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Patrons have contributed to the annual cost of the magazine and we wish to thank them for their valuable contributions.  

If you would like to become a patron then please contact the secretary: secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 

Something Wicked This Way Comes  

This month’s photo was taken by Roger Peake and shows the Fly 
Agaric toadstool which featured in last month’s Nature Notes. It’s an 
amazing thing, which appeared around Halloween and looks as 
though it should be growing in the Black Forest, in one of Grimm’s 
Fairy Tales, rather than a front garden in Norton! 

No Nature Notes this month because of a lack of reported sightings 
to Chris Green, but a new contributor, the Curious Raven, makes a 
first appearance with his article ‘In The Fields’. 

Please keep sending your photos to: 

editorbradlingstone@gmail.com . As ever, the quirkier, the better! 

What’s On In December?…. 

Further Ahead…. 
Jan Mucklestone WI  Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm 

Coffee and catch up. Date and venue 
decided at the December Meeting  

5 Feb Mucklestone WI  Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm Love is all around – Sylvia  and Jill 

Reminders 
Date for the next month should be sent to secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month at the latest. Future events can be flagged up as required.   
Articles/contributions should be sent to editorbradlingstone@gmail.com by the 18th of the month. 

Date Event Where Time Extra Info. 

Sun 1 Praise and Worship St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am Advent Ring  

Mon 2 Carol Singing Norton Parish 6:15 pm  Meet at the Bus Stop  

Tue 3 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am —

11.30 am 
 

Wed 4 
Mucklestone WI  Jubilee Hall 7:15pm  

Times through Xmas’s – Kath 
Reynolds 
Competition – a Vintage Xmas Item  

Carol Singing Norton Parish 6:15 pm  Meet at the Bus Stop  

Sun 8 Morning Prayer  St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am No Flowers 

Tue 10 

Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
 

Napley Lodge Nursery 
Nativity Production  

St. Chad’s Church 10:00 am   

Wed 11 Carol Singing Norton Parish 6:15 pm  Meet at the Bus Stop  

Sun 15 Carol Service St. Chad’s Church 10.30 am Christmas Flowers 

Tue 17 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
Last meeting 2019 – Dates for 2020 
later  

Sun 22  
BCP Morning Prayer St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 

Joint Service – all welcome 
Christmas Flowers  

Christingle  St. Chad’s Church 5:00 pm   

Memorial Candle Service  St Chad's Church 3:30 pm  
Tue 24 

Christmas Holy Communion  St Chad's Church 11:30 pm  

Wed 25 
Family Christmas 
Communion  

St Chad's Church 11:15 am  

Sun 29 Morning Prayer Worship  St Chad's Church 11:15 am Christmas Flowers 
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100 Club November Results: 1st – Phil Smith, 2nd - Dennis Parton, 3rd - Jenny Hall. If you haven't joined the 100 Club there's still 

the opportunity to join for the rest of the year. Please contact Jean on 653878 or Carol on 658983 

A View From The Vicarage  

The secular world tries to convince us that Christmas is all about the giving and receiving of 
presents.  The perfect gift must be a reflection of your love for the recipient.  No pressure there!!  
Something homemade could be the answer.  Do you knit or do wood-crafting? Producing a creation 
of your own design to suit the person’s tastes or interests would certainly show how much you care.  
Not talented?  Then off to the shops you go (or online as more and more people do these days) in 
search of that gift.   But then you are faced with the dilemma: how much do I spend? Does the 
amount mirror the amount of love you are showing, or is the actual choice of something unique/
special the ticket? 

Of course, there’s also the decorations, both inside and outside your home.  Simple and elegant, or 
wild and crazy?  Blinking lights or static?  Clear white or coloured?  How many?  Big tree or small?  
Real or artificial? Mixed bauble colours or thematic? Tinsel? Garlands? Poinsettias, of course.  
Winter village scenes?  Musical or quiet? The frenzy continues. Then there’s the food.  Party 
planning requires buffet style feasts.  Christmas day has another feast—turkey, stuffing, potatoes, 
sprouts, lots of veg, gravy.  Puddings abound as well: mince pies, Christmas fruit cakes, Christmas 
pudding with brandy sauce.  Wine and spirits are plentiful.  Sweets surround us everywhere.  
There’s no shortage of food.  The frenzy continues. 

