
Saturday, August 17, 2019 
SBVAS Pelagic Trip – Dana Point 
4:45 AM – 10:00 PM 
Leaders: Tom Benson, Jon Feenstra, Robert McNab, Dave Pereksta, and Brad Singer 
 
Birders, 
 
SBVAS is sponsoring a 17-hour pelagic trip to the offshore waters south of San Clemente Island 
on Saturday, August 17, 2019. We will be departing from Dana Point aboard the R/V Sea Explorer 
at 5:00 AM and returning at 10:00 PM. Our tentative plan will be to travel south across the north 
end of Thirtymile Bank to look for the storm-petrel flock that often hangs out there, then continue 
on to Fortymile Bank. If sea conditions are favorable and time permits, we should have time to 
travel further offshore to Butterfly Bank and Santo Tomas Knoll. We will then return northeast to 
explore the waters of the San Clemente Basin before eventually heading back to Dana Point. We 
will be spending almost the entire day in Los Angeles County waters. The cost for the trip is $200 
per person. To reserve a space on the trip, email me (see below) with your name and phone 
number, the number of spaces you want to reserve, and the names of those in your party. 
Please indicate if you are an SBVAS member. 
 
We have a high probability of seeing the following sought-after pelagic species on this trip: Black, 
Leach’s, Least, and Ashy Storm-Petrels, Long-tailed Jaeger, Craveri's Murrelet, Sabine’s Gull, 
and Arctic Tern. Additionally, we have a reasonably good chance of finding rarer species like 
Black-footed Albatross, Buller’s Shearwater, Red-billed Tropicbird, South Polar Skua, 
Townsend's Storm-Petrel, and any number of boobies. As this is one of only a few pelagic trips 
in southern California to go beyond the Channel Islands, it is also your best opportunity to see 
such rarities as Cook's Petrel and Guadalupe Murrelet (or something even rarer!) on a one-day 
pelagic trip. 
 
The Sea Explorer is a 65-foot research vessel with plenty of standing room, bench seating on 
both the upper and lower decks, and an interior salon with limited seating. Light breakfast, snacks, 
water and coffee will be provided. There is no galley on board, so you should bring your own 
lunch and dinner for this 17-hour excursion. Weather at sea is often cool relative to the mainland, 
and can be unpredictable. It is recommended that you dress in layers including a light rain jacket 
for potential sea spray (or even rain). A hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen are also essential. Bring 
your binoculars and cameras, but leave your spotting scopes at home. There are a number of 
over-the-counter preventative seasickness treatments available; consult with your doctor if you 
think you will need them. They are most effective when taken before you get on the boat; do not 
wait until you are sick. If you have any questions regarding the trip, please contact Tom Benson 
at: thomasabenson@aol.com. 
 
Tom Benson 
San Bernardino Valley Audubon Society 
thomasabenson AT aol.com 
 
  


