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Abstract 
 
 

The present paper examines how homosexuality is represented in the Swiss online newspapers 
20 minuten.ch and blick.ch. Sixty-two articles relating to homosexuality were published between 
7 December 2017 and 7 February 2018. The data from these articles showed that lesbianism is 
underrepresented, and bisexuality is strongly underrepresented. 56.6% (35 articles) of the 62 
articles focused on male homosexuality. Only 8.06% (5 articles) focused on female 
homosexuality, 33.87% (21 articles) focused on homosexuality related to men and women, and 
1.61% (1 article) of the articles treated the topic of bisexuality exclusively. In twenty of sixty-two 
articles that were analyzed by a semiotic analysis, homosexuality was mainly presented in a 
heteronormative way. Homosexuals were not quoted in 17 of the 20 articles; therefore, the articles 
were written about them and not with a queer perspective. 
 
 
 
 
Keywords: compulsory heterosexuality, homophobia, homosexuality, online newspapers, 
heteronormativity, critical discourse analysis 
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Introduction 

 
Whether Switzerland is a safe place for LGBTQ+1 persons to live largely depends on the person 
one asks. The answer from a lesbian asylum seeker and a gay banker with Swiss citizenship are 
probably very different. Shouldn’t asylum seekers be happy with whatever the state provides? 
While the state guarantees privileges by law to some citizens, others might not even have the 
right to settle down, work or build up what is considered a normal life. And who would ask the 
asylum seeker for her opinion? While some are overrepresented in media, others disappear and 
are forced to remain silent. 
 
Queer2 persons are still underrepresented in mass media. By using the term queer, we refer to 
the whole LGBTQ+ community. When using another term, for example homosexuality, we refer 
to sexual orientation. Since the 1970s, homosexuality has received more and more attention. The 
Swiss broadcasting station Schweizer Radio und Fernsehen3 (SRF) produced a talk show in 1978 
that is now seen as the first time homosexuality received national media attention. Homosexuals 
– some of them wearing masks – and their allies engaged in an emotional debate against church 
representatives and conservative politicians. The show had terrible consequences for the 
attendees. One person committed suicide after the show, and some who spoke up publicly lost 
their jobs (Fontana, 2014). 
 
Thirty years after this show, the political climate has changed. Switzerland has recognized civil 
unions since 2007, which allow same-sex couples to register their relationship. The rights are 
similar to marriage, but with less privileges. A person registered in a civil union is not allowed to 
adopt children, and he or she cannot acquire Swiss citizenship after five years, a right granted to 
foreign partners in heterosexual marriages. The foreign partner in a civil union can only apply for 
citizenship after 12 years, like all persons immigrating to Switzerland. While the political left is 
urging for the legalization of same-sex marriage, some right-wing parties prefer to maintain the 
status quo. Compared to the 1970s the political and social situation has changed for the better. 
Therefore, it should be assumed that the representation of homosexuality in media has also 
improved. 
 
                                                        
1 LGBTQ+ stands for lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender, queers/questioning and + can include more sexual 
orientations such as pansexuality and asexuality.  
2 Queer has been used as an insult against people not fitting into traditional gender roles. The word has been 
reclaimed and some self-identify as queer as an act of empowerment. Queer can also mean to take an anti-
assimilationist stance.  
3 SRF is the Swiss public broadcasting station, which is financed by the state.  
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Let us take a look at some current examples of how homosexuals are represented. The Swiss 
mass media has recently published numerous articles on homosexuality and football after the 
nationally known referee Pascal Erlachner came out (Kägi, 2017). He is the first openly 
homosexual Swiss football referee. Homosexuality within football is often described as one of the 
last remaining taboos of our times. Other articles treat the topic more generally, for example, by 
writing about the discovery of supposed biological causes of homosexuality or about young men 
becoming “gayer” these days, citing a study from the US that more and more young people do 
not define themselves as purely heterosexual (Tillate.ch, 2017). 
 
These articles mainly follow widely accepted discursive practices, which contain both positive and 
negative stereotypes. Here, discourse is used to refer to written, spoken, visual or any other form 
of language. The practice of depicting football as one of the only areas where homosexuality is 
still taboo or discussing the discovery of supposed biological causes of homosexuality can be 
understood as a discursive practice. 
 
But why are the discursive practices of the media relevant? A Foucault (1972) noted, discourse 
is strongly connected with power. Therefore, it is crucial to ask the following questions: who owns 
power? Who is able to communicate messages to the media, and which messages are chosen 
in the end? By using certain semiotic codes, discourse can be used to persuade people and make 
them see the world in a specific way (Machin & Mayr, 2012). The media plays an important role 
when it comes to the diffusion of discourse and the creation of realities. As Niklas Luhmann stated, 
“whatever we know about our society, or indeed about the world in which we live, we know through 
the mass media.”(Luhmann, 1996, p. 1). By producing discourse, the media creates such 
knowledge. Gender roles are repeated over and over again. By perpetuating stereotypes, the 
media confirms the current gender binary (Gauntlett, 2008). This binarism not only creates role 
expectations for each gender, but also proclaims heterosexuality as the norm, and it is therefore 
heteronormative. Following Niklas Luhmann’s argumentation, the news media has a certain 
responsibility when it comes to the diffusion of its content. 
 
Based on the assumption that most news media representations are heteronormative, the main 
research question of this paper is: how do Swiss online newspapers report about homosexuality? 
To answer this question, a quantitative text analysis and a critical discourse analysis have been 
carried out. The methodology is based on a semiotic analysis created by Machin & Mayr (2012). 
The analysis focused on the implicit and contextual messages of news articles published by Swiss 
online newspapers.  
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

 

1 Heteronormativity and sexual orientations 

 

In this chapter, heteronormativity is further explained by an overview of the scholars who defined 
this concept. Some did not explicitly use the term heteronormativity; however, their conceptual 
ideas help describe its meaning. The chapter also presents the origins of the concept of sexual 
orientation and of the categorizations of heterosexuality and homosexuality.  
 
Reducing oppressions to sexual orientation would be too simple. Oppression is always connected 
to power or, in the case of marginalized groups, a lack of power. Intersectional discriminations 
based on race, gender, age, sexual orientation and disabilities play an important role in the 
analysis of power and discourse (Disch, 2016). Due to time constraints, this paper focuses solely 
on sexual orientation; however, the author emphasizes that other factors, such as those 
mentioned above, are crucial to understand discrimination and the influence of power.  
 

The term heteronormativity was used for the first time by Michael Warner in 1991. He defined 
heteronormativity as a heterosexual order that is entangled in every aspect of life, arguing that 
this order has to be challenged to end oppression. He embeds heteronormativity in a global 
economic and political context. According to Warner, the reproductive narrative is connected to 
the economic growth paradigm. Reproductive narrative means, that reproduction is presented as 
desirable for society. Reproductive heterosexuality fits economic growth because it claims that 
there is no growth without procreation. He further states that every queer person is confronted 
with the statement that queer people are not reproductive, and, following this logic, if everyone 
were queer, then society would become extinct. He describes this as a heterosexist blindness 
that reduces heterosexuals to their ability to reproduce and that ignores the fact that queers can 
also be parents. He sees the opposition between heterosexuality and homosexuality as one that 
has been constructed (Warner, 1991). Adrienne Rich (2003) describes this construction as 
compulsory heterosexuality. People are assumed to be heterosexual; if they are not, it is expected 
that they declare it. Rich is mainly concerned with female homosexuality. She criticizes how 
literature and social sciences portray lesbian women as persons who feel a bitterness toward men 
or as persons living an alternative lifestyle. According to her, feminist theories should not aim to 
present lesbianism as an alternative but should instead question compulsory heterosexuality. As 
a consequence, female homosexuality must be explained, while heterosexuality remains 
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unquestioned. She further criticizes that lesbianism is treated as a sub-category of male 
homosexuality (Rich, 2003). Gayle Rubin (1993) has also noted that when homosexuality appears 
in discourse, there is a tendency for it only to refer to male homosexuality. Lesbian women are 
not represented in historical studies, and many discourses assume that most women are 
heterosexual. Rich calls this the assumption of an innate heterosexuality. Rich clearly 
distinguishes a “lesbian existence” from lesbianism. She emphasizes this difference to empower 
lesbian women, as the term lesbianism has a pathologic connotation (Rich, 2003).  
 
Pathologizing is also an important aspect in Foucault’s (1979) work “The History of Sexuality”.  
Even though he never used the term heteronormativity, his concepts of how heterosexuality and 
homosexuality have been constructed are considered the first work in this field of studies and are 
fundamental for other queer theorists. His analysis can also be seen as the ground for the concept 
of heteronormativity (Marchia & Sommer, 2017). The concept of homosexuality was not known 
until the 19th century. A man, or more seldom a woman, who engaged in a relationship with a 
person of the same sex was labeled not as a homosexual, but as a sodomite. He further points 
out that this labeling process is related to power, which seeks to regulate sexuality and which 
uses public discourse as an instrument to do so (Foucault, 1979). 
 
“The nineteenth-century homosexual became a personage, a past, a case history, and a 
childhood, in addition to being a type of life, a life form, and a morphology, with an indiscreet 
anatomy and possibly a mysterious physiology. Nothing that went into his total composition was 
unaffected by his sexuality. It was everywhere present in him” (Foucault, 1979, p. 43). 
 
According to Foucault, homosexuality was from then on connected with certain characteristics, 
as if the homosexual was a unique species. This is because in the 19th century sexuality was 
medicalized and also became a matter of interest in psychiatry (Michel Foucault, 1979). In 
“Epistemology of the Closet,” Sedgwick states that the term homosexual appeared in the 
discourse in the last third of the 19th century. She points out that identities constructed based upon 
race, class, gender, age and sexual orientation should not be taken as factors that shape one’s 
personality and identity. She claims that such categorizations are too simplistic because identities 
are multi-faceted (Sedgwick, 1992).  
 
The categorization into homosexuality and heterosexuality was always strongly influenced by 
power. Society and its authorities forced people to come out and to label themselves. 
Heterosexuality, especially in regards to its reproductive potential, was seen as natural, while all 
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other sexual orientations were seen as deviant (Foucault, 1979). Gayle Rubin (1993) later referred 
to Foucault when she developed her “sex hierarchy.” In her essay “Thinking Sex: Notes for a 
Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality,” she established a hierarchy of sexualities in western 
societies. According to Rubin, heterosexual, married couples living in a monogamous relationship 
for reproductive reasons occupy the top of the power hierarchy. All other sexualities and 
orientations are below that ideal. She adds a qualitative component to this hierarchy, arguing that 
society perceives monogamous heterosexuality as “good sex” while all others are viewed less 
positively, ranging from acceptable to tolerable to deviant to bad (Figure 1). She claims that 
sexuality should be understood as a social construct and not as a biological or psychological 
phenomenon (Rubin, 1993). 
 

 
Figure 1: The hierarchical system of sexual value 
Source: Rubin, 1993 

Like Foucault, Rubin sees the reasons for this hierarchy in psychiatric and religious stigmatization 
over the years. The lower one’s place is on the pyramid, then the more disadvantages one has. 
Many countries only protect heterosexual relationships by law, while other forms of relationships 
do not have such protections. In some countries, other sexualities are punishable by the death 
penalty. Even if Rubin does not use the word heteronormativity, her sexual hierarchy describes 
heteronormativity in relation to sexual orientation. She further claims that these norms are also 
perpetuated through mass media (Rubin, 1993). One might argue that Rubin interfuses sexual 
orientations with sexual occupations, such as prostitution and pornography. She states that 
homosexuals fight like sex workers against oppression and exclusion. She mainly refers to urban 
areas, where, for instance, police execute controls in an arbitrary manner. The Stonewall riots are 
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the most famous revolt against this arbitrariness. In New York in 1969, Puerto Rican and Black 
drag queens and transgenders started a street fight with the police (Arriola, 1995). The riots were 
a revolutionary event that remains in the collective LGBTQ+ memory and are thus considered to 
be the cornerstone for the modern LGBTQ+ movement (Armstrong et al., 2000).  
 
Rubin argues that the structures of LGBTQ+ communities share similarities with structures of 
ethnic groups in western societies due to industrialization. Queers moved to cities to find work. 
While in the countryside they were more vulnerable, in big cities they could meet other queer 
people. She claims that this was more true for homosexual men than homosexual women (Rubin, 
1993). Rich suggests that this was because lesbians enjoyed fewer privileges than gay men. 
While gay men could more easily form communities and also engage in anonymous sex, the 
structures for lesbians to do the same were not present, therefore making it much riskier. She 
further states that the oppression of gay men cannot be compared to the oppression of lesbian 
women. Lesbian existence has to be treated as completely independent and also as a uniquely 
female experience (Rich, 2003). 
 

Similar to the scholars who claim that heteronormativity is a set of rules for society, Lodahl calls 
this the straight world order. By this concept, he means that heterosexuality is the proclaimed 
norm. Heterosexuality in this sense is not limited to a sexual orientation; instead it refers to a 
whole set of social rules that are applied to every person. Queer persons who do not act in this 
heteronormative way are socially punished (Lodahl, 2013).  
 
To summarize these different concepts, heteronormativity can be described as a set of social 
rules that placed heterosexuality at the top of a hierarchical pyramid. Whether one calls this 
normative heterosexuality (Butler, 2011), compulsory heterosexuality (Rich, 2003) or 
heteronormativity, the concept remains similar. It expresses a world order, one where LGBTQ+ 
people might not be punished directly, but where they still do not have the same privileges and 
where they suffer from oppression.  
 
Based on the explanations above, heteronormativity also plays an important role in 
representations of homosexuality in the media. Queers are mostly represented in a 
heteronormative way (Dhaenens, 2013). It might be the case that homosexuals are not shown in 
a purely negative way as heteronormativity can also mean that homosexual couples are 
normalized when they comply with heterosexual norms. Helen A. Shugart (2003) goes a step 
further and argues that the representation of male homosexuals not only follows heteronormative 
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principles, but that these representations also normalize male homosexuality and therefore work 
as an extension of male privilege. Successful, white, gay male couples are normalized and 
accepted, while other queers are marginalized. 

2 Media and its influence on society 

The question whether media influences society or is just a product of society seems to be a never-
ending scientific debate. Research has proven that there is empirical evidence that media 
influences the public discourse (Gerbner, 2008). This effect is called the agenda-setting effect, 
whereby the media sets the topics for current discourse in society. In other words, the media 
works as a supplier of topics that are relevant for society (Brown & Brown, 2010).  

Judith Butler argues that the more the media represents LGBTQ+ people and their lives, the more 
they become visible to the majority. She calls this a cultural possibility, one by which 
homosexuality might become more acceptable. She emphasizes that these representations might 
also help queer people lead a queer life. However, she points out that these representations make 
queer life visible (Butler, 2011). Kuhar (2003a) agrees with this point and stresses that 
representation can also lead to a normalization of homosexuality. This can lead to, as Butler also 
states, wider acceptance and the destruction of homophobia, resulting in the inclusion of 
homosexuals with the same civil rights as everyone (for instance marriage equality). But, at the 
same time, it can also lead to an exclusion of queer people who do not conform to 
heteronormativity. Male and female homosexual couples who want to marry, have children and 
live a life that follows the rules of the conservative family image are accepted, while the 
promiscuous gays, old bears, dykes, transgenders, and queers of color are excluded even more 
(Kuhar, 2003).  

This leads us to the question: what impact do representations of LGBTQ+ have on queer 
persons? Gomillion and Giuliano (2011) found that the representation of lesbian, gay and bisexual 
characters in the media has a certain influence on the self-identification of homosexuals and 
bisexuals. They examined surveys and in-depth interviews with people attending Gay Pride in 
Texas in 2005. The 141 interviewees claimed that positive representations of homosexual 
characters had positive effects on their personal comfort, pride and self-identification. The 
interviewees further described that the lack of homosexual characters had negative impacts. 
Some described that they feel underrepresented. 
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As stated in the introduction, this thesis focuses on the representation of homosexuality in Swiss 
online newspapers. Online newspapers are part of the mass media, which includes TV, radio, 
magazines, social media and printed press. A focus only on online newspapers would be too 
narrow; therefore, this chapter discusses the representation in other media as well.  

There have been numerous critical discourse analyses (CDA) focusing on the media's 
representation of minorities. Teun A. van Dijk (Van Dijk, n.d., 1993; 2000) has intensively 
researched racism and the representation of immigrants in the news. Less CDA research can be 
found on the representation of LGBTQ+. The following paragraphs provide an overview.  

In recent years gay and lesbian characters have appeared more frequently than before (Shugart, 
2003), particularly in popular culture such as TV shows and movies. Several Netflix series, such 
as Sense8, Black Mirror, and Orange is the New Black, feature LGBT characters. Nevertheless, 
LGBTQ+ people are still underrepresented in media (Böse & Kogoj, 2002; Dhaenens, 2013; 
Editor, Fejes, Petrich, & Steiner, n.d.). 

Roman Kuhar (2003), in an extensive critical discourse analysis, investigated the representation 
of homosexuals in Slovenian printed newspapers between 1970 to 2000. He identified five ways 
homosexuals were presented by the newspapers: stereotyping, medicalization, sexualization, 
secrecy and normalization.  
 

• Stereotyping means that homosexuals are mainly represented according to common clichés 
about lesbians and gays. Gays are represented as if they act in a feminine way, and lesbians are 
described as acting manly. These gender performances are presented as something natural and 
not as a social construct.  

 

• Medicalization focuses on searching for medical reasons for why homosexuality exists. It has a 
long tradition and is a continuation of the psychiatric discourse of the 19th-century.  

 

• Sexualization reduces homosexuality merely to sexuality and sex.  
 

• The category secrecy describes the fact that many articles portray homosexuality as something 
related to shame and secrets. The concept of coming out is related to secrecy because it describes 
the idea that homosexuals have to step out of the darkness and publicly declare their 
homosexuality.  
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• The author discovered a normalization that occurred after 1990. Homosexuals were increasingly 
represented in a sympathetic way. Normal, in this sense, adheres to the heteronormative 
conception of what normal is.  

 
The study of Leanne Bartley and Encarnación Hidalgo-Tenorio (2016) revealed similar findings. 
The researchers conducted a critical discourse analysis of the most read printed Irish newspapers 
from the last years of the Celtic Tiger era4 to the years following the financial crisis (2006 – 2012). 
Table 1 shows the list of metaphors used to describe homosexuality that they identified in their 
analysis. 
 

 
Table 1: Metaphors identified in Irish printed newspapers sorted by frequency in %.  
Source: Bartley & Hidalgo-Tenorio, 2016 

The war metaphor can be compared with the stereotyping category by Kuhar, whereby 
homosexuals, especially gay men, are portrayed as leaders of a movement against the church or 
other conservative forces. However, Kuhar’s category of stereotyping focuses more on the gender 
role that gays and lesbians are expected to execute. The container metaphor is similar to Kuhar’s 
secrecy category. Homosexuality is understood as something that can be unlocked or unveiled. 
The danger metaphor corresponds with Kuhar’s medicalization, by which homosexuality is 
portrayed as a disease. Kuhar’s category is different in the sense that the focus is more on the 

                                                        
4 Era between 2007 – 2013 of high economic growth in Ireland. 

Metaphor by Bartley and  
Hidalgo-Tenorio Frequency Example Categories by 

Kuhar

War 19.95% Gay people are leaders or soldiers Stereotyping

Container 19.73% Homosexuality is enclosed within a container Secrecy

Danger 19.50% Gayness is a ghost, a disease or a harm Medicalization

Crime 14.57% Homosexuality is a sin

Miscellanea 11.21% Homosexuality is a fearful love, a measurable extent, a subject in 
the curriculum

Nature 5.83% Homosexuality is the cause of natural disasters; gay people are 
animals Sexualization

Orientation 4.04% Homosexuality is a spatio-temporal dimension, homosexuals are 
outside

Imperfection 2.02% Homosexuals are a deviance or a broken machine Medicalization

Force 1.35% Homosexuality is a negative force

Senses 0.67% Homosexuality is an unpleasant smell

Moves 0.22% Homosexuality is a movement
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supposed medical reason why homosexuality exists; in contrast, Bartley and Hidalgo-Tenorio’s 
category says that homosexuality is portrayed as a disease for society. The nature metaphor can 
be compared with Kuhar’s category of sexualization because the former portrays homosexuals 
as animals. The imperfection metaphor can also be connected with the category of medicalization. 
This metaphor describes homosexuals as a broken machine, implying that homosexuals can be 
treated or repaired like a machine that does not work well anymore.  

Both studies showed that homosexuals are mainly represented as “the others.” Othering means 
that a minority is presented as the others from the perspective of the majority. This othering 
process is not only applied to sexual minorities but also to immigrants, older people, people with 
disabilities and so on. Jacques Rothmann and Shan Simmonds  (2015) showed that othering is 
produced by the objectification of homosexuals. They examined focus group discussions with 39 
pre-service teachers at public South African universities to better understand how discrimination 
manifests in discursive practices and, as a result, becomes institutionalized in public education. 
The future teachers used words such as “them” and “they” to construct the otherness of 
homosexuals, for instance by saying, “one does not have to like ‘them,’ but ‘they’ are still humans.” 
By using such terms in written or oral discourse, the speaker or the writer creates a psychological 
distance between him or herself and the “others” (Boréus, 2006). Homosexuals are objectified, 
which means that people perceived as the other are not treated as humans, but as objects 
(Nussbaum, 1987). 
 
In sum, it can be said that homosexuals are still underrepresented in mass media, even if there 
is a tendency to represent more LGBTQ+ persons. A study from the Media, Diversity & Social 
Change Initiative at the University of Southern California’s Annenberg School for Communication 
analyzed 100 popular US movies. Lesbians, gays and bisexuals were underrepresented. Among 
the 4610 speaking characters ten were gay, four were lesbian and five were bisexual. Additionally 
it has to be said that no character was transgender (Smith et al., 2014). 
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EMPIRICAL RESEARCH 

 

Introduction 

 

The following chapter contains the research questions, the objectives and the empirical design of 
this thesis. As mentioned before this work focuses on the representation of homosexuals and 
homosexuality. To find out how homosexuality is represented in Swiss online newspapers two 
methods were applied. The first one was a quantitative text analysis. This second analysis was a 
semiotic analysis based on a critical discourse analysis guideline developed by Machin & Mayr 
(2012). The quantitative analysis was applied to the overall sample of 62 articles. The semiotic 
analysis was applied to a smaller sample of 20 articles. The articles were chosen from the two 
most read online newspapers in Switzerland 20minuten.ch and blick.ch. 

3 Research questions and objectives 

 

The general objective of this research is to obtain knowledge and insights about representations 
of homosexuals in Swiss online newspapers. Based on the introduction, theoretical framework 
and the literature review, the following research question was formulated: 
 
How do Swiss online newspapers report about homosexuality? 
 
As shown in the previous chapters, heteronormative representations are connected with power. 
The main objective of this master thesis is to critically analyze how online newspapers report 
about homosexuality and, subsequently, to unveil ideologies and power relations that underlie the 
representation of homosexuals.  
 
