
THE BRADLING STONE 
THE NORTON IN HALES MAGAZINE 

Issue 7—October 2019 



Patrons have contributed to the annual cost of the magazine and we wish to thank them for their valuable contributions.  

If you would like to become a patron then please contact the secretary: secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 

This Charming Man 
This month’s cover photo, which was taken by Carol Swales, is something of a mystery. Take a 
stroll around the outside of the church to see if you can spot the bearded man. Who is he? Why is 
he there? Does anyone know anything about him? 

Please keep sending your photos to: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com . Remember, the quirkier, the 

better! 

What’s On In October?…. 

Further Ahead…. 
1 Nov Tennis Club Quiz Jubilee Hall 7.30 pm 

Tickets from Mary (07943 828187), 
Tracey(654252) or Sara (653023) 

6 Nov Mucklestone W.I. Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm 
Speaker – Marc Brimble on the Simple 
Life of Pennsylvania 
Competition – Item with Stars/Stripes  

7 Nov Jazz Evening St. Chad’s Church 7.30 pm 
Tickets £12.50 
Mel Rees, Richard Ancliffe, Sarah 
Smith, Doreen Brassington  

9 Nov Lost Highway Group Jubilee Hall 8.00 pm Tickets £5 see Bev & Carol—658983  

12 Nov Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Hall 7.30 pm  

16 Nov Christmas Fair Jubilee Hall 
10:00am – 

3:00pm  
Time to find some Christmas 
presents?  

Reminders 
Date for the next month should be sent to secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month at the latest. Future events can be flagged up as required.   

Date Event Where Time Extra Info. 

Tue 1  
Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 

10.00 am—
11.30 am 

Everybody welcome.  Meet friends 
and make new acquaintances  

Parish Celebration Evening  Jubilee Hall 7.30 pm  

Wed 2 Mucklestone WI Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm 
Speaker – Sue Simmons on Manx 
Quilting 
Competition – A Pincushion  

Sun 6 
Praise and Worship 
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity  

St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Cleaning Julie Panter 
Flowers from Harvest Festival  

Tue 8 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
 

Sat 12 
Coffee Morning in aid of 
Church Funds  

Bellaport Home Farm  
10:00am -
12:00am  

Courtesy of Mr & Mrs Smith 
(Everybody is  Welcome)  

Sun 13 
BCP Morning Prayers 
Seventeenth Sunday after 
Trinity  

St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Cleaning Julie Panter 
Flowers Sara Smith  

Tue 15 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
 

Sun 20 
Family Service 
Eighteenth Sunday after 
Trinity  

St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Cleaning Julie Panter 
Angela Bennett  

Tue 22 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
 

Sun 27 
BCP Holy Communion 
Last Sunday after Trinity  

St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Cleaning Julie Panter 
Angela Bennett  

Tue 29 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
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Share your passion for music with: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com 

Still Got The Blues— Nigel Passmore 

My love for Blues music was triggered way back in 1964 

when The Animals topped the charts with ‘House of the 

Rising Sun’, followed a few months later by the Rolling 

Stones’ ‘Little Red Rooster’. Both were cover versions of 

Blues originals and my interest in this genre was stirred. 

Soon afterwards, the more recently named ‘British Blues 

Explosion’ began and this lasted from the late 60s until the 

mid 70s. This movement was led by many bands including 

the Yardbirds, Spencer Davis Group, John Mayall’s 

Bluesbreakers, (Peter Green’s) Fleetwood Mac, Savoy 

Brown, Chicken Shack, Colosseum, Cream, Keef Hartley 

Band and the Groundhogs. I bought as many of their LPs as I 

could afford and attended some of their gigs too. 

These bands were inspired by the original Mississippi Delta Blues singers and, more latterly, the 

Chicago-based ones. Ironically the success of the British bands re-ignited interest in the original 

Blues singers who then enjoyed a good degree of transatlantic success themselves. At this point, I 

started to acquire LPs by bluesmen such as Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, BB King, John Lee 

Hooker, Bukka White, Robert Johnson, Skip James and Sonny Terry/Brownie McGhee. 

Perhaps my greatest inspiration was John Mayall and the first blues album I bought was his debut 

‘Blues Breakers’, featuring Eric Clapton. Born in Macclesfield, he lived in a tree house before forming 

the Bluesbreakers! He was, and still is, an uncompromising band leader; he hired and fired his band 

members regularly and each LP featured new players. However, thanks to him, Eric Clapton formed 

Cream, Peter Green formed Fleetwood Mac, Jon Hiseman 

formed Colosseum to name but a few and the rest is history! He 

was a shrewd band leader too and he never trusted 

management and personally ‘clicked’ every fan into his gigs in 

the early days as he was paid according to the size of the 

audience. 

