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TORONTO – College Student Alliance (CSA) is disappointed the provincial government quietly cancelled the Colleges of 
Applied Arts and Technology Task Force, ignoring the opportunity to improve the college sector and student experience. 
 
The Task Force was created to develop recommendations on issues facing the college sector in the wake of the record-
breaking strike by college faculty in 2017. With students, faculty, administration, and government around one table, the Task 
Force was an unprecedented step forward.  
 
“Students are still dealing with negative academic and financial impacts left by the longest strike in college history,” said 
Brittany Greig, CSA president. “By disbanding the Task Force, the government is refusing the opportunity to improve the 
sector and prevent a devastating strike from happening again.” 
 
With no mention of colleges in the government’s campaign leading up to the provincial election, or in the recent throne 
speech, college students have been left in the dark regarding improvements or changes to the sector they rely on. The 
cancellation of the Task Force, announced late afternoon on Friday, July 13, indicates the provincial government has little 
to no interest in supporting students. 
 
“Ironically, Premier Ford intends to introduce legislation to end the York University strike,” said Abdullah Mushtaq, director 
of advocacy for CSA. “Cancelling the Task Force sends a message to students and their families that there may be nothing 
more to look forward to regarding his government’s post-secondary education agenda.”  
 
Friday’s announcement confirmed the continued need for organized and dedicated advocacy efforts within the post-
secondary sector. CSA is committed to finding alternative solutions in partnership with all major stakeholders, and hopes 
the government will participate.    
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About College Student Alliance: 
College Student Alliance (CSA) has advocated on behalf of Ontario college students in partnership with student leaders for 
over 40 years. Through member student associations, CSA represents the collective voice of Ontario's college students. 
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