
THE BRADLING STONE 
THE NORTON IN HALES MAGAZINE 

Issue 1—April 2019 



Patrons have contributed to the annual cost of the magazine and we wish to thank them for their valuable contributions.  

If you would like to become a patron then please contact the secretary: secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 

Welcome…... 

Welcome to the first issue of the Bradling Stone magazine, named after the iconic landmark in the cen-
tre of our lovely village. The magazine will be published monthly and will be delivered free of charge to 
all households in the parish.  

What’s On In April?…. 

Further Ahead…. 

Sat 11 
May 

Duck Race Forge Farm 02:00 Always popular! 

Sat 1 June Plant Sale Bus Shelter 10:00 - 14:00   

Sat 1 June Folk Evening Jubilee Hall 07:30 £7.50 own drink, nibbles & glasses 

Sat 15 
June 

Village Festival The Green 1:00 - 5:00   

Reminders 
Date for the next month should be sent to secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month at the latest. Future events can be flagged up as required.   
Articles/contributions should be sent to editorbradlingstone@gmail.com by the 18th of the month. 

Date Event Where Time Extra Info. 

Mon 1 First Bradling Stone issued       

Tues 2 Coffee Morning Jubilee Hall 10:00-11:30   

Thurs 4 In Bloom Meeting Hinds Head 07:30 All welcome 

Sun 7 Praise and Worship St Chad’s Church 11:15 
No Flowers Approval of Church 
Financial Statement 

Sun 7 Have A Go Bowling Club 14.00 
New members welcome to have a 
bowl 

Tue 9 Coffee Morning Jubilee Hall 10:00-11:30   

Sun 14 

Palm Sunday Communion 
Service 

Saint Mary’s Chapel 
Aston Village Hall 

10:30 No Flowers St. Chad’s 

Procession with palms around the village following two donkeys to witness to Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem.  Followed by a bring-an-share lunch. 

Tues 16 Coffee Morning Jubilee Hall 10:00-11:30   

Thurs 18 Friends Video Lecture Jubilee Hall 07:30 John Simpson 

Fri 19 Good Friday Service St Chad’s Church 02:30   

Sat 20 Easter Egg Trail Bus Shelter 
10:00 - 
11:00 

Free Easter Eggs for Children at 
the end - Cricket Pavilion 

Sun 21 Easter Family Communion St Chad’s Church 11:15 Flowers – flower arrangers 

Tue 23 Coffee Morning Jubilee Hall 10:00-11:30   

Sat 27 First Team vs. Alsager Norton in Hales C.C. 12.30   

Sun 28 BCP Holy Communion St Chad’s Church 11:15 
Flowers – Easter flowers. Followed 
by Annual Parish Church Meeting 

Tue 30 Coffee Morning Jubilee Hall 10:00-11:30   

mailto:editorbradlingstone@gmail.com


100 Club March Results:12 Michael Evans, 80 Joyce & Mel Rees, 87 Rob Flint. If you haven't joined the 100 Club there's still 

time. The cost is £16 for the remaining 8 months and application forms from: Jean 653878, Sarah 653023 or Carol 658983  

A Message from Rev Don Alcock of St Chad’s Church  

April is a very special time in the church as it is when Christians cele-
brate the death and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  On Palm Sunday, 14 April, the congregation of St Chad’s 
will join with that of St Leonard’s Woore at St Mary’s Chapel in the 
Aston Village Hall at 10:30am for our traditional marking of Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem at the start of Holy Week.  We expect 
to have our procession around the village following two donkeys and 
waving our palms as witness to and re-enactment of our Lord’s arri-
val into Jerusalem so long ago.  The communion service is followed 
by a bring-and-share lunch, so come on over and celebrate with us! 
 

Then on Good Friday, 19 April, we will assemble in St Chad’s at 
2:30pm to solemnly remember Jesus’ trial and execution.  It is a sad 
time, but a necessary time to reflect on what Jesus suffered for us.  
He loved us so much, He was willing to die a horrible death and with 
Him take all our wrong-doings (our sins) to die with Him on that 
Cross and be buried with Him in the cold, stone tomb.  While we 
rightfully will be filled with sorrow, we will also be celebrating His 
death, as we know it was only through His sacrifice that we are rec-
onciled and forgiven by our heavenly Father, to be welcomed into 
His eternal Kingdom when our time comes. 

