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Patrons have contributed to the annual cost of the magazine and we wish to thank them for their valuable contributions. 

If you would like to become a patron then please contact the secretary: secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 

‘Something Rustled On The Path…….Snake, Snake!’ 

Could You Save Tax? 
While it’s important to pay your taxes, it’s equally important 
to use all of your tax allowances. One of the most under-
claimed tax allowances is the Marriage Allowance. 

If you are either married or in a civil partnership and one of 
you pays tax at the basic rate (an income of less than 
£50,000 approx.) and the other does not pay tax at all, then 
it is possible to transfer £1,250 of the non-payer’s tax 
allowance to the tax payer, thereby saving the tax payer 
£250. 

More details and an online claim form can be found at 
www.gov.uk/marriage-allowance. 
 
It is possible to back-date this claim to 2016/17 which could 
mean an overall tax repayment for previous years of £938. 

Examples of couples who could probably claim is where 
both receive State Pensions but one receives a works 
pension as well.  Also, younger couples where one stays at 
home to look after the children and either does not work or 
works part-time. 

It is possible to make an online claim if you use the above 
link, and for this, apart from the obvious name, date of 
birth, national insurance number for both the applicant (the 
non-tax payer) and the tax payer, the applicant will need 
some form of identification, such as passport number or 
driving licence details. 

Not a proper snake, rather a grass snake, as explained by the Curious 

Raven in this month’s Nature Notes, but I’ll hope you’ll forgive my mistake, 

as I was very, very drunk at the time. (© Rowley Birkin QC)   

We Brits like to think that we have the best sense of humour in the world, 

particularly in difficult times. This is when our penchant for ‘black humour’ 

often comes to the fore, making light of subject matter that is generally 

considered taboo, especially subjects that are normally considered serious 

or painful to discuss. 

Given that the lockdown is now into its third month and shows no real prospect of relaxing 

significantly anytime soon, many of us are scouring the internet for entertainment, and 

unsurprisingly, this has become a rich source of Covid related jokes. I’ve already been sent quite a 

few of these and would be glad to receive any more that you have particularly enjoyed. Send these 

to editorbradlingstone@gmail.com so that I can share them more widely via the magazine. Here are 

a couple of my recent favourites. 

To go to the supermarket, they 

said that a mask and gloves were 

all that I needed. 

They lied… 

Everybody else had clothes on! 

Home schooling going well. 

Two students suspended for 

fighting and one teacher sacked 

for drinking on the job! 

http://www.gov.uk/marriage-allowance
mailto:editorbradlingstone@gmail.com


Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editorial Panel, which reserves the right, at its absolute discretion, to amend, edit, abbreviate, precis 

or refuse to publish any submitted contribution. Contributions, including photographs, are submitted at the contributor’s own risk and are not necessarily returnable. 

Happy Birthday Joan 

Norton in Hales Tennis Club - Courts Now Open 

Joan Eardley, formerly of Beechcroft and 
Brand Hall Farm, will be 90 on Thursday 4th 
June. Joan is now living in Woodcroft Care 
Home in Market Drayton, but she’s missing 
visits from family and friends during the 
lockdown.  

As you can see from the photo on the left, 
Joan was formerly a nurse and worked at 
Market Drayton Medical Centre for many 
years. As her birthday falls on a Thursday 
this year, it would be nice if she could be 
included in our thoughts during our ‘Clap for 
Carers’ that day. 

For the villagers who know Joan personally, 
perhaps you could make contact with her to 
cheer her on her birthday. 

The latest regulations regarding Covid 19 say that 
we can now play tennis. This is restricted to singles 
only, at the time of writing, or doubles with people 
from the same household.  Luckily, our Chairman 
has been preparing the courts over the past month 
and they are now open and looking excellent!!  As 
per the Lawn Tennis Association guidelines, please 
maintain the necessary social distancing from each 
other and use hand sanitiser at the courts.   

