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Director’s Report
Hello Everyone, 

Wow, what an intense year it has been! A year full of 
emotional highs and emotional lows, and it seems like 
there’s been nothing in between! 

2017 began with a crazy idea that quickly turned into a 
dream for our auditioned vocal ensemble to sing 
amongst choirs from all over the country at the 
Australian National Eisteddfod in Canberra. We never 

imagined that several months later we would go on to actually win the 
Australian Choral Challenge - Open Group at that Eisteddfod! This was just 
one of many happy and exciting events that took place for Vocalocity singers 
this past year. Our own Jessica de Lautour made it onto the Honour Roll for 
HSC Music and we couldn’t be prouder of her - congratulations Jess, very 
well deserved indeed! Jess has also kindly written her own report for this 
newsletter about her experience with me and at Vocalocity to date, so please 
check that out and enjoy this newsletter as we reflect on some of the special 
moments experienced by all our singers. 

On a different note, no doubt by now you know that the Vocalocity Music 
Gift Shop has closed its doors and I’ve relocated the singing studio from our 
Leura Mall premises. I feel it’s important I explain the reasoning behind this 
decision. In February of 2017, my beautiful mum was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. As she underwent multiple surgeries, chemotherapy and radiotherapy
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treatments, it soon became clear that we would no longer be able to enjoy 
working in the shop together with Mum being mainly responsible for the retail 
side. This meant that suddenly I was trying to juggle both the shop and the 
ever-growing studio by myself. I also found that despite my best efforts with 
our fabulous piano key stairs, the fact that we were an upstairs location made 
the retail side of the business difficult even at the best of times. However, who 
could have known that the studio was going to take off in the way that it has 
over the past year?! I’m so very passionate about teaching and arranging and 
I feel that’s where my energy should be focussed. So, while it was a tough and 
honestly a very emotional decision to leave Leura Mall, it’s one that in the 
grand scheme of things was really a ‘no-brainer’. Thank you to those of you 
who visited and frequented the shop - I’ll be putting some of our most 
popular items in our new online shop soon, so you’ll still be able to get your 
Chopin Bags and Chopin Liszts! We had a special thing going with the shop 
and who knows, maybe one day we’ll reopen - you never know! 

Plans for the studio in 2018 are well underway and it will be jam-packed with more performance opportunities in 
the form of more Eisteddfods and local events in addition to the ones we already do. I think one of our new 

approaches at Vocalocity of having everyone experience singing together in 
small groups proved to be a worthwhile exercise (not to mention a lot of fun!), 
and one that we will continue. It allows students to meet and collaborate with 
like-minded creative individuals as well as help them to become better 
musicians and performers by listening to, learning from and supporting one 
another. There is more accountability when it comes to practice and I also 
believe it drastically lessens performance anxiety as everyone is in the same 
boat, leading to a positive performance experience. Yes, of course we will 
always focus on solo performance aspects in lessons, that’s a given, and we 
will have smaller masterclasses and soirées dotted throughout the year that 
will be a little less daunting than our end of year large concert setting, but I 
do think the group singing has tremendous benefits for all. At Vocalocity, we 
celebrate that every voice is unique and that everybody’s creativity is different, 
so to bring it all together is really something. 

2017 was intense, to say the least! Life is unpredictable. 
You never know what it’s going to throw at you next, nor 
do you know what fabulous opportunities might be 
awaiting you just around the corner. You just have to do 
what you love and do it for you. Share your gifts with 
others and always be open to learning so you can keep 
growing.  

I thank you all from the bottom of my heart for your 
support in 2017 and I’m very much looking forward to 
seeing what this new year will bring as we continue to 
embrace our Vocalocity philosophy of ‘Individuality, 
Creativity and Passion’. 

With my warmest wishes for very Happy Singing in 2018! 

Amelia Nell 
Director at Vocalocity Pty Ltd 

Pictured: Amelia’s parents, 

Louise and Walter at one of the first 
Vocalocity musical soirées (2016).

Pictured: Amelia Nell

Pictured: The Vocalocity Music Gift Shop
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SINGING STUDIO  

2018 Term Dates 

 
TERM 1 

Monday 5th February 
to 

Friday 6th April 

(9 weeks) 

………………………… 

TERM 2 

Monday 30th April 
to 

Friday 29th June 

(9 weeks) 

………………………… 

TERM 3 

Monday 30th July 
to 

Friday 28th September 

(9 weeks) 

………………………… 

TERM 4 

Monday 15th October 
to 

Friday 14th December 

(9 weeks) 

………………………… 

Please note, all terms 
this year are 9 weeks 

each.