 
The biggest celebration is, of course, at 11:15am Easter Sunday, 21 April, when we rejoice that 
Christ rose from the grave to proclaim our eternal freedom from sin and eternal death!  What an 
amazing gathering that will be!  The service will be a family-orientated communion service, so every-
one is welcome to celebrate with us.  These three services are central to who we are as Christians.  
If you don’t know what we are all about, please come along and sample our worship and our Church 
family.  We would love to share our faith with you and welcome you into God’s family.  What better 
time to find out about Jesus than in the quintessential highlights of the Christian calendar? 
 
After graduating from university with a doctorate degree and setting out on my chosen career path of 
teaching in a university, I was doing what the world says is good: I was working and accumulating 
stuff (new car, household goods and furniture, and electronic gadgets), as well as enjoying holidays.  
Life was good!  But I knew there was something missing.  I couldn’t put my finger on it.  I wasn’t be-
ing fulfilled by what the world said would satisfy me as a person. 
 

What was missing?  Jesus.  Sounds simple, but it was not so easy.  I had a profound encounter with 
God during a car accident (thankfully I was uninjured), which awakened something spiritual inside of 
me.  My soul was longing for reconnection with my Creator God.  Over the following months and 
years, I learned more and more about God, His Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  I had had some 
head knowledge of them from childhood, when I attended Sunday School and learned the basics of 
the Christian faith.  
 

What I learned was head knowledge is good, but it is heart knowledge which is essential. Once my 
heart reached out to connect with God through Jesus, I felt a completeness in my soul.  I had dis-
covered what was missing in my life.  What a transformation!  It was exciting to understand how 
amazing God is.  He loves me!!  He loves me so much, He wanted to save me by having His Son 
Jesus die on the Cross for me and be raised to new and eternal life to reconcile me and save me 
from eternal death.  Nothing has ever made me so happy!  That is why we celebrate the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  That is the joy I hope you seek too.  Please come and celebrate with us and 
make this Easter season a blessed and special time for us all. Happy Easter! 



Please continue to share your nature sightings: 

Nature   

 The purple shades provided by the flowers of the red 

dead nettle are also providing welcome colour in the ver-

nal growth that we are now seeing. Along the banks of 

the Tern at Partons Pool you will now see the leaves of 

wild garlic (ramsons) and the speckled leaves of cuckoo 

pint, a wild Arum (known as “lords and ladies”) – the 

hooded flower will later turn to highly poisonous red ber-

ries on a rod. Hedgerows in favoured sunny positions 

now have an abundance of leaves from the “bread and 

cheese” tree – this is of course the hawthorn and was so 

called because people used to eat the leaves as com-

monly as they did bread and cheese. The leaves are ed-

ible and have a taste much like parsley (and I can vouch 

for that as I do forage the youngest leaves).  

As soon as the temperatures of winter started to be-

come milder throughout last month (although we were 

not without our cold, wet and windy days), on sunny 

banks and at the feet of pasture hedges the gold stars 

of the lesser celandine started to show. Although it can 

be an annoyance to gardeners, it really stands out and 

glistens in the late winter sunshine.  

Great spotted woodpeckers are now 

drumming and I heard one at the end 

of February near Oakley Hall and on 

17th March along the Bellaport Road. 

We are fortunate to have many pairs of 

these woodpeckers in the area. There 

has been a barn owl seen at dusk on 

most days this past month – the owl 

quartering the fields and hedges along 

the River Tern from Partons Pool to the 

sewage works.  



   Chris28green@yahoo.co.uk        07837 227476 

     Notes 

Alan D reported on 12th March that a 

buzzard landed on the sports field and 

foraged for a while. The week before 

Alan spotted a flock of fieldfare on the 

same field with some starlings. I 

watched a pair of buzzard attempting 

to engage in courtship display during 

early morning on 17th March.  This was 

a fine sight on a clear morning but was 

immediately disrupted by several jack-

daws.  

