
 

As 2018 draws to a close I offer a few reflections on the success, 

challenges and lessons learned from another rich year of youth 

ministry in the diocese. 

  

Building Community 

One major success is the growing sense of community and col-

laboration amongst those of us in ministry to the young Church.  

More and more leaders in youth ministry are participating in 

workshops, attending retreats, receiving emails and joining our 

online Facebook group.  Now that this office has expanded to 

include catechists and parish catechetical leaders I look forward 

to more fellowship and collaboration in 2019. 

 

Leader Formation 

2018 offered several opportunities for leaders to grow in their 

ministry and grow in their faith.  National experts such as Doug 

Tooke and Rich Curran brought their expertise to youth minis-

try leaders and clergy in early 2018, while many others attended 

regional workshops facilitated by my office.  The annual retreat 

last October was a wonderful day of reflection, prayer, and fel-

lowship for all involved.  Credible Catholic provided a wonderful 

in-service on science and religion in the Catholic classroom to 

youth ministers, catechists, and catholic school teachers. Cur-

rently, I am lining up more top-notch presenters, programs and 

retreat opportunities to strengthen our ministries in 2019. 

 

 

Youth Events 

2018 offered another strong calendar of youth events including 

camps, retreats, rallies, trips, and more.  The programming re-

mains stronger than ever with many of the teens sharing pro-

found experiences of Christ and community.  While some events 

showed a decrease in attendance, others continue to grow.  

2019 is shaping up to be another strong year for youth event 

offerings culminating with NCYC in November.  I pray that by 

continuing to offer strong programs and relying on parishes to 

share these opportunities with their youth we can draw more 

participation in our diocesan events and ministries. 

 

Parish Support 

I had the privilege to visit more parish youth programs in 2018 

than ever before!  Visiting leadership teams, visiting with DRE’s, 

offering staff in-services, and providing individualized support is at 

the heart of what my office strives to do.  Moreover, we part-

nered with Mr. Rich Curran of Parish Success Group to create a 

6 parish “coaching cohort” focused on strategizing for evangeliza-

tion and growth.  My prayer is that we will continue to grow our 

parish support services to a broader range of parish communities 

so that you feel supported in your ministries where it counts 

most...your parish! 

 

Please know of my deep appreciation for all the work, sacrifice, 

and dedication each of you have put in this past year, and I look 

forward to another great year of ministry in 2019! 
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Upcoming Webinars 

Webinars are a great way to 

get high quality formation in a 

convenient (and often free!) 

way.   They typically last one 

hour and encourage interac-

tion and discussion amongst 

participants.  Here are webinar 

options coming up this month.  

I highly recommend you check 
them out!  

 

 

 Spirituality Once-

Removed December 18, 
2018 at 2:00 PM EST Pre-

senter:  Mike Patin 

 

 Teaching About Religion 
in a Polarized Age: Guide-

lines and Resources 

Tuesday, December 11, 

2018 4:00 PM EST 

  
 

Click here to view past webi-

nars on a wide array of rele-

vant topics in youth ministry. 

 Faith formation is more than a subject to be taught...it is a way of life! 

-Joe Paprocki  

Christina  Lamas addresses the US Conference of 
Bishops at the Baltimore Meeting 

Top 100 Quotes I Overheard at the Synod  
on Young People 

By Jonathan Lewis, America Magazine 

On November 12, Ms. Christina Lamas, Executive Director of the National Federation 

for Catholic Youth Ministry, addressed the US Conference of Bishops on the abuse 

crisis.  It was the first time a lay person was invited to address the conference on this 

topic.  She spoke on behalf of the laity, youth, and all those who minister to them.  She 

invited to Bishops to rediscover their original call to the priesthood, and challenged 

them to embrace transparency, accountability, and partner with the laity as they seek 

healing and progress in the Church. 

Listen to Christina’s powerful testimony here! (she comes on about 7mn into the vid-

eo) 
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N a t i o n a l  a n d  G l o b a l  N e w s  

For a month I sat perched high up in the nosebleed seats of the synod hall reserved 

for the auditors, or lay participants, of the Synod on Young People, the Faith, and 

Vocational Discernment. It came with a view of Pope Francis and the hundreds of 

bishops, priests and fellow lay people participating in the synod. Each day we sat for 

hours listening to four-minute interventions, one from each person in the hall. 

While the synod team incorporated many of these ideas into the final document, I 

wanted to share some of the quotes that I scribbled down in my notebook. The 

quotes are shared anonymously as we have been asked to respect the privacy of the 

synod, which Pope Francis described as the “protected space where the Holy Spirit 

acts.” 

 

Listening and Discernment 

1. We are here to demonstrate that young people engaged in the church are right 

and that the church is worthwhile. 

2. We need practical efforts, not fruitless documents. 

3. If I disagree with someone, I have to listen more carefully. 

4. Discernment is not a slogan or technique for administration, it is an attitude and 

act of faith. 

