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Dates for your diary

Sunday 3rd March Last Sunday before Lent: Praise and Worship with Holy Baptism 

11:15am, St Chad’s Church (Luke 9:28-36)

Tuesday 5th March Pancake Supper at Betton Moss Farm at 7pm

Wednesday 6th March Ash Wednesday. 10:30am Imposition of Ashes service

Sunday 10th March Morning Prayer at 11:15am, St Chad’s 

(Psalm 91:1-11; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-11)

Sunday 17th March Family Service at 11:15am, St Chads 

(Luke 13:31-end)

Tuesday 19th March 3 Parishes evening event to raise awareness at the Jubilee Hall. 

Presentation, complimentary food and a quiz. Bookings can be made 

through Ian Sadler on 07730 797406. Teams of four are needed.

Sunday 24th March Holy Communion at 11:15am, St Chads 

(1 Cor 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9)

Sunday 31st March Mothering Sunday at 11:15am, St Chads 

(Luke 15:11-end)

Messages…

This will be the last edition of the Norton-in-Hales Messenger. It will be replaced with 

a free parish magazine. Please contact Jeff Harrall for enquires regarding where to send future 

contributions.

The History Detective – If you’ve enjoyed any of my historical pieces relating to Norton-in-

Hales, then you’ll be pleased to know I now have a website called www.thehistorydetective.org

where I will be publishing information about Norton’s historical figures, buildings and much more. 

Wedding Open Day at Goldstone Hall Hotel 
Award winning country house and wedding venue, Goldstone Hall Hotel, is to host a Wedding Open Day on 

Saturday 9th March 2019 from 11am to 3pm. Open to all future Brides, Grooms and their family and friends, 

the event is free of charge to attend and includes the opportunity to browse around their award winning hotel 

and garden including the Marquee, Oak Pavilion, 12 bedrooms and walled garden. The special occasion’s 

team, who head up the wedding and events at the hotel, will be there to show guests around and to ask any 

questions they may have. All those who attend will receive a complimentary glass of fizz plus canapés 

designed by Head Chef, Liam Philbin. Those interested are asked to reserve an appointment by calling 

01630 661 202 or emailing enquiries@goldstonehall.com 

http://www.thehistorydetective.org/


But before that sends you into a deep despair, just remember the Good News!  God sent His Son 

Jesus to make that atonement on our behalf.  He went to the Cross and suffered the death penalty 

all our sins deserve and require in the eyes of our just God.  Jesus was sinless and so He could 

and did take all our sins upon Himself to die with Him on the Cross.  Now there’s love!  Can you 

imagine?

Tuesday the 5th of March is Shrove Tuesday.  That’s the day traditionally set aside to use up things 

like eggs, flour, and butter before the fasting season of Lent.  In the “old days,” Christians fasted 

from such items of food for the forty days.  It was a sacrifice—a hardship—to remind ourselves of 

the sacrifice Jesus made for us.  What better way to use up such foodstuffs than to make 

pancakes?  St Chad’s has its Pancake Supper that evening at 7:00pm at Betton Moss Farm.  

Come and join us for some delicious goodies!

The next day, Wednesday the 6th is the beginning of the season of Lent—our preparation and time 

of reflection leading up to the Good Friday and Easter events.  On Ash Wednesday we have the 

opportunity to come into our church at 10:30am and recognize our sinful nature and our need for a 

Saviour.  The ashes which are traditionally applied to our foreheads come from the burning of the 

previous year’s palms of Palm Sunday.  It is a reminder that while the palms signified Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem, they are formed in the shape of a cross to remind us of His death 

on the Cross at Calvary.  The ashes remind us that our earthly desires must also die, so that we 

might inherit God’s eternal life.  Ash Wednesday is a powerful day celebrating love; God’s love.

Throughout March we have more opportunities to think about all the ways we have separated 

ourselves from God.  We reflect on all the things we love more than God.  Those things become 

idols in our lives, and Satan uses them to draw our love away from God.  Temptation is 

everywhere.  It is so easy to be distracted from our focus on loving God and to cast our love on 

another, whether it’s a person or thing.  What is getting in your way of loving God?  We often cast 

our eyes on things we seek to complete us, to make us feel fulfilled.  Over the years, I have 

learned that absolutely nothing can complete me like a real relationship with God.  His love can 

satisfy us like nothing else can ever do.