NEWS
The Sydney Eisteddfod

Pictured: The First Vocalocity Vocal Ensemble at 

the Sydney Eisteddfod - 27th May, 2017


(L-R) Tegan Krempl, Mila Fisher, Jay Dannatt, Amelia Nell, 

Axel Nathaniel Rose, Jessica de Lautour, Madi Noble

Our very first competition was back in May when our Vocal Ensemble sang at the Sydney 
Eisteddfod. In an open age category amongst older choirs of 16 members who have 
been singing together for many years, our little group (of then six) brought home third 
place! Then, shortly following our first experience at the Sydney Eisteddfod, Mila Fisher 
went on to deliver some 
beautiful performances in 
several solo events as well!

Pictured: Mila Fisher at the 
Sydney Eisteddfod


June, 2017

The Leura Village Fair
We love getting involved with our local community 
and we had a lot of fun singing at the Leura Village 

Fair for the second time. A lovely crowd gathered 
around to hear us and our 

little outdoor stand of music  
gifts was a big hit!

Pictured: The Leura Village Fair

7th October, 2017
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The Fundraising Concert 
When we first had the idea to take our vocal ensemble to the Australian National Eisteddfod in Canberra, it soon 
became clear that we were going to need to figure out a way to raise the money to get us there and back! 


We decided to hold a fundraising concert we entitled ’Singing For Our Supper!’ on Saturday 15th July, 2017 at the 
beautiful Wentworth Falls School of Arts Theatre. We had great media coverage to advertise the event with several 
local marketing agencies and news outlets kindly displaying our poster on their various media platforms, and Amelia 
even did a radio interview about the event (during which there may or may not have been a slightly embarrassing 
impromptu song outburst).


A fantastic night was had by all. The vocal ensemble performed, as did soloists from the group and Amelia’s friend 
and former university lecturer, saxophonist Jason Thornton made an appearance with his jazz fusion band, JT3. 
Everyone performed beautifully and our audience enjoyed champagne and canapés at interval, which have quickly 
become Vocalocity staples at our concerts!


We had some truly fabulous raffle prizes donated from several local businesses and we would like to say a very big 
thank you again to our wonderfully generous sponsors and to everyone who supported us through the event - we 
couldn’t have done it without you!

Photographs courtesy of Eames K Photography - https://www.eamesk.com/ 

Amelia Nell Axel Nathaniel Rose Jason Thornton Aimee Clifton Madi Noble

(L-R) Aimee Clifton, Jessica de Lautour, Mila Fisher, Jay Dannatt, Miriam Cooney, Eva Fisher, Madi Noble, Tegan Krempl & Amelia Nell

https://www.eamesk.com/
https://www.eamesk.com/
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The Australian National Eisteddfod

In August 2017, the Vocalocity Vocal Ensemble piled into two cars 
bound for Canberra for two nights along with my tremendously 
fabulous fellow BMus graduate (and very brave!) friend, Megan. 

After six months of intense rehearsals and fundraising efforts, on 
Saturday the 19th of August the day had finally arrived - we were 
ready to participate in The Australian Choral Challenge! The spirit in 
the warm up room backstage was palpable. There seemed to be an 
energy pulsating through the group as it dawned on everyone that 
this was the moment we’d been working for. I was so proud and 
impressed when instead of me giving my usual little pep talk, it was 
our singers who were lifting each others’ spirits with mutual 
encouragement to go out there and do their very best, which is all 
any teacher can ask for! 

When we stepped out on that stage, it was just magic. Everyone 
was so in sync, banding together with a sheer determination to 
just give it our all and leave nothing behind. The audience was 
right there with us, and everyone who had helped along the way 
were with us in spirit as we radiated our motto of “Fun! Fabulous! 
& Flair!” in true Vocalocity style. We sang our hearts out.  

We were very happy with how it all went and we all agreed 
afterwards that it was the best performance we’d ever done. 
Then came the big win, which was just icing on the cake! We 
were all in shock and disbelief at the announcement - I literally 
fell off my chair and had a ringing in my ear from Madi’s scream! 
It meant so much to all of us in terms of the realisations it brought. 
It gave our singers the confidence to see just how good they are and it gave me the professional validation that 
I really must be doing something right. 

Something very special happened that day. The win was amazing, but what was even more amazing was the fire 
and the joy I saw light up within our singers on that stage. It’s a moment I’ll never forget. I will however try to 
forget the embarrassing moment when I cried into the lovely adjudicator’s hair! 

Pictured: The Adjudicator’s Report Pictured: The Vocalocity Vocal Ensemble with Amelia and Megan 

at the Big Merino, Goulburn (after yet ANOTHER Macca’s stop along the road!)