Subscriptions are £25 per adult and £50 per family. 
Please pay online to Norton in Hales Tennis Club 
Account number 43337759 sort code 01-05-48. 

 New members can still obtain keys to the courts 
from Mel Rees – phone 01630 657723 and will also 
be asked to complete a new member application 
form. 

And Then There Were Two….. 

Undeterred by our first online shopping 
experience, we persevered, only this time we 
bought two sprouts.  Sure enough, at the bottom 
of the delivery bag were two sprouts, but instead 
of 3p each they were two for 5p. Which only goes 
to show that buying in bulk does pay off.   

Anon 



Please report your images and sightings to:  

Nature Notes 
Is it already May or am I just imagining it, but some night frosts are inflicting havoc with new 

growth, quite a few freshly emerged potatoes have been scorched to the point where new growth 

will be needed from the seed tuber. 

On April 15th I was treated to a very pretty birdsong but struggled to find it in the trees. With 
patience I managed to spot it and my first impression was a juvenile goldcrest with a forked tail 
and sharp beak, so not a finch, but they do not sport a yellow eye stripe. I settled on a chiffchaff, 
but a decent photograph was not possible. Another rather sonorous song is often heard from our 
diminutive jenny wren, captured here in full expression on a tree branch (image). It can be a real 
test to distinguish some birdsongs, unlike the yellowhammer, a resident, has a call of ‘a little bit of 
bread and no cheeeese’ with the cheese as an extended note, unfortunately also on the ‘Red’ list. 
Jemma Price reports both the grey heron and moorhens at Parton’s pool, swallows and house 
martins plus the St Mark’s fly which is normally seen near hedgerows flying with its legs hanging 
down. I am lucky enough to have house martins nesting in the eaves every year, though they can 
be noisy and messy. Sue and Mark H saw a red kite flying over the junction of Main Road and 
Chapel Lane, and while on a ‘breakout’ walk at nearby Bishop’s Wood, they spotted and 
photographed the slow worm (Anguis fragilis) pictured on the cover of this magazine. The slow 
worm can be up to 50cm long and is, in fact, a legless lizard, rather than a snake. 

As Spring really takes hold, we also now get the additional joy of flashes of new colour darting 
along the meadows and verges from our native butterflies: the Holly Blue (Celastrina argiolus 
spp.), Brimstone (Gonepteryx rhamni spp.) and Orange-tip (Anthocharis cardamines ssp 
cardamines), though the females have no orange tip to the wings and so the males are more 
easily spotted. The underside of the orange-tip is speckled green, as seen here feeding on a 
bluebell. They all have interesting eggs (ovum), larvae (caterpillar), and pupae, but the Brimstone 
overwinters as an adult butterfly. Unexpectedly, I came across the ‘speckled wood’ butterfly 
(Pararge aegeria), apparently, a real success story, whereby the population has increased 
significantly over the last 40+ years due in part to climate warming. There are several subspecies 
that can overwinter as either larvae or pupae and begin to emerge in March and continue to be 
seen until September or October. 

The strange sight of cobwebs around rolled leaves instinctively makes you think of spiders but 
those seen on a hazel tree are from web-forming larvae of the ermine moth (identified by P Bell 
from Betton).  The webs protect the larvae which can be seen when the web is pulled gently 
apart, revealing the little black caterpillars. The Ermine moth is one of several hundred species of 
the Yponomeutidae family. The larvae form webs and can skeletonize leaves and whole trees in 
the extreme. 



IGGBradlingnature@outlook.com 

 
Other interesting sights currently around include strange growths on trees.  The oak marble gall is 

caused by the wasp Andricus kollari, and can be seen as brown spheres on the tree, which, when 

cut open can contain the small wasp. 

Similarly the ‘oak apple’ grows from the bud where a single egg of gall wasps from the Cyniphidae 
family has been laid in in the young bud. One of the uses for the gall is ‘iron gall ink’ which has 
been identified on the ‘dead sea scrolls. Other growths that are appearing now include the small 
growths seen on leaves. The causes are many and often occur as an interaction between the pest 
and hormones within the plant. The function of the gall is to provide a home and sustenance for 
the larvae of the pest but the leaf galls are seldom a problem to the plant.  