We end the month of March with one more special celebration of love—Mothering Sunday.  On the 

fourth Sunday of Lent each year, the church takes one day out to celebrate mothers.  Originally it 

was the one day a year that servants (particularly the children workers) were granted as a day to 

return to their home (mother) church to be with family.  It was a day to celebrate love.  The folks at 

St Chad’s will celebrate Mothering Sunday with a special service at 11:15am on Sunday the 31st.  

Why not come out and join us to celebrate our love for mums in a special way?

A View from the Vicarage
February might have been the traditional month of love, but March is equally a good 

month to focus on love.  It is the beginning of Lent, which is an annual time of 

personal reflection on how we might have failed in our relationship with our heavenly 

Father.  The wrong-doings we commit are the sins which separate us from our 

Creator God.  Through the Bible we learn that there is no way for us to atone for 

those sins and to restore our perfect relationship with the Father.

Rev. Don Alcock

Telephone:  01630 647 911

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com

mailto:dga952@hotmail.com


Norton in Bloom Newsletter
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In Your Garden

It is time to be well on with the growing of annuals. Unless something a bit unusual is 

wanted, it does not seem worthwhile buying seed these days, having to germinate it and 

then grow on, when small trays of seedlings are available in the Garden Centres, often for 

less than the price of a packet of seed. Dahlia tubers can also be started into growth now. I 

always set mine up in trays, lightly covered with compost and when they start to sprout, 

take cuttings a couple of inches long from the attachment to the tuber. This way many 

plants can be grown from one tuber and I believe they make better plants. Otherwise plant 

the tubers in the ground.

It is very tempting if we have a few sunny days in March to sow vegetable seeds in the 

veg. patch. You must remember however they will not germinate if the soil is not warm 

enough. I am reminded of advice given to me many years ago by a Mucklestone farmer 

who advised never to sow until the hawthorn hedges are showing green. They are the best 

soil thermometer we have! We    have to be a little careful here though as much of the 

hawthorn brought into the UK as plants is from Holland and their variety is in leaf before 

the British.  Just watch this spring!

Shallots, Onions and early potatoes are a bit tougher and they can go in the ground now. 

It’s amazing how much earlier potatoes can be planted than ‘when I was a lad’.

NEWS

Plans are underway for this year’s competition. Sally Peake and Ann McDonald have 

recently attended a Britain in Bloom seminar in Manchester where Ann Holland was also in 

her capacity as a Judge. The RHS theme for the competition this year is water – too much 

or too little in relation to environmental responsibility. So drought tolerant plants are one 

way of meeting this. The colour scheme for the village will be based on purple and pink 

with an accent on colour. 

Parton’s Pool has had a general tidy up, where we also have a few beehives. These 

contribute to the number of pollinating insects in the area and to the group’s coffers. A 

sample of honey was taken from one hive last August and sent of to the Centre of 

Hydrology and Environment as part of a national study they are undertaking to relate 

nectar sources with land use. The DNA analysis has recently come back showing that the 

honey, collected during June and July comprised 45% from White Clover, 30% from 

Brambles and the next largest was 7% from Garden Radish! So someone locally had sown 

a lot of radishes which had gone to seed. A further 25 flowers were identified in the sample.

The group is hoping to hold a Duck Race again this spring, always a popular event, so 

watch this space…
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NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL

Norton in Hales Parish Council held its last meeting on 15th January, with four members of the 

public in attendance. All councillors were present and Unitary Councillor, Roy Aldcroft attended the 

Meeting. 

Councillors considered an application to become a councillor and duly co-opted Ian Sadler to the 

Parish Council.

