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Patrons have contributed to the annual cost of the magazine and we wish to thank them for their valuable contributions.  

If you would like to become a patron then please contact the secretary: secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 

Many A Good Tune Played On An Old Organ 

This month’s cover photo was again taken by Carol Swales and features the pipes of the organ at 
St. Chad’s. 

The magazine has been produced slightly earlier than usual this month as we’re aiming to deliver it 
to you before Christmas if all goes according to plan. 

Thanks go to Edward Gill who has provided an explanation of the symbolism behind the cover photo 
of our November issue, which you can read about in this month’s magazine. 

Don’t forget the Annual Christmas Walk on 27th December. This will be a great opportunity to walk 
and chat with old friends as well as well as meeting new people. It will also be an opportunity to shed 
a few Christmas calories, but the temptation of the food and drink included in the ticket price and the 
lure of the pub at the end of the walk will probably more than offset this! 

Please keep sending your photos to: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com . As ever, the quirkier, the better! 

What’s On In January?…. 

Further Ahead…. 

5 Feb Mucklestone WI  Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm Love is all around – Sylvia  and Jill 

4 Mch Mucklestone WI  Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm 
AGM 
Competition: an item representing 
Wales  

Reminders 
Date for the next month should be sent to secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month at the latest. Future events can be flagged up as required.   
Articles/contributions should be sent to editorbradlingstone@gmail.com by the 18th of the month. 

Date Event Where Time Extra Info. 

Dec 27 Christmas Walk Starts at Cricket Club  
9:30am 
onwards  

Come and explore a new route!  

Sun 5 Praise and Worship St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am Flowers & Brasses Mrs T Saville  

Mon 6 Friends of Norton  Hind's Head  7:15 pm  
Discussion on future social events – 
new ideas welcomed  

Wed 8 
Mucklestone WI 
Coffee/Tea catchup  

Loggerheads Pub  3:00pm   

Thu 9 In Bloom Hind's Head  7:30 pm  
Discussion on the year  ahead 
followed by the  AGM  

Sun 12 BCP Morning Prayer  St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am Flowers & Brasses Mrs T Saville  

Tue 14 
Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 

10.00 am—
11.30 am 

 

Parish Council Meeting  Jubilee Hall  7:15 am   

Sun 19 Family Service  St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am Flowers & Brasses Mrs N Chitty  

Tue 21 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall 
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
 

Sun 26 BCP Morning Prayer St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am Flowers & Brasses Mrs N Chitty  

Tue 28 Norton Coffee Bar Jubilee Hall  
10.00 am—

11.30 am 
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Share your passion for music with: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com 

A Passion For Music—Sue Hackney 

My first concerts under my own steam were seeing ‘artists’ like 

The Three Degrees, The Stylistics and Desmond Decker at 

Jollees nightclub, located above Longton Bus station, which at the 

time also doubled as a venue for darts competitions (oh, the 

glamour!), or attending Northern Soul ‘all-nighters’ at an even 

more glamourous venue, The Torch in Tunstall. 

I’ve always enjoyed music, but I don’t suppose I had much choice, 

as my dad was a professional musician (a big-band drummer), and 

as a child, the house was always filled with music: Frank Sinatra, 

Matt Munro and a host of others. 

I started to develop my own musical tastes in the late 60’s, and after 

a brief flirtation with Jimi Hendrix, developed an ongoing love of 

Motown and what was then called soul music, but which in reality 

covered quite a wide range of 

styles.  

singing into out hairbrushes in one or other of our bedrooms. 

Embarrassing in hindsight, but no less so than boys of my vintage playing 

tennis racquet guitar while gurning in imagined ecstasy. Those 

‘boys’ (they never grow up) with long memories will know who they are, 

even if the gurning is now involuntary! 

In the 80’s, my musical horizons were expanded (but not for the better!) 

when I met my husband, Mark, whose idea of a great day’s shopping was 

a trip to Manchester where I’d be dragged around numerous basement 

record shops in the less salubrious parts of the city. Even worse was 

being coerced into attending heavy rock concerts, the first of which was 

seeing a Spanish band, Baron Rojo (Red Baron!) supporting Hawkwind at 

the Victoria Hall in Hanley in 1982. Baron Rojo were touring in support of 

their album Volumen Brutal (guess what that means?) and the concert 

was the loudest thing either myself or Mark, who’s something of an expert 

in horrible noise, has ever heard. 

