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SATURDAY

Sunshine
86° / 68°

FRIDAY

Mostly sunny
82° / 59°

TODAY

Mostly sunny
85° / 51°
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Michaele Niehaus
Burlington Hawk Eye
USA TODAY NETWORK

After two weeks of con-
cerning proliferation rates 
of COVID-19 in Des Moines 
County, the spread appears to 
be on a downward trend. 

During the past two weeks, 

Des Moines County's 14-day 
positivity rate bobbed between 
14% and 15.6%, nearly threat-
ening to yet again alter the 
start of the school year for 
the Burlington and West 
Burlington school districts and 
straining local hospitals.

As of noon Wednesday, the 
rate had dropped significantly 

to 10.6% as more tests have 
come back negative and larger 
numbers from previous weeks 
dropped off the back end of 
the two-week period, but the 
drop doesn't mean area resi-
dents should let up on efforts 
to protect themselves and their 
communities.

"As long as our prevalence 

rates are as they are, we need 
to continue to be cautious," Dr. 
Michael McCoy, chief medical 
officer for Great River Medical 
Center, told The Hawk Eye 
Wednesday, explaining he 
is holding off on being opti-
mistic about the virus' spread 
until new cases continue to 
drop over seven- and 14-day 

periods. 
McCoy did report the patient 

census was down to about a 
dozen as of Tuesday in the 
West Burlington hospital's 
COVID-19 unit, which occu-
pies the facility's digestive 
health unit.

DMC COVID-19 case count trending down

By Bob Saar
For The Hawk Eye

The celebration of the 100th 
anniversary the 19th amend-
ment continues in the Quad 
Cities Area this weekend with 
showings by French artist 
Cecile Houel and other area 
women.

T h e  1 9 t h  a m e n d m e n t 
assured women the right to 
vote in the United States.

French-born artist Houel 
imbues her art with a deep pas-
sion for diversity and justice, 
and that passion is evident in 
her ongoing project — portraits 
of Nobel Peace Prize Laureates.

Houel brings her to-date 
completed works to four 
Quad Cities locations Aug. 29 
through Oct. 28.

Houel has won international 
acclaim in the world of pastels 
and now focuses on multi-
media, including sculpture.

Sponsored by WVIK and 
Quad-Cities NPR, “Nobel 
Peace Prize Collection: Peace 
Starts Within” will run from 

August 28 through October 
28 at the Beréskin Art Gallery 
& Academy, 2967 State St. in 
Bettendorf and three other QCA 
locations.

Houel said the show has 
been in preparation for about 
a year and began when artist 
and former Houel student Rose 
Moore of Galesburg, Ill. intro-
duced Houel to Pat Beréskin, 
who liked Houel's Nobel col-
lection, and the two talked about 
putting a show together.

"Initially it was to be just her 
gallery," Houel said.

The concept expanded and 
now includes:

• “A Portrait of Remarkable 
W o m e n "  a t  Q u a d - C i t y 
International Airport in Moline, 
Illinois, is six Houel portraits of 
female Nobel Prize Laureates 

including Mother Teresa, Martin 
Luther King Jr., Elie Wiesel and 
Barack Obama. Sponsored by 
Quad City Arts in an exhibition 
beginning September 3, that 
exhibition includes portraits 
by artist Heidi Hernandez and 
sculptures by 11 area women;

• Two of Houel's portraits at 
the German American Heritage 
Museum & Center in Davenport; 
and

• Two portraits are on dis-
play in the RiverCenter/
Adler Theatre showcases in 
Davenport.

Hernandez also will have 
works displayed at the German 
American Heritage Museum, 
Beréskin Gallery and the Adler 
showcases.

Houel’s art showcased across QCA

Artist Cecile Houel is shown with her portrait of Mother Teresa, the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize laureate. Houel is working on a 10-year project to 
paint all 107 laureates to date, and is showing her completed works at four Quad Cities locations during September, with a reception Friday at the 
Beré skin Art Gallery & Academy in Bettendorf. A tour “passport” and complete information is available at bereskinartgallery.com. [DON WEISS]

Reception for Houel

When: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday
Where: The Beréskin Art Gallery 
& Academy, 2967 State St. in 
Bettendorf

Masks and social distancing are 
required. Refreshments includ-
ing snacks and wine will be 
served — with social distancing 
straws provided.

By Joel Shannon and 
Sean McDonnell
USA TODAY NETWORK

Days after the U.S. 
M a r s h a l s  S e r v i c e 
announced the rescue of 
39 endangered children 
in Georgia, similar oper-
ations are ongoing in two 
other states as authori-
ties target missing kids 
who may be victims of sex 
trafficking. 