John is 85 now and still recording and touring – a true legend 

and nicknamed ‘The Godfather of British Blues’. He has lived in 

California for many years but I was lucky to catch him at the 

Regent in Stoke last year and shake him warmly by the hand in 

advance of a rocking set when he belied his advancing years. 

This group was a huge success when they appeared at the 
Norton village hall in the spring. They are back again on 9th 
November and tickets are now on sale. It could be a sell out, so 
buy now from Bev and Carol at The Terrace, off Bellaport Rd, or 
Jeff Harrall at Cotehele , Chapel Lane. The cost is just £5 and 
there is no bar, so bring your own drinks along. The group play a 
mixture of Folk, Blues, Jazz and Classic Pop. So there will be 
something for everyone  

Lost Highway—Can’t Can Find My Way back Home  
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Please continue to share your nature sightings to: 

Nature  
On the morning of the 2nd of September I was outside the school and noticed a gathering of 

swallows and house martins. They became agitated and were making alarm calls as they darted 

erratically between the rooftops. A few pigeons also took to the air and were joined by some 

starlings that rocketed away. I understood this activity signalled an approaching bird of prey and I 

expected to see a sparrowhawk glide in over the roof of the school. What I did see was even better 

– a hobby! Amongst all the chaos from the other birds this beautiful falcon (kestrel size) had its 

sharp wings bent in hunting mode and flew direct and with purpose. I had an excellent view of its 

moustache stripes and white throat, streaked cream body and red of the underside of its tail. I have 

observed hobbies many times before, but never in the village and because it flew low over my 

garden, can add it to the garden list! Interestingly the scientific name for the hobby is Falco subbuteo 

– the popular table top football game was named after this bird of prey as it was the game designers 

favourite bird.  

An otter was seen by a villager near to Oakley Hall last month. Being seen at close range in daylight 

gave an opportunity to make out its features 

and its distinctive and playful walking action.  

We know they are along the River Tern, 

based on reports in the area in recent years, 

but seeing them is another thing entirely! As 

many of you know, the River Tern flows into 

the River Severn near Atcham, a few miles 

south of Shrewsbury.  Following the otter 

theme, a few days ago, while fishing the 

Severn for barbel, Mark H reported 

watching an otter for several minutes and 

managed to take a number of photos, 

including this one. 

Curley has reported seeing our local ravens (juveniles probably) in the large trees in the centre of 

the village and I’m sure many of you have heard their distinctive calls recently. They have certainly 

provided some competition for our crows and jackdaws.  

I have had reports of a red kite again from several people and had some splendid views of the bird 

myself on most sides of the village.  

Nick R who is out along the Bellaport Road sent me his sightings from early August. This included a 

spotted flycatcher that had nested by his back door but was sadly taken by magpies and also 

watched a sparrowhawk take a swallow fledgling from a telegraph wire close to the house. As Nick 

put it in his email – Nature red in tooth and claw! Finally Nick had seen and photographed four little 

egrets on his pond, the birds stopping briefly before moving on. This is a great sighting for the parish 

list! These birds are becoming increasingly 

widespread and are no longer the rare sighting 

they once were and its great they have been 

reported. 

Una C sent me an interesting photo of a 

caterpillar that she found in her garden. I’m not 

entirely sure what it is, but think that it might be 

a Speckled Wood. 



Chris28green@yahoo.co.uk 

Notes 

Finally I found 
a barn owl 
feather at the 
corner of 
Beswick Lane 
this week, so 
keep your eyes 
open if you are 
walking the dog 
at dusk.  

Have you been pestered by wasps this 

summer? Alastair has, and he had a 

chat with me about something he had 

not witnessed wasps doing before – 

they had been attacking his runner 

beans with some ferocity and had 

done quite a bit of damage to what 

Alastair described as ‘prize runners’! It 

was also great to receive a report from 

Alastair near the end of August that he 

had seen and heard the delightful, but 

somewhat haunting, call of a curlew 

passing the farm. Certainly one of the 

most distinctive sounds of our country-

side.  

Maintaining the caterpillar theme, I 

photographed a brightly coloured caterpillar 

in my garden, So bright, in fact, that it 

doesn’t look altogether real! This 

spectacular creature grows up to be a 

Sycamore Moth—a very drab individual 

compared to its larval form 



Next In Bloom Meeting: 7.30 PM on 10 October in the Hinds Head 

Norton In Bloom 
This month we have a report on the Village Show and a list of all the winners appears overleaf. If 
your name does not appear perhaps it is because you did not take part! If so, why not rectify that 
next year? 