Like many girls of my age, I harboured 

a teenage fantasy of becoming a pop 

star, even if this only ever amounted 

to me and my friend, Bernadette,  

Most of my listening and concert going is now far more 

civilised. Nearly all of my listening is done in the car when 

my daughter, Georgia, and I sing along at the top of our 

voices to the likes of George Michael, Maroon 5, Celine 

Dion and Gloria Estefan — reliving the hairbrush singing 

days of my teenage years, I suppose! The next two 

concerts of my choice are George Benson followed by 

Simply Red, although I’ve foolishly offered to join Mark at 

an open air Judas Priest concert next August. I never 

learn! 
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Please continue to share your nature sightings to: 
Chris28green@yahoo.co.uk 

Nature Notes 

Roving tit flocks are a feature of our woods and hedgerows and many people have spoken to me 

about seeing nuthatches, chaffinches and goldcrests moving along feeding with blue and great tits. 

Elaine reported that she has taken great pleasure in watching long-tailed tits in her wooded garden. 

These highly acrobatic birds always go around in a small flock but if you happen to be in the right 

place at the right time you may see more than ten together. Elaine hasn’t seen them over the sum-

mer and it is clear they have moved into gardens as the weather has turned colder recently.  

Nigel reported seeing a polecat cross the road at Betton in November. The polecat used to be 

called a 'foul mart' because of its strong smell – it may also be referred to as fitch. The name pole-

cat is said to be from the French poule chat, 'the chicken cat' and it will kill chickens given the 

chance – as I am sure some of you that keep chickens can testify to! They are a mustelid species 

that frequents woodland and hedgerow. The wood that is adjacent to the road at Betton is good 

habitat and I too saw a polecat moving swiftly off the road ad into the bank on the T junction bend to 

Ridgewardine – in fact the mammal was dripping wet as he took the direct route through the deep 

puddle on the bend that we all know well.  

A regular contributor and avid recorder of garden birds, Dick W, did not see many birds in Novem-

ber until early December. The exceptions being a group of 13 collared doves along with 12 jack-

daws. Dick also had a flock of 6 long-tailed tits. Interestingly no blackbirds were in the garden for a 

few months but have now returned because of the cold weather and the ample supply of bird food 

from the feeders no doubt. 

Finally Roger has shared another image of a fungi from his lawn. I thought I would share the im-
age but not name the species so that those of you with a field guide can identify it yourself! 



 

Shrewsbury Wacky Races—24th May 2020 Quarry Park 

A group of five friends from the village have been 
successful in their application to enter the Wacky 
Races 2020. The team are: Andrew McKay, Rob 
Hammond, Chris Warton, Dave Mason and Chris 
Green. This is a soapbox racing event held in 
Shrewsbury at the Quarry and the team of five 
must design and build their vehicle in time for the 
race in May. The team want to take on this 
challenge in order to raise money for the Carillon 
fund and through being part of the event, which 
attracted over 17,000 spectators last year, it will 
be a fantastic opportunity to promote the charity. 
During the event the team will get a designated 
pit area and the Carillon charity group will be 
given a free stall at the Quarry to raise 
awareness and raise further funds.  

The group must build a vehicle good enough to travel a 350m track that includes bends and jumps. 
Lots of welding and engineering will be involved in making the chassis (that must meet specific 
requirements) and then the bodywork – the final design remains a secret for now! 

It would be great if the whole village could get behind this project and we would welcome support 
through donating materials, skills or sponsorship. The team have paid the entrance fee of £180 and 
now look forward to making the vehicle! 