Report by Amelia Nell

Pictured: Vocalocity on stage at the 

Australian National Eisteddfod 2017
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The Hornsby Singing Eisteddfod

HSC & AMEB Music Examinations
Congratulations to our Year 12 students, Jessica de Lautour and Madilyn Noble for both thriving in their HSC 
Music examinations! Both girls did tremendously well and we are all so very happy for you!

Congratulations also to Ruby Forsyth and Mila Fisher who undertook AMEB (Australian Music Examinations 
Board) Voice examinations in 2017. Both girls received great marks and high praise from their examiner!

Audition Success
Congratulations to Mila Fisher on her successful voice auditions in 2017. Mila was offered places at both 
Nepean Creative & Performing Arts High School and the Australian Performing Arts Grammar School for 2018. 
We eagerly await to see what wonderful things come from her experiences as she goes into Year 10 at the 
Australian Performing Arts Grammar School in Sydney this year!

Congratulations also to Lexie Zito who was given a leading role as Mole in her school’s musical production of 
The Wind In The Willows!

On Saturday the 16th of September 2017, our Vocal Ensemble including a trio participated in the Hornsby 
Singing Eisteddfod. The group as a whole were awarded first place in their category with a mark of 98/100 and 
the trio came second in their category with a mark of 95/100. Given that we were short three members from the 
group at the time and were still awarded places is a testament to our singers hard work and dedication!
The following day, Mila Fisher 
and Tegan Krempl participated 
in solo events and both sang 
beautifully with Mila bringing 
home a trophy of her own as 
well. Congratulations girls, we 
are so very proud of you both!

PIANO 
A family friend of mine, Jo-anne, has offered me 
her grandmother’s piano as she is moving and 
sadly cannot fit it in her new house. As I already 
have three pianos and several keyboards myself 
(oh dear!), we have agreed to try and find a new 
home for this much loved instrument.  

Jo has very fond memories of the piano and would 
like to give it, free of charge, to someone who will 
truly benefit from playing it as well as look after it, 
and she has even offered to pay for the relocation! 

It’s an upright piano in very good condition made 
between 1930 and 1949 and was manufactured in 
Australia by Palings for Rich. Lipp and Sohn, 
Stuttgart. 

It’s a bit of a time sensitive issue so if you are 
interested, please let me know ASAP on 0451 459 
169 or via email amelia@vocalocity.com.au 

FREE!
FREE!

FREE!
FREE!

NEEDS A LOVING HOME… NOW!!

mailto:amelia@vocalocity.com.au
mailto:amelia@vocalocity.com.au
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2017 End-Of-Year
SHOWCASE CONCERT

All Vocalocity students were offered the opportunity to perform in our 2017 Showcase Concert, which took 
place on Saturday the 9th of December. Family and friends were delightfully entertained in the beautiful 
Ballroom at The Carrington Hotel in Katoomba and were treated to light refreshments, including our staples 
of champagne and canapés! 

It’s really not easy to get up on stage in front of a ballroom full of people. All of our singers performed 
beautifully and should be extremely proud of themselves, as we are of them. A fabulous night was had by all - 
thank you, Vocalocity singers, and we’re already very much look forward to this year’s Showcase Concert!

Some live performance videos from the Showcase Concert are up on our Instagram page! - www.instagram.com/vocalocitymusic 

http://www.instagram.com/vocalocitymusic
http://www.instagram.com/vocalocitymusic
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Christmas Carolling
in Leura Mall
15th & 16th December, 2017

We were asked again by the Leura Village Association and Rotary to sing at the Christmas 
shopping events in Leura Mall. We gathered outside Teddy Sinclair to sing traditional carols 
as well as some of  the more contemporary favourites. We had so much fun getting all 
dressed up in our over-the-top Christmas attire - go big or go home, right?! We were such a 
hit that we’ve been asked to do it every year! 

Photos courtesy of Eames K Photography
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Over the past 4 years that I have been singing with Amelia and Vocalocity in their various forms, I’ve seen a 
journey that has lead to some of my best memories and proudest achievements, and those of others I’m sure. 
The spirit of Vocalocity had humble beginnings in the music room of Katoomba High School in 2014, with a few 
students having lessons and some small groups forming to try and sing together. It wasn’t perfect, but Amelia 
never doubted that it could be done. The groups then merged into a school choir under Amelia’s direction and 
endless patience, and then again into the very first Vocalocity Vocal Ensemble, the beginning of an age. With a 
lot of elbow grease and a forest’s worth of lost sheet music we learnt pieces ranging from Adele’s ‘Rolling in the 
Deep’ to the lullaby ‘A La Nanita Nana’. Every time the group rehearsed no matter rain, hail, or shine, Amelia 
would show up her bubbly self, ready to tame a room full of stubborn teens (or at least try). A highlight was 
placing in the Penrith Eisteddfod, particularly when we found out on the train home, as we realised that all our 
work had been recognised.  