It can be assumed that stereotypes are used without exactly knowing what they imply. By critically 
unveiling discursive practices in journalism, this paper’s contribution can help lead to a more 
balanced reporting about LGBTQ+ minorities; or it can at least raise consciousness about the 
topic by not only reporting about homosexuality, but also by including LGBTQ+ perspectives. 
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4 Method 

4.1  Sample and criteria 

 
The online newspapers were chosen based upon their reach in the German-speaking part of 
Switzerland. The most relevant online newspapers are as follows (Net-Matrix, 2017):  
 

• 20minuten.ch, 1,647,000 unique users per week 

• blick.ch, 1,418,000 unique users per week 

• srf.ch, 1,322,000 unique users per week 

• tagesanzeiger.ch, 660,000 unique users per week 
 
The unique users per week represent the number of visitors each page had per week.  
Due to the deadline5 of this project and the number of articles, this thesis focused on the two most 
read online newspapers, 20minuten.ch and blick.ch. Print newspapers were not chosen because 
they are losing relevance and online media is gaining more importance. A closer look at the figures 
(Figure 2) shows how digital media has gained importance over the last several years. 
 
 

 

Figure 2: Media consumption in % sorted by channel 
Source: Yearbook 2017, The Quality of the Media Digest: Main Findings, University of Zurich, 2017 

 

                                                        
5 Due to limited time resources we focused on articles of the two most read online newspapers. 

TV; 30%

Radio; 9%

Online news sites; 
32%

Printed press; 18%

Social Media; 9%
Others; 2%



 

 16 
 

Thirty-two percent of the Swiss population use news sites as their main source of information, 
and 9% use social media. In sum, approximately 41% of the Swiss population uses digital media 
(social media or online news sites) for information. Only 17% read printed newspapers as their 
main source of information, 30% use the TV, and 9% use the radio (Research Institute for the 
Public Sphere and Society / University of Zurich, 2017).  
 
Printed press is losing not only its readers, but also its advertising revenue. Advertising investment 
declined by 11% in 2016 for the daily printed press (Newman, Fletcher, Kalogeropoulos, Levy, & 
Nielsen, 2017).  
 
Younger readers in particular are turning away from the printed press. It has been shown that in 
general the younger the reader, the more likely he or she uses online media for information 
(Research Institute for the Public Sphere and Society / University of Zurich, 2017).  
 
According to the media data from 20minuten.ch, 40.6% of its readers are in the age group 14–
34, 37.5% are in the age group 35–54, and 22.1% of their readers are older than 55 years 
(Tamedia, 2017). The average reader of blick.ch is older than the average 20minuten.ch reader, 
with 35.2% of its readers aged 14-34, 40.2 % between 35–54 years old and 24.6 % older than 55 
(Ringier, 2018).  
 

20minuten.ch belongs to the Swiss editorial house Tamedia, and it also publishes a free, daily 
print version that is available in all the major cities of Switzerland (e.g., Zurich, Basel, Bern, 
Lausanne and Geneva). Blick.ch is produced by Tamedia’s competitor Ringier and publishes a 
paid newspaper on a daily basis. Both media outlets can be categorized as tabloid newspapers, 
and they are accused by critics of being superficial and sensationalist. As noted in the “Quality of 
the Media Digest” (Research Institute for the Public Sphere and Society / University of Zurich, 
2017), the content of free tabloid papers (the content is similar or sometimes the same as online) 
is of poor journalistic quality. The focus lies on moralizing and emotional journalism and its 
tendency toward scandalization. Furthermore, there is an overrepresentation of crime (e.g., 
sexual offenses) that does not correspond with the actual crime statistics of Switzerland.  
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Selection and collection of units of analysis 
 
To collect the articles from 20minuten.ch and blick.ch, the search function on the websites was 
used. Articles were searched using the following terms:  
 

Original term in German English translation 

LGBT(QIA) LGBT(QIA) 

Homosexualität Homosexuality 

Homosexuell/e/r  Homosexual 

Gay/s Gay/s 

Schwul/er Gay, only used for men 

Lesbisch Lesbian (adjective) 

Lesbe Lesbian (noun) 

Bisexualität Bisexuality 

Bisexuell/e/r Bisexual 

Asexualität Asexuality 

Table 2: Search keywords 
Source: Own elaboration 

Due to the deadline6 of this research project, only articles published between 7 December 2017 
and 7 February 2018 were considered. During this time period, 62 articles were published that 
contained at least one of the words in Table 2. The search was not limited to one word, such as 
Homosexualität (homosexuality), because this would have restrained the search results. Articles 
reporting or mentioning homosexuals often use other terms or variations such as  
schwul, gay, or lesbisch.  
 
The distinction between plural and singular forms is crucial. When a minority is only reported 
about as a group, and not as individual humans, it can lead to an effect called “othering,” which 
concretely means that the scheme of “us” versus “them” is used. This effect can also be called 
collectivization. Machin and Mayr argue that the representation of people as a generic group lets 
the reader feel less empathy than when the actors are named and treated as individuals (Machin 
& Mayr, 2012).  
 
In order to determine whether there was a difference between representations of male and female 
homosexuality, the articles were analyzed to see if the female or male declensions of the words 
had been used. This method was applied for both adjectives and nouns.  
                                                        
6 Due to limited time resources we focused on articles published from December 2017 to February 2018. 
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The German word homosexuell (homosexual) can be used as a singular noun, der Homosexuelle 
(the homosexual), and in plural form, die Homosexuellen (the homosexuals). Grammatically, the 
plural form die Homosexuellen cannot be identified as male or female. However, in most cases 
the reader can understand whether male homosexuals, female homosexuals or all genders7 are 
meant. It can only be understood by analyzing the context. 
 
In German the more informal term lesbisch is used to describe homosexual women. The words 
gay, homosexuell and schwul are used to describe homosexual men. The terms have different 
connotations. The word homosexuell is more formal compared to the words schwul and gay. The 
latter is also seldom used to refer to homosexual women. Schwul on the other hand is a term 
exclusively used for gay men. A study from the Humboldt University in Berlin revealed that 62% 
of adolescents use the word to express something negative or to insult others. The researchers 
surveyed 787 students between the ages 11–15 at 20 different schools in Berlin (Klocke, 2012). 
The English equivalent, gay, is also commonly used in a negative way to insult people or to 
describe something as rubbish or bad (Winterman, 2008). The word schwul has undergone a 
significant change as gay men have begun to self-proclaim themselves as schwul in order to 
deconstruct the negative meaning. Over the years, the term has changed from a word applied to 
gays to a term of self-identification used to fight discrimination. 
 
All the articles were collected in an Excel spreadsheet and coded by date of publication and by 
the words used in the article. For each article containing at least one of the words from Table 2 
was collected. Table 3 shows an example. The full Excel sheet can be found in the appendix. 

Table 3: An example of collection sheet for articles 
Source: Own elaboration 

                                                        
7 The author refers here to all genders to make visible that there exist more than only two genders. 

Article code Date of 
publication 

Name of 
publication 

Link to 
article 

Original title Original name 
of category 

Length 
(number 
of words) 

Topic Focus 
(male, 
female 
homosex
uality or 
referred 
to both 

genders) 

171207B_245 07.12.2017 blick.ch https://w

ww.blick.

ch 

Australien 

Australisches 

Parlament 

beschliesst 

Ehe für alle 

News, world 

news 

238 same-sex 

marriage 

in 

Australia 

both 

genders 
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4.2 Procedure and methodology 

 

After collecting all the data, the number of times each of the words appeared in each article was 
counted for the quantitative text analysis. The procedure is explained by the following example. 
In article 171207B_245 (see Table 3) only three words referring to homosexuality or homosexuals 
were used in the following context: 
 

- homosexuelle Paare (homosexual couples) 
- schwule und lesbische Community (gay and lesbian community) 

 
No other words referring to homosexuality were used (e.g., Homosexualität or LGBTQ). 
 

According to Machin and Mayr (2012, p. 19), “in a social semiotic approach we are concerned 
with the underlying available repertoire of signs and their use in context to communicate wider 
ideas, moods and attitudes and identities, and we are interested in why specific means were used 
to create these.” 
 
To analyze these word choices, it is crucial to better understand the discourse of the producer of 
the text. Halliday (1978) was the first to use social semiotics. Unlike the theory of linguistic 
determinism, which says that language determines human thinking and therefore the world 
(Machin & Mayr, 2012), Halliday (1978) understands language as a set of resources, from which 
the speaker or author can choose. These semiotic choices can reflect a certain ideology or power 
relations. As Machin and Mayr (2012) note, the author of news articles can try to influence the 
view and opinion on certain topics by choosing certain words. The choice of words is a semiotic 
choice. While semiotics includes all signs (including visual), this paper will focus on text-based 
signs. 
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The following table (Table 4) provides an overview of the two methods carried out for this project. 
While the quantitative text analysis aimed to answer the question which words were used, the 
semiotic analysis enabled us to take a closer look at the ten most recent articles from each online 
newspaper. 
 

Method Quantitative text analysis  Semiotic analysis  

Sample Overall sample of 62 articles  
published between 7 December 2017 and 7 
February 2018  
 
 

10 articles from blick.ch.  
10 articles from 20minuten.ch  
(The articles were chosen from the overall 
sample) 
 
published between 14 January 2018 and 7 
February 2018 
 

Research 
Questions 

• Which keywords were used? 
• How many times were the keywords? 
• Are lesbians and gays equally represented 

or is male homosexuality more often 
represented? 

• Which linguistic presentation strategies were 
used in the articles? 

• To which topics homosexuality was connected 
in the articles? 

• Are the representations mainly 
heteronormative? 

• Are homosexuals personalized or 
collectivized? 

• Are homosexuals active or passive actors in 
the articles? 

 
Objective The main objective was to gain insights on the 

choice of words and to find out which persons 
of the LGBTQ+ are presented. 

The aim of the semiotic analysis was to determine 
how homosexuals are represented by Swiss 
online newspapers and gain more insights about 
the representations in detail. 

Table 4: Overview of methods 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
After collecting all the articles, the ten most recent articles from each online newspaper 
(20minuten.ch and blick.ch) were analyzed by a semiotic analysis according to Mayr and Machin 
(Machin & Mayr, 2012). The authors have established a guideline and a toolkit to execute a critical 
discourse analysis on texts. The articles were analyzed by using the categories shown in Table 
5. This concretely means that the researcher needed to determine which linguistic presentation 
strategies were used in the articles. This method can reveal several aspects. Table 5 contains 
the categories of analysis and the key developed for this thesis. The categories have been chosen 



 

 21 
 

in order to compare the results of this thesis with the results from the previous studies of Roman 
Kuhar (2003) and Bartley & Hidalgo-Tenorio (2016).  
 

Categories of analysis Sub-categories 

1. Semiotic choices: words 

and overlexicalization 

1.1. Overlexicalization of the informal term schwul or gay (the term schwul or gay is 

more frequently used in the analyzed text than homosexual to describe gay men). 

 

1.2. Overlexicalization of the informal term lesbisch (the term lesbisch is more frequently 

used in the analyzed text than homosexual to describe homosexual women). 

 

1.3. Use of negative adjectives or other words in connection with homosexuals. 

 

1.4. Structural oppositions (structural opposition means the good and bad scheme was 

applied, for example, when the author of the article opposes homosexuality to 

heterosexuality. Structural oppositions might do not explicitly categorize something 

as good or bad, but it can be implied. For example, by comparing the promiscuous 

gay to the monogamous heterosexual housewife. Neither the housewife nor the gay 

man is explicitly described as good or bad, but nevertheless it is a structural 

opposition because by writing such comparison two humans are represented as a 

contrast. 

 

2. Presenting speech and 

speakers: quoting verbs 

2.1. Neutral structuring verbs (homosexuals are quoted with neutral verbs: said, told 

etc.). 

 

2.2. Metapropositional verbs (homosexuals are quoted in an assertive way: remark, 

explain, accept, declare, etc.). 

 

2.3. Metalinguistic verbs (homosexuals are quoted with emotional verbs: shout, cry, 

whisper, etc.). 

 

2.4. Transcript verbs (homosexuals are quoted in relation to other parts of discourse: 

repeat, echo, add, amend). 

 

3. Representing people: 

language, identity, and 

classification of social 

actors 

 

3.1. Homosexuals are personalized (name is mentioned). 

 

3.2. Homosexuals are collectivized or objectified as an institution, a generic group or as 

abstract constructs (e.g., the homosexual movement did this and that, the gay 

scene has fought, who is the gay scene?). Objectification can be identified when 

pronouns such as they and them are used in order to other homosexuals. 

 

4. Representing action: 

transitivity and verb 

processes 

4.1. Material processes 

4.1.1. Active actors 

Homosexuals are actors (they do something actively in the text). 

 

4.1.2. Passive actors 

Homosexuals are passive actors (something is done to them). 
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4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.1. Active verbs of expression are used (homosexuals are associated with verbal 

processes: they say, express, etc.) 

 

4.2.2. No verbs of expression are used, no verbal process (homosexuals do not 

say, declare or state something). 

 

4.3. Adjuncts 

Homosexuals are represented as adjuncts, but not as social actors who decide 

(homosexuals are only one part of a story that is about another topic, homosexuality 

is not the main topic). 

 

 

5. Concealing and taking for 

granted 

 

5.1. Nominalization or existential process (backgrounds the actors) 

Actors are hidden in the text; it is unclear who does what when a verb is changed 

into a noun, for example: “the discrimination of homosexuals.” By changing the verb 

to discriminate into the noun discrimination, the author does not have to say who 

discriminates.  

Existential processes can be seen when the text describes homophobia as a 

common social phenomenon, for example: “there is homophobia in football” or 

“homosexuals have been allowed to marry.” In these sentences, it remains unclear 

who allowed it and who is homophobic. 

 

 

6. Persuading with 

abstraction: rhetoric and 

metaphor 

 

6.1. Rhetorical tropes 

6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context. 

 

6.1.2. Hyperbole 

Exaggerated wording is used, for example “Homosexuals died laughing,” or when the 

word “sick” is used to describe homosexuals. 

Table 5: Categories of analysis 
Source: David Machin, 2012 

 
The main aim of a critical discourse analysis is to reveal the power relations that underlie these 
presentations. As written in the introduction, discourse is never free of semiotic codes; it is a 
consequence of ideologies, values and power. The representation of people is never neutral. 
Some facts are highlighted while others might be hidden (Machin & Mayr, 2012). Van Dijk has 
called this “ideological squaring,” which means that some people are represented as closer to 
“us” while others are represented as outsiders (van Dijk, 1993).  
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In the second step, topic clusters were identified. For instance, if one article was about a famous 
football player coming out and another was about a movie that was about this football player, they 
would belong to the same topic cluster.  
 
This methodology was as the semiotic analysis also applied to the 20 most recent articles. To 
analyze patterns in the representation of homosexuality, the data from all 62 articles were 
compared with the results of the semiotic analysis. By collecting the data quantitatively and taking 
a closer look at the words and declensions (female or male) that were used, we can express the 
following observations about the overall sample.  
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5 Results 

 

Part I: 62 articles analyzed by quantitative text analysis 

published between 7 December 2017 and 7 February 2018. 
 
Representation of male and female homosexuality 
 
56.6% (35 articles) of the 62 articles focused on male homosexuality (Figure 3). Only 8.06% (5 
articles) focused on female homosexuality, while 33.87% (21 articles) focused on the 
homosexuality of both men and women. Only 1.61 % (1 article) of the articles treated the topic of 
bisexuality exclusively. Asexuality did not appear in any of the 62 articles.  
 

 
Figure 3: Quantity in % of articles focusing on male and female homosexuality and bisexuality 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
It should be noted that in other articles terms related to bisexuality did appear; however, the results 
showed that there was only one article written exclusively about bisexuality. This was article 
171211M_6 from 20minuten.ch. The article was in the advice section of the online newspaper 
where readers can ask the editor intimate questions. The article was about a man’s uncertainties 
after he visited a tantra course with his wife and she developed bisexual feelings. Otherwise, 
bisexuality only appeared in articles related to homosexuality. These articles are briefly discussed 
in the next section. 
 

articles focusing 
on male 
homosexuality; 
56.45%

articles focusing 
on female 
homosexuality; 
8.06%

articles focusing 
on 
homosexuality of 
both genders; 
33.87%

articles focusing on bisexuality; 
1.61%
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Keywords used in the articles 
 
Figure 4 shows the frequency of each keyword used in the 62 articles.  
 

 
Figure 4: Frequency of keywords used in the overall sample of 62 articles 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
The overrepresentation of male homosexuality was also mirrored in the use of the keywords. 
Homosexuality was the keyword most frequently used (187 times), followed by the term schwul 
(139 times), referring to male homosexuality, and the term lesbian (34 times). The male term 
schwul was used four times more often than the term lesbian. The umbrella terms LGBT or 
LGBTQ were used 20 times. Gay, referring mostly to male homosexuality, was used 17 times, 
while the word bisexuality was used 10 times. The articles where bisexuality was included 
contained the word several times. The four articles in which bisexuality played a subordinate role 
were as follows: 
 
180207B_12456 from blick.ch is about LGB8 athletes at the Winter Olympics. The subtitle says:  
 
“No less than 13 homosexual or bisexual athletes compete in PyeongChang. Almost twice as 
many as in Sochi.” 
 

                                                        
8 The acronym is used according to its meaning, here only lesbian, gays and bisexuals are meant. 

187

139

34
20 17

10
0

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

homosexuality schwul lesbian LGBTQ+ gay bisexuality asexuality



 

 26 
 

Here, bisexuality plays a subordinate role and is only mentioned in connection with 
homosexuality.  
 
Article 171214M_2456 from 20minuten.ch was about a study that claimed that homosexuality 
might be proven through genetic tests. The study was about male homosexuality. Bisexuality was 
only mentioned once in the following sentence: 
 
“The musician Elton John first came out in 1980 as a bisexual.” 
 
In this example, bisexuality was mentioned as a step from heterosexuality to homosexuality. Elton 
John first declared he was bisexual before later coming out as homosexual. The article presented 
his bisexuality as a step towards his later coming out as homosexual. 
 
Article 171212M_12346 from 20minuten.ch was about the coming out of the Swiss football referee 
Pascal Erlachner. Bisexuality appeared only once, and as part of the acronym LGBT. Erlachner 
was quoted as follows:  
 
“He thinks that this coming out does not confer an advantage to the LGBT community, but that it 
does to football.” 
 
Article 171210B_2456 from blick.ch also discussed the coming out of Pascal Erlachner. The 
article listed quotes from prominent Swiss persons in politics, entertainment and sports. They 
expressed their opinions regarding the coming out of Pascal Erlachner. Bisexuality was 
mentioned by the politician of right-wing liberal party Freisinnig-Demokratische Partei (FDP), 
Hans-Peter Portmann:  
 
"Whether you're heterosexual, bisexual or gay, this should not play a role in the public.”  
 
As in the other articles, bisexuality was only mentioned in connection with heterosexuality and 
homosexuality.  
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Differences between 20minuten.ch and blick.ch 
 

Blick.ch published 37 articles related to sexual orientations during the analyzed time period, while 
20minuten.ch published 25 articles.  
 
This difference was also reflected in the frequency of the keywords used during that time, as 
illustrated in Figure 5.  
 
 

 
Figure 5: Number of words used in overall sample from blick.ch and 20minuten.ch 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
Blick.ch published 12 more articles in that time period than 20minuten.ch. Overall, blick.ch used 
the informal term schwul more often than the editors of 20minuten. The latter, on the other hand, 
used the acronym LGBTQ more often during the analyzed time period. It can be said that blick.ch 
reported more often about homosexuality than 20minuten. The following example illustrates this 
difference: during the analyzed time period, Pascal Erlachner publicly declared in an interview 
with the print newspaper Sonntagsblick (also from Ringier) that he was gay. Blick.ch published 
10 articles related to his coming out, while 20minuten.ch published two about the topic. 
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Part II: 20 articles analyzed by semiotic analysis published  

between 14 January 2018 and 7 February 2018 

 
The distribution of representation for the homosexuality of women, men and both genders was 
similar to the 20 articles analyzed by CDA methods. Fifty percent of the articles focused on male 
homosexuality.  
 
Only two articles (10%) focused exclusively on female homosexuality, and 40% of the articles 
focused on the homosexuality of women and men. The two articles mentioning lesbians 
exclusively were as follows: 
 
The article from blick.ch (180122B_5) was about a reportage produced by SRF on a trans woman 
and her wife. In the article from blick.ch, the wife asks herself if she has to become lesbian now that 
her partner is a woman. This article is further discussed in the next section. Article 180121M_5 from 
20minuten.ch discussed the jokes about a lesbian protagonist in the US television sitcom “Friends.” 
The article is also further discussed in the next section. Neither article mentioned other sexual 
orientations; however, lesbians play only a subordinate role in these articles. The first one was 
focused more on the representation of the trans woman, and the second was about millennials’ 
criticisms of “Friends” for fat shaming and displaying homophobic content. 
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The following graph (Figure 6) shows the frequency of each sub-category that was used in the 
analyzed articles. The paragraphs below take a closer look at the categories and sub-categories that 
were used in the articles.  

Figure 6: Frequency of sub-categories 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
Verbal processes 
 
In most of the articles homosexuals were not associated with verbal processes. In concrete terms, 
this means that in 17 articles homosexuals did not actively express themselves. The following 
three articles cited homosexuals directly: 
 
Article 180207B_12456 from blick.ch cited a lesbian athlete:  
 
“‘Athletes need to be ready to give everything and to perform with all their heart; in my opinion 
this is only possible if one can accept his or her sexuality and express it,’ says the cross 
snowboarder (Simona Weiler).” 
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The athlete is quoted with the neutral structuring verb “to say,” but she is also quoted indirectly 
in the article with the metapropositional verb “to be convinced.” The author of the article states: 
 
“Weiler (a female athlete) is convinced that one can only perform the best when accepting his or 
her own sexuality.”  
 
This indirect quotation emphasizes Weiler’s personal opinion. She not only said something, but 
is convinced about a certain fact concerning homosexuality. 
 
Articles 180125M_2 from 20minuten.ch and 180125B_2 from blick.ch are about homosexuality 
tests for asylum seekers in the European Union. The tests were applied in some countries to 
confirm homosexuality by a psychologist. The European Court of Justice had decided that such 
tests were not admissible. Both articles quoted a Nigerian asylum seeker. 
 
“He stated that he was homosexual and feared being persecuted for his sexual orientation in his 
homeland.” 
 
The asylum seeker was quoted indirectly with the metapropositional verb “to state.” 
Metapropositional verbs can indicate the position of the author toward the quoted person. It would 
be different if the author had chosen a neutral verb, such as “to say.” By using the verbs “to state” 
or “to declare,” the author implied that this is only the version told by asylum seeker and that his 
homosexuality is doubtful.  
 
Personalization and objectification/collectivization of homosexuals 
 
In nine of the articles, homosexuals were collectivized. In six of the articles, homosexuals were 
neither collectivized nor personalized. In five articles they were personalized, and in four articles 
homosexuals were both personalized and collectivized. 
 
In the following articles homosexuals were only collectivized. Article 180129M_124 is an interview 
with CNN anchor Richard Quest, who discusses gay rights in Zimbabwe. Homosexuals were 
collectivized by using the plural form “gays,” “homosexuals” or “LGBT movement.”  
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Article 180118M_234 from 20 minuten.ch also collectivized homosexuals by using the plural form. 
Additionally, Muslims were collectivized as the homophobic counterpart to homosexuals.  
The article is about a Swiss imam who gives recommendations for Muslims in Switzerland on how 
to behave in summer. 
 