More details will follow in the new year. If you would like to find out more please visit the website 
www.krazyraces.co.uk  

http://www.krazyraces.co.uk


Date of Next In Bloom Meeting : 

Norton In Bloom 

There is no In Bloom meeting in December and not a lot is happening at this time of year, so there 
is nothing to report this month. The next meeting is on 9th January at 7.30 in the Hinds Head, 
following a short AGM. As usual, this is an open meeting any new people would be very welcome.  
As there is no Bloom news, here are some other notes appropriate to this time of year that I hope 
readers may find interesting… 

Something I am often asked, is what do your bees do in the winter? It is necessary to firstly point out 
that unlike other bees and wasps, where only the queen survives the winter, the whole of the honey 
bee colony  lives all year round (except the males, who rather unfairly I think,  are thrown out in the 
autumn as being surplus to winter requirements!). Even at this time of year, there will be several 
thousand bees in each beehive. Amazingly, they keep the very centre of the hive, where new bees 
are raised, at over 34° C all the time. As it gets colder, they form a tight ball and take it in turns to 
move from the colder outside into the warm centre! They have plenty of sugar stores at the start of 
the winter, which they eat for energy and generate heat by vibrating their flight muscles. Each hive 
will consume about 20 kg of the sealed stores during the winter. The colony can withstand any 
amount of snow and frost but will soon die if their home is damp. 

I will be checking that they have sufficient food when the queen gets into full lay as the length of the 
days starts to increase, and they are producing a lot of new bees ready for the next season. If any 
are short, I will add a pack of fondant on top of the hive.  

The bees only fly when it is warm and when they have a reason to venture out, but on sunny days in 
winter, a mass of bees take it in turns to fly out of the hive on what are known as ‘cleansing flights’. 
Bees will not defecate within the hive and are a bit desperate after many weeks confined to 
barracks. Having your car near the hives on such a day means it gets BP all over it as well as 
having it in the tank! It is always exciting to see the first foraging flights bringing in the first pollen 
home packed in little baskets on their legs in late winter. This is the protein they need to produce 
young bees and it shows that the queen is laying well.  

What do Honey Bees do in Winter? 

Some of my 
hives near the 
village on a 
frosty December 
2nd. The frost 
had melted in 
the centre of the 
roof from the  
heat generated 
by the bees in 
the left hand 
hive! 



7.30 pm — 9th January 2020 — Hinds Head 

Garden Notes For January 
There’s nothing to sow or plant outside in the January vegetable garden with the possible exception 
of garlic and even shallots if the weather is mild but there are a few things you can start off under 
glass or even on a south facing window sill. Tomatoes and aubergines can be sown. They will do 
best in a heated propagator to get them going. 

The big problem at this time of year is available light. Covering cardboard with aluminium foil and 
standing it to the north side of the seed tray will reflect extra light and help prevent leggy, drawn 
seedlings without the expense of special horticultural lights. Another option is to use grow-lights. I’ve 
never used them but the new LED lights are so much more efficient that it might be worth 
experimenting. 

Onions seed can be sown in January but unlike tomatoes who like it hot,  the temperature should be 
around or slightly below 15°C, otherwise they go leggy. Watch out on sunny days, it may be cold 
outside but the temperature can shoot up in the greenhouse or cold frame.  

Champion grows a nice mid sized onion for the show bench. If they are for table use, then growing 
from sets is probably easier but it is too early for them outside. Good ones can still be shown. 

It would be nice to have a few more onions on the table in the village hall on show day! The heaviest 
onion is a fun class to grow for and we had a new winner this year. In this category appearance is 
not important, but size matters! 
 
Flower garden —Pruning and tidying . Just a few bullet points for the flower garden in January: 

• Prune your wisteria – cut back summer side shoots to 2 or 3 buds. 

• Prune rose bushes –January is the perfect time to do this as roses are still dormant. Cut back 

to just above a bud and remove any crossing or dead branches. 

• Cut back ornamental grasses. Clip the old foliage from many ornamental grasses before 

new growth begins – cut back to within a few centimetres of the ground. Some however seem 

to just  appreciate a severe combing. 

• Tidy up perennials. Cut down the old stems of perennial plants like sedum– be careful of any 

new growth. 

• Remove old hellebore leaves – this will make new blooms more visible as they emerge this 

spring. 

