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Learn more: living-income.com

Contact: adam@isealalliance.org

The Living Income Community of Practice

Learning across sectors

and helping organisations realise SDG commitments



Some of the organisations participating in the 

activities of this Community of Practice



Workshop objectives

This workshop is intended to share insight from 

work done to date on the concept of Living Income 

for smallholder farmers.  It will stimulate dialogue 

towards possible ways of  addressing global 

poverty challenges through the concept of Living 

Income. 

Focus on three main areas: 

• Explanation of the Concept

• Share experiences to date on applications of 

the concept

• Provide space for retail companies to explore 

application of the living income concept in your 

business operations

Fair Trade USA: Colombia Coffee Producers: COOPERANDES



The Living Income Concept

Living Income is 

about households 

having the ability to 

afford a decent 

standard of living.

What is the 

concept of 

Living Income?

The net annual 

income of a 

household, which 

comes from a variety 

of sources, is 

sufficient to cover 

the cost of a decent 

standard of living for 

a typical household

in a particular place. 

What does it mean to 

be able to afford a 

decent standard of 

living?

Elements of a decent 

standard of living 

include access to 

food, water, 

housing, education, 

healthcare, 

transport, clothing, 

and other essential 

needs including 

provision for 

unexpected events.

What does 

decency 

mean in this 

context?
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Living 
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Poverty Lines (e.g. World Bank)

Income Gap

Living Income: “The net annual 

income required for a household in 

a particular place to afford a decent 

standard of living for all members of 

that household."
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Cost of a decent standard of living for a household

*Based on Living Wage methodology: Richard 

Anker & Martha Anker, adopted by the Global 

Living Wage Coalition

A Living Income Benchmark



*In cash or kind

In-kind & other 

sources of income 

(e.g. remittances)
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Household concept

›Living income is 
a household 
concept vs a 
concept that 
refers to an 
individual.



Living Income, Living Wage and 

Sustainable Livelihoods 

Living Wage Living Income
Sustainable 

Livelihoods



Applications of the Living 

Income Concept 

© Marco Garofalo for Fairtrade



Living Income 

Benchmarks tell us the 

costs of a decent 

standard of living in a 

place

Actual Income 

Studies show us 

how farmers 

incomes compare 

to this benchmark





Living Income and the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals
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Understanding 

the income gap 

for a household 

or groups of 

households

Applications

Bananas, Peru © Linus Hallgren, Fairtrade Sweden, 

Woodrow, Antwerp
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CERTIFIED

Allow modelling to 

inform strategy 

development.

Use as a reference 

for target setting 

and continuous 

improvement 

programs. 

Applications

Agriculture in Chile © Forest Stewardship Council, Milan 
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Agriculture in Chile © Forest Stewardship Council, Milan Reíka

Inform discussions of 

fair pricing for 

different 

commodities

Applications



For more on Living Income …

• Living Income concept video on our 

website: www.living-income.com

• Website has guidance pages, 

supporting resources and interactive 

media.

• We are available to answer your 

questions.



Discussion
Introduce yourselves

Discuss:

1. Is the living income concept clear? What are your 

remaining questions? 

2. Is your organization working on living income?  

How might your activities link to living income? 

Eg. Human rights policy? A commitment to SDG1, 

eliminating poverty, etc