In article 180129M_24 from 20minuten.ch, homosexuals were collectivized as a generic group 
and objectified by using the term “gay scene.” The article reported on the murder of five gay men 
in Toronto, Canada. The description gives the impression that the gay neighborhood in Toronto 
is a dangerous place. It is implied that the gay scene is a subculture that follows other rules than 
the majority of society. The fact that the victims were gay is overemphasized. Furthermore, the 
article stressed that one victim had a sexual relationship with the murderer. 
 
The author of article 180123B_2345 from blick.ch used the plural form “gays” and the term “gay 
scene.” Gays were presented as a collective who only want to have fun. The article is about an 
event called “Gay Ski Week,” which takes place every year in the Swiss mountain village Arosa. 
The event aims to attract mainly gay tourists.  
 
Article 180201B_2 from blick.ch mentions online hate speech against immigrants, refugees and 
homosexuals. Homosexuals were collectivized, as were refugees and foreigners, and they were 
presented as a vulnerable group needing protection. 
 
The articles where homosexuals were both objectified and personalized are described hereafter: 
 
Article 180207B_12456 from blick.ch is about male and female homosexual athletes at the 
Olympics in PyeongChang. The author presented 13 homosexuals athletes along with personal 
details, such as their name and the sport they practiced, and cites some of them. The captions 
provide information about each athlete and whether he or she is homosexual or bisexual. In the 
same article, homosexuals were also collectivized through the use of the phrase “LGBT 
community” as well as the pluralization “homosexual athletes.”  
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The author of article 180130B_24 from blick.ch personalized and collectivized male homosexuals 
at the same time. The article also wrote about the murder of five men in Canada. The victims are 
named and therefore personalized. However, the author twice uses the expression “gay scene.” 
He explains that the victims were from the gay scene. By using such a term in this context, 
homosexuals are objectified and othered. 
 
Article 180126M_24 from 20minuten.ch was about a Swiss movie about a homosexual football 
player. The main character was personalized. However, the article also used a collectivization by 
writing that gay football players in general suffer from discrimination.  
 
Article 180124M_12 from 20minuten.ch wrote about movies with Oscar nominations. One of the 
movies was “Call Me by Your Name,” which had homosexual content. The protagonists of the 
movies were personalized and described. At the same time, however, the subtitle of a short 
paragraph in the text collectivized homosexuals by using the phrase “the LGBT movement.” 
 
Only one article personalized homosexuals without also collectivizing them. This article was 
180129B_2 from blick.ch, which reported on referee Pascal Erlachner and his boyfriend. 
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Passive and active actors 
 
In 12 out of the 20 articles, homosexuals were passive actors, where they were not portrayed as 
actively doing something, but as having something done to them. 
 

Article code 
 

Homosexuals as passive actors 
 

180124B_24 US tennis player reported that he ended up in a club for homosexuals.  
He was disgusted about it. 

180126M_24  Homosexuals are described as victims who suffer due to homophobia in 
football. 

180128B_25 A lesbian girl (the main character of the movie “The Miseducation of 
Cameron Post”) was put into a reeducation camp. 

180124M_12  Movies about homosexuality have finally reached mainstream following 
the Best Picture victory of "Moonlight" last year. 

180121M_5  Joke about a lesbian in the US television sitcom “Friends.” 

180129M_124  Homosexuals in Zimbabwe do not have rights and homosexuality is 
banned. 

180118M_234 A Swiss Imam is cited. He describes gays as criminals. 

180129M_24  Five homosexuals have been killed in Toronto, Canada. 

180130B_24  Five homosexuals have been killed in Toronto, Canada. 
(same content as article 180129M_24) 

180123M_2 Homosexuality is presented as a secret, one that can be revealed by 
leaving too much data online. 

180201B_2  Homosexuals are presented as if they are victimized by negative 
reactions on social media and in society and need protection. 

180122B_5 Lesbian is presented as something one can become. 

Table 6: Homosexuals as passive actors 
Source: Own elaboration 

As the table (Table 6) illustrates, homosexuals were not only portrayed as passive victims, but in 
some cases in a negative way. They are killed, victimized, placed in a reeducation camp or 
presented as if they need to hide something. 
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The following table (Table 7) shows the articles where homosexuals were presented as active 
actors. 
 

Article code 
 

Homosexuals as active actors 
 

180207B_12456  Homosexuals take part at the Olympics. 
 

180130B_24.1 Homosexual individuals suffer and homosexual  
football players cannot force themselves to come out of the closet. 
 

180129B_2 Erlachner introduces his boyfriend, outing himself. His boyfriend Mike 
Ruch works in gastronomy and wears a bow tie. 
 

180114M_14 Emilio (main character of the movie “Call Me by your Name”) falls in 
love. 

180122M_14 Russian schoolboys made a video dancing to a pop song. 

180125M_2 The Nigerian asylum seeker took legal action against the decision. 

180125B_2 The Nigerian asylum seeker took legal action against the decision. 
(same content as article 180125M_2) 

180123B_2345 Gay tourists come again in summer, for example, to hike to the Swiss 
mountain village Arosa. They bring a good mood and style. 

Table 7: Homosexuals as active actors 
Source: Own elaboration 

When portrayed as active actors, they are presented in some cases as humans who fall in love, 
take legal actions and participate in the Olympic games. In the last example, homosexuals are 
portrayed in a highly stereotypical manner as tourists with style and a good mood. 
 
Structural oppositions 
 
A structural opposition means that a good and bad scheme has been applied to present 
homosexuals. This was the case in eight articles. Three of them portrayed sports as structurally 
opposed to homosexuality, one referring to the Olympic games and the other two to football. One 
article created a structural opposition between millennials and TV audiences in the 1990s. The 
article was about homophobic jokes in the US television sitcom “Friends.” According to the article, 
millennials find the humor problematic, while in the 1990s nobody was offended by it. Three 
articles created a structural opposition between western, or “our,” culture and “other” cultures. 
The first article otherizes people from Zimbabwe, the second one otherizes Russians, and the 
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third one otherizes Muslims. All three groups of people are represented as more homophobic than 
the West. One article created a structural opposition between the rich and powerful and gays. 
The article reported on an event called “Gay Ski Week” for homosexual tourists in a village called 
Arosa. It mentioned that Davos, where the annual World Economic Forum takes place, is only a 
few kilometers away from Arosa. The author thus implies that while in Davos the rich and powerful 
meet each other, in Arosa the gays are having fun.  
 
Nominalization / existential process 
 
As explained previously, the nominalization and existential process can lead to an effect that 
backgrounds the actual actors. This was the case in seven articles. In two articles (180130B_24.1 
and 180126M_24) homophobia in football was presented as a given fact and homosexuality as a 
taboo, without explaining what has led to this situation. It is thus implied that homophobia in 
football is fixed and cannot be changed.  
 

The author of article 180128B_25 used existential processes twice. The article states that a girl 
was placed into a reeducation camp, but without explaining by whom. It also reports that 
conversion therapies are banned in nine US states without clarifying who has banned them. 
 

Article 180114M_14 from 20minuten.ch states that LGBT movies have reached the mainstream. 
It presents the rise of LGBT movies as a fact, but it does not provide further background 
information or explain who is responsible for causing this change. 
 
The following citations from article 180129M_124 from 20minuten.ch illustrates how the actors 
are backgrounded and political situations are assumed to be a given fact: 
 
“There are no rights for gays.” 
“The acceptance of homosexuals is declining in the US.” 
The articles 180125M_2 and 180125B_2 background the actor as follows:  
 

“The Nigerian asylum seeker stated that he was homosexual and feared being persecuted for his 
sexual orientation in his homeland.” 
 
It remains unclear who exactly would be persecuting him. 
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Adjuncts 
 
Presenting someone as an adjunct to a story refers to when a person does not play a main role 
and is only a side note in the story. In seven out of the 20 articles this was the case (Table 8).  
 
Article code 
 

Main topic 
 

Homosexuals 

180124B_24 Offensive tweets by US tennis player Tennys 
Sandgreen. 

Homosexuals are only adjuncts in a 
story that is about the communication 
behavior of the tennis player Sandgreen. 

180114M_14 Article presenting the latest movie news. 
 

“Call Me by Your Name” is one of the 
movies. The movie is a gay love story. 

180121M_5 The television sitcom “Friends” is accused of being 
homophobic and fat shaming. 

Homosexuals are only adjuncts in this 
story about political correctness. 

180129M_124 Interview with CNN anchor Richard Quest. The article is not exclusively about 
homosexuals, focusing also on the 
World Economic Forum, Trump, #metoo 
and the economy. 
 

180118M_234 Story about a Swiss imam who gives 
recommendations for Muslims in Switzerland on 
how to behave in summer. 

Homosexuals are only adjuncts in this 
story about the video message from an 
imam in Basel. 

180123M_2 Article about the fact that fewer Swiss people want 
an entry in the directory. 

Homosexuality is a side note in this 
story about intimate data. 

180201B_2 Hate speech on the Internet. Homosexuals are, like refugees and 
foreigners, only adjuncts in a story about 
hate speech on social media. 

Table 8: Homosexuals as adjuncts 
Source: Own elaboration 

Use of negative adjectives or words 
 
In five articles negative adjectives or words were used to describe homosexuality or homosexuals. 
The adjective “delicate” was used in article 180130B_24.1 in connection with the keyword 
Homosexualität. It presented homosexuality in football as a delicate topic. In article 180126M_24 
homosexuality in football is presented as a taboo. The love of Mario (the protagonist of the movie 
discussed in the article) for his teammate is described as problematic. In article 180129M_124 
“illegal” and “wrong” are used in connection with homosexuality.  
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Article 180118M_234 presents homosexuality as a disease and claims that homosexuals are 
criminals; it also argues that homosexuality is immoral. In article 180122M_14 homosexuality is 
presented as provocative and controversial. 
 
Rhetorical tropes 
 
This section analyzes the rhetorical tropes that were used in the articles. Metaphors are words or 
expressions that stand for something else. For example, one may use “build bridges” to mean 
“create a dialog.” Hyperboles are exaggerated statements, as seen, for example, in the phrase “I 
died laughing.” The phrases emphasize that something is very funny and not, of course, that the 
person actually died.  
 
Metaphors 
 
Metaphors were used in nine articles (Figure 7).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The metaphors “LGBT movies have reached the mainstream” and “to out” were each used twice. 
The latter mistakenly conflated the expression “to out” with “to come out.” Coming out means that 
a homosexual publicly declares his or her homosexuality, which is what the article intended. 
Outing, on the other hand, means that the person was revealed to be a homosexual by a third 
party.  
  

TO COME OUT OF THE 
CLOSET. 

OUTING MISTAKENLY USED 
FOR COMING OUT. (2X) 

 
THERE IS NO ROOM FOR 

HOMOSEXUALS IN 
FOOTBALL. 

 

HOMOSEXUALITY IS ONE OF 
THE MOST INTIMATE AREAS 

OF LIFE. 

LGBT MOVIES HAVE 
REACHED THE 

MAINSTREAM. (2X) 

A SATIRICAL VIDEO WITH 
GAY UNDERTONES 

CREATED A STIR IN RUSSIA. 

HOMOSEXUALITY IS 
DESCRIBED AS A CANCER. 

 

Figure 7: Metaphors related to homosexuality 
Source: Own elaboration 
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Hyperboles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first hyperbole is a quote from the US tennis player Tennys Sandgren, who reported about 
his accidental visit to a gay club. He expressed how disgusted he was by the visit with the 
hyperbolic expression “my eyes are still bleeding.” The hyperbole “Aah-Rosa” referred to the 
annual Gay Ski Week hosted by the Swiss mountain village Arosa. It remains unclear why the 
author wrote “Aah-Rosa.” The third hyperbole was used in the article reporting on a Swiss movie 
about a gay football player, which the author described as explosive. 
 
Topic clusters 
 
The analysis of the 20 articles identified nine topic clusters. A cluster means that the articles 
reported about the same or a similar topic. Among the 20 analyzed articles the following topics 
were identified (Figure 9): 
 

 
Figure 9: Topic clusters identified in the 20 analyzed articles 
Source: Own elaboration 

Topic clusters Number 
of articles

Homosexuality in sports 5

Homosexuality in cinema / TV 4

Homosexuals and the others 3

Homosexuality tests on asylum seekers 2

Crime 2

Homosexuality in tourism 1

Intimate data 1

Protection on the internet 1

Becoming a lesbian 1

Figure 8: Hyperboles related to homosexuality 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
COINCIDENTALLY ENDED UP 
AT A GAY CLUB. MY EYES 
ARE STILL BLEEDING. 

 

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE AROSA 
IS REFERRED TO AS AAH-

ROSA.  

 
THE MOVIE ABOUT A GAY 
FOOTBALL PLAYER WAS 

EXPLOSIVE. 
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Figure 9 shows how many articles corresponded to each cluster. The clusters were based on the 
topics of the articles. Figure 10 shows the most commonly used phrases or expressions related 
to different themes identified in the articles. The three most identified topics also occupied the 
most space on this word cloud. The terms related to homosexuals were negative or mostly 
negative or an exaggeration of positive traits such as “homosexual guests are faithful, clean, 
stylish and bring a good mood.” 
 

 
Figure 10: Word cloud showing common phrases and expressions used in the articles 
Source: Own elaboration 

 
Homosexuality in sports 
 
Among the 20 analyzed articles, five reported on homosexuality in sports. Four of these were 
about homosexuality in football, and one focused on homosexuals at the Winter Olympics in 2018. 
All of them emphasized the difficulties homosexual athletes are confronted with. Homosexuality 
was described as something that is very personal, often hidden from public, and that belongs to 
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the private sphere. The author of article 180207B_12456 from blick.ch about the LGBT athletes 
at the Olympics wrote:  
 
“Figure skater Adam Rippon (USA) openly admits his homosexuality” and “many athletes openly 
declare their homosexuality.” 
 
The word “openly” implies that homosexuality can also be hidden and that it is a personal identity 
that has to be declared. One lesbian athlete was quoted as follows: 
 
““Athletes need to be ready to give everything and to perform with all their heart; in my opinion 
this is only possible if one can accept his or her sexuality and express it,” says the cross 
snowboarder (Simona Weiler) This does not mean that every athlete has to come out of the 
closet and shout it out to the world, “but it surely helps if those around you support and 
encourage you.” 
 
With this quote it is emphasized that homosexuality is something one has to accept. However, 
the athlete further recommends that not everyone necessarily has to come out of the closet, 
particularly if this would lead to negative consequences for the person. She does not explicitly 
mention any negative consequences, but the reader implicitly understands how coming out might 
be difficult. 
 
The other articles are either directly or indirectly related to homophobia in football. Article 
180130B_24 from blick.ch was about a Swiss TV series called “Bestatter” from the Swiss 
broadcasting station SRF, which features a protagonist who is a gay football player. The author 
of the article criticizes the show because, according to him, the topic is “too delicate.” He describes 
homosexuals as “affected individuals” who suffer due to homophobia and presents homosexuality 
as a taboo in football. By doing so he connects it with suffering and secrecy, writing: 
 
“The topic is too delicate to abuse it as a garnish for the main story. Affected individuals suffer, 
and no active soccer player would voluntarily out himself.” 
 
Article 180129B_2 from blick.ch reports on an event called the Swiss Football League Award 
Night. The article does not primarily focus on homosexuality, but instead on the highlights of the 
evening.  
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It overviews who was present (and with whom), who said what, and who said something wrong. 
One of the highlights, according to the author, was that the referee Erlachner attended with his 
boyfriend. 
 
“Top referee Pascal Erlachner outed himself as homosexual in December in the Newspaper 
Sonntagsblick. He is attending for the first time accompanied by his boyfriend. His name is Mike 
Ruch, he is wearing a bow tie, he works in gastronomy and has been dating Erlachner for a 
year.” 
 
Article 180124B_24 reported on the racist, sexist and homophobic tweets of the US tennis 
player Tennys Sandgren: 
 
“Among other things, Sandgren blasphemed via social media about Serena Williams and 
described a visit to a club for homosexuals as follows: ‘Coincidentally ended up at a gay club. 
My eyes are still bleeding.’” 
 
A large portion of the article consists of a quote from Sandgren where he describes his opinions. 
He is presented as someone who posts homophobic and racist content on social media and is 
therefore criticized. 
 
The author of article 180126M_24 from 20minuten.ch wrote about a Swiss movie that portrays a 
gay football player.  
 
“A story has recently attained news explosiveness: The intense reactions after the coming out of 
a top Swiss top referee have proven that homosexuality in football is still a taboo topic - an 
unexpectedly good timing for director Marcel Gisler (57). He is aware of that.” 
 
The article emphasizes the presence of homophobia in football and states that homosexuality in 
this sport is still taboo. The author then uses the metaphor of a strong, sweating man and 
contrasts this image of masculinity with homosexuality: 
 
“They sweat, they graze, they curse, they threaten. Football players are tough guys and stand 
for masculinity. For gay football players, on the other hand, there is no room. That was a fact 20 
years ago. And it is still like that today.” 
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Homophobia in football is presented as a fact that cannot be changed over time. Homosexuals 
are depicted as victims who suffer under these circumstances. 
 
All the articles emphasized the problems homosexuals face in sports. Homosexuality is 
associated with suffering and secrecy, and it is presented as the opposite of stereotypical 
masculinity. 
 
Homosexuality in cinema and TV 
 
Article 180128B_25 from blick.ch reported on a Swiss documentary that won an award at the 
Sundance Film Festival. The author also went on to describe the winning movie, “The 
Miseducation of Cameron Post.” 
 
“The main award winner ‘The Miseducation of Cameron Post’ tells the story of a lesbian girl 
placed into a reeducation camp. Leading actress Chloë Grace Moretz dedicated the award to 
the ‘survivors of sexual conversion therapy.’ The use of such therapies on homosexual 
adolescents is banned in only nine US states.” 
 
Article 180124M_12 was about the Oscar nominations. According to the author, the academy is 
becoming politically correct. The article discusses entertainment news, with one subsection on 
the LGBT movement: 
 
“Movies about homosexuality have finally reached the mainstream following the Best Picture 
victory of ‘Moonlight’ last year. ‘Call Me by Your Name,’ which addresses the awakening 
feelings of a teenager for his father's much older work colleague, was nominated for Best 
Picture and newcomer Timothée Chalamet for Best Actor.” 
 
Article 180114M_14 from 20minuten.ch took a similar approach in its report on Oscar favorites. 
 
“LGBT movies have arrived in the mainstream after the triumph of the gay drama "Moonlight" 
last year.” 
 
Both articles conclude that movies with LGBT content are more accepted nowadays and have 
reached mainstream audiences. 
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Article 180121M_5 from 20minuten.ch was about the US television sitcom “Friends,” which was 
accused of being homophobic and sexist as well as fat shaming.  
 
“Ross's ex-wife is a lesbian. In the beginning of the series they make a joke about a lesbian and 
more jokes follow. That does not please some tweeting millennials.” 
 
The article focuses on a supposed change in audience attitudes. While in the 1990s and 2000s 
“Friends” was not controversial, it is now perceived as problematic by millennials.  
 
Homosexuality and the others 
 
The following articles created a structural opposition between the West and other countries, such 
as Russia and Zimbabwe, as well as with Islam. Article 180129M_124 interviewed CNN anchor 
Richard Quest during the World Economic Forum in Davos in January 2018. In the interview, 
Quest talks about several topics such as #metoo, LGBTQ rights and Donald Trump. Concerning 
LGBTQ rights, the main topic was Quest’s interview with Zimbabwe’s president, Emmerson 
Mnangagwa. Quest confronted Mnangagwa with the following claim:  
 
“If Ireland is able to allow same-sex relationships, then African countries like Zimbabwe can at 
least lift the ban on homosexuality! Otherwise, every CEO who invests there has to deal with 
extremely unpleasant questions.” 
 
He further says: 
 
“There are no rights for gays. I did not ask for gay marriage or even a simple acknowledgment. 
Being gay is illegal under the constitution, and I asked him if he would change anything about it.“ 
 
He argues that CEOs who invest in Zimbabwe are going to be confronted with nasty questions 
by people who care about LGBT rights. For this reason, he asked Zimbabwe’s president to at 
least lift the ban on homosexuality, using economic interests to argue for LGBT rights. Similar to 
the article 180207B_12456 from blick.ch about LGBT athletes at Olympia, he connects the idea 
of acceptance with homosexuality:  
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“The problem is that dictators are now copying Trump's fake news statements when confronted 
with unwelcome press. They will argue that the acceptance of homosexuals is declining in the 
US. Decades of hard work are destroyed here. That's why I confronted Mr. Mnangagwa.” 
 
Homosexuality is described as something that can be more or less accepted by the majority of 
the population.  
 
Article 180122M_14 from 20minuten.ch was about a video that went viral on social media. The 
video was created by young cadets at a Russian pilot school. In the video, the students dance to 
a pop song wearing almost no clothes. The author suggests that it is clear that Russia is a very 
homophobic place compared to Switzerland, using the expression “in our circles”: 
 
“It is not a big surprise that Russia does not understand this kind of humor with its anti-LGBTQ 
propaganda laws and its more conservative attitude. Nevertheless, reactions such as the 
warning of the boys by the school management over the ‘repulsive clip’ are not comprehensible 
– not only in our circles, but also by Russia's youth.” 
 
Russia is presented as a homophobic place, while the West is portrayed as liberal. The video is 
described as controversial because the content is provocative. 
 
Article 180118M_234 from 20minuten.ch was about a video message from an imam in Basel. The 
article opposes an imam to western liberal society. The author of the article writes that the imam 
warned Muslims of women and homosexuals and told them to stay at home during summer 
because they might see half-naked women outside. Homosexuality appears in the following 
context: 
 
“After the first Gay Pride parade in Pristina, he described homosexuality as a ‘cancer against 
morality’ and as a disease’ and gays as criminals in a video message.” 
 
In all the three articles the perceived other cultures are depicted as highly homophobic. The 
authors create structural oppositions between the West and other parts of the world or, in the 
case of Islam, a religion. 
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Homosexuality tests for asylum seekers 
 
Both blick.ch (180125B_2) and 20minuten.ch (180125M_2) published nearly the same content 
about a Nigerian man who asked for asylum in Hungary. Homosexuality is connected with fear 
and persecution, and it is questioned whether homosexuality can be proven by psychological 
tests. The man is not mentioned personally, standing in for all asylum seekers who flee their 
country because of their sexual orientation. The article implies that the man may only have said 
that he was homosexual in order to receive asylum. The Hungarian authority had commissioned 
a psychologist to prove whether the asylum seeker was telling the truth. The European Court of 
Justice decided that such tests are not allowed. 
 
“Tests on homosexuality effect ‘the most intimate areas of life’ and constitute a disproportionate 
interference with private life.” 
 

“The Hungarian asylum authorities found that the statements of a Nigerian were consistent and 
credible. However, a psychologist could not confirm his homosexuality. Therefore, the 
authorities rejected the asylum application.” 
 
Homosexuality is portrayed as highly problematic for the Nigerian asylum seeker because the 
articles say he was persecuted in Nigeria for his sexual orientation. In Europe he had to undergo 
a psychological test to prove his homosexuality. The psychologist could not confirm his 
homosexuality. It is implied that homosexuality is something that can be proven by psychological 
tests. 
 
Crime 
 
Article 180130B_24 from blick.ch and 180129M_24 from 20 minuten.ch treated the same topic, 
reporting about the murder of five men in Canada. The content is, however, slightly different. The 
article from blick.ch overemphasizes the fact that the victims of the crime were homosexual. The 
title could have just as easily said that four men had been killed, rather than calling the murderer 
a “killer of gays.”  
 