5. Young people want to see the church modeling discernment before applying it to 

their life. 

 

Read Full Article 

http://nfcym.org/webinars/
http://nfcym.org/webinars/
http://nfcym.org/webinars/
http://nfcym.org/webinars/
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwcc.on24.com%25252Fwebcast%25252Fgroupregistration%25252F1817389&eventid=1817389&sessionid=1&key=8DB9B863F5D5440C15BEDDF25B7D0499&regTag=348236&s
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwcc.on24.com%25252Fwebcast%25252Fgroupregistration%25252F1817389&eventid=1817389&sessionid=1&key=8DB9B863F5D5440C15BEDDF25B7D0499&regTag=348236&s
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwcc.on24.com%25252Fwebcast%25252Fgroupregistration%25252F1817389&eventid=1817389&sessionid=1&key=8DB9B863F5D5440C15BEDDF25B7D0499&regTag=348236&s
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwcc.on24.com%25252Fwebcast%25252Fgroupregistration%25252F1817389&eventid=1817389&sessionid=1&key=8DB9B863F5D5440C15BEDDF25B7D0499&regTag=348236&s
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwcc.on24.com%25252Fwebcast%25252Fgroupregistration%25252F1817389&eventid=1817389&sessionid=1&key=8DB9B863F5D5440C15BEDDF25B7D0499&regTag=348236&s
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/3137548062961020934
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/3137548062961020934
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/3137548062961020934
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QuOcOBGJFY&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0O_7XqSmJeI5aHBKANU-7MdI2m6MCVAuKhRst0ZcKkV0lWbn2YRTcW1CY
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2018-10/synod-of-bishops-young-people-final-document-summary.html
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2018/10/27/youth-synod-final-document-urges-accompaniment-endorses-women-church-leadership
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D i o c e s a n  N e w s  

On November 15 Lee Roessler and Joe Heim offered pray-

er, music and guided meditation in front of the Blessed Sac-

rament for the middle and high schoolers at Sacred Heart 

School in Sedalia.  Roessler performed as part of the 177 

project, an initiative to facilitate Adoration in 177 diocese 

across the United States.  Through the 45mn session, 

Roessler floated between song, story, and silence to give 

students an experience of Christ in his Sacramental Form.  

Later that night, Roessler and Heim led an extended con-

cert and adoration for over 100 parishioners from the Pet-

tis County parishes.  A special thanks to Debbie Bolin, 

Campus Minister at Sacred Heart, for working with us to 

make this special experience possible! 

Catholic Songwriter Lee Roessler Leads Adoration with Middle and High 
Schoolers at Sacred Heart, Sedalia 

Peace Circles Prove Successful At Holts Summit Youth Group 
By Kris Hartman, Acts 29 Youth Group Coordinator, St. Andrew’s 

Our group meets after 9:30am Mass the first Sunday of each month.  We 

always eat, we always pray, sometimes we play Putt-Putt, sometimes we 

attend conferences together, have swim parties, see religious movies and 

discuss at Pizza Hut.  And sometimes we just sit and have beautiful fellow-

ship with one another.  

 

Last month, Fr. Joe Corel came in with an agenda.  His new position as Vicar 

of Prison Ministry led him to a training seminar over the summer in wherein 

he learned about Peace Keeping Circles.   These circles date back to Native 

American tribes, been around for many, many years. But would they work with youth?  Would they get it?  I have to say YES!  

 

We sat in our circle with the 4 adult moderators and 8 youth 8-12 grade.  Fr. Joe laid out the cloth on the floor and unpacked the 

speaking pieces.  Then he laid out the rules; one person speaks at a time while holding a talking piece, the talking piece gets passed 

around the circle, respect all members of the circle and their feelings, what happens in the circle stays in the circle.  Then, he gave 

the prompt, “How are you feeling today.”  No one word answers.  Everyone has to speak!          

                                                                                                                                          

With Fr. Joe leading the circle, we all took turns speaking, sharing, opening ourselves up without hesitation.  I was completely 

amazed at how quickly the group picked up the way the circle worked. All people, whether children, teens, or adults long for inter-

actions and relationships that are built on honesty and respect.  When you can share comfortably in front of peers, adults, pastors 

without fear of ridicule or condemnation, how beautiful!  I heard sad hearts, grateful spirits, concerns and blessings that day.  These 

kids, with fragile spirits, learned to have a constructive conversation with each other without all of the negative outside influences 

they are bombarded with daily.   

 

I am excited to have a new tool to get to know this group of young adults better and to help them learn more about each other 

and themselves. 