It was a lovely mild sunny day for the Show, which was very well attended, and some 150 items 
were entered into the 46 different classes ranging from vegetables, flowers, jams, chutneys, knitted 
tea cosies to the longest runner bean at 18.5” and heaviest onion at over 2lbs (Alistair and Graham 
Noden). Popular categories were Runner Beans and Cherry Tomatoes which must have been 
favoured by the warm but wet weather. Also the 3 dahlias category was very popular with the most 
entries at 10. The Victoria Sponge class had 7 entries and was won by 11yr old Katie Holland with a 
superb baked sponge beating the adults in this class. Well done Katie. 

Judging was from 11am to 1pm and the doors re- opened at 2.30pm for all villagers and entrants to 
enjoy a cuppa and freshly baked cakes, whilst viewing the entries and winner certificates. 

The In Bloom Chairperson, Ann Holland presented the cups for Overall Produce Winner to Jeff 
Rutter, Overall Domestic Winner to Sue Meyer and Overall Children’s winner to Katie Holland. Well 
done to all who participated and a big thank you to all the volunteers who help to keep the Village 
Show tradition going from year to year. 

Sue Meyer receiving the 
Rose Bowl trophy for the 
most points in the domestic 
section. 

Jeff Rutter being 
presented with the cup 
by Ann Holland for being 
overall winner in the 
horticultural section 

Katie Holland being given the 
prize for the Junior section by 
her mother! 

The next meeting of the 
group is on 10th October at 
7.30pm in the Hinds Head 
and so please come along 
if you have not been before. 
As you can see, it’s not just 
all gardening! 



 

Garden Notes 

I was recently sent a photograph of a greatly 
oversize flower stem which dwarfed all the 
others on the plant with a query asking what 
was going on! This would in fact have been 
caused by a mutation. 

We have such a variety of different flower 
varieties because they do seem to mutate 
relatively easily, often due to a virus, and by 
increasing from that mutation by vegetative 
propagation it enables the new characteristic 
to be multiplied to many more plants. You 
may hear gardeners referring to these 
mutations as ‘sports’. 

This month is a good time to sort out lawns! Turf can be laid and seed sown on new lawns or on 
bare patches, but best at the start of the month. Scarifying a lawn with a rake or machine is good for 
it and a dressing of a special autumn fertiliser will keep it looking good over winter. With our light soil 
in Norton, feeding the lawn regularly does seem to pay dividends.  

 

Now is a good time to plant or move trees, shrubs and plant hedges as the soil is warm and roots 
can grow, yet the days are cooler and plants do not loose so much water from the leaves. Bulbs and 
spring bedding should be planted this month. In the Bloom group we are intending to put in red and 
yellow tulips, wallflowers and pansies round the village along with more crocuses at the church, 
courtesy of the Rotary Club. 

Jobs for October  

It also can work the other way 
round as is common with varie-
gated forms of shrubs and 
trees, when just some stems 
will revert to the original form. 
The photograph below is of my 
variegated Acer with one green 
shoot, which has reverted. This 
must be pulled away from the 
trunk as it will have much more 
vigour than its variegated com-
panions and will eventually 
take over! 

It is better to pull such shoots 
away as simply pruning them 
allows them to re-grow. 



Village Show Results 2019 

Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editorial Panel, which reserves the right, at its absolute discretion, to amend, edit, 
abbreviate, precis or refuse to publish any submitted contribution. Contributions, including photographs, are submitted at the contributor’s own risk and are not 

necessarily returnable. 

