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Dates for your diary

Wednesday 1st August WI Prosecco Party – 7:30pm at the Jubilee Hall. A light 

supper will be served for a small charge but please book 

in or obtain more details from Ruth on 01630 638632 or 

Liz on 01630 647542 / liz.vallings@btinternet.com

Sunday 5th August Praise and Worship at 11:15am, St Chads 

(John 6:24-35)

Sunday 12th August Morning Prayer at 11:15am, St Chads

(Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2; John 6:35, 41-51; Psalm 130)

Sunday 19th August Family Service at 11:15am, St Chads 

(John 6:51-58)

Sunday 26th August Holy Communion at 9:30am, St Chads 

(Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69; Psalm 84)

Sunday 2nd September Praise and Worship at 11:15am, St Chads 

(Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23)

For any contributions to the Monthly Messenger, please email hannahmariahague@yahoo.co.uk

Deadline for submissions is the 20th of each month.

Tuesday Coffee Mornings

In the village hall from 10am – 11.30 everyone welcome.

St Chad’s Flower and Cleaning Rota for August

FLOWERS                                                      CLEANING

August 5th Barbara Rigby Judith Harrall

August 12th    Jean Ancliffe

August 19th    Jean Ancliffe

August 26th    Judith Harrall
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I have a men’s Bible devotional book and I looked up the one for my birthday and found it entitled: “The 

Barrenness of Busyness.”  Wow.  That really struck me as relevant to today’s world.  Think about your own 

schedule.  Busy, right?  Really busy?  Now take a close look at it.  Is there a healthy balance between work 

and life?  It is important that we work to live and not live to work.  

So many people work long hours, arguing it’s necessary to afford to pay the bills.  At the same time, many 

also complain about not having enough family time or play time.  If that’s the case, then perhaps you are 

experiencing the barrenness of busyness.  In the story of Creation, God did all his work in six days and took 

the seventh off.  He was setting us a good example!  The Bible doesn’t say what God did on that seventh 

day other than He rested.  I can well imagine after all the work involved in creating the entire universe and 

everything in it during six days of labour, God needed to rest!  

People today work hard, often with long hours.  They need time off to recharge their batteries.  That’s what 

the weekend is for, supposedly.  Trouble is we try to cram so much activity into the weekend, that we never 

seem to have time to rest and recharge. “That’s what holidays are for,” we argue. Then along comes the 

holiday and while some manage to relax, most people pack their time with so much it appears they are 

trying to get a year’s worth of fun done in a couple of weeks.  It might be fun, but it can be exhausting.  Then 

it’s back to work/school and another year’s cycle of activity begins.

The Bible tells us the story of Jesus going to tea at the home of Martha and Mary.  Martha was the ideal 

hostess.  She worked tirelessly to meet the culinary needs of her guests; as was expected of the women of 

her time.  At the height of her busyness, she complained to Jesus about her sister Mary sitting at his feet 

listening to him instead of doing her share of the hosting duties.  But Jesus commended Mary for choosing 

wisely.  She had an opportunity to be with Jesus, to hear his words, and to recharge her batteries 

spiritually—an opportunity which was not always available to her.  In getting caught up in her busyness, 

Martha was missing that same opportunity.

While Martha’s busyness was commendable in the world’s view, it was barren in God’s view.  She was so 

frantic getting her jobs done, that she was missing out on what Jesus told us was more important—

connecting with God. It’s a lesson I must remind myself of from time to time.  I get so busy doing things that I 

don’t take time for myself, to recharge my spiritual battery.  August is a great month for taking a hard look at 

our busyness.  It might appear productive, but is it? Or is it barren?  

Now is the time to take stock of our lives to determine how to have a better balance between busyness and 

real life.  Real life is not chasing after the things of this world.  It is being in a relationship with God through 

his Son Jesus.  That is my source of strength to face this world’s challenges.  That is the foundation of my 

life, and when I pay proper attention to that relationship, real life is better. Through Jesus, I know God the 

Father’s love, and His love teaches me what’s important in my life and that becomes the model for how I live 

my life.  Doing things (life Martha) is good and necessary, but there must also be a time just to be with 

Jesus (like Mary).  Come to church on a Sunday and experience a time-out from the busyness of everyday 

life and come away recharged.  Don’t give in to the barrenness of busyness but rejoice in the fullness of 

God’s love for you!