• Cut back willows. Trim the damaged, diseased and the oldest stems of brightly coloured 

willows, and thin out overcrowded stems. 

• Deadhead winter pansies. Remove any faded flowers from your winter pansies to stop them 

setting seed. 

Growing prize onions has always been a 
particular fetish in Norton and the Groome 
family have been particularly to the fore 
over several generations, but others have 
been joining the fray. Why not have a go 
yourself this year? A few plants take up 
very little space in the garden. If you do not 
want to sow seed early (and New Year’s 
Day was traditionally regarded as the day to 
do it), you can buy small plants on the ‘net 
ready for planting out in early April. A 
variety called The Kelsae has long been 
held to be the best large variety for the 
show bench. I have always found that they 
store and eat well also. If buying seed to 
grow large bulbs, that is the variety to go 
for, but I find that Bedfordshire  

https://www.allotment-garden.org/vegetable/garlic-growing/
https://www.allotment-garden.org/vegetable/shallots-allium-ascalonicum-growing/
https://www.allotment-garden.org/vegetable/how-to-grow-your-own-tomatoes/
https://www.allotment-garden.org/vegetable/aubergine-growing/
https://www.allotment-garden.org/vegetable/onions-growing/


100 Club December Results: 1st – Karen Cliff, 2nd - Elaine Hewitt, 3rd - Andrew Evans. If you haven't joined the 100 Club there's still 

the opportunity to join for the rest of the year. Please contact Jean on 653878 or Carol on 658983 

A View From The Vicarage  

Did we forget anything or anyone?  Some brought a few extras for the foodbank, some helped 

served meals to the homeless, some filled and sent off shoe-boxed gifts around the world.  For 

some others, they kept looking at that empty chair where their loved one used to sit, but now it sits 

alone as a reminder of the one no longer with us.  Then there were some who are separated by the 

miles from other loved ones, so when they sat down to eat, they could only think of the one they 

weren’t with and they feel sad. 

We have this image of Christmas being a joyous time of family and friends, with presents, food, and 

drink to celebrate together this happy occasion.  So when it’s not so perfect, there isn’t as much 

happiness or joy.  In all of this, I have not mentioned one very important detail – the real reason for 

the season.  Christmas is about celebrating the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  When he 

was born in Bethlehem over two thousand years ago, there was none of our present-day festivities.  

It was just another day; until news spread about the birth of a special baby. 

The birth of Jesus reflected our heavenly Father’s love for us.  After sin entered the world with Adam 

and Eve, God was setting in motion his plan for redemption.  He has always planned to save the 

world and us (his Creation).  It became clear over time that ritualistic sacrifices and obedience to the 

Law were insufficient to entitle us to a place in God’s eternal Kingdom.  In fact, nothing would ever 

entitle us to that place!  But God loved and loves us so much he knew there was only one way to 

save us – someone would have to atone for our wrong-doings, and that someone could only be his 

Son. 

So, when the time was right, Jesus came into our world.  It was God’s perfect gift to humanity.  It 
was a perfect gift of love.  It was simple and yet over time we’ve made it so complicated.  Jesus 
grew up to offer himself as the atoning sacrifice for all humanity over time.  He died on the Cross 
and was buried, symbolically taking all our sins with him into the grave.  When he rose to new and 
eternal life on that first Easter Sunday morning, he represented the eternal gift awaiting all who 
believe.  That story began with his birth in Bethlehem.  Instead of keeping to the simplicity of that 
occasion, we have turned it into our modern festivities of a more frantic nature. 

Now that the season is drawing to an end (as it officially ends with Epiphany on January 6), perhaps 

it’s time to pause and reflect.  Did this past month really do it for you?  Did it fulfil you?  Or were you 

left thinking, “Is that all?”  Personally, the Napley Lodge nursery nativity production in St Chad’s, the 

schools’ Christmas productions, the church’s carol service, the memorial candle service on 

Christmas Eve, and the Christmas worship services all helped me keep focussed on what Christmas 

is all about and saved me from drowning in the secular aspects of the season. 