“Human remains found in flower pots 
Canadian killer of gays killed at least five men” 
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Furthermore, the phrase “three victims were often hanging around the gay neighborhood ‘Gay 
Village’ in Toronto” implies that this is important information for explaining the murder. 
20minuten.ch even writes that one of the victims supposedly had a sexual relationship with the 
murderer. Both articles emphasize the fact that the victims were from the “gay scene.” The victims 
are personalized, but, at the same time, homosexuals are objectified by framing the article in a 
way that overemphasizes the connection between the murders and this scene. 
 
Homosexuality in tourism, intimate data, protection on the Internet and  
becoming a lesbian 
 
These four articles did not belong to any of the clusters identified and explained above. The article 
180123B_2345 on “Gay Ski Week” in the Swiss mountain village Arosa explains in great detail 
the highlights of this event and contains descriptions that stereotype the attendees of this event.  
 
"’When Ski Week is on, there's always something going on. Gays bring a good mood and style. 
They are very open, but also very polite. You almost never have to clean the rooms up after them. 
They are great guests,’ enthuses Hitsch Leu (59), President of the Arosa Gay Ski Week.” 
 

Hitsch Leu is the organizer of the event. His description can be interpreted as a justification for 
welcoming homosexual guests. 
 
“It's only twelve kilometers. Thanks to the World Economic Forum, Davos GR will become the 
world capital of the rich and powerful next week. Arosa GR, on the other side of the mountain, 
is, after all, the gay capital of the Alps.” 
 
The article claims that Gay Ski Week is a profitable event for winter tourism. The text 
overemphasizes the alleged positive qualities of homosexuals. Homosexuals are portrayed as a 
business factor. The text is about homosexuals, but it does not include them as active actors.  
 
The article (180123M_2) on intimate data reported on the fact that more and more people do not 
want to appear in the directory. In this context, homosexuality is mentioned as a form of intimate 
data that can be revealed by one’s Google search history. 
 
“Casanova repeatedly finds that people perceive digital platforms as neutral information 
services. ‘They may know, for example, a few years earlier than the adolescent himself that he 
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is gay because, through their research, users leave traces on Google about things that they 
would not even tell their closest confidants.’” 
 
Casanova, an expert, is quoted, claims that even though people want privacy, they may 
nevertheless leave many traces on the Internet, for example, through Google searches. With this 
data an expert can discover personal details about them. In this article, homosexuality is 
presented as something that can be found out from such traces. Homosexuality is described as 
something that one would not even tell their closest friends. Here, homosexuality is once again 
depicted as a secret. 
 
The article 180201B_2 from blick.ch reported on how a control authority, which is not owned by 
the state, takes action against racist and homophobic content. 
 
“We simply filter everything out that is degrading and that stirs up resentment against foreigners, 
refugees and homosexuals” 
 
Homosexuals are presented as if they are victims of negative reactions on social media or in 
society and that they need protection. The article is not about homosexuality, but about the 
anonymous control unit on Facebook that tries to block racist and homophobic content. Some 
examples of Swiss right-wing politicians are mentioned as ones whose profiles have been blocked 
several times.  
 
The article (180122B_5) was a story about a trans woman and her experiences. It was produced 
by the Swiss broadcasting station SRF. She had lived for many years as a man and had married 
her wife Nelly. The term lesbian only appears when Nelly asks herself if she has to become 
lesbian: 
 
“Do I have to become lesbian now?” 
 
Her question appears to indicate that, after her husband’s transition, she was and still is uncertain 
about several things, including her sexuality. 
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6 Discussion 

 
After showing the results of the semiotic analysis, this chapter discusses the underrepresentation 
of lesbians and bisexuals and further compares these findings with the results of the critical 
discourse analyses by Kuhar (2003) and Bartley and Hidalgo-Tenorio (2016). 
 

Lesbians are underrepresented 
 
As stated by Adrienne Rich (2003), female homosexuality is treated as a sub-category of male 
homosexuality. This theoretical framework corresponds with the findings of the present paper. 
Lesbians only played a marginal role in media representations of homosexuality. Out of 62 
articles, only five articles reported about lesbians. In the 20 articles analyzed by CDA, only two 
focused on female sexuality. Among the 62 articles, there was only one article that reported on 
bisexuality exclusively, that is, without mentioning heterosexuality or homosexuality. 
Heteronormativity not only influences how homosexuals are represented, but also who is 
represented. Homosexual men proportionally received significantly more media attention than 
any other queer group. Asexuals, intersexuals and pansexuals were not represented at all in 
these articles. It should be noted that when the LBGTQ acronym was used in the analyzed 
articles, it was only used to refer to lesbians, gays and bisexuals, with a strong bias toward the 
gays.  
 
Bisexuals are highly underrepresented 
 
Bisexuals were in most cases only mentioned in articles that included lesbians and gays. There 
was only one article that wrote about a bisexual experience without referring to homosexuality or 
heterosexuality. As mentioned earlier, the article was about a man who asked a sexuality expert 
from 20minuten.ch about the sudden bisexual feelings his wife had after attending a tantra 
workshop. The article reports bisexuality as something that creates uncertainties in heterosexual 
relationships. The partner does not know how to react. 
 
As outlined in the theoretical framework, homosexuality and heterosexuality are a social 
construct, one built on the idea that they represent two poles, or a binarism. Homosexuals are on 
one side of the spectrum, and heterosexuals are on the other. Bisexuality is somewhere in 
between. Queer scholars have criticized this concept as too simplistic. However, for the media it 
seems to serve as a valuable way to portray lesbians and gays. The journalists mostly stick to a 
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heteronormative representation only focusing on homosexuality. The gray zones, or queerness 
that is not categorizable as simply hetero or homosexual, are not interesting enough. 
 
Secrecy, victimization, stereotyping, normalization and homosexuality as a movement 
 
Secrecy and sexualization 
 
Some of the representational strategies identified by Kuhar (2003) as well as by Bartley and 
Hidalgo-Tenorio (2016) were also found in the present thesis. Homosexuality, particularly in 
relation to sports, was presented as personal information that has to be hidden. The articles 
emphasized how positive the coming outs of famous athletes were, but they also strongly focused 
on the fact that homosexuality is still a taboo. The possibilities for or discussions of how to 
overcome this “taboo” are mostly not discussed. The articles strongly emphasized the problematic 
side and, in the case of Pascal Erlachner, the personal suffering. 
 
Sports were not the only domain where homosexuality was presented as a secrecy. There was 
one article that claimed that one’s homosexuality was a secret that could be revealed by traces 
left on the Internet, for instance, through Google searches. 
 
Similarly, the articles about the asylum seekers emphasize on secrecy. The European Court of 
Justice decided that homosexuality tests on asylum seekers are not admissible because they 
concerned the most intimate areas of life. This is certainly true as coming out or a forced outing 
can still have very negative consequences for queers.  
 
Victimization 
 
Kuhar (2003) and Bartley and Hidalgo-Tenorio (2016) also identified a victimization in their 
analyses, but they did not identify it as a main category. In the articles related to sports, 
homosexuality was not only represented as a secrecy. The articles also emphasized the 
difficulties that homosexuals face because of homophobia. The fact that in 17 articles 
homosexuals were not quoted stresses this victimization. Phrases such as “affected individuals 
suffer, and no active football player would voluntarily out himself” or “we simply filter everything 
out that is degrading and that stirs up resentment against foreigners, refugees and homosexuals” 
depict homosexuals as suffering individuals. In the most extreme case, homosexuals not only 
suffered discrimination, but were also killed, as seen in the article that reported about the murders 
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in Canada. The homosexual asylum seeker and the Russian schoolboys who produced a 
“homoerotic” video also suffered from oppression and persecution. Homosexuals living in Russia 
and Zimbabwe were portrayed as suffering even more because of their homophobic 
governments. The articles implied that western countries were very progressive compared to 
these countries. In one article, Zimbabwe was used as an example to stand in for the homophobic 
African continent, while Ireland stood for the civilized west.  
 
Stereotyping 
 
As Foucault (1979) wrote, “the homosexual became a species on its own in the 19th century”. 
Online newspapers seemed to perpetuate this belief by portraying homosexuals in a stereotypical 
way. While stereotypes can be both positive and negative, they are nevertheless harmful, 
especially when applied to a marginalized group. One example of a positive stereotyping was the 
overemphasis in one article on the alleged positive traits of homosexuals, such as stylish, clean 
and always in a good mood. The guests of Gay Ski Weekend in Arosa were portrayed as if they 
were the best guests and with no defects, a highly stereotypical and, in this sense, discriminative 
portrayal. The article about the Russian schoolboys was also stereotypical because the article 
described the dance as homoerotic. In this example, the author of the article defined what was 
homoerotism and what was not. 
 
Normalization 
 
Articles reporting on entertainment news stated that LGBT movies have reached the mainstream. 
By writing that, the authors implied that queerness has gained more acceptance. The articles 
concerning queer athletes also focused on normalization. The undertones of the articles and the 
quotations of the interviewees implied that it should no longer be problematic nowadays to love 
whomever one might love.  
 
Homosexuality as a movement 
 
The articles did not explicitly portray homosexuality as a movement, but it was described in some 
cases as a movement. This was found in the interview with Richard Quest, as well as the articles 
about entertainment news. 
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Medicalization 
 
Medicalization was not a topic that was identified in the 20 analyzed articles. Kuhar identified this 
representational strategy mainly in articles from the 1970s. The World Health Organization 
removed homosexuality from the list of mental disorders in 1993 (schwulengeschichte.ch, n.d.). 
Therefore, it is under no circumstances acceptable to portray homosexuality as pathological. No 
article portrayed the medical or health aspects of homosexuality. However, there was one article 
that included a discussion of gays as sick. However, it was not presented as the opinion of the 
author. Instead, the article cited a Swiss imam who said that homosexuality is a disease. 
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7 Conclusion 

 
 

This research examined how homosexuals were represented in Swiss online newspapers. In the 
20 articles that were analyzed, homosexuality was mainly presented in a heteronormative way. 
Homosexuals were not quoted in 17 of the 20 articles; therefore, the articles were written about 
them and not with a queer perspective. The representations followed sensationalist requirements 
and overemphasized the problems facing homosexuals. They were systematically othered 
because the articles did not provide space for queer expression. Instead, other people expressed 
their opinions about the lives of homosexuals in the media. This was the case, for instance, in the 
articles about the coming out of Pascal Erlachner. In one of the ten articles blick.ch published 
about this topic, the journalist asked well-known persons from politics, sports and entertainment 
how they felt about the coming out of Erlachner. He asked if they agreed with his coming out and 
if he has to fear losing his career. Most of them expressed supportive statements; however, their 
support is not the main point. The journalist asked heterosexual people to judge the 
homosexuality of Erlachner. The opposite case is unthinkable; no journalist would ask queers to 
give their opinion about a famous football player who publicly declared his heterosexuality. It is 
assumed that everyone is heterosexual or, as Rich (2003) argues, people start from the position 
that there is an innate heterosexuality. Of course, it was Erlachner’s decision to come out in an 
interview at the newspaper Sonntagsblick, but that this is necessary shows how scandalized and 
emotional the topic is. 
 
Even if some authors attempted to raise awareness about homophobic oppression, this often led 
to a stereotypical representation of homosexuals. Sports, especially football, are portrayed as a 
domain only for men who fit the stereotypical perceptions of masculinity, and where homosexuals 
might have many difficulties. Considering the fact that a large percentage of the readership of 
20minuten.ch and blick.ch is in a younger age group (40.6% of 20minuten.ch readers and 35.2% 
of blick.ch readers are 14–34 years old), the journalists have a certain responsibility for the 
content. A young, queer person who wants to play football could be frightened to do so by only 
reading negative stories. Pascal Erlachner was presented as the first person in football who 
publicly declared his homosexuality. This story could be inspirational for someone who fears to 
come out; however, the articles mainly emphasized how homophobic football is. These negative 
representations do not encourage one to live freely as a queer person. As shown in the theoretical 
section, the portrayal of LGBTQ+ impacts the self-identity of queers. Representations of queers 
can have both positive and negative effects on LGBTQ+ persons.  
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They might feel empowered when they see that they matter and that they are represented, and 
not only that they are victimized or collectivized.  
 
As previously stated, power influences who is represented and how. Compared to gay men, 
lesbians and all other queers are underrepresented. The discourse on homosexuality mainly 
focuses on male homosexuality. As Rich (2003) stated, lesbianism is treated as a sub-category 
of male homosexuality. This statement is valid for all queers who are not white, homosexual men. 
Rubin’s sexual hierarchy can serve as an explanation for this underrepresentation. Discourses of 
love or sexuality are mainly about heterosexuality. Homosexuals play a side role, and they are 
represented as deviant. This is a systematic oppression. As stated before, oppression can only 
be understood when considering other factors that influence discrimination, such as race, gender 
and age. The rights of homosexuals and other minorities strongly depend on the heterosexual 
majority of society. As outlined in the theoretical framework, representations of homosexuals not 
only influence queers themselves, but also the opinion of the majority of society. As Butler stated, 
the representations of homosexuals make them visible and can lead to more acceptance. 
However, such representations should not follow heteronormative patterns. Homosexuals should 
be represented in their own words and not according to normative standards. As previously 
mentioned, the successful, white gay couple who wants to marry and live a life that conforms to 
heteronormative rules might not suffer from the same discrimination as the gay asylum seeker, 
who is often ignored. The media should at least make an effort to be more inclusive and diverse. 
When reporting about homosexuality, the media should not focus only on the problematic side. 
Stories about love and relationships should also include a queer perspective. 
 
Newspapers should also attempt to include not only famous homosexual persons, but LGBTQ+ 
persons who are not heard from enough in the media as well. There is still much room for 
improvement when it comes to the representation of homosexual minorities. One step in this 
direction is the realization of how power relations influence journalistic practices. Journalists and 
communicators should be aware of the fact that discourse is never free of power. 
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11 Limitations and future studies 
 
 
Due to time constraints, the sample of this master thesis was limited to articles from two Swiss 
online newspapers collected over a time period of two months. The articles had to contain 
keywords related to homosexuality. For the semiotic analysis, the 20 most recent articles were 
chosen. The limited time period and number of articles only allowed for conclusions to be drawn 
about this concrete sample. Therefore, further studies should investigate whether the identified 
representational strategies are repeated over a longer period and also in other media outlets.  
 
Blick.ch and 20minuten.ch follow a similar journalistic approach, one which focuses on quick news 
with entertainment value. Future work should focus on other online newspapers or other media 
outlets to gain more insight into the representation of homosexuality.  
 
The queer community is very diverse and includes not only different sexual orientations but also 
gender identities. Further studies could focus on other queer representations besides 
homosexuality. Following Foucault, homosexuality can also be understood as a social construct; 
therefore, these future studies should under no circumstances foster discrimination, but instead 
make clear the systematic oppressions perpetuated by media representations. 
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Appendix I: Table containing overall sample of 62 articles and quantity of used words 

 
 

1 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 291 292 293

Date of 
publication

Name of 
publication

Article Original Title Original 
name of 
Category

Length 
(numbe
r of 
words)

Topic LGBT(QIA)

180207B_12456 07.02.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/olympia/pyeongchang/auch-eine-schweizerin-hat-sich-geoutet-rekord-13-schwule-und-lesben-bei-olympia-id7948559.html

Auch eine 
Schweizerin hat sich 
geoutet

Sport, 
Olympia 320

LGBT 
community at 
olympic games

both 
genders 3 2 0 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

180201B_2 01.02.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/anonyme-melden-entgleisungen-in-sozialen-medien-meldezentrale-verpfeift-facebook-suender-id7907838.html

Entgleisungen in 
sozialen Medien
Meldezentrale News, politics 529

Homophobica on 
social media

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

180130B_24.1 30.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/schweiz/schwule-fussballer-und-illegale-wetten-srf-bestatter-tappt-in-die-klischee-falle-id7914130.html

Schwule Fussballer 
und illegale Wetten
SRF-«Bestatter» 

People, 
people 
Switzerland 496 TV show male 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180130B_24 30.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/menschliche-ueberreste-in-blumenkuebeln-gefunden-kanadischer-schwulen-moerder-toetete-mindestens-fuenf-maenner-id7909777.html

Menschliche 
Überreste in 
Blumenkübeln 

News, world 
news 291 violence male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

180129M_124 29.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/finance/news/story/-Trump-kam--Trump-sah--Trump-siegte--22441419
CNN-Anchor 
Richard Quest Economy 1251

World economic 
forum

both 
genders 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

180129B_2 29.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/geschichten-rund-um-die-sfl-award-night-fcb-wicky-zeigt-sein-us-girl-schiri-erlachner-seinen-lover-id7909666.html

Geschichten rund um 
die SFL Award Night
FCB-Wicky zeigt Sport, football 730

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

180129M_24 29.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Kanadischer-Serienmoerder-toetete-mindestens-fuenf-Maenner-13836784

Serienkiller in 
Kanada gefasst 
Zerstückelte World news 171 violence male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

180128B_25 28.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/sundance-film-festival-schweizer-dokfilm-von-christian-frei-am-sundance-ausgezeichnet-id7902958.html

Sundance Film 
Festival
Schweizer Dokfilm 

People, 
cinema 331

Sundance Film 
Festival male 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180126M_24 26.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Wenn-sich-Kicker-kuessen-22906500
Schwule Fussballer
Schweizer Film 

Entertainment
, cinema 647

documenatary 
about gay soccer 
player male 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180125B_2 25.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/urteil-am-europaeischen-menschengerichtshof-homosexualitaets-tests-fuer-asylbewerber-unzulaessig-id7891737.html

Urteil am 
europäischen 
Menschengerichtshof News, politics 362

homosexual 
refugees male 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180125M_2 25.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/ausland/news/story/Homosexualitaetstest-fuer-Asylbewerber-unzulaessig-29520869
Europäischer 
Gerichtshof World news 384

homosexual 
refugees male 0 6 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180124B_24 24.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/tennis/wegen-rassismus-vorwuerfen-tennys-sensation-sandgren-rechnet-mit-medien-ab-id7885254.html

Wegen Rassismus-
Vorwürfen
Tennys-Sensation Sports, tennis 300

Homophobia in 
tennis

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

180124M_12 24.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/So-beeinflusste--MeToo-die-Oscar-Nominierungen-25049914

James Franco als 
grosser Verlierer
So hat #MeToo die 

Entertainment
, cinema 1129 LGBT cinema

both 
genders 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180123B_2345 23.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/wirtschaft/gay-ski-week-macht-den-ort-weltbekannt-aaaah-rosa-ist-die-schwulenhauptstadt-der-alpen-id7871333.html

Gay Ski Week macht 
den Ort weltbekannt
Aaaah-Rosa ist die 

News, 
economy 432

Gay ski weekend 
Arosa male 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180123M_2 23.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/news/story/Schweizer-verschweigen-Daten-dem-Telefonbuch-15326992
Weniger Einträge
Schweizer wollen Switzerland 306 data privcay

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180122B_5 22.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/neue-serie-transmenschen-in-der-schweiz-fuer-mich-ist-andrea-immer-noch-ein-bisschen-andy-id7873435.html
Neue Serie: 
Transmenschen in People 925

documentary 
about transexuals female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180122M_14 22.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.tilllate.com/de/story/satisfaction-challenge?ref=20min-story

Russen provozieren 
mit «Homo»-Video

Entertainment 332
Homophobia in 
Russia male 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
used for both 
genders

homosexuell 
(adj., singular)
male 
homosexual

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
male 
homosexual

homosexuell 
(adj. singular)
female 
homosexual

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female or 
used for 
homosex
uality of 
both 
genders)

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
female 
homosexual

Homosexuelle
r (noun, 
singular)
a male 
homosexual

Homosexuelle 
(noun, 
singular)
a female 
homosexual

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
used for both 
genders

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
male 
homosexuals

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
female 
homosexuals

Homosexualit
ät, 
homosexuality

homosexuell 
(adj. singular)
used for both 
genders
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31 32 41 42 43 44 51 52 53 54

Date of 
publication

Name of 
publication

Article Original Title Original 
name of 
Category

Length 
(numbe
r of 
words)

Topic

180207B_12456 07.02.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/olympia/pyeongchang/auch-eine-schweizerin-hat-sich-geoutet-rekord-13-schwule-und-lesben-bei-olympia-id7948559.html

Auch eine 
Schweizerin hat sich 
geoutet

Sport, 
Olympia 320

LGBT 
community at 
olympic games

both 
genders 0 0 0 2 0 2 2 1 0 0

180201B_2 01.02.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/anonyme-melden-entgleisungen-in-sozialen-medien-meldezentrale-verpfeift-facebook-suender-id7907838.html

Entgleisungen in 
sozialen Medien
Meldezentrale News, politics 529

Homophobica on 
social media

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180130B_24.1 30.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/schweiz/schwule-fussballer-und-illegale-wetten-srf-bestatter-tappt-in-die-klischee-falle-id7914130.html

Schwule Fussballer 
und illegale Wetten
SRF-«Bestatter» 

People, 
people 
Switzerland 496 TV show male 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

180130B_24 30.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/menschliche-ueberreste-in-blumenkuebeln-gefunden-kanadischer-schwulen-moerder-toetete-mindestens-fuenf-maenner-id7909777.html

Menschliche 
Überreste in 
Blumenkübeln 

News, world 
news 291 violence male 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0

180129M_124 29.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/finance/news/story/-Trump-kam--Trump-sah--Trump-siegte--22441419
CNN-Anchor 
Richard Quest Economy 1251

World economic 
forum

both 
genders 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180129B_2 29.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/geschichten-rund-um-die-sfl-award-night-fcb-wicky-zeigt-sein-us-girl-schiri-erlachner-seinen-lover-id7909666.html

Geschichten rund um 
die SFL Award Night
FCB-Wicky zeigt Sport, football 730

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180129M_24 29.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Kanadischer-Serienmoerder-toetete-mindestens-fuenf-Maenner-13836784

Serienkiller in 
Kanada gefasst 
Zerstückelte World news 171 violence male 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0

180128B_25 28.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/sundance-film-festival-schweizer-dokfilm-von-christian-frei-am-sundance-ausgezeichnet-id7902958.html

Sundance Film 
Festival
Schweizer Dokfilm 

People, 
cinema 331

Sundance Film 
Festival male 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

180126M_24 26.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Wenn-sich-Kicker-kuessen-22906500
Schwule Fussballer
Schweizer Film 

Entertainment
, cinema 647

documenatary 
about gay soccer 
player male 0 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

180125B_2 25.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/urteil-am-europaeischen-menschengerichtshof-homosexualitaets-tests-fuer-asylbewerber-unzulaessig-id7891737.html

Urteil am 
europäischen 
Menschengerichtshof News, politics 362

homosexual 
refugees male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180125M_2 25.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/ausland/news/story/Homosexualitaetstest-fuer-Asylbewerber-unzulaessig-29520869
Europäischer 
Gerichtshof World news 384

homosexual 
refugees male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180124B_24 24.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/tennis/wegen-rassismus-vorwuerfen-tennys-sensation-sandgren-rechnet-mit-medien-ab-id7885254.html

Wegen Rassismus-
Vorwürfen
Tennys-Sensation Sports, tennis 300

Homophobia in 
tennis

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

180124M_12 24.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/So-beeinflusste--MeToo-die-Oscar-Nominierungen-25049914