A View from the Vicarage
Summer is here.  School’s out, but soon back in.  Holidays taken.  Life goes on.  What are 

you doing?  The biggest complaint I often hear is that there isn’t enough time!  But time for 

what?  What exactly are you doing with all your time?  A full diary seems to indicate that we 

are doing as much as possible; always on the go.  But it’s summer!  Holidays were meant to 

be a time of slowing down and refreshing oneself by doing things of interest—whether it be 

sporting activities, travel, reading, or going to the beach.  

Rev. Don Alcock

Telephone:  01630 647 911

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com
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Norton in Bloom Newsletter

August 2018

Jobs for August
1

Prune Wisteria

2

Don’t delay summer pruning 

fruits trained as restricted 

forms

3

Deadhead flowering plants 

regularly

4

Watering! - particularly 

containers, and new plants, 

preferably with grey recycled 

water or stored rainwater

5

Collect seed from garden 

plants

6

Harvest sweetcorn and other 

vegetables as they become 

ready

7

Continue cutting out old fruited 

canes on raspberries

8

Lift and pot up rooted 

strawberry runners

9

Feed the soil with green 

manures

The Norton in Bloom group meets at The Hind’s Head every 

month.

This year meetings will take place on the second Thursday in 

the month at 7.30pm. New members are very welcome.

The next meeting is on Thursday 9th August

Heart of England In Bloom judging of Norton in 

Hales, 

25thJuly 2018

Thank you to everyone that helped out with all the work 

that was required across the village in order to prepare 

for the judging.

Given the dry weather the village has looked superb and 

the planting scheme very colourful. 

The portfolio that was created as part of the entry can be 

viewed at the cricket club, Hinds Head and Village Hall. 

If you would like a copy please speak to a member of 

the group. 

The annual village show will soon be upon us. Further guidance 

will be posted on the village website and Facebook over the 

coming weeks. There are lots of classes to enter for all ages and 

this traditional event is open to everybody – so have a go!

The Village Show is on Saturday 1st September.



Sightings of red kite are increasing and more people are enjoying seeing this bird of prey 

in and around the village. Matt E watched one out just past the family farm on the 

Bearstone Road at the end of June – the bird seemed to be following the silage machine 

looking for any prey that might happen to run out of the grass. Anton who lives over at 

Betton kindly shared a report of a red kite visiting his garden at the start of July. The kite 

was chasing a jackdaw and almost caught his prey until the corvid flew into a large tree. It 

was at this point that the red kite was mobbed by a flock of jackdaws who were successful 

in chasing the kite away.  However, he wasn’t not absent for long! Shortly after the bird 

returned and landed in the garden, hiding behind a tree. Anton was able to watch for about 

5 minutes as the kite remained like a statue. Under the same tree a few weeks later Anton 

found the remains of a rabbit and can only presume the red kite was involved. Recently 

Curly has also watched a red kite out at Mucklestone soaring over the hill as you drive out 

of the village.

Amongst a patch a nettles along a hedgerow on Beswicks Lane I spotted a very delicate 

butterfly with quite drab plumage. When it briefly landed the wings had a series of white 

circles with a dark centre. It was a ringlet – and the only one I have seen so far this year. I 

have also recently seen a comma butterfly land briefly on the phlox in one of my borders in 

the garden. The fore-wing and hind-wing are a rusty colour with black markings and a very 

irregular shape to the margin of the wing.

Lapwings have begun to gather again and on the 21st July a flock of 35 post breeding 

birds were in flight over the cricket club. This flock will increase in size over the coming 

months.

Doreen and Phil of Forge Lane both had superb views of one of our local barn owls. The 

bird had been coming out at twilight and hunting over the long grass in the field behind the 

lane just before the last cut for silage. 

Bev and Carol had a red-legged partridge visit their garden in the centre of the village on 

20th July. This is the first time this species entered the garden and was fantastic to watch 

at close range. 

Our resident greater spotted woodpeckers seem to be increasingly less shy as they put on 

a good show in many gardens and hedgerows throughout the village. Kirsty reports seeing 

them down Forge Lane and I have seen a juvenile (full red crown) perched at the top of a 

tall leylandi in the centre of the village. Anton also reports regular visits from this 

woodpecker on his feeders.

Alongside the wider impacts on the countryside, the heat wave we have experienced so 

far this summer has already had an impact on wild berries. They have ripened early 

across the country – I have already seen some fully ripe blackberries in the hedge out 

towards Adderley. Rowan berries are also starting to turn.  This may have an impact on 

species that rely on this wild fruit in Autumn. 

21st June to 22nd July 2018

Chris Green

07837 227476  / chris28green@yahoo.co.uk

Norton Nature Notes