I caught sight of a snipe at Betton. The 

bird had been disturbed and was rec-

ognisable by its deliberately irregular 

flight pattern. It swiftly found found ref-

uge in a drainage ditch - with others I 

expect.  

 

Chris Green 

Chris Worton




Free Easter Egg Hunt—Sunday 20th April 

Norton In Bloom 

If you look at the plaques on the Best 
Kept Village post you will be amazed at 
how long the village has been proud of 
its appearance by taking part in Best 
Kept Village and In Bloom competi-
tions. For much of this time it was the 
village Women’s Institute (WI) who kept 
the challenge going.  The WI celebrate 
their 100th anniversary this year and 
their ‘house colours’ are green and pur-
ple. Our In Bloom planting colour 
scheme of purple and vibrant pink aug-
mented with light green will hopefully 
remind people of the WI. There is of 
course no Norton group any more but 
Mucklestone do meet in the Jubilee 
Hall once a month. Purple is also the 
theme for the Round Table campaign to 
eliminate polio and the display of purple 
crocus which were planted by children 
in the churchyard was stunning this 
year.    

Two Bloomers built a new raised flower 
bed at the Bearstone Road sign out of 
sandstone in March, the supply of 
which was arranged by the parish 
council. This completes the recent ef-
fort of raised bed construction!  

 

The In Bloom group are organising a free 
Easter Egg Hunt on 20th April with a 
start from between 10.00am and 
11.00am from the bus shelter. Children 
will receive an Easter egg, very kindly 
donated by Morrisons, at the end, which 
will be at the cricket pavilion where re-
freshments can be enjoyed. Sunflower 
plants will also be available for entry into 
a tallest sunflower competition to be 
judged later in the summer. 

The schedule for the Annual Village Pro-
duce Show is contained within these 
pages. Please see if you can grow some 
items for the show this year; now is the 
time to think about planting. No one 
takes it too seriously and it is a bit of fun 
helping to maintain these old traditions!  



 

In Your Garden 
It is time to think about your lawn and you may have cut it already as the grass has been growing for 
some time. Apply a high nitrogen spring lawn fertiliser at the beginning of the month to encourage 
good, strong growth. If moss is a problem choose a combined fertiliser and mosskiller. April is the 
best month to apply lawn weedkiller. Sowing new lawns, or over-seeding dead patches, can be car-
ried out from mid-April to early May. 

Divide herbaceous perennials when they are too large for their allotted space, are flowering poorly or 
have lost their shape. To keep them vigorous  do this  about every 3 years. Bamboos and clumps of 
bulbs or rhizomes can be divided in the same way. When transplanting the divisions make sure they 
have roots, shoots, and are given adequate water to settle into their new positions. 

Perennials that are showing new shoots from the crown can be propagated via basal stem cuttings. 
Shoots 8-10cm (3-4in) high are cut from the parent plant with a sharp knife. Sometimes a piece of 
root can be taken with the cutting (which speeds establishment), but stems can be cut without root, 
and then dipped in hormone rooting powder before striking into growing medium. If you do this 
please will you make one or two extra and donate them to the Bloom group for our plant sale at the 
beginning of June!  

Deadheading. Remove faded daffodil and tulip flowers, nipping off the heads and seed pod at the 
same time.  Deadhead pansies, primulas and other spring bedding plants. Pansies will carry on into 
the spring and even to early summer, if attended to frequently.  Mulch rose and shrub beds with a 5-
8cm (2-3in) layer of organic matter. This will help retain moisture during dry spells, reduce weed 
build-up and over time improve soil structure. Pay particular attention to mulching around rhododen-
drons, azaleas and camellias, as flowering is impaired if they are allowed to dry out during late sum-
mer. I find it frustrating when gardening TV presenters keep telling us to mulch everything with loads 
of garden compost! Most of us do not have the luxury of having sufficient but both mushroom com-
post and bark fines is available to buy in bulk in Market Drayton. 

 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/Advice/Profile?PID=422
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=424
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=363
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=129
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=529
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=529
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=327


 

School Diary—1939 to 1943 

This is the first of a series of articles to show what school life was like 80 years ago with information 
culled from Norton’s school diary of the time, which starts on September 1, 1939 and runs to April 
1943. Many of the entries are quite mundane and it would have been rather boring to reproduce it 
all. Events caused by the war and points to illustrate how life has changed since those days have 
been included. Thanks go to Edward Gill for providing the source document 

Evacuees. 