Unfortunately, for many of us, this is the worst time of year and not the best, mainly due to this 
regular occurrence, pollen dispersal from grasses. 

According to the CEH hydrological report in the North West, April was fairly dry with only 30% of 
the long-term average.  In stark contrast to the many months of wet the river flows in the North 
and west are now at either ‘notably low’ or ‘exceptionally low’ flows, not good for wildlife and 
nature generally.   Perhaps we should remember however that these are natural variations and 
as the groundwater in Shropshire is still at ‘exceptionally high’ levels, we have some resilience in 
the system (UK Centre for hydrology and Ecology, April 2020).  

If you wish to send one of your own images for inclusion in ‘nature notes’ 
then email to iggbradlingnature@outlook.com and we will include them 
where feasible along with your name.  

Curious Raven 

mailto:iggbradlingnature@outlook.com


There Will Be No In Bloom Meetings Until Further Notice 

In Bloom 

It’s now the time to get the bedding plants out in their beds and containers for the summer, and 
Bloom Group people will be doing this in the village at the beginning of June. The winter and spring 
flowers will be removed at the end of May, ready for planting up. The pansies in the village have 
been magnificent and it always seems a shame to take such plants out when they are still flowering 
well, but needs must. 

Everyone has their individual designated area to work on. The tops of the barrel planters will have 
been given half a bag of compost to augment them, along with some Growmore fertiliser. Surplus 
old compost will then have been put on the ground-level beds. The tulip bulbs will have been lifted 
carefully for re-use next year, although, for the best displays in containers, new bulbs are to be 
preferred each year. Old ones can be used for ‘naturalising’. Environmentally friendly slug pellets 
have also been purchased, although these do seem to also be more slug friendly! 

There were problems with the supply of plants this spring, so the colour scheme mentioned in this 
column previously has been changed and the planting will now be simpler, using just five varieties of 
plants. These will be orange Bidens and Begonias, purple Calibrachoa, blue Salvia, and green/
orange Coleus. With plenty of orange, it should be a bright display and those looking after them will 
be relieved that there will be less ‘dead-heading’ to do this year, although Bidens do need frequent 
removal of spent flowers to keep them floriferous.  

The summer is obviously the busiest time of year for the group and people to help with weeding, 
deadheading, and watering are always welcome. Contact can be made on 07889 811492. 

June is a wonderful time in the garden, flowers are starting to appear in abundance and there's 
plenty to harvest in the veg patch. Keep on top of supporting your plants and keep an eye out for 
cold nights at this time of year, as some plants could still need some protection. However it should 
be safe to finish off planting annuals and the garden centres are once again able to sell them! 
Remember to water these plants before planting and again afterwards. If trays of plants are quite 
forward, as they might be this year, a surface watering might not suffice to really wet their compost 
before planting and, if this is the case, then soak them in a bucket of water. When they start to sink, 
rather than floating high on the water, they are wet enough.  

In the Vegetable patch direct sow brassicas and leeks for winter harvest. Bring your beans and 
tomatoes out of the greenhouse and plant them at the base of pre-prepared supports. The key to 
ensuring the best harvests of both is to keep the roots well watered. Be aware that tomatoes can get 
potato blight and might need to be given a ‘roof’ for protection. A second sowing of courgettes can 
be done now. A good tip is to plant the seeds in pairs and then remove the weaker seedling as they 
come through. Continue successional sowings of carrots, French beans, and sugar snap peas. Early 
potatoes can be dug once they have flowers on and it is always nice to be able to eat them in June, 
although one household in the village I know was enjoying them in early May. I’m not sure how that 
was achieved; perhaps the secret ingredient in the compost was chicken manure? 

