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Dates for your diary

Thursday 4th January Norton in Bloom Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm at the 

Hinds Head. All Welcome

Sunday 7th January Praise and Worship Service at  11:15am, St Chads 
(Matthew 2:1-12)

Sunday 14th January Morning Prayer at 11:15am, St Chads
(Acts 19:1-7; Psalm 29; Mark 1:4-11)

Sunday 21st January Family Service at 11:15am, St Chads

(John 2:1-11)

Sunday 28th January Holy Communion at 11:15am, St Chads
(Revelation 12:1-5a; Mark 1:21-28)

For any contributions to the Monthly Messenger, please email hannahmariahague@yahoo.co.uk

Deadline for submissions is the 20th of each month.

Messages…

Thanks and regrets St Chad’s Carol Singers 

The Carol Singers from St Chad’s Church would like to thank all who generously contributed and apologise 

for succumbing to the weather conditions which prevented them from completing their schedule in and 

around the village this year. 

Talk, Garden Question Time and Free Hotpot Supper – Friday 26th January

Norton in Bloom has persuaded Ross Underwood, the Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall, to give an illustrated 

talk in the village hall. There should also be an opportunity for gardening questions to be asked after a 

hotpot supper. Ross will introduce Hodnet Hall Gardens and go on to talk and show pictures illustrating a 

recent plant hunting visit to Sikkim.

In case you are wondering: 

Sikkim is a state in northeast India, bordered by Bhutan, Tibet and Nepal. Part of the Himalayas, the area 

has a dramatic landscape that includes India’s highest mountain, 8,586m Kangchenjunga. Sikkim is also 

home to glaciers, alpine meadows and thousands of varieties of wildflowers. 

Open to all and you don’t need to be a gardener! Just come along to the village hall at 7.30 on 26th January 

(no charge) to what should prove to be a fascinating evening. Tea and coffee will be available, but if you 

prefer alcohol, then please bring your own.

Sponsored by Norton in Bloom.

Tuesday Coffee Mornings

The Friends of Norton would like to thank all those who have attended the Tuesday coffee mornings each 

week, it has been a great success. The event will restart on Tuesday 9th January in the village hall from 

10am – 11.30 everyone welcome.
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Life is all about choices.  From the very beginning, God gave us free will to choose the directions for our 

lives.  God chose to create and in that choice, He opted to create Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden—

perfect man with perfect woman in the perfect place.  It was His expression of love, but as we all want to be 

loved by another, choice had to be part of the plan.  

God could have programmed Adam and Eve to love Him, but that defeats the notion that love is special 

when it is chosen.  We choose whom we will love, and that reflects our free will.  So, when someone 

chooses to love us, that makes it special, but it also makes us aware of the consequences of our choices.  If 

we behave in a manner which causes upset or harm to others, then we are probably precluding those 

people from loving us.  

If we choose to overspend, then we face the consequences of the bills arriving this month.  With a limited or 

fixed income, we must choose what to spend it on each month.  To pay off the excess spending means we 

must choose what not to buy this month, and we might not like those choices!

If we choose to overeat, then we face the consequences of getting on the scales and seeing the damage.  

Now we must choose: do I carry on overeating and get fatter and fatter, or do I start choosing the right foods 

to eat to maintain good health and shed those pounds?  

Then we make resolutions.  Control spending this year?  Get control over my weight this year?  Control my 

attitude and reactions to be a more lovable person this year?  Choices!  And choice means getting control of 

our free will.  I don’t know about you, but I certainly need a foundation on which to base my choices.  I need 

a foundation which is solid and reliable; not fickle and malleable with every fad which comes into fashion.

I searched and experimented, until I finally realized that I’d had it from childhood; something introduced to 

me by my parents.  That was God.  I looked at all the alternatives and weighed the pros and cons of each, 

and none of them could hold a candle to God.  I read the Bible (and continue to read it) because it was His 

story (and ours).  I finally understood the depth of His love in His Creation, and my place in it.  I understood 

how special His love is for me, and in my appreciation, I could choose to love Him back.  That’s what 

showed me the power and need for free will.  He chose to love me, and I choose to love Him.  