Cllr Aldcroft gave a report on Shropshire Council matters. The Council has recently bought the 

shopping centre in Shrewsbury which should give a return of c £2m. The Falxmills are being 

renovated. Student university accommodation is going to be provided. Two new pothole filling 

machines are now in use. Fly tipping is an ongoing issue. A small splash pool is being considered 

for Market Drayton to replace the outdoor pool. The Council is currently holding reserves of c£20m 

of unspent CiL Local funds. The next tranche of Neighbouhood Funds will be allocated to the 

generating Town and parish councils in April when the precepts are paid.

Councillors discussed the progress of the 3 Parishes complex Neighbouhood Plan. This will take 

about 2 years to complete and will go to referendum in 2020. The Clerk gave an overview of the 

Examiner's findings on the Market Drayton neighbourhood plan. The minutes published of the 

recent MD Governance and Community committee meeting recorded that the plan was only briefly 

referred to and the findings were not discussed. The report was published in November and the 

Examiner reported numerous failings which would prevent it progressing further. Cllr Aldcroft

confirmed that he was unaware that the report had been published and that it had not been 

circulated to the Town Councillors. The Councillors queried the apparent lack of accountability at 

the Town Council for the failure of the plan which cost in excess of £30k of public money. The Clerk 

recommended that the parish council reviews its responses to the MD NP. Councillors agreed to 

convene a working party to do so.

Two planning applications were considered and decisions noted. Councillors discussed the recent 

Local Plan Review presentation given by Shropshire Council in Market Drayton. As NIH is 

registered as rural countryside in the Local Plan no preferred sites for development have been put 

forward. Councillors agreed to review the Place Plan document to ensure it is up to date.

Councillors reviewed the budget for 2019-20 and agreed to request a precept of £15,914 which will 

mean a 0% increase.

The Parish Council will be holding a 3 Parishes evening event to raise awareness of the plan on 

19th March 2019 at the Jubilee Hall. The evening will comprise of a presentation, complimentary 

food and a quiz. Bookings can be made through Ian Sadler on 07730 797406. Teams of four are 

needed.

mailto:nortoninhalespc@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.nortoninhales.org/


Elaine kindly sent in a report about the bird activity in and around her garden feeders. 

Several long-tailed tits were seen enjoying the suet feeder, on which blue tits usually 

dominate, and a great spotted woodpecker has been seen a few times. Elaine is pleased 

that blackbirds and thrushes have been feeding in good numbers on wind fall apples from 

last autumn as these birds in turn help keep the slugs and snails down and off the plants. 

Goldfinches are also regular visitors. Elaine is hoping a tawny owl uses the nesting box 

that was built by Alastair and has been erected in the woodland.

A reed bunting was reported by Dick at the end of January. The bird had come into his 

garden on Napley Drive to feed on fat balls that are placed in an apple tree. Dick also had 

over 20 goldfinches on the roof of his garage pecking away at the moss in search of food. 

On the 4th February Jean at Betton reported that a fox (a dark, thin individual) moved out 

of her garden into the neighbouring field. In this field there were a small flock of sheep. 

The fox, clearly desperate, ran at the flock and then directly through the middle of them. 

The sheep swiftly parted and all escaped unharmed. In its condition the fox would not 

have been successful in taking on such quarry. This was the first time Jean had seen a fox 

in the three years having lived at Betton, although there had been regular signs of its 

presence in her garden recently. 

You will have noticed the increase in bird song recently. The robin and dunnock for me are 

the front runners should there be a prize for the most delightful early morning and late 

evening song, but it is of course the song thrush that is perhaps the most distinctive. One 

bird, probably perched at the top of the tallest tree in the centre of the village, decided to 

burst into song on the 9th February and was heard, and reported by, both Judith and 

Malcolm as their first of the year (although later than last year, possibly due to the recent 

cold spell).

Alex and Tom have both seen a barn owl perched on a fence post just off the Bellaport 

Road on several evenings recently.  

I am writing this on the 21st of February and the weather today has been wonderful. The 

mild temperature and bright sunlight brought out a brimstone butterfly – I saw it moving 

along the ivy at the school. Lesser celandine are appearing in the hedge bottom and the 

blackthorn flowers are ready to burst soon.

23rd January to February 21st 2019

Chris Green

07837 227476  / chris28green@yahoo.co.uk

Norton Nature Notes