In Ohio, “Operation 
Safety Net” has led to 
the discovery of 25 chil-
dren between the ages 
of 13 and 18 in less than 
three weeks, the Marshals 
Service says. The opera-
tion is likely to continue 
i n t o  O c t o b e r ,  U . S . 
Marshal Peter Elliott said.

And another two-week 
operation is underway 
near Indianapolis, Darby 
Kirby — chief of the 
Marshals’ Missing Child 
Unit — told USA TODAY 
in an email Tuesday.

These operations are 
a part of ongoing efforts 
at  the local  level  to 
locate missing children 
rather than a coordi-
nated nationwide sweep, 
Kirby said. Since 2005, 
the Marshals have helped 
recover 1,800 missing 
children.

Operations like Safety 
Net allow agents to give 
undivided attention to 
finding endangered chil-
dren, U.S. Marshal’s 
Public Information Officer 
Anne Murphy said. 

Children 
could be 
‘more 
vulnerable’ 
than ever 

See COVID,  A3

See CHILDREN,  A8

See HOUEL’S,  A3
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Staff reports

Another four people with 
COVID-19 have died and 
there have been an additional 
740 confirmed cases, the state 
reported Wednesday. 

At 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
the state was reporting 1,125 
COVID-19-related deaths, an 
increase of four deaths since 
the state’s tally at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, according to the 
state’s Coronavirus.Iowa.gov 
website. 

The state was reporting at 
10 a.m. Wednesday that there 
are 66,137 confirmed cases of 
coronavirus, an increase of 
740 since 10 a.m. Tuesday. 
According to the state’s 
website, there were 177 con-
firmed cases Tuesday and 
have been no additional cases 
Wednesday, as of 10 a.m. 

Of the 66,137 people who 
have tested positive, 48,015 
have recovered, according to 
the state. The total number 
of people tested is 642,772, 
including 1,728 on Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, the state 
was reporting 310 hospital-
izations, down from 311 on 
Tuesday. In the past 24 hours, 
62 patients have been admit-
ted. Also, there are 87 patients 
in the ICU, down from 88 on 
Tuesday.

Illinois COVID-19 
numbers

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health Wednesday 
announced 2,128 new con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 in 
Illinois, including 27 additional 

confirmed deaths.
Currently, Illinois is report-

ing a total of 238,643 cases, 
including 8,091 deaths, in 
102 counties. The age of cases 
ranges from younger than 
one to older than 100 years. 
The preliminary seven-day 
statewide positivity for cases 
as a percent of total test from 
Aug. 26 to Sept. 1 is 4.5%. As 
of last night, 1,596 people in 
Illinois were reported to be in 
the hospital with COVID-19. 
Of those, 347 patients were in 
the ICU and 142 patients with 

COVID-19 were on ventila-
tors. Within the past 24 hours, 
laboratories have reported 
32,751 specimens for a total of 
4,119,873. 

The Warsaw School District 
started classes two weeks ago 
and reported its first student 
case of COVID-19 over the 
weekend. The school district 
is working with the Hancock 
County Health Department 
and has conducted contact 
tracing and has contacted 
those who were close contacts 
to the individual.

Iowa and Illinois coronavirus 
cases reported on Wednesday

The following information is 
provided by coronavirus.iowa.
gov. The second number listed is 
from 2 p.m. Tuesday.

Des Moines County

Confi rmed cases: 580/569
Positivity rate: 10.4%/11.7%
Recoveries: 150/139
Deaths: 5/5

Henry County

Confi rmed cases: 296/289
Positivity rate: 12.2%/12.8%
Recoveries:116/110
Deaths: 4/4

Lee County

Confi rmed cases: 446/488
Positivity rate: 17%/17.8%
Recoveries: 104/94
Deaths: 5/5

Louisa County

Confi rmed cases: 399/396
Positivity rate: 6.2%/6.3%
Recoveries: 363/362
Deaths: 14/14

Van Buren County

Confi rmed cases: 101/100
Positivity rate: 8.5%/8.4%
Recoveries: 33/33
Deaths: 1/1
The following information for 
west central Illinois counties is 
provided by dph.illinois.gov and 
local health offi cials. 

Hancock County

Confi rmed cases: 146/136
Deaths: 2/2

Henderson County

Confi rmed cases: 45/44
Deaths: 0/0

County cases counts as of 3 p.m. Wednesday

Brianne Pfannenstiel
bpfannenst@dmreg.com
USA TODAY NETWORK

At a campaign stop this week, 
U.S. Sen. Joni Ernst questioned 
whether coronavirus cases are 
being overcounted nationally, 
echoing conspiracy theories 
that have spread in recent 
days.