James Franco als 
grosser Verlierer
So hat #MeToo die 

Entertainment
, cinema 1129 LGBT cinema

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180123B_2345 23.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/wirtschaft/gay-ski-week-macht-den-ort-weltbekannt-aaaah-rosa-ist-die-schwulenhauptstadt-der-alpen-id7871333.html

Gay Ski Week macht 
den Ort weltbekannt
Aaaah-Rosa ist die 

News, 
economy 432

Gay ski weekend 
Arosa male 11 2 1 0 0 3 1 0 0 0

180123M_2 23.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/news/story/Schweizer-verschweigen-Daten-dem-Telefonbuch-15326992
Weniger Einträge
Schweizer wollen Switzerland 306 data privcay

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180122B_5 22.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/neue-serie-transmenschen-in-der-schweiz-fuer-mich-ist-andrea-immer-noch-ein-bisschen-andy-id7873435.html
Neue Serie: 
Transmenschen in People 925

documentary 
about transexuals female 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

180122M_14 22.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.tilllate.com/de/story/satisfaction-challenge?ref=20min-story

Russen provozieren 
mit «Homo»-Video

Entertainment 332
Homophobia in 
Russia male 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

lesbisch (adj. 
Singular)
lesbian

lesbische (adj. 
Plural)
lesbian

Lesbe (noun, 
singular)
lesbian

Lesben (noun, 
plural),
lesbian

gay Gay/s schwul (adj. 
Singular)
gay

schwule (adj. 
Plural)
gay

Schwuler 
(noun, 
singular)
a gay

Schwule 
(noun, plural)
gays
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180207B_12456 07.02.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/olympia/pyeongchang/auch-eine-schweizerin-hat-sich-geoutet-rekord-13-schwule-und-lesben-bei-olympia-id7948559.html

Auch eine 
Schweizerin hat sich 
geoutet

Sport, 
Olympia 320

LGBT 
community at 
olympic games

both 
genders 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180201B_2 01.02.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/anonyme-melden-entgleisungen-in-sozialen-medien-meldezentrale-verpfeift-facebook-suender-id7907838.html

Entgleisungen in 
sozialen Medien
Meldezentrale News, politics 529

Homophobica on 
social media

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180130B_24.1 30.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/schweiz/schwule-fussballer-und-illegale-wetten-srf-bestatter-tappt-in-die-klischee-falle-id7914130.html

Schwule Fussballer 
und illegale Wetten
SRF-«Bestatter» 

People, 
people 
Switzerland 496 TV show male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180130B_24 30.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/menschliche-ueberreste-in-blumenkuebeln-gefunden-kanadischer-schwulen-moerder-toetete-mindestens-fuenf-maenner-id7909777.html

Menschliche 
Überreste in 
Blumenkübeln 

News, world 
news 291 violence male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180129M_124 29.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/finance/news/story/-Trump-kam--Trump-sah--Trump-siegte--22441419
CNN-Anchor 
Richard Quest Economy 1251

World economic 
forum

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180129B_2 29.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/geschichten-rund-um-die-sfl-award-night-fcb-wicky-zeigt-sein-us-girl-schiri-erlachner-seinen-lover-id7909666.html

Geschichten rund um 
die SFL Award Night
FCB-Wicky zeigt Sport, football 730

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180129M_24 29.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Kanadischer-Serienmoerder-toetete-mindestens-fuenf-Maenner-13836784

Serienkiller in 
Kanada gefasst 
Zerstückelte World news 171 violence male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180128B_25 28.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/sundance-film-festival-schweizer-dokfilm-von-christian-frei-am-sundance-ausgezeichnet-id7902958.html

Sundance Film 
Festival
Schweizer Dokfilm 

People, 
cinema 331

Sundance Film 
Festival male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180126M_24 26.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Wenn-sich-Kicker-kuessen-22906500
Schwule Fussballer
Schweizer Film 

Entertainment
, cinema 647

documenatary 
about gay soccer 
player male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180125B_2 25.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/urteil-am-europaeischen-menschengerichtshof-homosexualitaets-tests-fuer-asylbewerber-unzulaessig-id7891737.html

Urteil am 
europäischen 
Menschengerichtshof News, politics 362

homosexual 
refugees male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180125M_2 25.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/ausland/news/story/Homosexualitaetstest-fuer-Asylbewerber-unzulaessig-29520869
Europäischer 
Gerichtshof World news 384

homosexual 
refugees male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180124B_24 24.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/tennis/wegen-rassismus-vorwuerfen-tennys-sensation-sandgren-rechnet-mit-medien-ab-id7885254.html

Wegen Rassismus-
Vorwürfen
Tennys-Sensation Sports, tennis 300

Homophobia in 
tennis

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180124M_12 24.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/So-beeinflusste--MeToo-die-Oscar-Nominierungen-25049914

James Franco als 
grosser Verlierer
So hat #MeToo die 

Entertainment
, cinema 1129 LGBT cinema

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180123B_2345 23.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/wirtschaft/gay-ski-week-macht-den-ort-weltbekannt-aaaah-rosa-ist-die-schwulenhauptstadt-der-alpen-id7871333.html

Gay Ski Week macht 
den Ort weltbekannt
Aaaah-Rosa ist die 

News, 
economy 432

Gay ski weekend 
Arosa male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180123M_2 23.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/news/story/Schweizer-verschweigen-Daten-dem-Telefonbuch-15326992
Weniger Einträge
Schweizer wollen Switzerland 306 data privcay

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180122B_5 22.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/neue-serie-transmenschen-in-der-schweiz-fuer-mich-ist-andrea-immer-noch-ein-bisschen-andy-id7873435.html
Neue Serie: 
Transmenschen in People 925

documentary 
about transexuals female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180122M_14 22.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.tilllate.com/de/story/satisfaction-challenge?ref=20min-story

Russen provozieren 
mit «Homo»-Video

Entertainment 332
Homophobia in 
Russia male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

bisexuelle 
(noun, 
singular)
a female 
bisexual

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
used for both 
genders

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
male 
bisexuals

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
female 
bisexuals

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

bisexuelle 
l(adj. plural)
used for both 
genders

bisexuell (adj., 
singular)
male bisexual

bisexuelle 
(adj. plural)
male bisexual

bisexuell (adj. 
singular)
female 
bisexual

bisexuelle 
(adj. plural)
female 
bisexual

bisexueller 
(noun, 
singular)
a male 
bisexual

Bisexualität
bisexuality

bisexuell (adj. 
singular)
used for both 
genders
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Category
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words)

Topic LGBT(QIA)

180121B_24 21.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/solothurner-filmtage-wenn-die-liebe-einen-ins-abseits-kickt-mario-id7901563.html

Solothurner Filmtage
Wenn die Liebe einen 
ins Abseits kickt: 

People, 
cinema 576

documenatary 
about gay soccer 
player male 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180121M_5 21.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/tv/story/-Friends--ist-homophob-und-sexistisch-14661358

Homophobie, 
Sexismus, Fat-
Shaming 2018 ist 

Entertainment
, TV 1139

political 
correctness female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180118M_234 18.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/basel/story/Muslime-sollen-im-Sommer-zu-Hause-bleiben-23437569
Halbnackte Frauen
Muslime sollen im 

Switzerland, 
Basel 527

homophobia and 
islam

both 
genders 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180115B_25 15.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/tennis/auf-diesem-platz-wuerde-ich-nicht-spielen-tennis-legende-king-greift-erzrivalin-court-an-id7845168.html

«Auf diesem Platz 
würde ich nicht 
spielen» Sport, tennis 343

homophobia in 
tennis

both 
genders 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180114M_14 14.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Der-Fruehling-wird-ein-Fest-fuer-Cineasten-27270227

Heisser Film-
Frühling 8 Oscar-
Favoriten, die Sie 

Entertainment
, cinema 749 LGBT cinema

both 
genders 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180114M_2 14.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/wissen/gesundheit/story/Botox-fuer-die-Hoden-und-Penis-Bleaching-ist-keine-gute-Idee-23631787
Gefährliche Trends
Penis-Bleaching und 

Knowledge, 
health 1463 beauty trends male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

180109B_2 09.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/gleiche-rechte-in-down-under-erste-homo-ehen-in-australien-geschlossen-id7819792.html

Gleiche Rechte in 
Down Under
Erste Homo-Ehen in 

News, world 
news 193

same-sex 
marriage in 
Australia

both 
genders 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180109B_245 09.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/gaeste-wurden-festgenommen-schwulen-hochzeit-in-saudi-arabien-gestuermt-id7822800.html

Gäste wurden 
festgenommen
Schwulen-Hochzeit 

News, world 
news 346

homophobia and 
Islam male 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0

180108B_2 08.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/milliardenschwerer-nachwuchs-in-leicester-dieser-19-jaehrige-ist-der-reichste-kicker-der-welt-id7815326.html

Milliardenschwerer 
Nachwuchs in 
Leicester Sport, football 338

Homophobia in 
Brunei

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

180107B_2 07.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/video/people-tv/jetzt-singt-sie-schon-wieder-wird-carmen-geiss-die-neue-beatrice-egli-id7813771.html

Jetzt singt sie schon 
wieder
Wird Carmen Geiss Video, people 454 Showbusiness

both 
genders 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180104M_2 04.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/basel/story/War-der-Moerder-von-Georg-ein-religioeser-Hetzer--24630077

Basel War der 
Mörder von Georg 
ein religiöser Hetzer?

Switzerland, 
Basel 370

violence and 
murder

both 
genders 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0

180101M_45 01.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Zehntausende-warten-auf-das-grosse-Feuerwerk-24285207
Silvester-Bilanz
Attacken auf World news 764 violence 

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171229M_124 29.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.tilllate.com/de/story/jungs-werden-immer-schwuler-homosexualit%C3%A4t?ref=20min-story

Jungs werden immer 
schwuler

Entertainment 438
Youth and 
homosexuality male 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

171228B_2 28.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/mehrwertsteuer-adoption-und-bankgeheimnis-das-aendert-sich-2018-id7779001.html

Mehrwertsteuer, 
Adoption und 
Bankgeheimnis

News, 
Switzerland 773 adoption of LGBT rightsboth genders 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

171227B_1 27.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/initiative-liegt-seit-fuenf-jahren-in-bern-kommt-jetzt-endlich-die-ehe-fuer-alle-id7771724.html

Initiative liegt seit fünf 
Jahren in Bern
Kommt jetzt endlich 

News, 
Switzerland 38 same-sex marriage in Switzerlandboth genders 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171225B_25 25.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/samenspender-sind-online-sehr-gefragt-klick-fuer-klick-zum-wunschkind-id7768337.html

Samenspender sind 
online sehr gefragt
Klick für Klick zum 

News, 
Switzerland 617 reproductive medicinefemale 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 0

171223M_125 23.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Gegen-diesen-Becher-laufen-Konservative-Sturm-10763774
Starbucks in den 
USA World news 445 Starbucks female 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0

171222M_24 22.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/zuerich/story/Regli-10039392

SVP-Gemeinderat
Schwuler Politiker 
würde auf Regli 

Switzerland, 
Zurich 663 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0

171221M_2345 21.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/news/story/Selbst-SVP-Waehler-sind-fuer-die-Homo-Ehe-26756632

Umfrage Sogar die 
SVP-Basis ist für die 
Homo-Ehe Switzerland 610 same-sex marriage in Switzerlandboth genders 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0

171220B_24 20.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/schwuler-svp-nationalrat-antwortet-auf-analmuskel-spruch-seines-parteikollegen-daraus-spricht-mitleid-und-verachtung-id7753207.html

Schwuler SVP-
Nationalrat antwortet 
auf Analmuskel- News, politics 459 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
female 
homosexual

Homosexuelle
r (noun, 
singular)
a male 
homosexual

Homosexuelle 
(noun, 
singular)
a female 
homosexual

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
used for both 
genders

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
male 
homosexuals

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
female 
homosexuals

Homosexualit
ät, 
homosexuality

homosexuell 
(adj. singular)
used for both 
genders

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
used for both 
genders

homosexuell 
(adj., singular)
male 
homosexual

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
male 
homosexual

homosexuell 
(adj. singular)
female 
homosexual
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180121B_24 21.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/solothurner-filmtage-wenn-die-liebe-einen-ins-abseits-kickt-mario-id7901563.html

Solothurner Filmtage
Wenn die Liebe einen 
ins Abseits kickt: 

People, 
cinema 576

documenatary 
about gay soccer 
player male 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180121M_5 21.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/tv/story/-Friends--ist-homophob-und-sexistisch-14661358

Homophobie, 
Sexismus, Fat-
Shaming 2018 ist 

Entertainment
, TV 1139

political 
correctness female 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0

180118M_234 18.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/basel/story/Muslime-sollen-im-Sommer-zu-Hause-bleiben-23437569
Halbnackte Frauen
Muslime sollen im 

Switzerland, 
Basel 527

homophobia and 
islam

both 
genders 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

180115B_25 15.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/tennis/auf-diesem-platz-wuerde-ich-nicht-spielen-tennis-legende-king-greift-erzrivalin-court-an-id7845168.html

«Auf diesem Platz 
würde ich nicht 
spielen» Sport, tennis 343

homophobia in 
tennis

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

180114M_14 14.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Der-Fruehling-wird-ein-Fest-fuer-Cineasten-27270227

Heisser Film-
Frühling 8 Oscar-
Favoriten, die Sie 

Entertainment
, cinema 749 LGBT cinema

both 
genders 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180114M_2 14.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/wissen/gesundheit/story/Botox-fuer-die-Hoden-und-Penis-Bleaching-ist-keine-gute-Idee-23631787
Gefährliche Trends
Penis-Bleaching und 

Knowledge, 
health 1463 beauty trends male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180109B_2 09.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/gleiche-rechte-in-down-under-erste-homo-ehen-in-australien-geschlossen-id7819792.html

Gleiche Rechte in 
Down Under
Erste Homo-Ehen in 

News, world 
news 193

same-sex 
marriage in 
Australia

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180109B_245 09.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/gaeste-wurden-festgenommen-schwulen-hochzeit-in-saudi-arabien-gestuermt-id7822800.html

Gäste wurden 
festgenommen
Schwulen-Hochzeit 

News, world 
news 346

homophobia and 
Islam male 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 1 0 0

180108B_2 08.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/milliardenschwerer-nachwuchs-in-leicester-dieser-19-jaehrige-ist-der-reichste-kicker-der-welt-id7815326.html

Milliardenschwerer 
Nachwuchs in 
Leicester Sport, football 338

Homophobia in 
Brunei

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180107B_2 07.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/video/people-tv/jetzt-singt-sie-schon-wieder-wird-carmen-geiss-die-neue-beatrice-egli-id7813771.html

Jetzt singt sie schon 
wieder
Wird Carmen Geiss Video, people 454 Showbusiness

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180104M_2 04.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/basel/story/War-der-Moerder-von-Georg-ein-religioeser-Hetzer--24630077

Basel War der 
Mörder von Georg 
ein religiöser Hetzer?

Switzerland, 
Basel 370

violence and 
murder

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180101M_45 01.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Zehntausende-warten-auf-das-grosse-Feuerwerk-24285207
Silvester-Bilanz
Attacken auf World news 764 violence 

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

171229M_124 29.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.tilllate.com/de/story/jungs-werden-immer-schwuler-homosexualit%C3%A4t?ref=20min-story

Jungs werden immer 
schwuler

Entertainment 438
Youth and 
homosexuality male 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

171228B_2 28.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/mehrwertsteuer-adoption-und-bankgeheimnis-das-aendert-sich-2018-id7779001.html

Mehrwertsteuer, 
Adoption und 
Bankgeheimnis

News, 
Switzerland 773 adoption of LGBT rightsboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171227B_1 27.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/initiative-liegt-seit-fuenf-jahren-in-bern-kommt-jetzt-endlich-die-ehe-fuer-alle-id7771724.html

Initiative liegt seit fünf 
Jahren in Bern
Kommt jetzt endlich 

News, 
Switzerland 38 same-sex marriage in Switzerlandboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171225B_25 25.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/samenspender-sind-online-sehr-gefragt-klick-fuer-klick-zum-wunschkind-id7768337.html

Samenspender sind 
online sehr gefragt
Klick für Klick zum 

News, 
Switzerland 617 reproductive medicinefemale 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

171223M_125 23.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Gegen-diesen-Becher-laufen-Konservative-Sturm-10763774
Starbucks in den 
USA World news 445 Starbucks female 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 1

171222M_24 22.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/zuerich/story/Regli-10039392

SVP-Gemeinderat
Schwuler Politiker 
würde auf Regli 

Switzerland, 
Zurich 663 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171221M_2345 21.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/news/story/Selbst-SVP-Waehler-sind-fuer-die-Homo-Ehe-26756632

Umfrage Sogar die 
SVP-Basis ist für die 
Homo-Ehe Switzerland 610 same-sex marriage in Switzerlandboth genders 0 1 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

171220B_24 20.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/schwuler-svp-nationalrat-antwortet-auf-analmuskel-spruch-seines-parteikollegen-daraus-spricht-mitleid-und-verachtung-id7753207.html

Schwuler SVP-
Nationalrat antwortet 
auf Analmuskel- News, politics 459 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

lesbisch (adj. 
Singular)
lesbian

lesbische (adj. 
Plural)
lesbian

Lesbe (noun, 
singular)
lesbian

Lesben (noun, 
plural),
lesbian

gay Gay/s schwul (adj. 
Singular)
gay

schwule (adj. 
Plural)
gay

Schwuler 
(noun, 
singular)
a gay

Schwule 
(noun, plural)
gays
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180121B_24 21.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/solothurner-filmtage-wenn-die-liebe-einen-ins-abseits-kickt-mario-id7901563.html

Solothurner Filmtage
Wenn die Liebe einen 
ins Abseits kickt: 

People, 
cinema 576

documenatary 
about gay soccer 
player male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180121M_5 21.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/tv/story/-Friends--ist-homophob-und-sexistisch-14661358

Homophobie, 
Sexismus, Fat-
Shaming 2018 ist 

Entertainment
, TV 1139

political 
correctness female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180118M_234 18.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/basel/story/Muslime-sollen-im-Sommer-zu-Hause-bleiben-23437569
Halbnackte Frauen
Muslime sollen im 

Switzerland, 
Basel 527

homophobia and 
islam

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180115B_25 15.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/tennis/auf-diesem-platz-wuerde-ich-nicht-spielen-tennis-legende-king-greift-erzrivalin-court-an-id7845168.html

«Auf diesem Platz 
würde ich nicht 
spielen» Sport, tennis 343

homophobia in 
tennis

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180114M_14 14.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Der-Fruehling-wird-ein-Fest-fuer-Cineasten-27270227

Heisser Film-
Frühling 8 Oscar-
Favoriten, die Sie 

Entertainment
, cinema 749 LGBT cinema

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180114M_2 14.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/wissen/gesundheit/story/Botox-fuer-die-Hoden-und-Penis-Bleaching-ist-keine-gute-Idee-23631787
Gefährliche Trends
Penis-Bleaching und 

Knowledge, 
health 1463 beauty trends male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180109B_2 09.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/gleiche-rechte-in-down-under-erste-homo-ehen-in-australien-geschlossen-id7819792.html

Gleiche Rechte in 
Down Under
Erste Homo-Ehen in 

News, world 
news 193

same-sex 
marriage in 
Australia

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180109B_245 09.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/gaeste-wurden-festgenommen-schwulen-hochzeit-in-saudi-arabien-gestuermt-id7822800.html

Gäste wurden 
festgenommen
Schwulen-Hochzeit 

News, world 
news 346

homophobia and 
Islam male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180108B_2 08.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/milliardenschwerer-nachwuchs-in-leicester-dieser-19-jaehrige-ist-der-reichste-kicker-der-welt-id7815326.html

Milliardenschwerer 
Nachwuchs in 
Leicester Sport, football 338

Homophobia in 
Brunei

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180107B_2 07.01.2018 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/video/people-tv/jetzt-singt-sie-schon-wieder-wird-carmen-geiss-die-neue-beatrice-egli-id7813771.html

Jetzt singt sie schon 
wieder
Wird Carmen Geiss Video, people 454 Showbusiness

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180104M_2 04.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/basel/story/War-der-Moerder-von-Georg-ein-religioeser-Hetzer--24630077

Basel War der 
Mörder von Georg 
ein religiöser Hetzer?