Much of this sounds normal to most of us, doesn’t it?  We mostly enjoy doing all this as we have this 
assumption that it all enhances the holiday season and Christmas Day in particular.  Sadly, most 
people lose sight of what the day is really all about—a celebration of the birth of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 

God knew from the very beginning of His Creation that humankind would fall away from Him and get 
lost in the darkness of this world’s temptations.  Our sins (all the things we do wrong in God’s eyes) 
would separate us from Him.  The chasm would be unbridgeable and we would be eternally lost.  
But God created us in His own image to be part of His life forever.  He loves us and wants us to be 
with Him in His eternal Kingdom.  As there was nothing we could ever do to make up for our wrong-
doings, He had a plan. God sent His Son Jesus to be our Saviour.  The baby born in a Bethlehem 
stable to Mary and Joseph would grow up to be the perfect gift of love.  If we know the gift was 
chosen and given to express one’s love for us, we show our love back by accepting and keeping it, 
even treasuring it!  The baby Jesus is God’s gift to us, chosen and filled with His love for us, and He 
hopes we will want to treasure it as much as He treasures us.  That reciprocity of love is an amazing 
foundation for our lives.  It is the rock on which I live, and it gives me the strength and courage to 
face each day’s challenges. 

After Christmas, as the last year of the second decade of the twenty-first century begins, perhaps a 
good resolution would be to make that your foundation for life too.  On a Sunday come to St Chad’s 
and find out more about the difference God’s love can make in your life.  It is perfect! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Rev. Don Alcock—Telephone:  01630 647 911—Email:   dga952@hotmail.com 

The first day of December begins the countdown to Christmas.  The 
church marks these four Sundays as Advent, when we take time to 
prepare for the birth of Jesus, our Saviour.  It is an exciting time!  Lots 
of special events fill our calendars – school productions, carol singing, 
Christingles, nativity plays – around the usual shopping frenzy and 
partying.  Frantic is often the key adjective folks use to describe their 
lives at this time of the year.  But it doesn’t have to be that way. 

Advent is a time of preparation, a time for thinking and reflecting.  
Schedules are busy, yes, but why not schedule some quiet time?  It’s 
our choice!  If we are to survive and enjoy all the Christmas season’s 
activities, then we need to keep ourselves mentally balanced.  A few 
minutes every day, perhaps with a cuppa, in a quiet place can make a 
huge difference. 
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Please continue to share your nature sightings to: Chris28green@yahoo.co.uk 

In The Fields 

Anyone walking the fields, with or without dogs, will know that it has been wet, is still wet and will 

probably not dry up until after spring, lamentably.   Looking at the rainfall over the years from the 

local Shawbury synoptic station shows just how our rainfall patterns vary year on year.   An aver-

age of 665mm, with extremes of 945mm in 2012 and the drought years of 1975 and 2011 both 

recording only 455mm.   The overall pattern shows no real upward trend but is the intensity of the 

events changing? 

 

Walking the boggy footpaths and fields under grey skies dampens the spirits and with the gold 

and reds disappearing from the hedges and trees we look forward to winter solstice and lengthen-

ing days from the 21st December. 

For farmers the maize is finally in the clamps as winter forage and there is little or no field work to 

be done until spring.   The grass is still growing though, albeit slowly, and would provide some val-

ue for dairy cows out under the New Zealand system.  Arable crops are behind closed gates until 

mid-late February when the first nitrogen is needed and hopefully a good hard winter will reduce 

disease pressure. 

