
Red Flags for 

communication skills in 

kindy and school-aged 

children 

There are specific behaviors you can look out for that are ‘red flags’ 

or warning signs that a child is at risk of experiencing difficulties at 

kindy or school. It’s often easy to tell if a child has difficulties with 

pronouncing certain sounds, but what about their language skills? 

How do you know if your child may be experiencing difficulties with 

language skills such as grammar, vocabulary and telling stories?  

As a speech pathologist, here are some of the things I look for:   

• When a child watches what other children are doing when 

classroom instructions are given, or they need an instruction 

repeated several times or need instruction to be simplified.   

• When a child uses nonspecific language or lots of gestures to 

communicate, particularly when trying to describe 

something.  For example, words like ‘that, here’ or ‘thingy’.  This 

can indicate limited vocabulary.  

• If a child’s talking suddenly seems to regress for no specific 

reason. 

• When a child has difficulty answering questions about stories or 

what has happened in the day? (eg. where, when, what 

happened). 

• When a child uses grammatical errors in sentences.  This could 

include incorrect tense markers (I dranked the orange juice) or 

pronouns (she/he, I, his/her). 

• When a child has difficulty retelling a short story or talking about 

what happened on the weekend.   

• Difficulties having a conversation and/or staying on topic  

FFFFor older children already at or older children already at or older children already at or older children already at 

school:school:school:school:    

 

• When a child does well at school 

until grade 3 or 4, then begins to 

not cope very well.  At this level, 

the language used in the 

classroom has moved from 

concrete to abstract, so some 

children begin to struggle. Also 

around this time maths starts to 

include word based problems 

and students with previously 

strong math skills begin to have 

difficulty. 

• When a child decodes well 

(sounds out words) but can’t 

answer comprehension 

questions.  

• When a child finds it difficult to 

ask questions on topic.  These 

children have difficulty keeping 

up with the flow of 

conversation.  They may ask a 

question which was pertinent 10 

minutes ago. 

• Difficulties sequencing their 

thoughts into a story 

• Difficulties sounding out words, 

but good with sight words   

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re concerned about your child’s 

development in any of the above areas, 

contact a speech pathologist to discuss 

whether assessment for your child is 

indicated. 
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