In Your Garden - June 

For those unfamiliar with Bidens, the picture shows what the flowers 
of the ones we will be planting looks like. The picture is somewhat 
deceptive as the individual flowers, of which there are very many on 
a plant, are quite small. 

The Bloom Group is particularly grateful for a financial donation from 
the Parish Council this year, which will cover the cost of plants, as 
fundraising events obviously cannot take place at the moment. 

One slight change will be made to a permanent bed, as the one at 
the Bellaport Road sign can be a problem. Thanks go to those who 
planted and looked after it last year, but some Hebe shrub bushes 
will be transplanted there from the Jubilee bed, where they have got 
too big, and other sustainable plants will be put in this year. 

https://www.sarahraven.com/kale_redbor_f1.htm
https://www.sarahraven.com/leek_musselburgh.htm
http://www.sarahraven.com/search?searchterm=beans
http://www.sarahraven.com/search?searchterm=tomatoes
http://www.sarahraven.com/search?searchterm=courgette
https://www.sarahraven.com/+hardy_biennial_grown_as_a_hardy_annual_1?searchterm=carrot+seeds
http://www.sarahraven.com/search?searchterm=french+beans
http://www.sarahraven.com/peas_sugar_ann.htm


 

In Your Garden - June 

If you want to grow your own spring bedding for next year, many, including wallflowers, pansies, 
and Bellis perennis, need to be sown between May and July in order to flower next spring. If buying 
wallflower plants in the autumn, be aware that they are members of the brassica family and are 
susceptible to club root. If your garden is free from this, it is better to buy trays of plants rather than 
bare-rooted ones that could infect your soil.  Sowing them now and growing your own avoids the 
need for both alternatives!  

Spreading and trailing plants can become tatty and patchy. Trimming them back after flowering 
encourages fresh growth and new flowers. 
Cut back dead bulb foliage if not done already. It is important to wait until the foliage dies down 
naturally, as cutting back too early can lead to blindness next year (not you, but a gardening term 
for a lack of flowers!). 

Cutting back clumps of spring-flowering perennials can encourage a fresh flush of foliage and 
flowers for later. This called the ‘Chelsea chop’ as the timing is near that of the famous flower show. 
Divide Hostas as they come into growth and divide Primula (primroses) after flowering, planting 
them in a nursery bed until they are ready for planting out again in the autumn. 
Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of bulbs after they have finished flowering. 

One of my favourite flowers are fuchsias. Not everybody loves them, but I think that this is because, 
for maximum effect, they need to be viewed at eye level. One way of doing this is by growing them 
as standards (the term for plants with a tall bare stem) and these are grown from cuttings or young 
plants that should be selected now and trained with one stem up a cane. They need to be kept 
growing inside during the first winter, but thereafter can be lifted and kept fairly dry until the next 
spring. The picture shows how useful the height can be and this is one that I grew from a cutting 
when we had this variety in the village. I keep pinching out the growing shoots of fuchsias at two 
leaves in early spring to make a bushy plant with lots of flowers later.  

Hardy fuchsias can stay in the 
garden all year and I still have 
one called Mrs. Popple which 
my father gave to me over 40 
years ago. It had won first prize 
at Shrewsbury Show and was 
grown by Percy Thrower, who 
was the first TV gardening 
presenter.  
 
Percy Thrower was the Parks 
Superintendent at Shrewsbury 
and much of the town’s floral 
enthusiasm and success is his 
legacy. I can recommend a 
visit to the ‘Dingle’ (which is 
actually an old quarry), near 
the bandstand in the park 
known as The Quarry. It is 
currently closed but when it 
reopens it contains a fantastic 
display of bedding plants and if 
you do go, look out for the 
fuchsias! There is a bed of 
them growing on a raised area 
in light shade – which is 
absolutely ideal for them. 