Curious Raven (Betton) 

No Nature Notes this month, but instead, a timely article from a new contributor, the ‘Curious Raven’ 

of Betton. 

Following the ‘wet’ theme, 

parishioners won’t need 

reminding about the flood at the 

end of October, but adversity 

often brings out the best in 

people, and thanks must go out 

to all those who did what they 

could to help others. You know 

who you are!  



 

 

Mucklestone W I News 

We meet on the first Wednesday of the 

month at 7.15pm in the Jubilee Hall, 

Norton-in-Hales. At each meeting, we 

have guest speakers who present on a 

wide variety of interesting topics, 

together with a themed competition, 

which is a bit like a children's ‘show and 

tell’ but for grown ups! 

Guests are very welcome to attend our 

meetings. Contact Ruth on 638632 

Here are the dates and topics for our 

next few meetings: 

4th December 2019  

Times through Xmas’s – Kath Reynolds 

Competition: A Vintage Xmas Item 

January 2020: 

Coffee and catch up 

Details tbc at December meeting. 

4th February 2020 

Love is all around – Sylvia and Jill 

Competition: A Home-made 

Valentine Card 



No Bloom Meeting in December:  

Norton In Bloom 
The results of the Britain in Bloom competition just made it into the November magazine. Secretary 
of the group, Amy Hammond, went to London for the results ceremony and her report follows. 

On Friday 25th October, Ann Holland and I made our way to Westminster to attend the Britain in 
Bloom awards evening. Dame Floella Benjamin presented the awards to all entrants. Our village 
category was one of the first to be announced and we received a Gold award! The category winner 
was a village from Yorkshire - Green Moor - for whom this was their first time in the finals. 

The following day I attended a feedback session in which the judges praised the volunteers for all 
their hard work over the year and highly commended our community engagement and stunning 
floral displays. Their feedback included recommendations such as making more of the rich village 
history, tending to a few distressed trees and the use of additional water butts.  

I would like to pass on my thanks to everyone involved, from the regular volunteers to the bell 
ringers on the judging day. It would not be possible to achieve such a fantastic result without 
everyone's input. 

At a well-attended November Bloom meeting the group took time to study the judges’ comments in 
some detail and, although it was felt that some were ‘nit-picking’ criticism, it was also felt that we 
can always learn from how outsiders see us.  

For example, on the environmental side, the judges said that we should have left all hedges 
untrimmed in the village until after 1st September.  They particularly commented on the churchyard 
hedge in this respect. This goes against the grain a bit because it looked very untidy and we 
decided that we can avoid criticism in future by documenting checks that there are no birds still 
nesting in any hedges before trimming. (Of course if cultivations etc. allow, there is much more food 
available for birds over winter if hedges are not trimmed until spring.) 

As Amy says above, another subject that was raised by the judges was that we should make more 
of our parish history, and the group would like to pursue the possibility of providing an information 
board in the village, perhaps in the bus shelter. 

Meanwhile, work continues in the village. Many more crocuses have been planted courtesy of the 
Rotary Club (as part of their ‘Purple for Polio’ campaign to eliminate this disease in the world), both 
in the churchyard and by school children outside the school. The beds outside the school have also 
been severely pruned and thinned. The displays for winter are largely completed, the last job being 
the planting of hundreds of tulips, which will have been completed before the end of November. 

The Christmas Fair took place in the village hall in mid-November and was judged to be another 
success and thanks go to those who took stalls or who came along to purchase goods. It is hoped 
to put it on again next year, meeting the only adverse comment that there were too many cakes and 
not enough savouries in the café!! 

If anybody feels inspired 
to get involved, everyone 
is welcome, whether you 
would like to help with the 
physical work, or help 
behind the scenes 
organising events. Please 
either get in contact, or 
come along to one of our 
meetings – dates are 
always in the magazine. 

