Norton in Bloom 

Minutes of Meeting held at the Hinds Head on Thursday October 4th at 7.30pm 
1 Apologies. Veronica, Doreen.
2 Minutes of last meeting/matters arising not covered in other items. 

Agreed.
3 Correspondence: 
Many people, too many to mention, had sent congratulations for the achievement of a gold medal and winner’s award.

Nigel had investigated updating the honours board in the pub and the cost would be £25. The meeting agreed that this should be done.
Fiona Bailey had emailed to say that she had wished to give more attention to the Mary Keay bed, but that another commitment was precluding that at present. The group said that they would help by doing a bit of a makeover this winter.
Veronica has indicated that she was willing to participate in the autumn planting and to help at the Christmas Fair.

Andrew Christanace has congratulated the group on H of E success and indicated that he would be willing to lead another bat walk next year if there is demand.

Michael Taylor had communicated to ask if the Bloom Group could do a floral display incorporating the theme for protest posters in the village. The group thought that it would add more weight to opposition if people made individual protest and that the group should not take sides in this, or any other contentious issues.
4 Finance 
Jim reported that the bat walk had cost £78.80 (including a £50 donation to the Shropshire bat group) and donation came to £75. The balance stood at £680 before £33 for the Burton H of E awards ceremony costs.
5 2018 results – Britain in Bloom 2019
Heart of England would like to see Norton enter in the regional competition next year as well as the national. Judging would be flexible and judges would not expect to see ‘all the flags out’ for their visit, which would be low key.
Discussion was started on a suitable theme for 2019. One that had been successful in the past was a celebration of Norton Forge and ‘Sweden’s Thomas Telford’, Samuel Owen who was born at Norton Forge.
6 Christmas Cards  - Pricing, sales etc
After discussion it was agreed that the cost should be set at £2.50 for 5. If demand was colossal, a reprint could be considered, but it was thought best to price to sell, rather than seeking to maximise potential profit. Sales outlets to be considered were the church, pub and Christmas fair besides personal sales. Bev and Carol would oversee some of these. The cards were expected by 16th October and when Amy confirms receipt and has the wrappers, a few people will help stuff them (well volunteered, Sally!)
7 Autumn planting
Ann would order the bulbs and plants. Old tulip bulbs would be used at the recreation ground and round the church if of sufficient size. Griffin close barrels would retain the perennial plants.
Clearing the beds would be left a little longer, but once they had gone over they would be cleared as follows:
Village Hall and Horsewash – Sally and Veronica.
Brassington bed  _  Bev and Carol

Village centre – Malcolm, Ann M and Una

Jubilee bed – Ann H

Road signs and school – Chris

Griffin Close – Marie and Rob

Church Walks and Recreation Ground Jim and Lyn

Cleared plants which will not go in personal green bins are to be bagged behind the bus shelter. Malcolm to approach the council re green bins for Bloom use.
8 Christmas Fair

Bev reported that all tables are taken. Room open 8.30 am. Public 10 am – 2.00 pm. Lights wanted (Malcolm). Tombola – Jim and Malcolm who will also sell Christmas cards and honey. Marie suggested making up a Christmas Hamper to raffle – she would supply the empty basket, which was thought a good idea and  agreed. Bev would make it up – contents to her by 20th please.
9 Ideas for money raising events

Duck Race – Ann to consider.
Open gardens – Una said she would be happy to organise.

Beetle Drive.

Wind up horse racing night. Malcolm to investigate horses.
10 AOB
Entering into Britain in Bloom seemed a good opportunity to campaign for more helpers, particularly waterers. 

A bring and share evening would be held at Hazel Cottage in the New Year. This was favoured to a meal at the pub as it was easier to circulate.

Next meeting – November 1st.
