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THE CHALLENGE 

 

Recording commences:  Music intro, Union Flag flying above Downing Street.  Street scenes around 

Westminster. 

#BackTo60 Presents: 

ONE VOICE 

The Challenge. 

Statue of Millicent Fawcett. 

Frances Barber: Today’s a very momentous occasion, because we’re going to present to the 
Government, the Letter Before Action that has been drafted by Michael 
Mansfield, QC’s, Chambers. 
 
And we’re going to ask the Government questions that, frankly, they are 
now … obliged to answer. 
 

Yvette Greenway So, today we’re going to Number 10 Downing Street, to make sure that the 
Government realise that the #BackTo60 Campaign is not going to go away, 
we’re not going to shut up, we’re not going to put up. 
 

Andreas Ioannidis We are here today to deliver the Letter to Downing Street, 10, in order to 
make sure that the Prime Minister and the Treasury, in relation to our … 
voice. 
 

 #BackTo60 group walking up to Number 10. 
 

Frances It’s now no longer just a petition for #50sWomen it is actually, erm, 
something that they are required to give answers to, and not fudge the issue 
which, unfortunately, they’ve been doing for a number of years. 
 
So, I’m very proud to, erm, to be able to … to lend my support to the 
#BackTo60 Campaign. 
 

 Group pictured outside the door of Number 10. 
 

Jo Welch Today, in the centenary year of the Suffragette Movement, we’re here at 
Number 10, after a … an extraordinarily long journey … erm, to deliver our 
petition; number one, and number two; more importantly, our Letter Before 
Action, which is pre-action protocol for the Judicial Review. 
 

Yvette Ideally, what we’d like, is the Government to do as other euro, some other 
European countries have done, and bring the state pension age back to 60. 
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We’re all for fairness and equality, but the way the process has been 
handled so far, means it’s … disadvantaged so many women, erm, at a time 
of their lives that they’re least able to handle it.  They have no other options. 
 
So, we’re asking the Government to look very closely at it, and … please, … 
do the right thing. 
 

Jo Believe me, every single #50sWoman … is with us in spirit, and when we 
deliver our correspondence, … those people who have supported us with 
donations, or simply sharing our … links and being encouraging, they’re all 
on our mind today. 
 

Andreas As many women, they face with depression, with a lot of anxiety, with a lot 
of mental health issue, we must take it to the legal route, in order to make 
sure that they get what is fair for them to get.  Based on the work that they 
have done for us. 
 

Yvette If the government don’t respond to the Letter of Intent, or they don’t 
respond considering our, what we’d like them to do, ie; as far as the state 
pension age, then you will have no choice but to press forward, with a full 
legal challenge, starting with a Judicial Review. 
 

 Group joined by Michael Mansfield. 
 

Sury Khatri It is very important to challenge the government legally, because the way I 
see it, erm, the, the State made a contract with the people, that if you work 
and pay your contribution, then you would be entitled to the NHS service, as 
well as your State Pension. 
 
They have unilaterally … without consultation, decided to, to punish, or 
penalise, these women, erm, by depriving them of their benefits. 
 

 Group filmed in Westminster. 
 

Jo Upon delivery of the letter, the Government becomes a Defendant, and they 
have 14 days in which to respond to that correspondence.  During that time, 
we’ll be looking for, towards our supporters and backers, who are so loyal to 
us, I can’t tell you how dear they are to us, to help us Crowdfund the next 
stage. 
 

Frances So, I urge anyone, who has signed the petition, erm, to please back the 
Crowdfunder as well. 
 

Andreas We need you all behind us, because this way we’ll be able to launch a legal 
campaign, a legal challenge, in order to ensure that our women get back 
what they have worked for. 
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Frances You … if you can give £1, that would actually help, 50p, whatever you can, … 
but even if you can’t do that, just to share on social media, anything about 
the, this campaign, which is so important. 
 

Sury The purpose of the Crowdfunding is to fund the legal challenge that’s gonna 
follow from today’s action. 
 

Frances It’s not just for now, it’s for the future.   
 
Erm, you know, we have to think of our … parents, our sisters and brothers, 
those who now have young children, you know?  We have to think about 
them, because if the Government continues like this; we’ll all be working 
until we’re actually dropping dead, and we won’t ever be able to rely upon 
the Government to give us anything that we’ve worked for all our lives. 
 
That we’re entitled to.  And that we deserve. 
 

Sury I encourage everybody … in this country, to erm, … help to put right, the 
wrong that was committed … against these women. 
 

Yvette I really want people to step up and support the next Crowdfunding 
challenge that we’re putting out there.  Because, a) it keeps the visibility out 
there, it creates awareness, but most importantly at all, this huge collective 
action we’ve got going on, helps to finance any future legal proceedings that 
we need to take against the Government. 
 

Jo It’s so important that we stand together, as Michael Mansfield has said, to 
#HoldTheDirection, is critical, to #HoldTheDirection. 
 

Frances And it’s to keep the campaign moving, moving it forward all the time, so the 
Government can’t be … let off the hook, and can’t be on the back foot. 
 
Erm, you know, we, we’ve got this far, we can’t fail at the last hurdle. 
 
We’ve got to continue and push and fight … and get them, genuinely, to 
listen to us. 
 

 Film credits roll. 
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