But now the New Year is beginning.  If the Christmas materialism proved unsatisfying or unfulfilling, 

if the family and friends’ relationships weren’t as good as desired, or the sadness seemed powerfully 

strong, then perhaps it’s a good time to look for something better.  All things in this world are  

Well what have the last few weeks been like for you?  For many, 
an Advent calendar was hung as a countdown to Christmas 
(and a little treat each day!). Many were running around busily 
trying to fit in or plan that party, this play, that concert, or a 
pantomime as well.  Christmas lists were made and then the 
frantic shopping followed to purchase all those goodies we 
presented as tokens of our love and appreciation for others. 
Baking and decorating festive biscuits and Christmas cakes was 
the order of the day for others.  Milk and biscuits were set out for 
Father Christmas, and then there was the big day itself.  
Presents galore and food that never ended, or so it seemed on 
the day. 



Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editorial Panel, which reserves the right, at its absolute discretion, to amend, edit, 
abbreviate, precis or refuse to publish any submitted contribution. Contributions, including photographs, are submitted at the contributor’s own risk and are not 

necessarily returnable. 

A View From The Vicarage  

The Parish Council held its November Meeting on 12th November 2019.  Eleven members of the 

public attended the Meeting. 

Recent flooding issues in the village were discussed in the public session with various practical 

suggestions being proposed for short and long term resolutions.  The Parish Council will be liaising 

with Shropshire Council to ensure thorough cleaning out of grids and remedies for future proofing 

against flooding.  Residents would like to form an emergency community comprising members from 

all the main village groups for contingency planning.  Residents affected by the flooding conveyed 

thanks to the community for their hands-on assistance.    

The Parish Council welcomed a new member, Cllr Sarah Moulson, who was co-opted onto the 

Council.  The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held in September were approved.   

Councillors raised and discussed the flooding of Oakley Lane, the corner of the Ridgewardine Road 

with Betton Road as well as the issues in the centre of Norton.  Councillors agreed that Shropshire 

Council has failed to undertake basic routine maintenance for a number of years and landowners 

are not being chased to ensure that they are fulfilling their riparian landowners’ responsibilities.   

The Parish Council has had Wi-Fi installed into the Jubilee Hall with current speeds being recorded 

at 57mbps.  It is hoped that this will enable ‘flicks in the sticks’ and live streamed events at the Hall.  

It is anticipated that work will begin on the Community Car Park in the Springtime.  Final quotes and 

specifications are due to be completed by December.  Neighbourhood Fund money will be put 

towards the creation of the car park. 

The Parish Council is considering applying for grant funding from the Police and Crime 

Commissioner’s fund to aid the purchase of Vehicle Activated Signs for Betton and Norton villages.  

The Highways department will need to assess suitable locations.  The Council members discussed 

whether there would be interest in providing Smart Water kits for residents. This initiative was rolled 

out in the Parish about 5 years ago.  Please let the Council know if residents would like the Council 

to consider this again. 

Routine financial matters were processed. The external audit process has now been concluded with 

all matters being passed without issue or concern.  Consideration was given to the budget for 2020-

21 with further discussions, to include funding requests, planned for January in time for setting the 

precept. 

The Parish Council will meet again on 14th January 2020.  The Parish Council sends Season’s 

Greetings to all parishioners and wishes everyone a very Happy New Year. 

Norton in Hales Parish Council—December 2019 

imperfect and ultimately can fail us.  But there is one thing which is perfect, and which will never fail 
us – Jesus!  God’s love is never-ending, and it is open to all who will receive it.  Maybe now is the 
time to stop talking about “being spiritual” and actually do something to satisfy that spiritual seeking 
each of us has received from God. 

Come to church and encounter God’s love.  Come seeking to be touched emotionally.  Come and 
listen to his story.  Come and find the rock on which your life can find solace, contentment, and 
promise.  God’s love awaits you and it can guide you through whatever this world might present you 
with in 2020.  Things won’t always be perfect, but his love will never disappoint – it is eternal and will 
never leave you.  God bless you for 2020! 