In early September 1939, 55 evacuated children from Shakespeare Street municipal infant school in 
Manchester arrived  under the charge of the head teacher and her assistant. They arrived at 5:30 
PM and were followed the following afternoon at about 4 o’clock by 16 mothers and their babies al-
so being evacuated from Manchester, accompanied by an assistant of the Shakespeare Street 
School. 
 
The next few days were spent deciding how the schools would be organised. They were going to be 
run separately rather than the Norton school absorbing the additional children. A room at the rectory 
was made available for use as an extra classroom. School hours were to be from 9 o’clock in the 
morning until 12 noon and 1 o’clock until 3.30. Discussions also took place on what the arrange-
ments would be in the event of an air raid whilst children were both in school and travelling to 
school. 
 
Schools open. 

The schools opened for the autumn term on the 11th of September and it was noted that 58 Norton 
children were on the school role but only 47 attended, six children being absent because they had 
whooping cough 



 

 



Saturday 7th September 2019 

Norton in Hales—Village Show Schedule 



Aim, Believe, Achieve 

Norton in Hales C.E. Primary School 

It is a pleasure to be part of the first parish magazine. We are looking 

forward to sharing our successes, events and news over the coming 

months. Mrs Angela Alkureishi is the current head teacher, who took 

up her post in September 2017. Mrs Alkureishi was previously Acting 

Head and Deputy in several inner city London Schools, mainly serv-

ing in Greenwich and Lewisham, London. 

Norton in Hales has a very successful Church of England Voluntary 

Controlled Primary School, providing education for up to 105 children 

between the ages of 4 and 11. We have 4 classes. Daisy class 

(Reception and year 1) Chamomile (Year 1/2), Hollyhock (Class 3/4) 

and Angelica (Year 5/6), a school hall, on-site kitchen and offer be-

fore and after school care from 7.30 – 6.00pm. We have also recent-

ly refurbished our playground and now have a running track and an 

artificial turf playground, thanks to a successful bid for funding from 

the National lottery, the Parish council and Friends of Norton in 

Hales. It was a truly community project. 

Our school motto Aim, Believe and Achieve draws all of us, 

pupils, staff, governors, parents and the wider community, 

together in a pursuit of excellence, which values spiritual as 

well as academic development. We are a small school and 

very proud of the special family atmosphere embedded in our 

culture. Our dedicated teachers work to ensure every child is 

supported by both cherishing and challenging them to fulfil 

their potential, and to experience the joy and satisfaction that 

this brings. Sports, activities, music lessons, forest school 

and a range of after-school clubs supplement and enrich our 

curriculum. We encourage our pupils to discover their pas-

sions, and aim to provide all our pupils with the necessary 

support to nurture their individual talents. 

 
The children are at the centre of everything we 

do at Norton-in-Hales School. Having a sense of 

participation, ownership and involvement is of 

the utmost importance. They are actively in-

volved in the decision-making process and are 

encouraged to participate on the School Coun-

cil, in the planning and delivery of assemblies 

and annual productions, and proudly represent 

the school at a number of sporting events. Our 

Christian values of Respect, Kindness, Courage, 

Determination and Enthusiasm inform all that we 

do together – both in the classroom and around 

school, and beyond the school gates. We hope 

that this gives you a flavour of what Norton-in-

Hales CE Primary School is all about. 



 

Memories of Old Days…. 

Mary Keay was a lifelong inhabitant of Norton inhales and was a tremendous stalwart of all manner of activi-
ties that took place in the village. This is an  extract from her memoires that can be read in full on the village 
website. 

Home and Family 

Times have changed in Norton in Hales, homelife does not now exist as it used 

to. I recall Monday morning is when one had to be up with the lark to start the 

fire going under the boiler, so that the washing could commence at 7am. Gran-

ny always wearing a starched apron. Sundays were always very strict, no extra 

jobs to be done, no bills to be paid, no games of any sort to be played. It was 

traditional for ladies to wear hats when attending church. Sunday School twice 

on Sunday and also choir at 11am and 7pm.  You had to attend church because 

Mr Chadwick was headmaster and choir master, and, if on a Monday morning 

you haven’t been to church, you would have to explain to him why not! 