Category First Second Third 

Onions Graham Noden Winnie Groom Neil Groom 

Courgettes Jeff Rutter Julia Roberts N/A 

Beetroot Marie Blackshaw N/A N/A 

Marrow N/A N/A N/A 

French Beans - runner or 
dwarf 

Jeff Rutter N/A N/A 

Runner Beans Graham Noden Winnie Groom Julia Roberts 

Bunch of Herbs in water Julia Roberts Sue Meyer N/A 

Standard Tomatoes Jeff Rutter Ann Holland Alison Edmonds 

Cherry Tomatoes Sarah Hill Winnie Groom Neil Groom 

Cucumber Marie Blackshaw Alison Edmonds Winnie Groom 

Potatoes Alistair Noden Neil Groom Winnie Groom 

Carrots Alistair Noden Graham Noden N/A 

Peppers sweet or hot Amy Yorke N/A N/A 

Selection of 6 Vegetables Jeff Rutter Alistair Noden N/A 

Longest Runner Bean Alistair Noden Ann Holland Winnie Groom 

Heaviest Onion Graham Noden Neil Groom Winnie Groom 

Unusual shaped Vegetable N/A N/A Julia Roberts 

Eating Apples Ann Holland Alison Edmonds Corinne Tudge 

Cooking Apples Sarah Moulson Barbara Rigby Ann Holland 

Plums Ann Holland N/A N/A 

Damsons Jeff Rutter Sarah Moulson Graham Noden 

Vase of cut Flowers Sarah Moulson Gail Rutter Sue Meyer 

Single cut flower Sarah Smith Joyce Reece Sue Meyer 

Rose Sarah Moulson Sarah Belfield Winnie Groom 

Dahlias Alison Edmonds Veronica Green Barbara Rigby 

Gladiolus Sarah Moulson Sue Tudge Ann Holland 

Flower Arrangement vase Gail Rutter Jane Eardley Sarah Moulson 

Foliage Arrangement Sue Meyer Jane Eardley Jean Ancliffe 

Arrangement in teacup Sue Tudge Jane Eardley Gail Rutter 

Button Hole Gail Rutter Jane Eardley N/A 

Eggs Millie Belfield Sue Meyer Graham Noden 

Victoria Sponge Katie Holland Kimberley Tudge Sally Peake 

Savoury Quiche Jean Ancliffe Winnie Groom Jane Eardley 

Marmalade Enid Oakley Winnie Groom N/A 

Soft Fruit Jam Gwen Lovatt Enid Oakley Winnie Groom 

Chutney Relish Pickle Joe & Belen Lopez-Bloor Gail Rutter N/A 

Cheese Scones  Jane Eardley Sally Peake Sue Tudge 

Handmade Flower Sue Meyer Winnie Groom N/A 

Norton Parish photo Sue Meyer Winnie Groom David Mason 

Knitted Tea Cosy Wendy Palin Gwen Lovatt Winnie Groom 

Children 7 & Under 

Sketch N/A     

Handmade Flower N/A     

Handwriting N/A     

Children 8 - 11 years 

Sketch N/A N/A N/A 

Handmade Flower Katie Holland N/A N/A 

Handwriting Kimberley Tudge Corinne Tudge  Katie Holland 

Cup Winners 

Domestic Section Sue Meyer     

Produce Jeff Rutter     

Childrens Katie Holland     



100 Club September Results: 1st –Graham Maggs, 2nd - Steven & Fiona Bailey, 3rd - Christopher Chitty. If you haven't joined the 

100 Club there's still the opportunity to join for the rest of the year. Please contact Jean on 653878 or Carol on 658983 

A View From The Vicarage  

A mask lets us hide ourselves and perhaps take on the persona of our character.  We get to play 

someone different from ourselves.  That can be fun for this kind of celebration, and it can also allow 

us the freedom to do and be things we ordinarily are not. 

For one day of the year, that’s play fun.  But what about the rest of the year?  There are many 

people who don’t like themselves—their looks, their body shape, even their personality.  Many 

people are broken inside and don’t want anyone else to see that brokenness.  Their solution?  Put 

on a false front; a mask.  Show others what they want them to see or how they want to be seen.  It 

can be a happy face, when inside they are hurting.  It can be a brave face, when in fact they are 

terrified.  At some point or other, we have all done it. 

When Samuel was sent by God to anoint Saul’s successor as king, God told Samuel not to judge by 

the outer appearance, because while people judge others by their looks (first impressions), God 

looks into the heart. [1 Samuel 16:7]  While we might put on a mask and take on a different persona, 

we are simply trying to hide the real us (which we might not like) and choosing to portray what we 

think is a “better” one.   

God sees into our hearts.  He knows the real us.  He invites us to be real, especially with Him.  He 

wants us to take off our public and private masks and come to Him just as we are.  In worship and in 

prayer, we come to God and have the opportunity not to hide behind a mask, but to show Him our 

true heart, regardless of circumstances or condition.  When we do, He will help us to move forward.  

He offers healing and strength and wholeness. 

When we turn the calendar one more page to NOVEMBER, we come face-to-face with the reality of 

war.  Remembrance Sunday (10th November at 10:45am) is the day we mark the end of the First 

World War, but also a time to remember all who served and died in the armed forces in conflicts 

worldwide over time.  We do not mask the sacrifices too many made for the preservation of our 

nation and freedom.  It is an important time not to hide behind other events that day and use them 

as an excuse not to mark this important occasion.   

With God’s help, we can all shed our masks and be real.  Wouldn’t that be nice? 