 

Photograph of Amy and 
Ann receiving the 
award – photograph 
courtesy RHS 



Date of January Meeting To Be Confirmed 

Garden Notes For December 
There are always jobs to do in the garden, but the enthusiasm to 
get outside can be missing in December! One job that can be 
done without getting dirty is pruning, and this is the subject for this 
month. It is as well to do it now, as it is surprising how soon in the 
winter the sap starts rising, particularly in trees such as Birch and 
Maple. Maple syrup is of course produced by drilling holes in the 
tree and catching sap as it rises and flows out. Pruning too late 
has the same effect and weakens the tree. 

Something that appears like a dark art is pruning fruit trees. Plum 
trees and damsons should always be pruned during the growing 
seasons so that wounds heal quickly and thus prove an exception 
to the general rule. Major work on apples and pears should be 
done in winter. 

Neglected trees often have a crowded main branch framework, so 
the objective of pruning is to improve branch spacing, allowing 
light and air to reach all parts of the tree and easing picking and 
maintenance. An open, goblet-shaped branch structure is the 
ultimate aim. 

When cutting a stem, cut just above a healthy bud, pair of buds or 
side shoot. Where possible, cut to an outward-facing bud or 
branch to avoid congestion and rubbing of branches.  The ideal 
point to make a cut is immediately outside the 'collar' (i.e. to retain 
the collar), which is normally visible as a distinct bulge where the 
branch joins the trunk or main stem. Branches should neither be 
cut back flush to the trunk or main stem, nor left with a large snag, 
as these will result in poor healing or excessive dieback. 

The more you prune, the stronger the regrowth (if the tree is 
healthy). If you have pruned too hard, your tree is likely to produce 
vigorous upright branches called watershoots. This isn’t ideal, as 
they crowd the crown. Watershoots growing in a convenient place 
– e.g. filling a gap – can be pruned by about third to encourage 
branching. Otherwise, remove them from their point of origin. 

Photograph showing 
water shoots 

growing from a 
previously pruned 

branch. 

If a branch is too long, prune back to a well-placed 
outward-growing side branch. The side branch 
should be at least one-third thicker than the branch 
being cut out; if smaller (i.e. weaker) they have a 
tendency to die back and produce watershoots’ from 
the cut end. 

Think of pruning as a thinning-out process, 
selectively removing or shortening a branch here 
and there as you move around the tree. Focus on 
areas where the growth seems more crowded. 
Young trees are slightly different and should have 
about the one-third of their branches’ length 
removed. 

It is often difficult to reach higher branches, and 
telescopic pruners activated by pulling a cord are 
most useful. Here are some that I have had for some 
years. 

Remember that some trees are what is known as tip-bearing e.g. Bramley; that is, fruit are 
produced wholly or partially at the end of branches, so if you give a tree a ‘hair-cut’ rather than 
thinning, there may not be any fruit the following year! 



Share your passion for music with: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com 

A Passion For Music—Dick Walton—My Generation 

I guess my interest in music started, as with most people, in my early teens, ’though I do confess to 

buying Charlie Drake’s “Splish Splash” as a 78 rpm back in the 1950’s. To bolster my rating on the 

cool-ometer, I did buy Elvis’s “Jailhouse Rock” and Tommy Steele’s “Singing the Blues”, too! 

First LP? – “With The Beatles”.  I was lucky to take an interest in music as the explosion of bands 

took hold, led by The Beatles, but including the many other bands of the time took hold.  The 

Beatles always held a leading place for me because they in effect blazed the trail and also kept 

innovating throughout their performing and recording careers. I never saw them live, but would 

recommend the Bootleg Beatles as an option even today – they take their tribute act VERY 

seriously, they stay in character throughout and you get to see “A Day In The Life” performed live, 

which of course The Beatles never did. 

Favourite other band?  The Who.  My friends in those days 

said they would never last – but after “Tommy” they just 

grew into bigger shoes.  I never saw them live until 1990.  I 

had just been voted on as parent governor at Norton School 

and the first meeting clashed with tickets for The Who. What 

to do – no contest!!  So I was elected Chair of Governors in 

my absence – but never missed another Governors meeting 

– honest!  I’ve seen them several times since. Best concert 

of theirs was around five years ago when they performed 

Quadrophenia live – even including by the wonders of 

modern technology clips of John Entwistle and Keith Moon 

slotted into the live performance. 

