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Mr. Michael Sklaroff 
 

 

Dear Mr. Sklaroff: 

First, I want to thank you for supporting the School District of Philadelphia. Your support 
is meaningful and personally appreciated. Second, I want to give you an update on the 
progress the School District has made. 

Our early literary score has improved. We have the highest graduation rate in over a decade; 
attendance has increased; and the school climate has greatly improved. Parents, students and 
teachers feel the momentum and see the measurable progress we are making. 

It is no coincidence that, as our public schools are improving, Philadelphia is drawing 
national interest from companies like Amazon and Apple, and is the most millennial-friendly 
city in America. In order to continue to attract new families and new economic opportunity, 
we must continue to invest in Philadelphia's public schools so we can create the skilled 
workforce of tomorrow to drive our city and region's economy. 

In March I presented the School District of Philadelphia's FY2019 budget which expands 
our early literacy work, and increases high school academic program offerings across the 
city. It modernizes classrooms, makes significant capital improvements in schools across 
the city, and continues the vital work of keeping our schools safe and welcoming places for 
children. I have attached a one-page document highlighting our investment plan for you to 
read and share. 

Over the last four years we have achieved fiscal stability. To continue this trajectory is 
critical. We must solidify our funding now to avoid losing all that we have accomplished. 
We cannot go back to cutting programs, laying off teachers, counselors, nurses and support 
staff. That's why Mayor Kenney's school funding plan, which will bring sustained, growing 
revenues to our schools, is the next critical step to controlling our future and continuing our 
progress. 
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To continue your much needed involvement with our public schools, I suggest you visit PhillyFundamentals at http://thefundsdp.org/get-involved /philly-fundamentals to donate to or support an individual school. You can learn more about our Action Plan at www.philasd.org/actionplan. It is also attached. 
The School District has made tremendous stride in the past five years. I wanted to make you aware of them. I am proud of what we have accomplished and am confident we can meet the challenges we continually face. Again, many, many thanks for all that you do for the School District via The Fund for the School District of Philadelphia. 
Mo�fJ)William R. Hite, Jr., Ed.D. Superintendent The School District of Philadelphia E-mail: Hite@PhilaSD.org




