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With a current enrollment of some 8,000 students, UG has grad-
uated more than 20,000 students who have gone on to successful 
careers locally, regionally and internationally. The University is also 
a major contributor to the national economy and to business and 
industry.

Established in 1963 with one campus, at Turkeyen, The University 
of Guyana (UG) expanded in 2000 with the addition of the Tain 
Campus. It now offers more than 60 under-graduate and post-grad-
uate programmes including Engineering, Environmental Studies, 
Forestry, Urban Planning and Management, Tourism Studies, Ed-
ucation, Creative Arts, Economics, Law, Medicine, Optometry and 
Nursing. Several online programmes are available and UG also of-
fers extra-mural classes at four locations through its Institute of Dis-
tance and Continuing Education. 

UG also offers the opportunity for student engagement in debat-
ing, sports, and cultural, religious and professional activities.

Senior Lecturer in the Dept. of Economics, 
University of Guyana, Dr. Thomas Singh, 
was awarded a Commonwealth Academic 
Fellowship in 2012 to continue research 
on Culture, Institutions and Economic Be-
haviour at the University of Kent (UK). Ar-
eas of expertise include the economics of 
trust, experimental and behavioural eco-
nomics, new institutional economics; as 
well as environmental and natural resource 

economics, climate change, climate financing, and low carbon econ-
omy issues. He has a PhD in Economics (Dissertation: “To Trust or 
Not to Trust Others: Norms, Interactions and Institutions”)and is the 
President of the Epilepsy Foundation of Guyana.

Professor Dr. Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith is the 
Tenth Vice Chancellor and Principal of The 
University of Guyana. Earlier, he served as 
Executive in Residence at The University at 
Albany, State University of New York, and 
the Ninth President of Fort Valley State Uni-
versity in Georgia. An expert on Caribbean 
and hemispheric security, drugs and crime, 
he originated the concept called Geonarcotics 
in the early 1990s as a way to study the com-
plex relationship involving drugs, geography, 

power and politics, outlining it first in Canada’s leading international 
affairs scholarly magazine: “From Cold War Geopolitics to Post-Cold 
War Geonarcotics,” International Journal Vol. 49 (Winter) 1993-94, 
1-36. Most recently he wrote The United States and the Caribbean 30 
years after the Grenada Invasion: Dynamics of Geopolitics and Geon-
arcotics for the Perry Center. In the higher education arena, his ex-
pertise includes land-grant university operations, international edu-
cational collaboration, and recruitment and retention strategies.



About Turkeyen and Tain Talks

Appreciation

Order of proceedings

Turkeyen Talks Two will be held during the month of 
September 2016 and it will focus on the matter of suicide in 
Guyana. 

Turkeyen Talks 1: Britain, the EU, and the Rest of the World: 
A Reality Check

Chairperson: Dr. Paloma Mohamed, University of Guyana

Welcome and Introduction of the Moderator, 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Ivelaw L. Griffith

Introduction to the Discussion 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Ivelaw L.  Griffith

Presentations 
Mr. Greg Quinn, British High Commissioner to the 

Co-operative Republic of Guyana;
Dr. Thomas Singh, Senior Lecturer, 

Department of Economics, University of Guyana;
Hon. Dr. Carl Greenidge, Vice President and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana;

Ms. Patricia Bacchus, CEO Caribbean Containers Inc. and 
Chairperson GO- Invest;

Ambassador Colin Granderson, Assistant Secretary-General, 
Directorate for Foreign and Community Relations, 

CARICOM.

Turkeyen Talks/Tain Talks are intended to be bi-monthly thought 
fora with the following three aims:

Questions and Discussion

To facilitate, informed and respectful discourse on matters of 
public interest that have significant national, regional, or inter-
national implications;
To enable the University to serve as a Public intellectual broker, 
allowing the academic, civic, business, diplomatic, and other 
communities to listen to and learn from each other and;
To offer meaningful evidence-based and policy-relevant en-
gagement between UG students, lecturers, researchers, and 
alumni, on the one hand, and the public and private sectors 
and the international community, on the other.

Attendees are invited to remain for a reception 
immediately following this event.

Vote of Thanks
Mr. Darren Wade, University of Guyana Alumnus

The University wishes to extend sincere gratitude to the all 
the distinguished presenters, the valued sponsors Gerry Goviea 
CEO, Roriama Airways and Mr. Ronald Singh, CEO Gaico Engi-
neering and Construction Inc. Our thanks also to the production 
team Ms. Karen Wishart and Ms. Yolaski Jervis of the Vice Chan-
cellor’s Secretariat, Ms. Paulette Paul and staff of the Public Re-
lations Department, Neil Suklall & Andrew of Impressions Inc., 
Ms. Neketa Forde and Dr. Paloma Mohamed. Special thanks to 
Ms. Nicole Moore of Duke Lodge and the media for coverage. 

Mr. Greg Quinn was appointed British High 
Commissioner to the Co-operative Republic of 
Guyana in succession to Mr Andrew Ayre in 
March 2015. Greg joined the FCO in 1995 and 
has served overseas in Tallinn, Accra, Minsk, 
Baghdad, Kazakhstan and Washington. He 
graduated with a Degree in International Pol-
itics and International History from the Uni-
versity of Wales in Aberystwyth and is married 
to Wendy.

about the presenters
Dr. Carl Greenidge has extensive experience 

at the policy, management and technical levels 
and has worked on public sector economics 
and agricultural policies as well as internation-
al trade and finance. He has provided distin-
guished service to his country, the Caribbean 
and the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
Group of States. That service has been in the 
design and management of Guyana’s Economic 
Recovery Programme (1988-1992) and the ne-

gotiation of the unique north-south cooperation pact, the Lomé Con-
vention, inter alia. Mr. Greenidge has also published four monographs, 
numerous academic articles on economics, and contributed to books 
on a variety of issues, including the political economy of agricultural 
modernisation, international agricultural trade negotiations and ma-
rine fisheries. He has been Co-President of the Joint Council of Minis-
ters of the European Union and the ACP States.

A career diplomat in the Foreign Service of 
Trinidad and Tobago who attained the rank 
of Ambassador, Colin Granderson is present-
ly serving as the Assistant Secretary-General, 
Foreign and Community Relations, at the Ca-
ribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat. 
In addition to his national and regional public 
service, he has served internationally, heading 
a joint OAS/UN human rights observation 
mission in Haiti; serving on a UN Advisory 

Panel on peace operations; and chairing a UN International Commis-
sion of Inquiry into human rights violations in Côte d’Ivoire. He has 
also headed election observation missions in the Region for the OAS 
and CARICOM. Experienced in mediation and conflict resolution, 
he played a key advisory role in the CARICOM mediation efforts in 
early 2004 to broker a negotiated settlement to the political impasse 
between the Haitian government and the opposition.

An Attorney-at-Law by Training, Ms. Patri-
cia Bacchus is the CEO of Caribbean Con-
tainer Inc. (formerly SAPIL). She also serves 
as the Chairperson of GO-Invest. Ms. Bac-
chus offers a blend of expertise in Executive 
Administration and Operational Manage-
ment combined with a strong bias for legal 
and systems compliance as well as corporate 
governance best practices. She is a skilled ne-
gotiator and solution oriented professional, 

particularly in the areas of dispute resolution and risk mitigation.
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