 

together following a succession of Christmas 
parties, nights out in Bristol, cocktails, and 
intervention from good friends. During a 
surprise weekend away in Barcelona, Dan 
proposed on the beach at sunset. The 
wedding took eight months to organise and 
was styled around a Bristol meets Great Gatsby 
theme, tinged with blush pink.

BEST OF BRISTOL
The ceremony was held at St Andrew’s 
Church in Congresbury, the village where 
Rachel grew up. They opted for The Clifton 
Club in Bristol for the reception because it 
fitted perfectly with their theme. “We both 
love Bristol, Dan went to university there and 
ended up staying,” explains Rachel. “The 
Clifton Club is located in a Georgian building 
in the heart of Clifton village and we knew a 
reception there would showcase the best the 
city has to offer.”

They booked overnight accommodation 
for their guests at the city’s Avon Gorge 
Hotel, overlooking Brunel’s famous 
Suspension Bridge. “We wanted our guests to 
soak up everything that’s fabulous about 
Bristol on our wedding weekend. We even 
popped hand-drawn maps of Clifton in each 
guest’s room, highlighting our favourite 
restaurants and bars,” adds Rachel.

In the 
PINK
Rachel and Dan’s big day was a 
celebration of the best of Bristol 
Images courtesy of Matt Brodie 
Wedding Photography
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Rachel Sizer and Daniel Messenger 
were married at St Andrew’s 
Church, Congresbury on 26th May, 
2012, followed by a reception at The 
Clifton Club, Bristol.
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THE BIG DAY
In keeping with the theme, they hired 
traditional Bristol green buses to take guests to 
the church and provided them with snack 
bags for the journey back to Clifton. Rachel 
and her dad travelled in a stylish Bentley, 
while Dan hired a ‘stag bus’ from Bristol to 
Congresbury for his best boys in order to 
enjoy “a last drink as a single man” before 
walking from the pub to the church.

On arrival at the reception, guests were 
greeted with sloe gin fizz cocktails and 
canapés. Personal touches included naming 
the tables after famous cocktails from places 

they’d visited around the world. “One guest 
from each table was nominated ‘cocktail 
master’ and mixed a drink for the others,” 
explains Rachel. “It got everyone talking and 
we had a great time walking around between 
courses trying them all.”

The centrepieces were candelabra 
decorated with flowers, with champagne 
corks as place card holders and Cancer 
Research pin badges with a donation on 
behalf of each guest as favours. For the 
evening party, guests were treated to a sweet 
buffet and provided with flip flops so they 
could  dance the night away in comfort.

“Our Cancer Research favours and  
old photographs of friends and family 
meant that those who couldn’t be  
with us were remembered on our 
special day.” 
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“I loved my individual eyelash 
extensions. I received so many 
compliments about them and they 
lasted throughout the honeymoon.” 

THE LOOK 
Rachel visited four bridalwear boutiques 
before opting for a gown combining the best 
features from her two favourite lace designs.

“I loved that my dress was my own creation 
and because it was made to measure, it fitted 
perfectly,” she explains. Glittery peep-toe 
Jimmy Choo shoes added extra glamour and 
her jewellery was from Links of London.

Rachel’s sister was maid-of-honour and 
wore a soft pink gown while the flowergirls 
wore ivory-coloured dresses with a lace print 
and sashes. Dan’s university friend Stuart 
Hodgson was best man, while his brothers, 
David and Sam, were ushers. They all wore 
traditional morning suits with ivory-coloured 
waistcoats and blush pink ties. 

THE FLORAL TOUCH 
Rachel’s bouquet was created by Claire 
Nicholson from The Wilde Bunch and 
included vintage-style roses. “At my request 
she incorporated my nan’s locket into the 
design as my something old,” adds Rachel. 
“Claire also had lots of props to complement 
our theme, which she used to decorate the 
mantlepieces.” 

PARTY TIME
“Our first dance was to One Day Like This by 
Elbow, which we chose after hearing it played 
live at Glastonbury in 2011. After this our 
amazing band Funkty Dumpty kept the guests 
entertained on the dancefloor all night with 
their fabulous live music.” �

Photographer
Matt Brodie Wedding Photography
www.mattbrodieweddingphotography.com

Ceremony venue 
St Andrew’s Church Congresbury 
www.standrewscongresbury.org

Reception venue 
The Clifton Club 
www.thecliftonclub.co.uk

Bride’s dress and veil 
Caroline Castigliano 
www.carolinecastigliano.co.uk

Bridesmaid’s dress
Anoushka G at House of Fraser 
www.houseoffraser.co.uk

Hair 
Broad St. Hair 
www.broadsthair.com

Flowers
The Wilde Bunch 
www.thewildebunch.co.uk

Groom’s suit 
Frocks & Tails 
www.frocksandtails.co.uk

Wedding rings 
John Titcombe Fine Jewellery
www.johntitcombe.co.uk

Cars 
De Gournay Motor Car Company
www.degournaymotorcars.co.uk

Band 
Funkty Dumpty 
www.funktydumpty.com

RACHEL & DANIEL'S
CONTACT BOOK
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