“These health care providers 
and others are reimbursed at a 
higher rate if COVID is tied to 
it, so what do you think they’re 
doing?” she said, according 
to the Waterloo-Cedar Falls 
Courier.

It’s true that hospitals get 
paid more by Medicare if 
patients are listed as having 
COVID-19 and are treated 
on ventilators. But the claim 
that case counts are over-
stated has been discounted by 
medical experts, who believe 
coronavirus cases are actually 
undercounted. The false claim 
has gained traction as conspir-
acy groups like QAnon have 
begun spreading it on social 
media in recent days.

“Over 180,000 Americans 
have died because of COVID-
19,” Ernst said in a statement 
provided to the Des Moines 
Register on Wednesday morn-
ing. “What matters is that we 
are getting the resources to 
Iowa that are needed to fight 
this virus, and that’s what I’m 
focused on.”

Ernst’s previous comments 
came after an attendee at 
the forum told her during a 
question-and-answer period 
that he believes the cases and 
death counts tied to COVID-19 
are overstated. Ernst said she 
also is “so skeptical” of those 
numbers.

According to the Courier, 

Ernst was asked after the event 
to explain her comments. 
She said she had heard those 
concerns from health care 
providers.

“They do get reimbursed 
higher amounts if  it’s  a 
COVID-related illness or 
death,” she said. “I heard the 
same thing on the news. ... 
They’re thinking there may be 
10,000 or less deaths that were 
actually singularly COVID-19. 
... I’m just really curious. It 
would be interesting to know 
that.”

Currently, Iowa is home to 
the nation’s biggest corona-
virus outbreak, White House 
officials said in a report issued 
Sunday. And according to an 
analysis by USA Today, Iowa 
had the fastest spread of con-
firmed coronavirus cases as of 
Aug. 31, with a 102% increase 

in positive cases over the pre-
vious week. 

Ernst is seeking a second 
term and currently is facing a 
tough reelection fight against 
Democrat Theresa Greenfield. 

A June Des Moines Register 
Iowa Poll showed Greenfield 
leading Ernst by 3 percentage 
points, which falls within the 
poll’s margin of error of 3.8 
percentage points.

It’s one of a handful of key 
Senate seats that Democrats 
have targeted in their efforts 
to retake the majority. It’s 
already drawn massive spend-
ing from both parties and is 
expected to set new finance 
records in Iowa.

Brianne Pfannenstiel is the 
chief politics reporter for 
the Register. Reach her at 
bpfann@dmreg.com.

Ernst is ‘so skeptical’ of COVID case counts

U.S. Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Read Oak, speaks to the crowd waiting to see 
Vice President Mike Pence on Aug. 13 on the Iowa State Fairgrounds in 
Des Moines.  [KELSEY KREMER/THE REGISTER]

CITY&REGION

Rose Moore will have her 
portraits at the Adler as well.

Houel said she began her 
Nobel project about five years 
ago and plans to do portraits of 
all 107 Nobel Peace Laureates. 
Working from her studio in Fort 
Madison she completes 10 of 

the intensely personal 4-foot-
square portraits each year.

Born to a Catholic father and 
a Muslim mother, Houel said 
she witnessed discrimination 
while growing up in the Middle 
East.

“I have a deep compassion 
for diversity,” she said, adding 
that her goal is to create peace 
events where she can display all 
of her works.

Pat Beréskin, owner of 
the Beréskin gallery, sees 
the Houel exhibition as a 

perfect opportunity for fami-
lies involved in online schooling 
to learn about these important 
figures in history. A down-
loadable “Passport for Peace” 
on the gallery website at bere-
skinartgallery.com lists where 
each piece is displayed in the 
QCA and gives a biography of 
each Laureate.

“Together we will have a 
body of work that tells the his-
tory and importance of working 
for peace through the lives and 
brushstrokes of Cecile Houel,” 

Beréskin said.
Houel said people in Lee 

and Des Moines counties will 
find the drive to the QCA 
worthwhile.

“It’s not only a show but an 
event,” she said. “It’s a chance 
for a fun trip into the Quad 
Cities; it will be cultural and, 
eventually, you can have a 
good meal. And in the pandemic 
time, I think it is good to keep an 
interest in what is happening in 
the world.”

Other women’s events are 

at the Figge Art Museum in 
Davenport: “Seen and Heard: 
The Art of Empowerment” 
featuring women artists who 
asserted their artistic growth 
despite social and cultural 
barriers. Also, the Putnam 
Museum in Davenport has a 
current exhibit on the roots 
of the local women’s suf-
frage movement in “Liberated 
Voices/Changed Lives.”

Other examples of Houel’s 
work can be seen online at ceci-
lehouel.com.