Maybe we have been the curse of two acts, though?  

We were there at “V” for the last ever time Oasis 

performed together.  And we were there at Wembley for 

the last time (for now) that Adele performed live. 

My own performances – nothing to boast about, but at a 

social function, I did sing a modified version of “The Wild 

Rover” backed by Ralph Ellis, the (then) retired lead 

guitarist of the Swinging Blue Jeans (of Hippy Hippy 

Shake fame).  Luckily not recorded for posterity. 

First concert?   Fresher’s Ball at UCL including Bo 

Diddley and the Graham Bond Organisation (featuring 

Ginger Baker their drummer at the time). Same year 

(1966) I saw Bob Dylan at the Albert Hall as part of his 

legendary tour featuring “The Band” for the first time.  

Since then I could list a multitude of bands and artists 

we have seen live. Rod Stewart, Bruce Springsteen, 

Leonard Cohen multiple times. Desmond Dekker, 

Spencer Davis, Human League, Gerry & The 

Pacemakers, The Killers, Snow Patrol, Dido, Amy 

Winehouse, Coldplay, Scouting for Girls, Paul Simon, 

David Essex - what an eclectic mix – I could go on !! 

Get your coat—you’ve pulled! 

Where did I leave that coat? 
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Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editorial Panel, which reserves the right, at its absolute discretion, to amend, edit, 
abbreviate, precis or refuse to publish any submitted contribution. Contributions, including photographs, are submitted at the contributor’s own risk and are not 

necessarily returnable. 

Pastures New 

This ancient church, which is understood to date to around 435AD, is dedicated to St. Tanwg and is 

believed to be one of the oldest Christian foundations in Britain, and perhaps the oldest with a 

continuous Christian history. The original church on this site was much smaller than the present 

building and was probably built from stones carried from the beach. One stone of particular interest 

is the Ingenuus stone, an eight-foot-long, 5th Century pillar stone lying by the altar. The stone is 

made from a rock type not found in Merioneth and is believed to have come from the Wicklow Hills 

in Ireland. It weighs three-quarters of a ton and must have come to Wales in a sizeable ship. It size, 

exotic material and foreign origin stamps it as belonging to a person of exceptional importance 

There are three lines of script written along the axis of the stone as was the custom for the Britons. 

Two lines are indecipherable, but the first line records the name “Ingenui” i.e. the stone of Ingenuus. 

It makes you wonder who Ingenui was and why he’d take the trouble to move such a large stone 

across the Irish Sea to North Wales? 

The present building was started in the early Middle-Ages. Because of its isolated position and the 

building of Harlech church, St. Tanwg’s escaped the ‘improvements’ of the Victorian age and is of 

architectural interest for that, but its special value today is the light that is helping to shed on the last 

days of Roman Wales as Europe slid into the Dark Ages.  

Although we are lucky to live in 

a lovely part of the world, our 

friends and neighbours do move 

on, and many of them end up 

living in equally nice and 

interesting parts of the country. 

One such former resident of the 

parish is Sian Walkden, 

previously of Betton. Sian 

recently got in touch with 

Michael Taylor of Brand Hall, to 

share details of a most unusual 

church, which is located close to 

her home in the village of 

Llandanwg, just south of 

Harlech in North Wales. 

If you find yourself in North 

Wales, perhaps visiting 

Barmouth or Snowdonia, you 

might like to take a detour to 

Llandanwg to see St. Tanwg’s 

for yourself. 

An interesting theory about one 

of the building’s uses is that St. 