100 Club May Results: 1st – Cynthia Lucas, 2nd - Enid Oakley, 3rd - Heather Preston. If you haven't joined the 100 Club there's still 

the opportunity to join for the rest of the year. Please contact Jean on 653878 or Carol on 658983 

A View From The Vicarage  

We have to determine the safest way to unlock ourselves from our fortresses without undoing what 

the lockdown was designed to do—stop the spread of the coronavirus. Everybody has an opinion on 

how and when.  Some will argue it is much too soon.  Others who are fed up living in isolation argue 

it’s about time!  I do feel for world leaders who have to make the decisions. If the timing is good, all 

will be well.  If not, woe to them! 

 

Maybe you are like me and have a foot in both camps! I long to reopen St Chad’s and have us 

gather once again for worship.  I miss the fellowship of being with other Christians and sharing in 

communion.  I often think with our numbers we could easily social distance inside the church, but 

what might someone be bringing in unknowingly? I remind myself of just how many common things 

we touch—door handles, light switches, pew rails, the sound system, the altar rail, etc. How safe 

can we make it with cleaning?  How often do we need to clean?  Do we need gloves, masks, and 

other protective gear? Then I decide maybe it’s better to wait. 

 

Ah, waiting! Sometimes it feels like being a little child daily anticipating the arrival of Father 

Christmas in December.  Sometimes it feels like sitting in the dentist’s chair waiting for it to be over.  

Waiting can be fun or it can be painful.  But wait we must. And of course, we need to do it with 

patience!  We can come to dread hearing those two words together—wait patiently! 

1 Samuel 13:1-14 tells us that impatience can cause us to miss God’s blessings. Patience is a virtue 

(and a fruit of the Holy Spirit). Being patient is a vital part of trusting in God as our life circumstances 

are not always what we would prefer. I suggested last month that it is my faith in God that has 

sustained me throughout this pandemic lockdown.  This month I am reminding myself and you that if 

we are relying on that faith to get us through this ordeal, then we have to wait patiently for His 

guidance.   

 

When Saul didn’t wait patiently for Samuel’s return to officiate at the sacrifices, Saul lost God’s 
favour for the future of his kingdom on earth.  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” [Philippians 4:6]  
“Do not be anxious” are hard words to hear in the face of a pandemic.  But Paul urged the people in 
Philippi to turn to the Lord in prayer.  The same advice applies to us today.  Instead of just seeing 
the blackness of the pandemic, look around at all the positives in our lives.  We have been blessed 
with some lovely spring weather and we still have the opportunities to go outside, even if it’s only 
into our own gardens. Again, I turn to Paul and highly commend his words: “Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” [Romans 12:12]  With this right attitude, we will get through 
this time of trial and emerge stronger in our faith and love for the Lord and each other! 

 

Rev. Don Alcock 
Telephone:  01630 647 911 

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com 

As June begins, I think going into lockdown was relatively easy.  It took 

some rapid changes in our lifestyles, but overall, most of us hunkered down 

smoothly.  But what about unlocking? Once we closed ourselves in for the 

duration inside our residences, we felt somewhat secure—or at least some-

what in control of what and whom we came into contact.  We might have 

ventured out for essentials, but we did our best to stay safe.  But now what? 



Share your interests or passions with: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com 

A Passion For Collecting Stamps 
Stamp collecting used to be a much-loved hobby of children. It has been 
suggested that a Belgian schoolmaster in 1850 encouraged his pupils to take 
more interest in geography by adorning their atlas with as many appropriate 
stamps that were available at that time. It’s hard to imagine that not long ago 
all envelopes that came through your letterbox had a stamp of some 
description affixed. These were immediately seized by enthusiastic collectors 
and put into prized stamp albums. Regretfully, times have changed and most 
of our mail is now prepaid and ‘stampless’, therefore depriving us all of some 
of the most beautiful images covering every subject, as can be seen in the 
photos that accompany this article. 

Sir Rowland Hill created the postage system, and stamps as we know them today, with the Penny 
Black in 1840. These stamps were originally only for use within the United Kingdom, and therefore 
did not include the country's name in the design and this remains the case to this day - the head of 
the current monarch is sufficient and appears on all British stamps. 