Hospital administrators 
had been looking at the pos-
sibility of converting other 
negative airflow areas of 
the hospital into COVID-19 
patient overflow rooms as 
the COVID-19 unit, which 
holds 12 intensive care and 
16 medical care beds, was 
nearly full, but that action 
was not needed. 

Whether the reprieve will 
last remains to be seen.

Schools navigate
the inevitable

Meanwhile, 7% of Des 
Moines County residents who 
have tested positive for the 
virus are between the ages of 
0 and 17. That age group made 
up 6% of the county’s cases 
last week. 

Notre Dame Catholic 
Schools so far have reported 
five students have tested posi-
tive for the virus, two siblings 
in grades seventh and 11th 
on Friday and a high school 
sophomore and a senior late 
Tuesday. An elementary stu-
dent tested positive for the 
virus on Wednesday.

Notre Dame Principal Bill 
Maupin said the school is 
working with Des Moines 
County Public Health to 
conduct contact tracing, and 
students who may have been 
exposed have quarantined 
themselves.  

“We have quite a few who 
are quarantined because of 
contact tracing,” Maupin said. 

He also said most students 
who tested positive have not 
been at the school for several 
days. 

School staff has been fre-
quently sanitizing classrooms 
throughout the school day and 
will continue to do so. 

The school is working to 
identify and notify those who 
may have been in close contact 
with the infected individuals. 

Maupin commended stu-
dents, staff and parents for 
their understanding and 
flexibility.

“The parents and the staff 
have done an excellent job 
with it,” Maupin said. “And 
the staff has been wonderful 
with their flexibility.” 

On the other side of 
J o h a n s e n  D r i v e ,  t w o 
Burlington High School teach-
ers have tested positive for the 
virus. 

Superintendent Pat Coen 
said the district was notified 
of the positive test results 
Wednesday morning. Coen 
said the district is work-
ing with Des Moines County 
Public Health to conduct 
contact tracing. Coen said 
parents of any students who 
may be at risk already have 
been notified. 

The two are teachers in 
the high school’s Burlington 
Innovative Learning Academy 
program. Coen said at least 
one of them has not been to 

school this week, having had 
knowledge of their potential 
exposure.

Coen said the two will con-
tinue to teach their classes 
online so long as their health 
allows them to do so. If they 
are unable to, a substitute will 
be brought in. 

Burlington schools started 
Monday and Tuesday under 
a hybrid schedule that allows 
buildings to remain at or below 
50% capacity. Students and 
staff are required to wear 
masks when social distancing 
cannot be maintained. 

“We have had zero issues 
with kids refusing to wear 
masks,” Coen said.

In visiting the former Corse 
Elementary School build-
ing, which now houses the 
district’s preschool classes, 
as well as Head Start, Coen 
noted all students were wear-
ing masks. 

“We should never underes-
timate the ability of our young 
students,” Coen said, thank-
ing parents who took the time 
to take their children mask 
shopping and have them prac-
tice wearing the face coverings 
prior to the start of the school 
year. He also commended 
staff for doing their part in 
promoting face coverings. 

In addition to wearing face 
masks, Burlington students 
and staff are acclimating to 
longer — although fewer — 
school days. After a six-month 
spring break, the extra hour 
may take some getting used to.

“This was the longest spring 
break in the history of spring 
breaks,” Coen said. “They will 
acclimate, they will get used to 
it, and it will work.”

Don’t forget
your fl u shot

McCoy said flu shots will 
be especially important this 
year as those who get it will 
be at least partially protected 
from one of two potentially 
deadly respiratory viruses. 
McCoy expects flu shots 
will be available earlier than 
normal this year. 

Treating COVID-19

GRMC does have access 
to a limited supply of con-
valescent plasma, the most 
recent COVID-19 treatment 
to have gained FDA clearance 
for emergency use, as well as 
remdesivir. McCoy said the 
hospital will be able to use the 
plasma for patients who are 
eligible within the next few 
days.

It is unlikely health insur-
ance will cover the cost of the 
treatment. Hospitals also are 
not fully reimbursed for pro-
viding COVID-19 care.

“Medicare offers slightly 
higher reimbursement for 
COVID-19 patients,” McCoy 
said of the matter. “The 
increased payment doesn’t 
cover the costs we have for 
the medicine and treatment 
for the care of patients with 
this complex diagnosis.”

Both plasma and remdesi-
vir are most effective when 
administered early on. 

COVID
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Aubree 
Mason, 8, a 
third-grade 
student 
accompanies 
her mother, 
Kellie, a 
fourth-grade 
teacher, as 
they arrive 
Monday for 
the fi rst day 
of school at 
North Hill 
Elementary 
School. [JOHN 

LOVRETTA/THE 

HAWK EYE]

HOUEL’S
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