 

After supper on a Sunday night hymn  singing generally took place around the harmonium. 

The winters were generally bad, snowed up roads which meant no deliveries of bread or milk. We had to col-

lect milk from the nearest farm and bread was usually fetched from 3 miles away with a pony. 

There were more family get-togethers, meeting to play cards etc., around the Aladdin, lamp which usually 

went out because the wick needed trimming. Cards are rarely seen these days, everybody sits glued to the 

TV  



 

 



 

 



If you would like further information about bowling please contact Juliette on 07896 977425. 

 

The village is lucky to boast an immaculate Crown Green bowling facility on the Sports Field with a 

well appointed and fully equipped Club House (known by members as the “Wendy House”).  The 

Green is normally open from around Easter until the end of September. 

We have two teams in the Market Drayton League, two teams in the Whitchurch League and a team 

in the Market Drayton Senior Citizens League. 

Club competitions are run 

throughout the summer, usually 

on Sunday afternoons and all 

members and their guests are 

welcome. 

The Bowling Club is an ideal 

place to learn a new sport, re-

laxing but competitive, suitable 

for both children and adults. 

Whether you want a hobby or 

to take part in team matches.  

The Green will be open on 

Sunday 7th April at 2.00pm and 

new members are welcome. 

Please come along. 

Let’s Play Bowls.. 



Cricket Scene 

Our two, recently reseeded courts undoubt-
edly provide the best grass playing surface 
anywhere in the county. The courts are situ-
ated at the far end of the playing field and 
are normally open between May and Sep-
tember. 

For the coming season, the club will have 
three mens and one ladies team which play 
approximately eight matches each in the 
Shropshire LTA league. 

All the teams competed well last year and 
one of the men’s teams managed promotion 
to a higher division. 

Playing competitive tennis is great fun and 
the number of divisions in the league means 
that all standards can be catered for. We would like to be able to field more teams and welcome 
new members of all abilities. Of course, many people are just happy to play for recreation in the 
lovely setting. 

Coaching is available for the ladies once a week and in the summer holidays, we run a family 
coaching session. 

It is important to note that because the courts are grass, flat soled tennis shoes are the only ac-
ceptable form of on-court footwear. 

For further details please call in at the Old Rectory, Norton-in-Hales or ring Mel Rees (01630 
657723), Mary Tavernor (01630 653030) or Neil Backes (01630 647330)  

Starting on Friday 12th April 2019, a group of adventure thrill 
seekers associated with Norton in Hales CC head to Ben Nevis, 
then Scafell and finally Snowdon to complete the Three Peaks 
challenge in 24 hours. An unbelievable challenge to raise money 
to improve the facilities for our thriving Junior Section. Please go 
to the following just giving page in order to sponsor this event:  

wwwjustgiving.com/crowdfunding/nih-three-peaks 

2019 Season fixtures are now out, please go to the ‘Fixtures’ sec-
tion our website for full details of the 1st and 2nd team league fix-
tures. The 1st team play their first game at home on Saturday 27th 
April against Alsager CC – please come and support! 

https://nortoninhalescricketclub.com/ 
 

The NIHCC Academy are looking for children to join both our under 8’s and under 10’s cricket 
teams. If you think your child will enjoy this great team sport in a friendly atmosphere and safe envi-
ronment then please get in touch. Boys and girls of all cricketing abilities are welcome. Please con-
tact Simon Belfield on 07542 651759. 

Please follow us on Instagram (@nortoninhlaescc) and keep an eye on our website. We will shortly 
be publishing details of our social membership, upgrades to the club house and the social event cal-
endar. We hope to be hold a working party on Saturday 6th April to upgrade the club facilities and 
outdoor seating and have teamed up with Natwest Cricket Force – details to be posted on social 
media shortly.  

Anyone for Tennis…? 

Follow Norton News on www.nortoninhales.org 

https://nortoninhalescricketclub.com/