God loved me so much He sent His Son to be born at this time, to grow into adulthood showing us the 

Father’s love, and then to die on the Cross that I might be set free from the eternal punishment my wrong 

choices deserve.  That gift of mercy and grace is there for all, but we must choose it.  We have to accept 

Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, and then receive eternal life in God’s Kingdom, or we can choose not to 

accept it and then face the consequence of eternal separation (otherwise known as hell) from God’s love in 

His Eternal Kingdom.

Once I chose Jesus, I had my foundation for life.  That helps me to choose what I want in my life, and then I 

make choices I hope will reflect God’s love in a way that will draw others to Him.  Sometimes I get it wrong, 

but then I remember that’s part of God’s plan—free will.  I can then choose to correct the error, or I can 

choose to continue down the wrong path and face the consequences.  Free will is about control and that is 

based on choice.  What is your foundation?  If other ways have not proven satisfactory, why not try God this 

year?  His love is amazing, and His ways are a sure foundation for life.  Come and join His family at St 

Chad’s every Sunday morning.

A View from the Vicarage
Happy New Year!  Well the season of indulgence ends with Epiphany on the first weekend of 

2018, and it is a time for reflection.  We look back on this Christmas and think of all the 

memories we will treasure and those we’d rather forget!  Did you choose to overspend, in the 

belief that lots of stuff under the tree would bring greater joy?  Did you choose to overeat, and 

indulge in all those fabulous goodies that tempted us?  Did you choose to make any New 

Year resolutions?

Rev. Don Alcock

Telephone:  01630 647 911

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com

mailto:dga952@hotmail.com
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Jobs for January

1. Recycle your Christmas tree by 

shredding it for mulch

2. Clean pots and greenhouses 

ready for spring

3. Dig over any vacant plots that 

have not been dug already

4. Disperse worm casts in lawns

5. Inspect stored tubers of Dahlia, 

Begonia and Canna for rots or 

drying out

6. Prune apple and pear trees

7. Start forcing rhubarb

8. Plan your vegetable crop 

rotations for the coming season

9. Keep putting out food and water 

for hungry birds

10.Make a polythene shelter for 

outdoor peaches and nectarines, 

to protect against peach leaf curl

We are always looking to increase the 

members of the group. Please email 

Chris for more information -

chris28green@yahoo.co.uk

Entry of Norton in Hales in 

Britain in Bloom 2018

Everyone will be aware that Norton in Hales 

became Britain in Bloom Champion of 

Champions in 2015. It was difficult to then to 

see how we could top that pinnacle and of 

course it could not be done. As a result we 

have been resting on our laurels for two years, 

but the decision has been made to enter a 

competition in 2018.

We will therefore be enter Heart of England in 

Bloom this year, in the village category.

The Royal Horticultural Society say that more 

than 3,000 cities, towns, villages and urban 

communities take part each year to show off 

their achievements in environmental 

responsibility, community participation and, of 

course, horticultural achievement. 

It is very much a community entry and not just 

about one or two people who plant some flower 

beds! So watch this space for more information 

and hopefully we can repeat previous 

successes.

Britain in Bloom is the largest 

horticultural campaign in the UK. 

First held in 1963 and initiated by 

the then British Tourist Board it 

followed a French model started in 

1959.

We must also congratulate Ann Holland who 

has been selected to be a Britain in Bloom 

judge.

Christmas Trees after the festive season…

Remember to recycle using the council 

Christmas tree collection from the doorstep.

If you have the time and the tools…cut away the 

side branches and recycle. Should the main trunk 

be thick enough cut ½ inch segments (the bark 

providing a nice border to the piece). Sand down 

and stain and seal (or leave to season). Can be 

used for coasters or other decorative projects.



The meteorological conditions, of what became a long weekend for many, have not been seen for perhaps seven years. 