 

Rev. Don Alcock 

Telephone:  01630 647 911 

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com 

When we turn over another page of our wall calendars and see the 

word OCTOBER at the top, many immediately think, “Halloween!”  

Plans begin for celebrating and the first order of business is the 

costume.  What will I be?  Whether it’s a superhero, a movie 

character, someone famous (from the fields of sports, movies, 

politics, and music) the proper attire is a must.  To complete the 

costume, and for us to become that character/person, the most 

important feature is probably the mask. 
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Norton in Hales Tennis Club—The Results 

Firstly, just to remind everyone, that last year the Men’s 1st team were promoted to Division 3, which 
is the highest level attained by our club. Given that our club is one of the smallest in the league, and 
only open for four months of the year, that was an amazing achievement!  This year, captain Phil 
Backes and his team had to up their game somewhat, playing teams from all over the county and 
there were some strong performances from Phil and his partner Paul Parton.  However, I’m afraid to 
have to tell you that, by only one point, Norton have missed staying in this Division – very unlucky.  
If it’s any consolation, they will meet our 2nds team though next year as they have had a wonderful 
season ending up 2nd in division 5 north.  So well played!  Should be interesting next year! 

For the first time in club’s history a mens 3rd team entered the Shropshire LTA league captained by  
Roly Tavernor, coming back after a  long period of injury, but fully fit now!!  Luckily, he had several 
young players eager to take part too, which bodes well for the future of the club.  The team ended 
up coming 3rd , behind a strong Woore team and Oswestry, and also gain promotion for next year! 
On the player stats, our very own Roly Tavernor beat off other team members in coming top for div 
7!! 

The Ladies team (the one and only) played well finishing a very credible 4th , but just outside the 
promotion zone. The top three teams – Shrewsbury, Woodfield and Baschurch excelled this season, 
so we were very happy with this result.  Apart from our regular members: Sarah, Jennie, Tracey and 
myself, the club also recruited a couple of younger players – Molly and Amy, which is fantastic for 
the club.  

Nowadays, grass courts are pretty unique for club tennis and on a beautiful summers evening with 
the church bells ringing, cricketers and bowlers out playing, there’s nothing better than playing down 
on the Norton courts, and many of our visiting teams are quite envious.  We must thank our 
Chairman Neil Backes for all his hard work preparing and maintaining the courts and keeping them 
at such a high standard.  What would we do without you Neil? 

One last thing, the famous Tennis Club Quiz hosted by Richard Apperley is back again this year on 
Friday 1st November at 7.30 pm at the village hall.  Tickets from myself (Tel 07943 828187), Tracey
(01630 654252) or Sara (01630 653023).  Always a good night! 

Mary Tavernor 



Village Bells, Clock and Carillon Fund stands at £1,527 

Knitted Tea Cosies—The New Rock’n’Roll? 

For years, television has regularly 

proclaimed that it has discovered 

the new rock’n’roll. Whether it’s 

been gardening, interior design, 

DIY, baking, sewing, even the 

resurgence of ballroom dancing 

(who could have foreseen that!?). 

We’ve then been swamped with 

innumerable TV shows, which have 

elevated their ’stars’ to popular 

media celebrities: Charlie 

Dimmock, Alan Titchmarsh, Handy 

Andy, Laurence Llewellyn—

Bowen—the list is almost endless. 

Who knew then, that a new TV 

show could be just around the 

corner? The Great British Knitted 

Tea Cosy Challenge. As these 

unbelievably accomplished 

examples, which were prize 

winners as last month’s village 

show, demonstrate, a challenger 

for Bake Off or Strictly might just be 

in the offing! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Cricket Scene 

Follow Norton News on www.nortoninhales.org 

The cricket season ended on the 21st September 
and NIHCC would like to thank everyone who has 
supported the Junior and Senior teams and club 
events this year. We are now looking forward to 
next season and hope to continue to grow at all 
levels. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for 
winter events and training.  

The entire club would like to wish 2019 overseas 
player Edrique Cook a safe trip home following his 
debut season with the club. He settled into the 
village and was a welcome presence around the 
club. Cheers Chef, have a great season back 
home!  

Aerial photo of the sports pavilion and cricket ground by Dave Mason 

The sports pavilion makes an excellent venue for birthday parties and other events. There is an 
ample car park, exterior seating and everything is very child friendly with lots of space for outside 
play. There is a large wall mounted large screen television and a very well equipped kitchen.  It is 
available to hire for £15 per hour. The licenced bar can also be hired for an additional £20 per hour 
which includes one bar staff. If you would like to book please call Chris Green on 07837 227476.  