Next, Vocalocity moved out of home so to speak and left KHS. However, most of us decided to stick around. At 
the same time as putting more and more work into our little group, she also opened a shop for music gifts, 
adding a new aspect to Vocalocity and bringing in new students, some of which joined the ensemble. In a rare 
questionable decision, Amelia allowed me to work in the shop, giving me time to groan over music puns, and 
help spread trademark Vocalocity positivity to Leura. Amelia set our singing sights high from the beginning; 
teaching more complex arrangements and challenging us to work better as a team. Taking the leap, we signed 
up for the Australian National Eisteddfod in Canberra and rehearsed 
like crazy! Nearing the date, Amelia was successfully tidying up pieces 
and organising the logistics. Stresses were high, but confidence was 
also, and Vocalocity pulled through after under 6 months with all 
members with a truly amazing first place! It was such an experience for 
everyone to have achieved together something so highly regarded, as 
our group of under 18’s had beaten choirs that had been performing 
together for years, if not decades. Vocalocity didn’t stop there, 
however, and continued the winning streak even with absent members 
to take home at the Hornsby Eisteddfod two placements as well, with 
glowing adjudicator’s remarks. On a much less grand note, thanks to 
lessons with Amelia throughout the years, both of this year’s music HSC 
students made it through alive and with impressive marks. Often 
putting in her own time and I assume much of her sanity, Amelia 
dragged us towards vocal success and managed to land me on the 
HSC Honour Roll for Music 1. If that isn't a testament to both her 
strength of will and her ability as a teacher I don’t know what is. 

And now for a little sentimentality. As 2017 closes and another hopefully musical year begins, I write this to 
show how far Vocalocity has come, not just by leaps and bounds as we’ve seen in recent successes, but also 
due to consistent effort from the students, but especially from the never-ending belief and often seemingly 
thankless work that Amelia has put into Vocalocity, in all it’s faces, for years. As one who’s been a small part of 
this journey, it is difficult to express the true impact that Amelia and Vocalocity has had on all of us; both as 
musicians and as people. I remember the amazement when after each song an auditorium of peers and 
competitors alike would give heartfelt applause and even cheer, and how proud I felt to see something this 
important to all of us be recognised and appreciated as genuinely decent music. But I also remember in 
humour the times when things were not working out, and in fondness the family that I believe Vocalocity has 
become. To Amelia I say thankyou from us all, for the incredible memories that will be cherished forever (or at 
least until we make new ones at the next rehearsal).  

Jess manning the Vocalocity stand at 
the Leura Harvest Festival, 2017

S T U D E N T     R E P O R T
by Jessica de Lautour
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Happy Snaps

Getting ready for Carols!

Go big or go home, right?!

Mila, Tegan and Aimee were quite the 
giggling girls at the Fundraising Concert!

Amelia & Lucy at the Carols in Leura Mall!

Also, check out Lexie's fabulous Christmas 


outfit in the background!

Mintie wrapper decoration 

in Megan’s new car on the Canberra trip!


#sorrymegan

Yay! Ruby was very excited for her 
recording day!

Aimee in all her Christmas hat glory 

with Allegra’s ice-cream pillow on top!


(Love the facial expressions!)

The day when Irish band ‘Four Winds’ 
popped into the Vocalocity Music Gift Shop!

Warming up backstage at 

The Australian National Eisteddfod

Jess and Madi’s sneaky photo found on 
Amelia’s phone after the Term 1 Singing Soirée


(Hehe, gotcha!)
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Amelia and Axel being Amelia and Axel.

Our very own “one-man-band” Dave 


(talk about multi-talented!) totally pumped in 

rehearsal for the Showcase Concert! 

The glorious day when Amelia’s childhood 
piano teacher, Lisa Tsibulya, popped in to 

the shop with her son, the hilarious 
comedian, Alan Tsibulya!

Procrastination in style.

Amelia was supposed to be revamping the 
studio and instead was putting piano key 

shoelaces in her hair and trying on silk bowties!

Random selfie of Jay and Miriam (and 

almost Mila) found on the Vocalocity iPad!
Amelia’s Christmas pun wreath, 
titled ‘Aretha Franklin’!

The new Vocalocity Security System,


aka Charlie, who sometimes takes his job 

a little too seriously (as most of you know!).

Happy Snaps

Amelia with her mum and dad 
at Vocalocity in Leura Mall!