Switzerland, 
Basel 370

violence and 
murder

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

180101M_45 01.01.2018 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Zehntausende-warten-auf-das-grosse-Feuerwerk-24285207
Silvester-Bilanz
Attacken auf World news 764 violence 

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171229M_124 29.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.tilllate.com/de/story/jungs-werden-immer-schwuler-homosexualit%C3%A4t?ref=20min-story

Jungs werden immer 
schwuler

Entertainment 438
Youth and 
homosexuality male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171228B_2 28.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/mehrwertsteuer-adoption-und-bankgeheimnis-das-aendert-sich-2018-id7779001.html

Mehrwertsteuer, 
Adoption und 
Bankgeheimnis

News, 
Switzerland 773 adoption of LGBT rightsboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171227B_1 27.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/initiative-liegt-seit-fuenf-jahren-in-bern-kommt-jetzt-endlich-die-ehe-fuer-alle-id7771724.html

Initiative liegt seit fünf 
Jahren in Bern
Kommt jetzt endlich 

News, 
Switzerland 38 same-sex marriage in Switzerlandboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171225B_25 25.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/samenspender-sind-online-sehr-gefragt-klick-fuer-klick-zum-wunschkind-id7768337.html

Samenspender sind 
online sehr gefragt
Klick für Klick zum 

News, 
Switzerland 617 reproductive medicinefemale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171223M_125 23.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Gegen-diesen-Becher-laufen-Konservative-Sturm-10763774
Starbucks in den 
USA World news 445 Starbucks female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171222M_24 22.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/zuerich/story/Regli-10039392

SVP-Gemeinderat
Schwuler Politiker 
würde auf Regli 

Switzerland, 
Zurich 663 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171221M_2345 21.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/news/story/Selbst-SVP-Waehler-sind-fuer-die-Homo-Ehe-26756632

Umfrage Sogar die 
SVP-Basis ist für die 
Homo-Ehe Switzerland 610 same-sex marriage in Switzerlandboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171220B_24 20.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/schwuler-svp-nationalrat-antwortet-auf-analmuskel-spruch-seines-parteikollegen-daraus-spricht-mitleid-und-verachtung-id7753207.html

Schwuler SVP-
Nationalrat antwortet 
auf Analmuskel- News, politics 459 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

bisexuelle 
(noun, 
singular)
a female 
bisexual

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
used for both 
genders

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
male 
bisexuals

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
female 
bisexuals

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

bisexuelle 
l(adj. plural)
used for both 
genders

bisexuell (adj., 
singular)
male bisexual

bisexuelle 
(adj. plural)
male bisexual

bisexuell (adj. 
singular)
female 
bisexual

bisexuelle 
(adj. plural)
female 
bisexual

bisexueller 
(noun, 
singular)
a male 
bisexual

Bisexualität
bisexuality

bisexuell (adj. 
singular)
used for both 
genders
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Date of 
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Name of 
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Length 
(numbe
r of 
words)

Topic LGBT(QIA)

171219B_2 19.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/zuerich/analmuskel-spruch-bei-der-budgetdebatte-zuercher-svp-politiker-spottet-ueber-schwule-id7750817.html

Analmuskel-Spruch 
bei der Budgetdebatte
Zürcher SVP-

News, 
Switzerland 311 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0

171219M_24 19.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/zuerich/story/-Analmuskel-haelt-nicht-mehr-was-er-verspricht--22781901
SVPler brüskiert 
Schwule

Switzerland, 
Zurich 700 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0

171219M_4 19.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/tennis/story/Rafael-Nadal-wird-zur-Schwulen-Ikone-22475939
«The Rafa Play»
Rafael Nadal wird Sport, football 332 Rafa Nadal is a gay iconmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171217B_2 17.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/schiri-erlachners-erster-auftritt-nach-coming-out-jetzt-freue-ich-mich-auf-ruhigere-wochen-id7740089.html

Schiri Erlachners 
erster Auftritt nach 
Coming-Out Sport, football 375 Erlachner Coming Outmale 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171215B_2 15.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/bern/sieben-monate-gefaengnis-fuer-berner-migrationsbeamten-er-zweigte-430000-franken-fuer-seine-online-flirts-ab-id7733876.html

Sieben Monate 
Gefängnis für Berner 
Migrationsbeamten

News, 
Switzerland 528 scandal in Swiss administrationmale 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171215B_24 15.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/schweiz/gossipa-und-tamara-cantieni-geraten-sich-in-die-haare-mega-zoff-wegen-patty-boser-bei-boser-boeser-id7731556.html

Gossipa und Tamara 
Cantieni geraten sich 
in die Haare

People, 
people 
Switzerland 285 Showbusiness male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

171214B_24 14.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/53-solothurner-filmtage-solothurner-filmtage-bringen-tabuthema-auf-die-leinwand-id7727269.html

53. Solothurner 
Filmtage
Solothurner Filmtage 

People, 
cinema 550 documenatary about gay soccer playermale 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171214M_1245 14.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/ausland/news/story/Bermuda-kippt-Homo-Ehe-nach-nur-6-Monaten-10956049
Neue Regierung, 
neuer Standpunkt World news 517 same-sex marriage in Bermudaboth genders 3 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

171214M_2456 14.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/wissen/news/story/Liegt-Homosexualitaet-etwa-doch-in-den-Genen--19649074

Studie mit Männern

Liegt Homosexualität 
Knowledge, 
news 629 biological reasons for homosexualitymale 0 14 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

171213B_2 13.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/wahlen-in-alabama-roy-moore-verliert-ueberraschend-gegen-demokraten-doug-jones-id7719697.html

Demokrat Doug 
Jones gewählt
Republikaner Roy 

News, world 
news 323 local elections USAboth genders 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212M_2 12.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/-gyptische-Saengerin-muss-wegen-sexy-Video-in-Haft-28852853
Zwei Jahre 
Gefängnis World news 275 Egypt puts female pop star in prison both genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

171212B_24 12.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/ex-schiri-rafati-prophezeit-erlachner-erwarten-schwule-sau-gesaenge-id7716548.html

Ex-Schiri-Rafati 
prophezeit
«Erlachner erwarten Sport, football 491 Erlachner Coming Outmale 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212M_12346 12.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/fussball/story/-Outing-eines-Fussballers-haette-Signalwirkung--28380341
Schiri-Coming-out
«Outing eines Sport, football 512 Erlachner Coming Outmale 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/lausanne-kololli-ueber-erlachner-outing-hoffe-nicht-dass-es-bei-uns-auch-einen-homosexuellen-hat-id7711810.html

Lausanne-Kololli über 
Erlachner-Outing
«Hoffe nicht, dass es Sport, football 329 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/pink-cross-gluecklich-ueber-outing-von-schiri-erlachner-fussball-ist-eine-der-letzten-homophoben-bastionen-id7708605.html

Pink Cross glücklich 
über Outing von 
Schiri Erlachner News, politics 225 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/spanien-ref-tomillero-nach-seinem-coming-out-ich-bekam-sogar-todesdrohungen-id7713506.html

Spanien-Ref 
Tomillero nach 
seinem Coming-out Sport, football 519 Tomillero coming outmale 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

171211B_245 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/lesbische-ramona-bachmann-zum-erlachner-outing-ich-hoffe-es-traut-sich-bald-ein-spieler-id7714426.html

Lesbische Ramona 
Bachmann zum 
Erlachner-Outing Sport, football 897 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_25 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/serbische-premier-auf-blitzbesuch-in-der-schweiz-den-haag-hat-uns-nicht-versoehnt-id7706408.html

Serbische Premier 
auf Blitzbesuch in der 
Schweiz News, politics 1048 Serbian permier minister visit in Switzerlandfemale 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211M_6 11.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/community/stories/story/-Im-Tantra-Seminar-hat-sie-sich-verknallt---31908498
Doktor Sex
«Im Tantra-Seminar Community 630 advise bisexuality 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_2456 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/dafuer-hat-er-meinen-respekt-reaktionen-aus-sport-politik-und-show-zum-erlachner-outing-id7709385.html

Reaktionen aus 
Sport, Politik und 
Show zum Erlachner- Sport 1231

Erlachner 
Coming out male 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0

171210B_234 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/das-meint-blick-zum-outing-des-schiris-fuer-seinen-mut-haette-erlachner-eine-standing-ovation-verdient-id7705719.html

Das meint BLICK 
zum Outing des 
Schiris Sport, football 279

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_235 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/ich-bin-schwul-na-und-pascal-erlachner-outet-sich-als-erster-spitzen-schiri-id7705546.html

«Ich bin schwul – na 
und?»
Pascal Erlachner Sport, football 2979

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 14 0 3 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_24 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/beleidigt-diskriminiert-suspendiert-diese-erfahrungen-machten-schwule-schiris-in-europa-id7707921.html

Nach Erlachner-
Outing
Diese Erfahrungen Sport, football 490

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

171210M_24 10.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/fussball/story/-Ja--ich-bin-schwul--31659292
Schweizer 
Schiedsrichter Sport, football 488

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171207B_245 07.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/australien-australisches-parlament-beschliesst-ehe-fuer-alle-id7697462.html

Australien
Australisches 
Parlament 

News, world 
news 238

same-sex 
marriage in 
Australia

both 
genders 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total number of 
articles: 62

Total 
number of 
words: 20 80 1 17 17 15 2 3 3 0 20 30 0
Number of 
words with 
the same root 
(Homosex.) 188

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
female 
homosexual

Homosexuelle
r (noun, 
singular)
a male 
homosexual

Homosexuelle 
(noun, 
singular)
a female 
homosexual

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
used for both 
genders

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
male 
homosexuals

Homosexuelle 
(noun, plural)
female 
homosexuals

Homosexualit
ät, 
homosexuality

homosexuell 
(adj. singular)
used for both 
genders

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
used for both 
genders

homosexuell 
(adj., singular)
male 
homosexual

homosexuelle 
(adj. plural)
male 
homosexual

homosexuell 
(adj. singular)
female 
homosexual
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171219B_2 19.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/zuerich/analmuskel-spruch-bei-der-budgetdebatte-zuercher-svp-politiker-spottet-ueber-schwule-id7750817.html

Analmuskel-Spruch 
bei der Budgetdebatte
Zürcher SVP-

News, 
Switzerland 311 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171219M_24 19.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/zuerich/story/-Analmuskel-haelt-nicht-mehr-was-er-verspricht--22781901
SVPler brüskiert 
Schwule

Switzerland, 
Zurich 700 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 0

171219M_4 19.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/tennis/story/Rafael-Nadal-wird-zur-Schwulen-Ikone-22475939
«The Rafa Play»
Rafael Nadal wird Sport, football 332 Rafa Nadal is a gay iconmale 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0

171217B_2 17.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/schiri-erlachners-erster-auftritt-nach-coming-out-jetzt-freue-ich-mich-auf-ruhigere-wochen-id7740089.html

Schiri Erlachners 
erster Auftritt nach 
Coming-Out Sport, football 375 Erlachner Coming Outmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171215B_2 15.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/bern/sieben-monate-gefaengnis-fuer-berner-migrationsbeamten-er-zweigte-430000-franken-fuer-seine-online-flirts-ab-id7733876.html

Sieben Monate 
Gefängnis für Berner 
Migrationsbeamten

News, 
Switzerland 528 scandal in Swiss administrationmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171215B_24 15.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/schweiz/gossipa-und-tamara-cantieni-geraten-sich-in-die-haare-mega-zoff-wegen-patty-boser-bei-boser-boeser-id7731556.html

Gossipa und Tamara 
Cantieni geraten sich 
in die Haare

People, 
people 
Switzerland 285 Showbusiness male 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0

171214B_24 14.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/53-solothurner-filmtage-solothurner-filmtage-bringen-tabuthema-auf-die-leinwand-id7727269.html

53. Solothurner 
Filmtage
Solothurner Filmtage 

People, 
cinema 550 documenatary about gay soccer playermale 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171214M_1245 14.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/ausland/news/story/Bermuda-kippt-Homo-Ehe-nach-nur-6-Monaten-10956049
Neue Regierung, 
neuer Standpunkt World news 517 same-sex marriage in Bermudaboth genders 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

171214M_2456 14.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/wissen/news/story/Liegt-Homosexualitaet-etwa-doch-in-den-Genen--19649074

Studie mit Männern

Liegt Homosexualität 
Knowledge, 
news 629 biological reasons for homosexualitymale 0 0 4 0 0 3 1 0 0 3

171213B_2 13.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/wahlen-in-alabama-roy-moore-verliert-ueberraschend-gegen-demokraten-doug-jones-id7719697.html

Demokrat Doug 
Jones gewählt
Republikaner Roy 

News, world 
news 323 local elections USAboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212M_2 12.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/-gyptische-Saengerin-muss-wegen-sexy-Video-in-Haft-28852853
Zwei Jahre 
Gefängnis World news 275 Egypt puts female pop star in prison both genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212B_24 12.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/ex-schiri-rafati-prophezeit-erlachner-erwarten-schwule-sau-gesaenge-id7716548.html

Ex-Schiri-Rafati 
prophezeit
«Erlachner erwarten Sport, football 491 Erlachner Coming Outmale 0 0 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212M_12346 12.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/fussball/story/-Outing-eines-Fussballers-haette-Signalwirkung--28380341
Schiri-Coming-out
«Outing eines Sport, football 512 Erlachner Coming Outmale 1 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/lausanne-kololli-ueber-erlachner-outing-hoffe-nicht-dass-es-bei-uns-auch-einen-homosexuellen-hat-id7711810.html

Lausanne-Kololli über 
Erlachner-Outing
«Hoffe nicht, dass es Sport, football 329 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/pink-cross-gluecklich-ueber-outing-von-schiri-erlachner-fussball-ist-eine-der-letzten-homophoben-bastionen-id7708605.html

Pink Cross glücklich 
über Outing von 
Schiri Erlachner News, politics 225 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/spanien-ref-tomillero-nach-seinem-coming-out-ich-bekam-sogar-todesdrohungen-id7713506.html

Spanien-Ref 
Tomillero nach 
seinem Coming-out Sport, football 519 Tomillero coming outmale 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_245 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/lesbische-ramona-bachmann-zum-erlachner-outing-ich-hoffe-es-traut-sich-bald-ein-spieler-id7714426.html

Lesbische Ramona 
Bachmann zum 
Erlachner-Outing Sport, football 897 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

171211B_25 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/serbische-premier-auf-blitzbesuch-in-der-schweiz-den-haag-hat-uns-nicht-versoehnt-id7706408.html

Serbische Premier 
auf Blitzbesuch in der 
Schweiz News, politics 1048 Serbian permier minister visit in Switzerlandfemale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

171211M_6 11.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/community/stories/story/-Im-Tantra-Seminar-hat-sie-sich-verknallt---31908498
Doktor Sex
«Im Tantra-Seminar Community 630 advise bisexuality 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_2456 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/dafuer-hat-er-meinen-respekt-reaktionen-aus-sport-politik-und-show-zum-erlachner-outing-id7709385.html

Reaktionen aus 
Sport, Politik und 
Show zum Erlachner- Sport 1231

Erlachner 
Coming out male 0 0 3 1 1 2 0 1 0 0

171210B_234 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/das-meint-blick-zum-outing-des-schiris-fuer-seinen-mut-haette-erlachner-eine-standing-ovation-verdient-id7705719.html

Das meint BLICK 
zum Outing des 
Schiris Sport, football 279

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 1 0 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

171210B_235 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/ich-bin-schwul-na-und-pascal-erlachner-outet-sich-als-erster-spitzen-schiri-id7705546.html

«Ich bin schwul – na 
und?»
Pascal Erlachner Sport, football 2979

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 15 5 0 7 0 1 0 0

171210B_24 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/beleidigt-diskriminiert-suspendiert-diese-erfahrungen-machten-schwule-schiris-in-europa-id7707921.html

Nach Erlachner-
Outing
Diese Erfahrungen Sport, football 490

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0

171210M_24 10.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/fussball/story/-Ja--ich-bin-schwul--31659292
Schweizer 
Schiedsrichter Sport, football 488

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171207B_245 07.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/australien-australisches-parlament-beschliesst-ehe-fuer-alle-id7697462.html

Australien
Australisches 
Parlament 

News, world 
news 238

same-sex 
marriage in 
Australia

both 
genders 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0

Total number of 
articles: 62

Total 
number of 
words: 15 4 74 19 3 44 18 6 4 6
Number of 
words with 
the same root 
(Homosex.) 19 140 34

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

lesbisch (adj. 
Singular)
lesbian

lesbische (adj. 
Plural)
lesbian

Lesbe (noun, 
singular)
lesbian

Lesben (noun, 
plural),
lesbian

gay Gay/s schwul (adj. 
Singular)
gay

schwule (adj. 
Plural)
gay

Schwuler 
(noun, 
singular)
a gay

Schwule 
(noun, plural)
gays
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61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72

Date of 
publication

Name of 
publication

Article Original Title Original 
name of 
Category

Length 
(numbe
r of 
words)

Topic

171219B_2 19.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/zuerich/analmuskel-spruch-bei-der-budgetdebatte-zuercher-svp-politiker-spottet-ueber-schwule-id7750817.html

Analmuskel-Spruch 
bei der Budgetdebatte
Zürcher SVP-

News, 
Switzerland 311 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171219M_24 19.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/zuerich/story/-Analmuskel-haelt-nicht-mehr-was-er-verspricht--22781901
SVPler brüskiert 
Schwule

Switzerland, 
Zurich 700 right-wing politican insults homosexualsmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171219M_4 19.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/tennis/story/Rafael-Nadal-wird-zur-Schwulen-Ikone-22475939
«The Rafa Play»
Rafael Nadal wird Sport, football 332 Rafa Nadal is a gay iconmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171217B_2 17.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/schiri-erlachners-erster-auftritt-nach-coming-out-jetzt-freue-ich-mich-auf-ruhigere-wochen-id7740089.html

Schiri Erlachners 
erster Auftritt nach 
Coming-Out Sport, football 375 Erlachner Coming Outmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171215B_2 15.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/schweiz/bern/sieben-monate-gefaengnis-fuer-berner-migrationsbeamten-er-zweigte-430000-franken-fuer-seine-online-flirts-ab-id7733876.html

Sieben Monate 
Gefängnis für Berner 
Migrationsbeamten

News, 
Switzerland 528 scandal in Swiss administrationmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171215B_24 15.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/schweiz/gossipa-und-tamara-cantieni-geraten-sich-in-die-haare-mega-zoff-wegen-patty-boser-bei-boser-boeser-id7731556.html

Gossipa und Tamara 
Cantieni geraten sich 
in die Haare

People, 
people 
Switzerland 285 Showbusiness male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171214B_24 14.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/53-solothurner-filmtage-solothurner-filmtage-bringen-tabuthema-auf-die-leinwand-id7727269.html

53. Solothurner 
Filmtage
Solothurner Filmtage 

People, 
cinema 550 documenatary about gay soccer playermale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171214M_1245 14.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/ausland/news/story/Bermuda-kippt-Homo-Ehe-nach-nur-6-Monaten-10956049
Neue Regierung, 
neuer Standpunkt World news 517 same-sex marriage in Bermudaboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171214M_2456 14.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/wissen/news/story/Liegt-Homosexualitaet-etwa-doch-in-den-Genen--19649074

Studie mit Männern

Liegt Homosexualität 
Knowledge, 
news 629 biological reasons for homosexualitymale 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171213B_2 13.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/wahlen-in-alabama-roy-moore-verliert-ueberraschend-gegen-demokraten-doug-jones-id7719697.html

Demokrat Doug 
Jones gewählt
Republikaner Roy 

News, world 
news 323 local elections USAboth genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212M_2 12.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/-gyptische-Saengerin-muss-wegen-sexy-Video-in-Haft-28852853
Zwei Jahre 
Gefängnis World news 275 Egypt puts female pop star in prison both genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212B_24 12.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/ex-schiri-rafati-prophezeit-erlachner-erwarten-schwule-sau-gesaenge-id7716548.html

Ex-Schiri-Rafati 
prophezeit
«Erlachner erwarten Sport, football 491 Erlachner Coming Outmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171212M_12346 12.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/fussball/story/-Outing-eines-Fussballers-haette-Signalwirkung--28380341
Schiri-Coming-out
«Outing eines Sport, football 512 Erlachner Coming Outmale 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/lausanne-kololli-ueber-erlachner-outing-hoffe-nicht-dass-es-bei-uns-auch-einen-homosexuellen-hat-id7711810.html

Lausanne-Kololli über 
Erlachner-Outing
«Hoffe nicht, dass es Sport, football 329 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/pink-cross-gluecklich-ueber-outing-von-schiri-erlachner-fussball-ist-eine-der-letzten-homophoben-bastionen-id7708605.html

Pink Cross glücklich 
über Outing von 
Schiri Erlachner News, politics 225 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_24 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/spanien-ref-tomillero-nach-seinem-coming-out-ich-bekam-sogar-todesdrohungen-id7713506.html

Spanien-Ref 
Tomillero nach 
seinem Coming-out Sport, football 519 Tomillero coming outmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_245 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/lesbische-ramona-bachmann-zum-erlachner-outing-ich-hoffe-es-traut-sich-bald-ein-spieler-id7714426.html

Lesbische Ramona 
Bachmann zum 
Erlachner-Outing Sport, football 897 Erlachner Coming outmale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211B_25 11.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/serbische-premier-auf-blitzbesuch-in-der-schweiz-den-haag-hat-uns-nicht-versoehnt-id7706408.html

Serbische Premier 
auf Blitzbesuch in der 
Schweiz News, politics 1048 Serbian permier minister visit in Switzerlandfemale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171211M_6 11.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/community/stories/story/-Im-Tantra-Seminar-hat-sie-sich-verknallt---31908498
Doktor Sex
«Im Tantra-Seminar Community 630 advise bisexuality 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_2456 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/dafuer-hat-er-meinen-respekt-reaktionen-aus-sport-politik-und-show-zum-erlachner-outing-id7709385.html

Reaktionen aus 
Sport, Politik und 
Show zum Erlachner- Sport 1231

Erlachner 
Coming out male 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_234 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/das-meint-blick-zum-outing-des-schiris-fuer-seinen-mut-haette-erlachner-eine-standing-ovation-verdient-id7705719.html

Das meint BLICK 
zum Outing des 
Schiris Sport, football 279

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_235 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/ich-bin-schwul-na-und-pascal-erlachner-outet-sich-als-erster-spitzen-schiri-id7705546.html

«Ich bin schwul – na 
und?»
Pascal Erlachner Sport, football 2979

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210B_24 10.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/beleidigt-diskriminiert-suspendiert-diese-erfahrungen-machten-schwule-schiris-in-europa-id7707921.html

Nach Erlachner-
Outing
Diese Erfahrungen Sport, football 490

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171210M_24 10.12.2017 20minuten.ch http://www.20min.ch/sport/fussball/story/-Ja--ich-bin-schwul--31659292
Schweizer 
Schiedsrichter Sport, football 488

Erlachner 
Coming Out male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

171207B_245 07.12.2017 blick.ch https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/australien-australisches-parlament-beschliesst-ehe-fuer-alle-id7697462.html

Australien
Australisches 
Parlament 

News, world 
news 238

same-sex 
marriage in 
Australia

both 
genders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total number of 
articles: 62

Total 
number of 
words: 1 3 2 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
Number of 
words with 
the same root 
(Homosex.) 10

bisexuelle 
(noun, 
singular)
a female 
bisexual

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
used for both 
genders

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
male 
bisexuals

Bisexuelle 
(noun, plural)
female 
bisexuals

Article code
time period: 
07.12.2017 - 
07.02.2018

focus 
(male, 
female 
or used 
for 
homose
xuality of 
both 
genders)

bisexuelle 
l(adj. plural)
used for both 
genders

bisexuell (adj., 
singular)
male bisexual

bisexuelle 
(adj. plural)
male bisexual

bisexuell (adj. 
singular)
female 
bisexual

bisexuelle 
(adj. plural)
female 
bisexual

bisexueller 
(noun, 
singular)
a male 
bisexual

Bisexualität
bisexuality

bisexuell (adj. 
singular)
used for both 
genders
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Appendix II: Appearance of female, male or homosexuality referred to both genders 
 
Overall sample (62 articles) 
 

 

articles focusing on male 
homosexuality 

articles focusing on female 
homosexuality 

articles focusing on 
homosexuality of both 
genders 

articles focusing on 
bisexuality 

in total numbers 35 5 21 1 
in % of all articles 56.45% 8.06% 33.87% 1.61% 

 
 
 
20 articles analyzed by CDA 
 

 

articles focusing on male 
homosexuality 

articles focusing on female 
homosexuality 

articles focusing on 
homosexuality of both genders 

in total numbers 
10 2 8 

in % of all articles 
50.00% 10.00% 40.00% 
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Appendix III: Coding sheets for analysis of 20 articles (semiotic analysis) 
 

Article code 180207B_12456 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 07.02.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/sport/olympia/pyeongchang/auch-eine-schweizerin-hat-sich-
geoutet-rekord-13-schwule-und-lesben-bei-olympia-id7948559.html 
 

Headline Also a Swiss came out of the closet 
Record: 13 Gays and lesbians at Olympia 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
LGBT(QIA) 

 
- LGBT community 

- LGBT athletes 
- LGBT athletes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 

 
Figure skater Adam Rippon (USA) admits openly his 
homosexuality. 
 
Many athletes declare openly their homosexuality. 

 
Homosexuality is presented 
as something that is 
normally hidden. 
The text implies that it is a 
matter of secrecy. 
 
 

 
homosexuelle 
 
homosexual 
 
(adjective, used for 
both genders) 
 

 
Homosexual and bisexual athletes 
 
Homosexual and bisexual athletes 
 
Homosexual sport athletes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
homosexuell  
 
male homosexual 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
The Canadian Eric Radford (here with his dance 
partner Meagan Duhamel) is homosexual. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
homosexuell  
 
female homosexual 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
Snowboarder Belle Brockhoff (AUS) is also 
homosexual. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
schwule  
 
gay 
(adjective, plural) 
 

 
First time in Pyeongchang there are also openly gay 
(schwule) men. 

-  
The Belgian figure scater Jorik Hendrickx is one of 
four gay (schwule) men at Olympia 

 

 
Again the word openly is 
used. 
The appearance of gay men 
is presented as it is the first 
time in history that 
homosexuals are taking part 
at the Olympic games. 