Stamp albums over the years have always given a snippet of 
information about each country included, including the capital city, 
area, population, exports etc., which, if you have ever collected 
stamps, was always interesting insomuch that many countries were far 
off and unknown. Remember these are the days before Google! 
However, it is also quite alarming that how we, the British, viewed the 
world, or at least the bits that were not "pink" on the map, and it is to 
this that I will make comment. Taken from a stamp album published at 
the end of 1939 the following lines would not be allowed today but go 
to show our self-regard and the shocking prejudice and contempt we 
had for some others; 

Great Britain - The land of intrepid explorers and soldiers, who 
ventured into the far corners of the world. The British Empire covers 
fully a quarter of the world's inhabitable land surface of the globe. (Our 
modesty knew no bounds) 

Germany - A new generation of young people back the new leader 
(an Austrian ) believing that he would recover Germany's "place in the 
sun" and the future of this great nation is impossible to determine (and 
we all know what happened next!). 

As I say, this is taken from an old album but it, along with many others of its day, conveys the same 
theme, although I noticed that the French and the Portuguese were always highly regarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It would be interesting to know if any of our younger readers are collectors or has this once great 
hobby truly gone out of fashion in favour of electronic gadgets. 

Carol Swales 

mailto:editorbradlingstone@gmail.com


How Hard Can It Be….? 

 

 

How do you put a giraffe into a refrigerator? 

The correct answer is; open the refrigerator, put in the giraffe, and close the door. This question 
tests whether you tend to do simple things in an overly complicated way. 

 
How do you put an elephant into a refrigerator? 

Did you say, Open the refrigerator, put in the elephant, and close the refrigerator? 

Wrong answer! 

Correct answer; Open the refrigerator, take out the giraffe, put in the elephant, and close the door. 
This tests your ability to think through the repercussions of your previous actions. 

 
The Lion King is hosting an animal conference. All the animals attend, except one. Which 
animal does not attend? 

Correct answer; The elephant. The elephant is in the refrigerator. You just put him in there. This 
tests your memory. 

Okay, even if you did not answer the first three questions correctly, you still have one more chance 
to show your true abilities. 

 
There is a river you must cross but it is used by crocodiles, and you do not have a boat. How 
do you manage it? 

Correct answer; you jump into the river and swim across. Have you not been listening? All the 
crocodiles are attending the Animal Meeting. This tests whether you learn quickly from your 
mistakes. 

According to Anderson Consulting Worldwide, around 90% of the professionals tested got the 
answers wrong. 
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Village Bells, Clock and Carillon Fund stands at £7,230 



 

 



 

 



Norton in Hales VE Day Celebrations 

Follow Norton News on www.nortoninhales.org 

VE Day, or Victory in Europe Day, marked the day towards the end of World War Two when fighting 
against Nazi Germany came to an end in Europe. 

The 75th anniversary provided our nation and village with an opportunity to reflect on the enormous 
sacrifice, courage, and determination of people from all walks of life, who saw us through this dark 
and terrifying period. To commemorate this important time, we held a number of tea parties around 
the village, in an appropriately socially distanced way, of course! And what a day for it - the sun 
shone, the birds sang, we ate sandwiches and cake and we drank endless cups of tea, even though 
the evidence from these photos suggests that more ‘refreshing’ beverages were also imbibed. We 
even managed to top up our tans!  

Wartime music blared out from speakers. Bunting, ribbons and flags appeared overnight all around 
the village, and people really got into the spirit of the occasion by dressing up, baking, and generally 
having a great time. The accompanying photos are from events held in Bellaport Road 

Norton in Hales is already a strong community, and under normal circumstances we would have 
surely held a village-wide event, but our individual, socially distant VE Day celebrations and the way 
that the members of the community are supporting each other through the lock-down is bringing us 
even closer together. Let’s carry on looking out for each other and making new friendships. Stay 
safe and well everyone and thank you to all those who joined in to celebrate this momentous 
occasion.  