Tanwg’s was a Chapel of Rest 

for corpses to be transported for 

burial on Bardsey Island.  
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If you’d like to light a candle, cut out the 

form and send to Mel or Jean 



 

 



Village Bells, Clock and Carillon Fund stands at £3,450 

Lost Highway 

A full village hall welcomed back the group 
Lost Highway on 9th November. The 
audience were entertained with a wide 
genre of songs, from Dylan, Folk Music, 
and Blues to the rousing Maverick’s ‘Dance 
the Night Away’. 

The event was organised by the Friends of 
Norton, who would be pleased to receive 
suggestions for other music groups who 
could be booked for the village. Contact via 
the Bradling Stone Editor. 

Church Bells Update 

Tennis Club Quiz 

Work is under way on the refurbishment of the 
carillon hammer. This work has been approved by 
the PCC and is being undertaken by Andrew 
Roycroft at Knighton. So far, he has identified 
three common problems, namely very worn 
bearings , bent cranks and loose fixings. 

Publicity for the appeal has been circulated to Bell 
Ringers round the country and an article will 
appear in Ringing World and in the Shropshire 
Association newsletter. The appeal is expected to 
be helped by future events at Norton including a 
Choir Concert and organ recital both planned for 
2020. 

An application for National Lottery funds is being 
prepared under the Heritage Scheme, and grant 
applications being made to specialist funders. The 
refurbishment of the Carillon drum, hammer pull-
off system and re-cabling will not proceed until the 
PCC feel enough funds are available. 

In the meantime the Carillon and clock chimes are 
out of action. 

Many thanks to everyone who supported our recent 
Tennis Club Quiz – the village hall was a full house! 
A big thank you to our two quiz masters, Richard 
Apperley and Dave Smithers, and also to the 
members who produced all of the refreshments. 
Proceeds will be going towards maintaining the 
courts, which will re-open next May 2020. Any new 
members will be most welcome!!  



 

 



 

 



Christmas Greetings 

Follow Norton News on www.nortoninhales.org 

Final Club Results        Inhouse Competition News 

Whitchurch League A Team – Division 4 - 11th  Dave Parton Winner - Richard Marshall 

Whitchurch League B Team - Division 6 - 5th  Keaystone Cup - Jessica Marshall 

Market Drayton League A Team - Division 3 - 10th Charlie Harvey Cup - John Yeomans 

Market Drayton League B Team – Division 5 - 4th Chairman’s Award - David Wilton 

Market Drayton Seniors A Team – Division 2 - 2nd Most Improved Player - Jim Blackburn 

Market Drayton Seniors B Team - Division 3 - 2nd Market Drayton – JR Salmon/ Neil Groom 

          Seniors – Dave Wilton/ Janet Marshall 

          Mixed Doubles Winners – Arthur Locklin 

               & Jessica Marshall 

          Averages Winners - Whitchurch 

              JR Salmon/ Andrew Swire 

Richard and Jean Ancliffe 

Mel and Joyce Rees 

Doreen Brassington 

Joan Horton 

Don and Yvonne Alcock 

Alan and Carolyn Dutton 

Sue Tudge 

Gwen Lovatt 

Janet Evans 

Simon and Sarah Belfield 

Jeff and Judith Harrall 

Mary Eardley 

Ann and Malcolm McDonald 

Sally and Jeremy Guest 

Rob and Maria Blackshaw 

Sally and Roger Peake 

Warm wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all our friends and neighbours in Norton from: 

Norton in Hales Bowling Club 
The Bowling Season has now closed for another year and Celebration Season is in full flow.  

Norton-in-Hales held their Annual Presentation on the 15th November, to celebrate their inhouse 

competitions and some cracking results in the Leagues. Both the Seniors Teams picked up prize 

money for coming 2nd in their Divisions, which reflected outstanding commitment by the teams. 

Captains Mel Rees and Joyce Swire both reported they were very proud of their teams.  

Celebrating Most Wins in Division 6 of the Whitchurch League was Andrew Swire, who collected his 

trophy at the Whitchurch Dinner.  