 
Schwule and Lesben 
 
gays and lesbians 

 
Record! 13 gays (Schwule) and lesbians (Lesben) at 
Olympia  
 
LGBT community (lesbian, gays, bisexuals, 
transgender) 
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((Lesben, Schwule, Bisexuelle, Transgender)) 
 

 
lesbisch  
 
lesbian 
(adjective, singular) 
 

-  
Also the Swedish Ice hockey player Emilia Andersson 
Ramboldt is lesbian (lesbisch) 

 
Ski jumper Daniela Iraschko-Stolz (Austria) is lesbian 
(lesbisch) 
 

 

 
lesbische  
 
lesbian 
(adjective, plural) 

 
The Czech snowboarder Sarka Pancotschowa is one 
of 8 lesbian (lesbische) athletes. 

 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
1. Semiotic choices: 

words and 
overlexicalization 
 

 
1.4. Sports and homosexuality are presented as a 
structural opposition.  

 

 
 

 
2. Presenting speech 
& speakers: quoting 
verbs 

 
2.1. Neutral structuring verb is used: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2. Metapropositional verb is used: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“the athletes need to be 
ready to give everything and 
to perform with all their 
heart, in my opinion this is 
only possible if one can 
accept his or her sexuality 
and express it”, says the 
cross snowboarder (Simona 
Weiler) This does not mean 
that every athlete has to 
come out of the closet and 
shout it out to the world. 
“But it surely helps if your 
close surrounding supports 
and encourages you”. 
 
Meiler (a female athlete) is 
convinced that one can only 
perform the best when 
accepting his own sexuality.  
 

 
3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 

 

 
3.1. Some of the athletes are personalized (presented 
by full name) 

 
 
 
 
3.2. Homosexuals are also collectivized with the 
expression “LGBT community” or by using the plural 
forms  
 

 
In the caption many athletes 
are named and then 
described whether they are 
homosexual or bisexual. 
 
 

 
4. Representing 

action: transitivity 
and verb 
processes 

 
4.1.1. homosexuals are active actors  
 
4.1. Verbal processes 

4.2.1. Active verbs of expression are used 
(Homosexuals are associated with verbal 
processes: they say, express, etc.) 

 
They take part at the 
Olympics 
Weiler says 
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6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context. 
 

 
Metaphor of coming out is 
used. 

 
General observations: 
 
Homosexuality is scandalized in the context of sport, and in this case of the Olympic Games. The word record is used 
in the title and twice in the text. The main message of the article is that never before more homosexual participants 
have participated at the Olympic Games. It is presented as a record and is an allusion to records in sport. 
 
Homosexuality is presented as a structural opposition (1.4.) to sport because homosexuality and in this article also 
bisexuality are presented as rare in these times the more and more upcoming alternative to heterosexuality. 
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Article code 180201B_2 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 01.02.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/anonyme-melden-entgleisungen-in-sozialen-
medien-meldezentrale-verpfeift-facebook-suender-id7907838.html 

Headline Derailments in social media 
Control unit blows whistle on Facebook sinner 
 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexuelle  
 
homosexuals 
(noun, plural) 
used for both genders 
 

 
“We simply filter everything out, that is degrading and 
that stirs up a bad ambiance against foreigners, 
refugees and homosexuals” 

-  

 
Quote by the Swiss control 
unit on social media. The 
organization is anonymous, 
it does not belong to the 
state. 
 
 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 

 

 
3.2. homosexuals are collectivized like refugees and 
foreigners 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
4. Representing 

action: transitivity 
and verb 
processes 

 

 
4.1.2. Homosexuals are passive actors 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 

 
4.3. Homosexuals are like refugees and foreigners 
only adjuncts in a story that is about hate speech on 
social media 

 
Homosexuals are presented 
as if they are victims from 
negative reactions on social 
media and in society and 
need protection. 
 

 
General observations: 
 
In this text only one relevant keyword appears. It is homosexuals referring to both genders. The article is not about 
homosexuality, but about the anonymous control unit on Facebook that tries to block racist and homophobic content. 
Some examples of Swiss right-wing politicians are mentioned as the once whose profiles have been blocked several 
times.  
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Article code 180130B_24.1. 
 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 30.01.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/schweiz/schwule-fussballer-und-illegale-wetten-srf-
bestatter-tappt-in-die-klischee-falle-id7914130.html 
 

Headline Gay football players and illegal bets 
The series “Bestatter” of Swiss national TV channel falls into the cliché trap. 
 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 

 
- …the topic “homosexuality in soccer” is too delicate 

to only abuse it as a garnish for the main story. 
Affected individuals suffer and no active soccer 
player could force himself to do his outing: this 
cannot be told in an entertaining TV story like that. 

 
…that would be a courageous and welcome selection 
of a topic, but in this context and format it is out of 
place because in the story homosexuality influences 
the betting business. 
 
…homosexuality is also a topic 

 
 
 

 
Homosexuality is presented 
as a taboo in football and 
connected with suffering 
and secrecy.  
 
 
 

 
schwul 
 
gay 
(adjective, singular) 

 
- Gay (schwuler) goalie 

 
 
 

 
Schwule 
 
Gay 
(adjective, plural) 
 

 
Gay football players 
 

 
Part of the title of the article. 
 
 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 

 
2. Semiotic choices: 

words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.1. Overlexicalisation of the word schwul 
 
 
 
 
1.3. Use of negative adjectives in connection with 
homosexuals  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4. football and homosexuality is presented as a 
structural opposition.  

 

 
The word homosexual is 
never used, whilst the more 
informal term schwul has 
been used twice. 
 
In connection with the 
keyword Homosexualität the 
adjective delicate is used. 
Homosexuality in football is 
presented as a delicate 
topic. 
 
 
The word homophobia is 
never mentioned; however it 
is implied that football is a 
very homophobic sport 
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4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.1. active actors 
Homosexuals are active actors in the following 
context 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 
4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 
 
 

 
 
Homosexuals individuals 
suffer 
Homosexual football players 
cannot force themselves to 
do an outing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Concealing and 
taking for granted 
 

 
5.1. Nominalization or existential process 
(backgrounds the actors) 
Actors are hidden in the text, it is unclear who does 
what by changing a verb into a noun, for example: 
The discrimination of homosexuals. By changing the 
verb to discriminate into a noun discrimination, the 
author does not have to say who discriminates.  
Existential processes (process can lead to 
background actors) The text describes homophobia 
as a common social phenomenon: There is 
homophobia in football or it has been allowed to 
homosexuals to marry. It remains unclear who 
allowed it, the state, society? 
 

 
The topic homosexuality in 
football is presented as a 
taboo without saying who is 
responsible for this or 
explaining what leads to 
that. 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context. 
 

 
Metaphor outing mistakenly 
used for coming out. 

 
General observations: 
 
The topic of the article focuses on a TV series called “Der Bestatter” produces by Swiss broadcasting station SRF. 
The author of the article accuses SRF of portraying the topic, especially homosexuality in football, in a very 
stereotypical way. According to him this topic is too delicate to use it as content for a entertaining TV shows. 
 
The word outing is mistakenly used as coming out. Outing means that a homosexual person was outed publicly in the 
media by someone else, the coming out is something a homosexual person does him or herself.  
 
Homophobia is football is taken for granted without explaining what leads to that or presenting a possible 
improvement. 
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Article code 180130B_24 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 30.01.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/news/ausland/menschliche-ueberreste-in-blumenkuebeln-
gefunden-kanadischer-schwulen-moerder-toetete-mindestens-fuenf-maenner-
id7909777.html 

Headline Human remains found in flower pots 
Canadian killer of gays killed at least five men 
 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexuelle 
 
male homosexuals 
(noun, plural) 
 
 

 
- The victims supposedly are homosexuals older than 

40 years, reports the police. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Schwule 
 
Gays 
(noun, plural) 

 
- Canadian killer of gays (Schwule) killed at least five 

men 
 

- Landscape gardener Bruce M. killed at least five 
men from gay scene (Schwulenszene) in Canadian 
Toronto. 

 
- In Canada a landscape gardener is supposedly 

killed at least five men from the gay scene 
(Schwulenszene). 

 
- According to BBC the three victims were often 

hanging around in the gay neighborhood “Gay 
Village” in Toronto. 

 
 

 
Title and the first phrase of 
the text contain exactly the 
same information. 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
1. Semiotic choices: 
words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.1. Overlexicalisation of the word schwul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The term Schwule (gays) is 
used four times whilst the 
word homosexuals is only 
used once.  

 
3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 
 

 

 
3.1. Homosexuals are personalized  
 
 
 
 
3.2. Homosexuals are collectivized as a generic group 
and objectified (gay scene) 

 
The names of the victims 
are all mentioned in this 
text. 
 
 
The author of the article 
uses twice the expression 
gay scene. Furthermore the 
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author uses the term gay 
neighborhood and without 
explaining what exactly this 
means. 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1.2. Homosexuals passive actors 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 
4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with verbal 
processes) 
 

 
The article is about the 
killing of four homosexuals 

 
General observations: 
 
The article overemphasizes on the fact that the victims of the crime were homosexuals. The title could also just say 
that four men have been killed, without calling the murderer a “killer of gays”. 
By using the expression gay scene homosexuals are objectified.  
 
Furthermore the phrase “three victims were often hanging around in the gay neighborhood “Gay Village” in Toronto” 
implies that this is an important information to explain the murder. 
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Article code 180129B_2 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 29.01.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/sport/fussball/superleague/geschichten-rund-um-die-sfl-award-
night-fcb-wicky-zeigt-sein-us-girl-schiri-erlachner-seinen-lover-id7909666.html 

Headline Stories about the SFL Award Night 
FCB-Wicky shows his US-Girl – arbitrator Erlachner his lover 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexueller 
 
Male homosexual 
(noun, singular) 
 

 
Top arbitrator Pascal Erlachner has outed himself as 
homosexual in December in the Newspaper 
Sonntagsblick. He came the first time accompanied 
by his boyfriend. His name is Mike Ruch, he is 
wearing a bow tie, works in gastronomy and is since a 
year the man next to Erlachner. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
3. Representing 
people: language & 
identity 
Classification of social 
actors 
 

 
3.1. Homosexuals are personalized 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Erlachner and also his 
boyfriend are named. His 
boyfriend Mike Ruch is 
described with further 
details about his 
professions and about his 
outfit. 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.1. active actors 
Homosexuals are active actors 
 
 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 
4.2.2. No verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes). 

 

 
The following verbs are 
used: 
Erlachner shows his 
boyfriend, he has outed 
himself. Mike Ruch works 
and wears a bow tie. 
 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context. 
 

 
Metaphor to out mistakenly 
used for to come out. 

 
General observations: 
 
The article is about a football event called Swiss Football League Award night. The article is not primarily about 
homosexuality, but the highlights of the night written from a people journalistic perspective. It is stated who showed 
up with whom, who said what, who said something wrong. One of the highlights according to the author is the fact, 
that arbitrator Erlachner showed publicly his boyfriend. 
 
The story is personalized and focuses on personal details. 
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Article code 180128B_25 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 29.01.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/kino/sundance-film-festival-schweizer-dokfilm-von-
christian-frei-am-sundance-ausgezeichnet-id7902958.html 
 

Headline Sundance Film Festival 
Swiss documentary film from Christian Frei was awarded at Sundance 
 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
homosexuelle 
 
homosexual 
 
(adjective, used for 
both genders) 
 

 
- The main award winner “The Miseducation of 

Cameron Post” tells the story of a lesbian girl being 
put into a reeducation camp. Leading actress Chloë 
Grace Moretz dedicated the award to the "survivors 
of sexual conversion therapy". Such therapies are 
only banned in nine US states for homosexual 
adolescents. 

-  

 
 
 
 
 

 
lesbisch  
 
lesbian 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
- The main award winner “The Miseducation of 

Cameron Post” tells the story of a lesbian girl being 
put into a reeducation camp. 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.2. passive actors 
Homosexuals are passive actors  

 
 
 

4.2. Verbal processes 
4.2.2. No verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes). 

 

 
 
The main character (a 
lesbian girl) is being put into 
a reeducation camp. 

 
5. Concealing and 
taking for granted 
 

 
5.1. Nominalization or existential process 
(backgrounds the actors) 
Actors are hidden in the text, it is unclear who does 
what by changing a verb into a noun, for example: 
The discrimination of homosexuals. By changing the 
verb to discriminate into a noun discrimination, the 
author does not have to say who discriminates.  
Existential processes (process can lead to 
background actors) The text describes homophobia 
as a common social phenomenon: There is 
homophobia in football or it has been allowed to 
homosexuals to marry. It remains unclear who 
allowed it, the state, society? 

 

 
The text uses twice 
existential processes. It is 
said that the girl is being put 
into a reeducation camp, 
without saying by whom. 
 
It is furthermore said that 
conversion therapies are 
banned in nine US states 
without saying who has 
bannend them. 

General observations: 
 
One of the few articles with a lesbian protagonist.  
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Article code 180125B_2 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 25.01.2019 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/news/politik/urteil-am-europaeischen-menschengerichtshof-
homosexualitaets-tests-fuer-asylbewerber-unzulaessig-id7891737.html 
 

Headline Decision at the European Court of Human Rights 
Homosexuality tests for asylum seekers are not allowed 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 

 
- Homosexuality tests for asylum seekers are not 

allowed 
-  
- The Hungarian asylum authorities found that the 

statements of the Nigerian were consistent and 
credible. However, a psychologist could not confirm 
homosexuality. Therefore, the authorities rejected 
the asylum application. 

 
- The Nigerian took legal action against the decision. 

The Hungarian authorities asked the European 
Court of Human Rights to what extent expert 
opinions are allowed to verify the alleged 
homosexuality of an asylum seeker. 

-  
- According to the Luxembourg judgment, this implies 

that interventions in the rights of asylum seekers are 
only justified and admissible if the report is 'based 
on sufficiently reliable methods'. However, according 
to research by the EU Commission and the 
testimony of several governments of other member 
states, this is not the case for the question of 
homosexuality. 

 
- Psychological tests on homosexuality concern "the 

most intimate areas of life of the asylum seeker". 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
homosexuell  
 
male homosexual 
(adjective, singular) 
 

-  
- This case is about a Nigerian asylum seeker in 

Hungary. In his application for asylum, he stated that 
he was homosexual and feared being persecuted for 
his sexual orientation in his homeland. 

 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
2. Presenting speech 
& speakers: quoting 
verbs 
 

 
2.2. Metapropositional verb is used: 
 
 
 

 
He stated that he was 
homosexual. 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.1. active actors 
Homosexuals are active actors  

 
 

4.2. Verbal processes 

 
The Nigerian took legal 
action against 
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4.2.1. Actives verbs of expression are used 

 
 

 
He stated he was 
homosexual 

 
5. Concealing and 
taking for granted 
 

 
5.1. Nominalization or existential process 
(backgrounds the actors) 
Actors are hidden in the text, it is unclear who does 
what by changing a verb into a noun, for example: 
The discrimination of homosexuals. By changing the 
verb to discriminate into a noun discrimination, the 
author does not have to say who discriminates.  
Existential processes (process can lead to 
background actors) The text describes homophobia 
as a common social phenomenon: There is 
homophobia in football or it has been allowed to 
homosexuals to marry. It remains unclear who 
allowed it, the state, society? 

 

 
- he stated that he was 

homosexual and feared 
being persecuted for his 
sexual orientation in his 
homeland. It remains 
unclear by whom exactly 
he would be persecuted. 

 

 
General observations: 
 
Homosexuality is connected with fear and persecution and furthermore it is questioned whether homosexuality can 
be proven by psychological tests.  
The man is not mentioned personally and stands for asylum seekers in general who flee their country because of 
their sexual orientation. The article implies that the man may only have said that he was homosexual in order to 
receive asylum.  
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Article code 180124B_24 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 24.01.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/sport/tennis/wegen-rassismus-vorwuerfen-tennys-sensation-
sandgren-rechnet-mit-medien-ab-id7885254.html 
 

Headline Because of accusations of racism 
Tennis sensation Sandgren gets event with the media! 
 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexuelle 
 
male homosexuals 
(noun, plural) 
 

-  
Among other things, Sandgren blasphemed via social 
media about Serena Williams and describes a visit to 
a club for homosexuals as follows: "Coincidentally 
landed in a gay club. My eyes are still bleeding. " 

-  
-  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Schwule 
 
Gay 
(noun, plural) 
 

 
Among other things, Sandgren blasphemed via social 
media about Serena Williams and describes a visit to 
a club for homosexuals as follows: "Coincidentally 
landed in a gay club (Schwulenclub). My eyes are still 
bleeding. " 
 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.2. passive actors 
Homosexuals are passive actors  

 
 

4.2. Verbal processes 
4.2.2. No verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes). 
 
4.3. Homosexuals are only adjuncts in a story that is 
about the communication behavior of the tennis 
player Sandgreen. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A club for homosexuals.  
No active verb is used. 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.2. hyperbole 
 

 
- Coincidentally landed in a 

gay club (Schwulenclub). 
My eyes are still bleeding.  

-  
- Exaggerated wording to 

describe that what he saw 
was shocking. 

 
 
General observations: 
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A large part of the article is a quote from Sandgreen where he describes his opinions. He is presented as someone 
who posts homophobic and racist content on social media and is therefore criticized. 
 
 

Article code 180123B_2345 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 23.01.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/news/wirtschaft/gay-ski-week-macht-den-ort-weltbekannt-aaaah-
rosa-ist-die-schwulenhauptstadt-der-alpen-id7871333.html 
 

Headline Gay Ski Week makes the place world famous 
Aaaah-Rosa ist the gay capital of the Alps 
 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
homosexuelle 
 
homosexual 
 
(adjective, used for 
both genders) 
 

 
Which also has to do with the fact that the 
homosexual guests are faithful. They come again, for 
example in summer for hiking. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Gay 
 
(adjective) 

 
Gay Ski Week makes the place world famous 
 
Arosa is known worldwide as a gay destination. The 
reason is the Gay Ski Week, which started yesterday. 
It is a good business for the Swiss ski resort. 
 
“Gays bring good mood and style”, says Hitsch Leu, 
President of Arosa Gay Ski Week 
 
Highlight of the Gay Ski Week: The drag queen's ski 
race (here a picture of 2017) on Friday afternoon. 
 
Arosa Drag Race is the highlight of Gay Ski Week. 
 
This is the 13th time the Gay Ski Week takes place. 
 
"When Ski Week is on, there's always something 
going on. Gays bring good mood and style. They are 
very open, but also very polite. You almost have not 
to clean the rooms after them. They are great guests," 
enthuses Hitsch Leu (59), President of the Arosa Gay 
Ski Week. 
 
Hitsch Leu carried out the event in 2005 for the first 
time - almost 40 guests came then. Engelberg, Davos 
and Zermatt also had Gay Ski Weeks. 
 
Several events take place every day, from the 
classical concert to the "Heidi and Heissepeter" party 
to the Arosa Drag Race - the highlight of Gay Ski 
Week, which also attracts many locals. 
 
Party and slope. Gay Ski Week also attracts 
heterosexuals to Arosa 
 
"I started ten years ago as Tourism Director. Back 
then, I still felt a certain amount of skepticism», says 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stereotypical generalization 
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Pascal Jenny (43). The restraint is gone today. 
"Locals mention Gay Ski Week in the same breath as 
the Humorous Festival." 
 

 
Gay/s 
 
noun 

 
Gays bring good mood and style”, says Hitsch Leu, 
President of Arosa Gay Ski Week 
 
 
When Ski Week is on, there's always something 
going on. Gays bring good mood and style. They are 
very open, but also very polite. You almost have not 
to clean the rooms after them. They are great guests," 
enthuses Hitsch Leu (59), President of the Arosa Gay 
Ski Week. 
 

 
Stereotypical representation 
of homosexual men 
 
 

 
schwul 
 
gay 
(adjective, singular) 

 
The gay (schwul) and lesbian scene is very sensitive, 
if you just want to spend their money, but you have 
nothing to offer them, "recalls Leu. 

 

 
Schwule 
 
Gays 
(noun, plural) 

-  
Aaaah-Rosa ist the gay (Schwulenhauptstadt) capital 
of the Alps 
 
Arosa is known worldwide as a gay destination 
(Schwulendestination). 
 
It's only twelve kilometers. Thanks to the World 
Economic Forum, Davos GR will become the world 
capital of the rich and powerful next week. Arosa GR, 
on the other side of the mountain, is after all the gay 
capital (Schwulenhauptstadt) of the Alps. 
 

 

 
lesbisch  
 
lesbian 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
The gay and lesbian (lesbisch) scene is very 
sensitive, if you just want to spend their money, but 
you have nothing to offer them, "recalls Leu. 

 

 
Categories for analysis 

-  
 

7. Semiotic choices: 
words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.1. Overlexicalisation of the informal term gay (the 
term gay is much more often used in the analyzed 
text than homosexual to describe gay men). 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4. the rich and powerful and gays are presented as 
a structural opposition. 
 

 
Gay as an adjective is used 
11 times. Always in 
combination with gay ski 
week. 
 
Gay/s as a noun is used 
twice is the text. 
 
 
Thanks to WEF, Davos GR 
will become the world 
capital of the rich and 
powerful next week. Arosa 
GR, on the other side of the 
mountain, is after all the gay 
capital 
(Schwulenhauptstadt) of the 
Alps. 
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3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 

 

 
3.2. Homosexuals are also collectivized by using the 
plural form “gays” and objectified. 
 

 
The term gay scene is used. 
 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.1. active actors 
Homosexuals are active actors  

 
 
 
 

4.2. Verbal processes 
4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 

 
 

 
They come again, for 
example in summer for 
hiking. 
 
“Gays bring good mood and 
style” 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.2. hyperbole 
 
 
 

 
The title changes the name 
of the village from Arosa to 
Aaah-Rosa. It is unclear 
what is meant. 
 

 
General observations: 
 
Homosexual men are highly stereotyped as open, clean and with a very good style. The article claims that the Gay 
Ski Week is a profitable event for winter tourism. The text overemphasizes on alleged positive qualities of 
homosexuals. Homosexuals are portrayed as a business factor. The text is about homosexuals but does not include 
them as active actors.  
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Article code 180122B_5 

Name of publication Blick.ch 

Date of publication 22.01.2018 

Link to the article https://www.blick.ch/people-tv/neue-serie-transmenschen-in-der-schweiz-fuer-mich-
ist-andrea-immer-noch-ein-bisschen-andy-id7873435.html 
 

Headline New TV show: transsexuals in Switzerland 
“For me, Andrea remains a bit Andy” 
 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
lesbisch  
 
lesbian 
(adjective, singular) 
 

-  
- “Do I have to become lesbian now?” 
-  
- Many questions have since been going through 

Nelly's mind. For example: "Do I have to become 
lesbian now?" 

-  

 
Nelly is the wife of Andrea 
who is a transsexual 
woman.  
 
 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.2. Homosexuals are passive actors 
 
 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.1. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nelly is quoted, but she is 
not homosexual. Therefore, 
it does not count. Nelly is a 
heterosexual woman asking 
herself if she is 
homosexual. 

 
General observations: 
 
The article is about the trans woman and her experiences. She has lived for many years as man and had married her 
wife Nelly. The term lesbian only appears when Nelly asks herself if she has to become lesbian.  
This statement implies that homosexuality is something one can become.  
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Article code 180129M_124 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 29.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/finance/news/story/-Trump-kam--Trump-sah--Trump-siegte--
22441419 
 

Headline CNN anchor Richard Quest 
«Trump came, Trump saw, Trump won» 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
LGBT(QIA) 

 
CNN business anchor Richard Quest in the interview 
about the appearance of Donald Trump at the World 
Economic Forum, LGBTQ and #metoo in the 
economy. 
 