Rev. Don Alcock—Telephone:  01630 647 911—Email:   dga952@hotmail.com 

mailto:dga952@hotmail.com
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Village Bells, Clock and Carillon Fund stands at £5,450 

Pelican Puzzle Solved 

The Church Bells – A Listeners Guide 

Edward Gill, our wartime evacuee, 

has provided an explanation of the 

origin and meaning of the floor 

mural in St. Chad’s Church that 

featured on the cover of November 

issue of the Bradling Stone. Eric 

tells us that we have a particularly 

fine example of a mother pelican, 

believed to be piercing her breast 

with her beak to feed her young 

with her own blood.  

This imagery is frequently represented in Christian art to symbolise 

Christ sacrificing himself for man. This probably came about 

because of the pelican’s red tipped beak and very white feathers, 

and because long-beaked birds such as the pelican are often seen 

standing with their beaks resting on their breasts. 

You’ll hear us on most Sunday mornings doing our best to wake you up after 10.45. But what 

exactly is going on? Here’s a brief guide. 

First thing, there are eight bells. We don’t always have eight bell-ringers, but will always ring if there 

are five or more of us available, each of us pulling one rope. Try counting how many we are each 

Sunday. The eight bells go from number one (the treble, highest pitched bell) to number eight (the 

tenor, the deep sounding bell). So what are you listening out for? 

Firstly the cacophony you hear at the beginning is us ringing the bells up, getting them into position 

from hanging downwards to being “parked” facing upwards, ready to go. 

Then there are certain sequences that we (try to) ring. This is what we do if all eight are ringing. We 

start “in rounds” i.e. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 in order, like a musical octave. Other sequences you may spot 

are “Queens” 1 3 5 7 2 4 6 8 as well 

as the riskily named “Tittums” 1 5 2 6 

3 7 4 8 (te-dum-te-dum-te-dum-te-

dum). Finally there is “Reverse” which 

is the same as rounds but backwards 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1. In between all this we 

muddle through with various 

sequences which we hardly 

understand ourselves ?? All these 

sequences are controlled by our bell 

captain calling each of us into 

position. 

At the end you will hear another 

cacophony as we drop the bells back 

to their hanging down position, ready 

for next week. 

That’s it – happy listening! 



 

 



 

 



Spencer Thornton Silver’s Mug returns to Norton 

Follow Norton News on www.nortoninhales.org 

When Hannah Hague 
embarked on her research 
into the history of Norton-in-
Hales and specifically that of 
Reverend Frederick Silver in 
2012, she came into contact 
with a lady called Verion from 
Australia. On behalf of a 
neighbour, Verion was 
researching the origins of a 
mug that was inscribed with 
Spencer Thornton Silvers 
name.   Early in 2013 Verion 
put Hannah in touch with the 
owner of the mug, Rosemary 
Bates. Rosemary had 
inherited the mug from her 
Aunt who had lived in 
England, the mug with a 
number of other personal 
possessions had been  

shipped to her Australia. Rosemary didn’t feel she was the rightful owner and had it on her ‘bucket 
list’ to return the mug to the Silver family, so she enlisted the help of Verion to trace Spencer’s 
descendants. Verion, like Hannah had soon discovered that Spencer’s family line had died out by 
the 1970’s. However, with Spencer and Frederick both having lived and are both buried in Norton-in-
Hales, it was agreed that the mug would come back to the village and be displayed in the Jubilee 
Hall. After years of correspondence, Rosemary and her husband Doug travelled to England and on 
Sunday 18th August 2019 they came to the village, to meet Hannah and to present Spencer’s mug to 
the village.  

 

More information on Spencer Thornton Silver can be found at: 

www.thehistorydetective.org/reverend-frederick-silver/ 

Spencer Thornton Silver 
was born on the 5th May 
1849, at Wendover in 
Buckingham, to Reverend 
Frederick Silver and 
Harriet James. In 1850 
Spencer along with father 
and mother came to live 
at the Rectory in Norton-
in-Hales. On the 14th 
December 1878, Spencer 
died at Beechen Grove, 
Watford aged 29 years 
old. He was buried in the 
cemetery at Norton-in-
Hales on Saturday 21st 
December 1878.    

http://www.thehistorydetective.org/reverend-frederick-silver/