The thick snow, very cold nights and bright sunshine of the 11th and 12th December were both a delight and an 

inconvenience.   For our local wildlife it was a challenge and this was evident in the abundance of wild birds seeking 

refuge in our gardens and reports in this edition of the newsletter focus solely on our local bird population. Natural food 

becomes scarce in harsh conditions and you may have noticed birds feeding at increasing speed. They also stick 

together to increase their chances of survival both from predators, such as the Sparrowhawk (one of which I spotted in 

late November flying low over Main Road) and in the searching for food. Mixed feeding flocks are common in and around 

the village - chaffinches, greenfinches, meadow pipits, yellowhammers and tree sparrows can be seen in the fields and 

hedgerows leading out to Adderley and Audlem from Beswicks Lane. At the top of Napley Road on the other side of the 

village I watched a foraging flock of 100+ goldfinch (a ‘charm’ being the collective noun) on the move in search of weed 

seeds during the first week of December. I did not have my binoculars but expect Linnet and Siskin may have been with 

them in small numbers. 

My garden bird table was full of activity during the cold snap in particular – Nuthatch and Great Spotted Woodpecker 

were daily visitors and I took great pleasure in watching the Starlings who visited in groups of around eight. These birds 

are often resented for their greed and aggravating behaviour on feeders and tables and have a bad reputation, however 

as a breeding bird they are in decline and the population is bolstered by migrants from further east in Europe in winter. I 

made a bird cake of beef suet, dried mealworms and mixed seed – they were very attracted to this, as were the Robins, 

and it distracted them enough to ensure the sunflower hearts and peanuts (a more expensive product!) were not quickly 

depleted. Spend some time watching them – Starlings have a fantastic plumage and . 

Ron L has had an abundance of apples on two trees in a side garden at his house in Betton this year - with many still left 

on the trees and plenty of windfalls on the ground. A flock of 20+ Fieldfare and the odd Redwing (these smaller birds 

taking a more cautious approach) have visited frequently providing much entertainment. The Fieldfare take an apple to 

be their own and with much aggression and noise let the others know! 

Tom S was lucky enough to see a barn owl on two consecutive evenings in December. The bird was even sat on the 

same post on Bearstone Road. Barn Owls will happily hunt from exposed perches as this is a good way of conserving 

energy. 

Richard J reports a flock of lapwing (50-70) were in the field to the front of his house over the weekend of Saturday 16th

December, with Starling, Black-Headed Gull and Rooks (the juvenile having a black beak so very similar to a Carrion 

Crow at this time of year – a Rook will have feathered thighs). Richard also had a Tawny Owl calling in his back garden 

on 15th December. You may also have heard their far carrying hoots and kewits recently as they seem to be at most 

corners of the village. This activity comes early as they may lay eggs from February so need to establish bonds with a 

mate during December and January. 

Bev and Carol report seeing a flock of Long-Tailed Tits regularly in the village.

Roly T was very surprised to find a pair of Robins in his kitchen on a few occasions during the few days of snow. How 

they got in was a mystery but I am sure they made the most of the warmth. 

Graham N, who is an avid feeder of wild birds, has seen an increase in activity during the cold weather. Up to 30 

Blackbirds have gathered around the bird table and his feeders (which Graham tops up two or three times a day!). 

Graham reports having a Great Spotted Woodpecker on most days and a Pheasant that feeds happily under the feeders.

Linda N reports seeing four Whimbrel in the field behind Napley Drive. They landed very close to the garden fence and 

also flew around for 15 minutes giving opportunity to note key features. These birds are very similar to Curlew but are 

smaller and have lighter plumage underneath. Whimbrel migrate out of the UK in Autumn but a few can be seen in the 

UK in Winter. It may well be that the weather conditions moved these birds closer in land. 

If you are taking a walk around the village over the festive period do try and pass by Partons Pool. The stretch of river 

here and the pool may allow you a glimpse of Kingfisher, Grey Wagtail and Heron – all of which I have seen here this 

month. 

It has been fantastic to receive so many reports over the past few weeks – please keep them coming.

Norton Nature Notes

20th November to 19th December 2017

Chris Green 07837227476 chris28green@yahoo.co.uk