During the WEF you interviewed “Crocodile”, the new 
president of Zimbabwe Emmerson Mnangagwa, and 
challenged him with the question about LGBTQ rights 
in his country - one of the most homophobic countries 
in the world ... 
 
Beside of that was LGBTQ a topic in Davos? 
 
Do you think that movements like LGBTQ and 
#metoo, which our young readers are strongly and 
energetically advocating for, will reach the elites and 
their biotope of power in a way that will provoke a 
fundamental cultural change? 
 
Absolutely. For LGBTQ, it just needs a decision: stop 
being sexist or racist. And the Harvey Weinsteins of 
this world would have had to be eliminated a long 
time ago. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Question of interviewer 
 
 
 
 
 
Question of the 
interviewer 
 
Question of the 
interviewer 
 
 
 
 
 
Quests answer 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 
 

 
If Ireland is able to allow same-sex relationships, then 
African countries like Zimbabwe can at least lift the 
ban on homosexuality! Otherwise, every CEO who 
invests there has deal with extremely unpleasant 
questions. 

 
 

 
Homosexuelle  
 
homosexuals 
(noun, plural) 
used for both genders 
 

 
The problem is that dictators are now copying 
Trump's fake news statements when confronted with 
unwelcome press, they will argue that the acceptance 
of homosexuals is declining in the US. Decades of 
hard work are destroyed here. That's why I confronted 
Mr Mnangagwa. 
 

 
 

 
Gay 
 
(adjective) 

 
What are people supposed to do when they are 
convinced year after year, year after year, by the 
same brainwashing that being gay is wrong. 
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Gay/s 
 
noun 

 
Stop! There are no rights for gays. 

 

 
schwul 
 
gay 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
Stop! There are no rights for gays. I did not ask about 
gay marriage or even a simple acknowledgment. 
Being gay (schwul) is illegal under the Constitution 
and I asked him if he would change anything about it.  
 

 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
1. Semiotic choices: 
words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.3. Use of negative adjectives in connection with 
homosexuals  
 
 
1.4. Zimbabwe is presented as very homophobic 
while the West, in this case Ireland is not a 
homophobic country  

 

 
Being gay is illegal 
…that being gay is wrong. 

 
3. Representing people: 

language & identity 
Classification of 
social actors 

 

 
3.2. Homosexuals are collectivized by using the plural 
form gays, homosexuals or LGBT movement 
 

 
 

 
4. Representing action: 
transitivity and verb 
processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.2. homosexuals are passive actors 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 
 
 

4.3. Adjuncts 
Homosexuals are represented as adjuncts but not 
as social actors who decide. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The article is not 
exclusively about 
homosexuals but also 
about the World Economic 
Forum, Trump, #metoo 
and the economy. 
 

 
5. Concealing and taking 
for granted 
 

 
5.1. Nominalization or existential process 
(backgrounds the actors) 
Actors are hidden in the text, it is unclear who does 
what by changing a verb into a noun, for example: 
The discrimination of homosexuals. By changing the 
verb to discriminate into a noun discrimination, the 
author does not have to say who discriminates.  
Existential processes (process can lead to 
background actors) The text describes homophobia 
as a common social phenomenon: There is 
homophobia in football or it has been allowed to 
homosexuals to marry. It remains unclear who 
allowed it, the state, society? 
 

 
In the following phrases 
the actors are 
backgrounded and 
political situations are 
taken as a given fact: 
 
There are no rights for 
gays. 
 
..that the acceptance of 
homosexuals is declining 
in the US. 
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General observations: 
 
The article is an interview with CNN anchor Richard Quest. He argues that homosexuality should at least not be 
forbidden by constitution in Zimbabwe. He argues that otherwise western CEOS who invest there, will be confronted 
with negative questions. The reason why LGBTQ people should be protected are justified with economic interests. 
Zimambwe as an example stands for the homophobic African continent, while Ireland stands for the civilized west. 
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Article code 180129M_24 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 29.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/panorama/news/story/Kanadischer-Serienmoerder-toetete-
mindestens-fuenf-Maenner-13836784 
 

Headline Serial killer caught in Canada 
Parts of dead bodies hidden in flowerpots 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexuelle 
 
male homosexuals 
(noun, plural) 
 

 
According to the police the five dead are 
homosexuals over 40 years. At least one of the men 
had a sexual relationship with the alleged perpetrator. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Schwule 
 
Gays 
(noun, plural) 

 
Bruce McArthur, a 66-year-old landscape gardener, is 
reported to have killed at least five men from the gay 
scene (Schwulenszene). 
 
In Canada, a landscape gardener is accused of 
having killed at least five men from the gay scene 
(Schwulenszene). 
 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 

 
3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 
 

 

 
3.2. Homosexuals are collectivized as a generic group 
and objectified (gay scene) 

 
The author of the article 
uses twice the expression 
gay scene.  
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1.2. Homosexuals passive actors 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 
4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with verbal 
processes) 
 

 
The homosexuals are killed 

 
General observations: 
 
The victims are not personalized in the text, however the image of the article shows the victims without telling their 
names. The article mentions that at least one victim had a sexual relation with the murderer.  
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Article code 180126M_24 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 26.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Wenn-sich-Kicker-kuessen-22906500 

Headline Gay football players 
Swiss movie brings taboo topic to the cinema 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 
 

 
A story has recently attained news explosiveness: 
The intense reactions after the coming out of a Swiss 
top-referee have proven that homosexuality in football 
is still a taboo - an unexpectedly good timing for 
director Marcel Gisler (57). He is aware of that. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
homosexuelle 
 
homosexual 
 
(adjective, used for 
both genders) 
 

 
Marcel Gisler brings the taboo of being gay in football 
to the cinema. The Rheintaler, who lives in Berlin 
today, has already realized several films with 
homosexual protagonists. 

 
 

 
schwul 
 
gay 
(adjective, singular) 

 
Max Hubacher plays the gay (schwuler) Bernese 
professional footballer Mario, who falls in love with his 
teammate. 
 
Marcel Gisler brings the taboo of being gay (schwul) 
in football to the cinema.  
 
In this drama he plays a gay (schwuler) football player 
Mario. His love to a teammate becomes problematic. 
 

 

 
schwul 
 
gay 
(adjective, plural) 

 
Gay (schwule) football players 
 
They sweat, they graze, they curse, they threaten. 
Football players are tough guys and stand for 
masculinity. For gay (schwule) football players, on the 
other hand, there is no room. That was a fact 20 
years ago. And it is still like that today. 
 
 

 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
1. Semiotic choices: 

words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.1. Overlexicalisation of the word schwul 
 
 
 
 
1.3. Use of negative adjectives in connection with 
homosexuals  
 
 
 
 

 
The term schwul has been 
used five times in this 
article. 
 
 
Homosexuality in football is 
presented as a taboo. The 
love of Mario (protagonist of 
the movie) to his teammate 
is presented as problematic. 
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1.4. football and homosexuality is presented as a 
structural opposition.  

 

 
 
The word homophobia is 
never mentioned; however, 
it is implied that football is a 
very homophobic sport.  
Football is described as 
something very masculine 
where homosexuality has 
no room.  
 

 
3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 

 

 
3.1. The protagonist of the movie is personalized 

 
 
 
 
3.2. Homosexuals are also collectivized and 
objectified.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1.2. Homosexuals are passive actors 
 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 

 

 
Homosexuals are described 
as victims. 

 
5. Concealing and 
taking for granted 
 

 
5.1. Nominalization or existential process 
(backgrounds the actors) 
Actors are hidden in the text, it is unclear who does 
what by changing a verb into a noun, for example: 
The discrimination of homosexuals. By changing the 
verb to discriminate into a noun discrimination, the 
author does not have to say who discriminates.  
Existential processes (process can lead to 
background actors) The text describes homophobia 
as a common social phenomenon: There is 
homophobia in football or it has been allowed to 
homosexuals to marry. It remains unclear who 
allowed it, the state, society? 
 

 
The topic homosexuality in 
football is presented as a 
taboo without saying who is 
responsible for this or 
explaining what leads to 
that. Homophobia in football 
is presented as a fact that 
remains the same over time. 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context. 
 
 
 
6.1.2. hyperbole is used 

 
 
It is written that in football 
there is no room for 
homosexuals. 
 
The movie attains 
explosiveness. This 
hyperbole says that 
homosexuality in football is 
a very delicate topic, an 
explosive topic. 
 
 

 
General observations: 
 
Strong emphasis on homosexuality in football. The sport is presented as a very homophobic and masculine sport, 
where homosexuality has no room. 
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Article code 180125M_2 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 25.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/ausland/news/story/Homosexualitaetstest-fuer-Asylbewerber-
unzulaessig-29520869 
 

Headline European Court of Justice 
Tests on homosexuality (Homo-tests) in are not allowed to prove asylum seekers 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 
 

 
Tests on homosexuality affect "the most intimate 
areas of life" and constitute a disproportionate 
interference with private life, judges the European 
Court of Justice. 
 
The European Court of Justice in Luxembourg 
prohibits homosexuality tests on asylum seekers. 
 
The Hungarian asylum authorities found that the 
statements of a Nigerian were consistent and 
credible. However, a psychologist could not confirm 
homosexuality. Therefore, the authorities rejected the 
asylum application. 
 
The Nigerian took legal action against the decision. 
The Hungarian authorities asked the European Court 
of Human Rights to what extent expert opinions are 
allowed to verify the alleged homosexuality of an 
asylum seeker. 
 
According to the Luxembourg judgment, this implies 
that interventions in the rights of asylum seekers are 
only justified and admissible if the report is 'based on 
sufficiently reliable methods'. However, according to 
research by the EU Commission and the testimony of 
several governments of other member states, this is 
not the case for the question of homosexuality. 
 
Psychological tests on homosexuality concern "the 
most intimate areas of life of the asylum seeker". 
 

 
The word homosexuality in 
the title (see above) is not 
counted because in German 
the author used the 
expression “Homo-Test) 
which stands for tests about 
homosexuality. Homo is an 
abbreviation. 
 
 
 

 
homosexuell  
 
male homosexual 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
This case is about a Nigerian asylum seeker in 
Hungary. In his application for asylum, he stated that 
he was homosexual and feared being persecuted for 
his sexual orientation in his homeland. 
 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
2. Presenting speech 
& speakers: quoting 
verbs 
 

 
2.2. Metapropositional verb is used: 
 
 
 

 
He stated that he was 
homosexual. 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.1. active actors 
Homosexuals are active actors  

 
The Nigerian took legal 
action against the decision. 
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4.2. Verbal processes 
 
4.2.1. Active verbs of expression are used 

 
 

 
 
 
 
He stated he was 
homosexual 

 
5. Concealing and 
taking for granted 
 

 
5.1. Nominalization or existential process 
(backgrounds the actors) 
Actors are hidden in the text, it is unclear who does 
what by changing a verb into a noun, for example: 
The discrimination of homosexuals. By changing the 
verb to discriminate into a noun discrimination, the 
author does not have to say who discriminates.  
Existential processes (process can lead to 
background actors) The text describes homophobia 
as a common social phenomenon: There is 
homophobia in football or it has been allowed to 
homosexuals to marry. It remains unclear who 
allowed it, the state, society? 

 

 
He stated that he was 
homosexual and feared 
being persecuted for his 
sexual orientation in his 
homeland. It remains 
unclear by whom exactly he 
would be persecuted. 
 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context. 
 

 
 
Homosexuality is presented 
as one of the most intimate 
areas of life. 

 
General observations: 
 
The same content and also the same phrases as article 180125B_2 from blick.ch. 
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Article code 180124M_12 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 24.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/So-beeinflusste--MeToo-die-Oscar-
Nominierungen-25049914 
 

Headline James Franco is the big looser 
This is the way #metoo has shaped the Oscar nominations 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
LGBT(QIA) 

 
LGBTQ movement: 
Movies about homosexuality have finally reached 
mainstream following the best-picture victory of 
"Moonlight" last year. "Call Me by Your Name", which 
addresses the awakening feelings of a teenager for 
his father's much older work colleague, is nominated 
for Best Picture and newcomer Timothée Chalamet 
for Best Actor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 

 
Movies about homosexuality have finally reached 
mainstream.. 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 

 
3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 

 

 
3.1. The protagonists of the movies are personalized 

 
 
 
 
3.2. Homosexuals are also collectivized with the 
acronym LGBT movement 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.2. homosexuals are passive actors 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 

 

 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphor is used to describe the context. 
 

 
-  
- LGBT movies have 

reached mainstream. 
Stands for the fact, that 
LGBT movies are seen by 
a wider audience. 

 
 
General observations: 
The article is about the Oscar nominations in general. Movies with LGBTQ content are small part of it. 
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Article code 180123M_2 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 23.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/news/story/Schweizer-verschweigen-Daten-dem-
Telefonbuch-15326992 
 

Headline Less entries 
Swiss do not want to be in directory 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
homosexuell 
 
homosexual 
 
(adjective, used for 
both genders) 
 

 
Casanova repeatedly finds that people perceive 
digital platforms as neutral information services. 
"They may know, for example, a few years earlier 
than the adolescent himself, that this is gay 
(homosexuell)." Because through their research, 
users leave traces on Google about things that they 
would not even tell their closest confidants. 
 

 
Homosexuality is presented 
as a secrecy. 
 
 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.2. homosexuals are passive actors 
 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 
 
4.3. Homosexuals are only adjuncts in this story 
about data privacy. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
General observations: 
 
The article is about data privacy and that most people do not want an entry in the directory. An expert is quoted and 
he says that people want privacy, however they leave many traces on the internet through google search for 
example. With this data an expert could for example tell very personal details based on the google search results and 
traces he or she leaves. Homosexuality is presented as something that one could find out based on the traces on 
leaves on the internet. Homosexuality is presented as something one would maybe not even tell their closest friends. 
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Article code 180122M_14 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 22.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.tilllate.com/de/story/satisfaction-challenge?ref=20min-story 

Headline Russians provoke with homosexuality video 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
LGBT(QIA) 

 
It is not a big surprise that Russia does not 
understand this kind of humor with its anti-LGBTQ 
propaganda laws and its more conservative attitude. 
Nevertheless, reactions such as a warning of the boys 
by the school management due to the "repulsive clip"  
are not comprehensible - not only in our circles, but 
also Russia's youth does not understand that. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Russians are described as 
the others.  

 
homosexuell  
 
male homosexual 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
Cadets of the "Ulyanovsk Institute of Civil Aviation", 
one of the most prestigious pilot schools in Russia, 
swing their hips lasciviously to Benni Benassis hit 
"Satisfaction", rubbing their muscular, almost naked 
bodies together. They do not hesitate to show their 
(homo)sexual side. 
 

 

 
schwul 
 
gay 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
A satirical video with a rather gay (schwulem) 
undertone created a stir  in Russia. Conservatives are 
outraged - everyone else celebrates the sexy moves 
of the young Russians. 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
1. Semiotic choices: 

words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.3. Use of negative words in connection with 
homosexuals  
 
 
1.4. Russia’s conservative attitude and western 
liberalism is presented as a structural opposition.  

 

 
Homosexuality is provoking. 
Homosexuality is presented 
as controversial. 
 
 
Russia is presented as a 
homophobic place, while 
the west is portrayed as 
liberal.  
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1.1. homosexuals are active actors  
 
 
 
 
4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used  
 
 

 
They made a video dancing 
to a pop song. 

 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context. 
 

 
A satirical video with a 
rather gay (schwulem) 
undertone created a stir in 
Russia. 
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General observations: 
 
The article does not explicitly say that the video displays gay content or that the actrors are gay, however he 
speculates about the sexuality. The video is described as something very provocative in a highly homophobic country 
such as Russia. 
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Article code 180121M_5 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 21.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/tv/story/-Friends--ist-homophob-und-sexistisch-
14661358 
 

Headline Homophobia, sexism and fat shaming 
In 2018 “Friends” is suddenly not ok anymore 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
lesbisch  
 
lesbian 
(adjective, singular) 
 

 
Accusation: homophobia! 
“People now realizing Friends is problematic? The 
third line of dialogue in episode makes fun of a 
lesbian (lesbische) woman.” 
 
Ross's ex-wife is lesbian (lesbisch). Right at the 
beginning of the sitcom they make a joke about a 
lesbian, more jokes follow. That does not please 
some tweeting millennials. 
 

 
Quote of actress Juno 
Dawson (book author) 
 
 
 

 
Lesbe 
 
Lesbian 
(noun, singular) 

 
Ross's ex-wife is lesbian (lesbisch). Right at the 
beginning of the series they make a joke about a 
lesbian, (Lesbe) more jokes follow. That does not 
please some tweeting millennials  

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
1. Semiotic choices: 

words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.2. Overlexicalisation of the informal term lesbisch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4. Structural opposition of millennials who find 
Friends not ok to the audience back then in the 1990s 
when nobody found the content problematic. 
 

 
The word lesbian appears 
three times in the paragraph 
about homophobic jokes. 
The more informal term 
homosexual was never 
used. 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes  
4.1.2. homosexuals are passive actors 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 
 
4.3. Homosexuals are only adjuncts in this story 
about political correctness. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
General observations: 
 
The article focuses on the supposed political correctness of millennials and states that the younger generation 
accuses “Friends” of being sexist, fat shaming and homophobic.  
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Article code 180118M_234 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 18.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/schweiz/basel/story/Muslime-sollen-im-Sommer-zu-Hause-
bleiben-23437569 
 

Headline Half-naked women 
Muslims should stay at home in summer 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
Homosexualität  
 
homosexuality 
 
(noun) 
 

 
After the first Gay Pride parade in Pristina, he 
described homosexuality as a “cancer against 
morality” and as a “disease” and gays (Schwule) as 
criminals in a video message.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Gay 
 
(adjective) 
 

 
After the first Gay Pride parade in Pristina, he 
described homosexuality…. 

 
 

 
Schwule 
 
Gays 
(noun, plural) 
 

 
….cancer against morality” and as a “disease” and 
gays (Schwule) as criminals in a video message. 

 

 
Categories for analysis 
 
 
1. Semiotic choices: 

words and 
overlexicalisation 

 
1.3. use of negative words in connection with 
homosexuals and homosexuality 
 
 
 
1.4. Structural opposition of Islam and homosexuality 
 

 
Homosexuality as a disease 
Homosexuals are criminals 
Homosexuality is against 
morality 
 
 

 
3. Representing 

people: language 
& identity 
Classification of 
social actors 

 

 
3.2. Homosexuals are also collectivized and 
described in plural form 
 

 
Also Muslims are 
collectivized in this article as 
the homophobic counterpart 
to homosexuals. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.2. Homosexuals are passive actors 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 
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4.3. Homosexuals are only adjuncts in this story 
about the video message from an Imam from Basel 

 
 
6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
6.1. rhetorical tropes 
6.1.1. Metaphor is used to describe the context. 
 

 
-  
- Homosexuality is 

described as a cancer. 
 

 
 
General observations: 
 
The article opposes an Imam to the western liberal society. The author of the article writes that he warns Muslims 
from Women and homosexuals and tells them to stay at home during summer because of the risk that Muslims might 
see half-naked women outside. 
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Article code 180114M_14 

Name of publication 20minuten.ch 

Date of publication 14.01.2018 

Link to the article http://www.20min.ch/entertainment/kino/story/Der-Fruehling-wird-ein-Fest-fuer-
Cineasten-27270227 
 

Headline Hot movie spring 
8 Oscar favorites that you will see soon in cinema 

 
 

  

Keywords used in 
article 

Context Comments 

 
LGBT(QIA) 

 
«Call Me by Your Name» 
1983 in Italy, the 17-year-old Elio falls in love with his 
father's much older workmate and begins to explore 
his awakening sexuality. 
Watch the movie because no one makes more 
elegant films than Luca Guadagnino ("A Bigger 
Splash") and newcomer Timothée Chalamet plays his 
co-stars on the wall. Oscar chances high, because 
LGBT movies have arrived in the mainstream after 
the triumph of gay drama "Moonlight" last year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Schwul 
 
Gay 
(adjective, singular) 

 
Oscar chances high, because LGBT movies have 
arrived in the mainstream after the triumph of gay 
(Schwulendrama) drama "Moonlight" last year. 

 
 

 
Categories for analysis 
 

 
4. Representing 
action: transitivity and 
verb processes 
 

 
4.1. Material processes 
4.1.1. homosexuals are actors 
 
 
4.2. Verbal processes 

4.2.2. no verbs of expression are used, no verbal 
process (Homosexuals are not associated with 
verbal processes) 
 
4.3. Homosexuality is not the main topic. 

 

 
 
Emilio falls in love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article is about the latest 
movies and one of them has 
a gay topic. 
 

 
5. Concealing and 
taking for granted 
 

 
5.1. Nominalization or existential process 
(backgrounds the actors) 
Actors are hidden in the text, it is unclear who does 
what by changing a verb into a noun, for example: 
The discrimination of homosexuals. By changing the 
verb to discriminate into a noun discrimination, the 
author does not have to say who discriminates.  
Existential processes (process can lead to 
background actors) The text describes homophobia 
as a common social phenomenon: There is 
homophobia in football or it has been allowed to 
homosexuals to marry. It remains unclear who 
allowed it, the state, society? 
 

 
LGBT movies have arrived 
to mainstream.  
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6. persuading with 
abstraction: rhetoric 
and metaphor 

 
 
6.1.1. Metaphor is used to describe the context. 

 

 
-  
- LGBT movies have a 

arrived to mainstream. 
Stands for the fact, that 
LGBT movies are seen by 
a wider audience. 

 
 
General observations: 
 
LGBT and homosexuality only play a role in connection with the movie “Call me by your name 
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Appendix III: Number of sub-categories appeared in the 20 articles (in numbers and %) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Categories of analysis Sub-categories in numbers in %

1.1.   Overlexicalisation of the term schwul or gay 4 20.00%
1.2.   Overlexicalisation of the informal term lesbisch 1 5.00%
1.3.   Use of negative adjectives or words 5 25.00%
1.4.   Structural oppositions 8 40.00%
2.1.   Neutral structuring verbs 1 5.00%
2.2.   Metapropositional verbs 3 15.00%
2.3.   Metalinguistic verbs 0 0.00%
2.4.   Transcript verbs 0 0.00%
3.1.   Homosexuals are personalized 5 25.00%
3.2.   Homosexuals are collectivized or objectified 9 45.00%
4.1.1. Homosexuals are active actors 8 40.00%
4.1.2. Homosexuals are passive actors 12 60.00%
4.2.   Verbal processes
4.2.1. Active verbs of expression 3 15.00%
4.2.2. No verbs are used 17 85.00%
4.3.   Adjuncts 7 35.00%

5. Concealing and taking for granted 5.1.   Nominalization or existential process 7 35.00%
6.1.   rhetorical tropes
6.1.1. Metaphors are used to describe the context 9 45.00%
6.1.2. hyperbole 3 15.00%

1. Semiotic choices: words and overlexicalisation

2. Presenting speech & speakers: quoting verbs

3. Representing people: language & identity

6.  Persuading with abstraction: rhetoric and metaphor



 

 105 
 

Appendix IIII: Topic clusters and sub-categories identified for each article  
 

 


