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Dates for your diary

Sunday 6th January Praise and Worship at 11:15am, St Chad’s 

(Matthew 2:1-12)

Sunday 13th January Morning Prayer at 11:15am, St Chad’s 

(Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22)

Sunday 20th January Family Service at 11:15am, St Chads 

(John 2:1-11)

Sunday 27th January Holy Communion at 11:15am, St Chads 

(1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21)

For any contributions to the Monthly Messenger, please email hannahmariahague@yahoo.co.uk Deadline for 

submissions is the 20th of each month.

Tuesday Coffee Mornings

Restarts on Tuesday January 15th. In the village hall from 10am – 11.30 everyone welcome.

St Chad’s Flower and Cleaning Rota for January

FLOWERS  & BRASSES                            CLEANING

5th Trish Seville Linda Neary

13th Trish Seville 

20th Gwen Lovatt

27th Gwen Lovatt

mailto:hannahmariahague@yahoo.co.uk


Our nation is soon to embark on a new path—Brexit.  Ever since the referendum was initially called, we 

have been filled with fear and anxiety for our future.  Both sides of the question have fear and anxiety 

over the unknown.  It reminds me of the Israelites leaving Egypt.  Some could see a bright future 

awaiting, while others longed for the certainties of the life left behind in Egypt.  As they headed off on 

their new adventure, some kept focused on what awaited them in the Promised Land, while others kept 

looking back.  The moaning and groaning on both sides became a daily occurrence. 

At the heart of it all, I believe, was the issue of identity.  Who am I?  Who are we?  What an important 

question!  At the same time, it is a most difficult question to answer.  Unless we answer that question 

first, it is difficult, if not impossible, to determine a path in life.  What makes it even more difficult is the 

fact that it is not a simple question, but rather a very complex one.  

What is the core to one’s identity?  For much of my life, my weight seemed to be my identity; and it was 

not a positive one.  I was “fat.”  That was my identity and everything I did and felt revolved around that 

one perception of myself.  There were a few times when I dieted and shed the excess pounds, but 

because I always regarded food as comfort, my successes were never permanent.  I fell back into my 

original identity—fat.  I always put on a good face, but inside I was miserable.  I didn’t like who I was.  

Five years ago I chose to change my identity. 

But to change was not simple.  I had to determine who I wanted to be.  What would define me and give 

me the chance to succeed and be a better me?  I quickly realized the complexity of the task at hand.  

My job?  Well I am a priest now, but I have also been a university professor, an administrative 

assistant, an orderly in a hospital, a tour guide at a historical park.  Do they define me?  I am a 

husband, a son, a brother, and an uncle.  Does any one or all of them define me?  I have lived in 

Montreal, Los Angeles, Calgary, Vancouver, Victoria, Bayfield, Cambridge (Ontario), Stanstead

Abbotts (Hertfordshire), and in Woore.  Does my location define me?  What about my education, my 

race, my nationality?  Do any of them define me?

They are all part of me, but I’m not sure I want to be identified by any one in particular.  So many of 

these factors can be fluid and change over time.  I wanted an identity which is solid—the rock 

foundation on which to build my identity.  It took many years of searching, but I finally found it in Jesus.  

It is hard to put it into words how wonderful that makes me feel.  I learned that Jesus loves me, all of 

me, including all the things wrong in me.  He walks with me daily as I struggle with issues, but by 

focusing on Him, I am able to see a way forward.  When Gideon was faced with what looked like an 

impossible mission, God’s message to him was simple: “Trust me!”  Gideon did, and his mission 

proved successful.  

2019 looks like it will be another year of change.  Will we face it with fear and anxiety, or will we put our 

trust in God to lead us forward into something which is perhaps new and exciting, even if with great 

challenges?  We have no guarantees, but one: God loves us and sent His one and only Son Jesus to 

die on the Cross for our salvation.  Faith in Jesus gives us forgiveness and eternal life in God’s 

Kingdom!  Now that’s an identity worth having.  God bless us this year and always.

A View from the Vicarage
Happy New Year! Traditionally this is a time of resolutions.  We plan to make changes in 

our lives to improve ourselves in ways we feel we are lacking.  For many, that means 

tackling the excesses of the Christmas holidays—weight.  For others, it might mean 

looking at a new career path, a move to a new home, or perhaps looking at retirement.  

Can we do it?  Will we be successful this time around? Do you know that fear and anxiety 

are two of the strongest weapons Satan will use to knock us off track?

Rev. Don Alcock

Telephone:  01630 647 911

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com

mailto:dga952@hotmail.com


Messages…

Norton in Hales Parish Council

Season’s greetings to all parishioners from the Members of Norton in Hales Parish Council. 

November’s meeting of the Parish Council comprised of routine business matters, with items to 

report for attention to the Highways’ Department being brought forward for consideration.  

The Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan was discussed with an update from the recent steering 

group meetings given.  Good progress is being made with Shropshire Council agreeing in principle 

to the designated area of the plan.    The Examiner’s Report on the Market Drayton Neighbourhood 

Plan has now been published with a recommendation that it cannot proceed to referendum due to 

failings in three key areas.  

A planning application for 4 dwellings at the site of the old coal yard at Victoria Wharf was 

considered .  Councillors voted to object to the proposals.   

The main focus of November’s meeting was the setting of the budget for 2019-20. The precept 

request will be determined in January.  

The Parish Council hopes to co-opt new members in 2019. If anyone is interested in joining the 

Council please contact the Clerk in the first instance.  Volunteers to get involved in the Three Parish 

Plan would be most welcome. Again, please contact the Clerk and see the websites for more 

details.

Happy New Year!

Elaine E reported that a sparrowhawk swooped down to her bird table and successfully caught a 

goldfinch from the group (a charm) that were feeding. This is itself quite spectacular but what 

suprised Elaine was that a greater spotted woodpecker, whom I expect was on his usual spot on 

the peanut feeder, remained motionless both during and after the predator had seized his quarry. 

Our sparrowhawks seem to enjoy quartering the village and can be seen daily. The many bird 

tables providing no shortage of small birds. 

Our barn owls must also be mentioned. Over a working week this month I saw a barn owl on every 

road leading into our village. They seem not to mind the glare of the headlights or noise of the 

engine and for me remained perched in the hedge top as I passed. One bird though, near Tunstall

Hall late at night, put on a fine display and effortlessly took to the wing and glided along the 

hedgerow for some distance. Alastair N also reports the barn owl and has recently erected more 

tawny owl boxes in the parish in the hope to encourage this declining species. I have heard them 

recently and they will soon be more active as they are early breeders. 

On a final note I saw a hare two weeks ago. What a sight as it leaped several meters and darted 

through an old hawthorn hedge!

Thanks for sharing your sightings through the year. I intend to publish a species list next edition. 

07837 227476  / chris28green@yahoo.co.uk

Norton Nature Notes

Just a few reports to end the year. Nigel P, whilst out running near Betton on the 

12th of December, heard then saw a raven. When I have seen these in the 

village they are often flying higher than other corvids and the distinctive call is 

often heard first - a deep, resonant, 'cronkk'. 