 

-Kris Hartman, Acts 29 Coordinator, and Events Coordinator for the Diocese 



 

N o v e m b e r  C o n n e c t i o n s  

Holidays to Connect 
Youth With This Month 

 First Sunday of Advent -   

Dec 2 

 Hanukkah Begins - Dec 2 

 Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception - Dec 8 

 Int’l Human Rights Day -     

Dec 10 

 Feast of Our Lady of Guada-

lupe - Dec 12 

 Int’l Migrants Day - Dec 18 

 Christmas Eve - Dec 24 

 Christmas Day - Dec 25 

 Feast of the Holy Family -    

Dec 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy People to Profile 
this Month 

 St. Francis Xavier 

 St. Nicholas 

 St. Lucy 

 St. John of the Cross 

 St. Stephen 

No...the feast of the Immaculate Conception is not recalling 

how Jesus was conceived as many of our young people think!  

On this day we celebrate Mary’s existence in the world entering 

our reality without sin.  Here are a few places to help share the 

message of this feast with your kids. 

 Celebrating the Feast of the IC in the home 

 Craft ideas for younger children 

 Cooking recipe and Feast of the IC! 

 Prayer service, mass and activities for children 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe: December 12 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

On December 12 we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe, patroness of the Americas.  Her story is a powerful 

one that has a natural attraction for young people.  If you min-

ister to Hispanic youth this feast cannot be ignored.  Here are 

a few places to start: 

 Lesson plan for grade schoolers 

 Prayer to Our Lady from St. John XXIII 

 Resources for Juan Diego and Our Lady 

 Bishop Barren’s reaction to visiting the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe 

December 2 marks the First Sunday of Advent.  Since 

many youth programs meet on Sunday afternoons or 

evenings, Advent provides a great way to help our 

youth prepare themselves for Christmas.  There are 

many simple, fun, prayerful ideas that you can offer this 

month to help keep the focus on the coming of Christ .  

Here are some places to start! 

 

 Advent in 2 minutes (video clip) 

 Advent: More than a chocolate calendar (video with Fr. Mike Schmitz) 

 Advent Activity using scripture, lights, and Coldplay’s “Christmas Lights” 

 Advent Prayer Service (short) Advent Prayer Service (longer) 

 Digital Advent Calendar and Resources from the USCCB 

Resources for Advent 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=632
http://www.catholicicing.com/immaculate-conception-craft-for-catholic-kids-how-to-explain-the-real-meaning/
http://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/search/label/Immaculate%20Conception
http://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Feast-of-the-Immaculate-Conception.pdf
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-activities/lesson-plans/our-lady-of-guadalupe-lesson-plan
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/contemporary-prayers/prayer-to-our-lady-of-guadalupe-by-pope-john-xxiii
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/juan-diego-activity-and-our-lady-of-guadalupe-lesson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9QmxmZBSR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9QmxmZBSR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SA-gx-PWB0A
http://www.rethinkingyouthministry.com/2011/11/advent-2011-ideas-for-youth-ministry.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwj359z_h-TXAhXq54MKHSspAIsQFggvMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholiccincinnati.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2011%2F11%2FADVENT-PRAYER-SERVICE-Longing-for-the-Light.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0rROkzwY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0ahUKEwj359z_h-TXAhXq54MKHSspAIsQFgg1MAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatechistsjourney.loyolapress.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2012%2F11%2FAdvent-2010-Prayer-Service-with-postures-added.pdf&usg=AOv
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent/index.cfm


 

Will You Be My  
Witness? 

By Tom East, Center for Ministry 

Development 
 

Today, more than ever, youth 
and families are longing for wit-
nesses. People who have experi-
enced Christ in their life and who 
live in a way that is transformed 
by that experience. I was re-
flecting on the scripture passage 
about a host of witnesses and 
applying that to my life (Hebrew 
12:1). I thought about values and 
beliefs that I hold dear and the 
people that I saw who showed 
me their meaning through their 
lives. Family members, friends, 
colleagues, and role models make 
up this community of believers 
who shared how God was in their 
life and demonstrated their belief 
by living a life transformed.  
 
Sometimes, I feel hesitant to wit-
ness about my faith because I 
worry about turning people off, 
being preachy, or being associat-
ed with people who are strident 
and harsh in the way that they 
share their faith by condemning 
others. In these moments, I strive 
to remember the simple truth of 
what witnessing is all about. It 
isn't forced. It isn't complex. Wit-
nessing is embodying the values I 
hold in my actions and pointing 
to the one who shows me the 
way.  
 

Here are some key points about 
being a witness:  
 
 

Read More 

The 6 Characteristics of the Spirituality of the Catechist 
By Julianne Stanz, Catechist Journey 

“Catechists must have a deep spirituality.” 

(Guide for Catechists 6) 

 

One of my favorite Disney movies is Big Hero 6. The story centers around a computer 

prodigy named Hiro who forms a team of superheroes to combat an evil villain. Along the 

way, these tiny superheroes realize that while each of them have their own special gifts, 

they are stronger and more effective when they work together to combat darkness. 

As catechists we work together as a community of disciples to share our faith with others. 

The word catechist comes from the Greek word “to echo.” In order to thrive spiritually 

and to pass along the faith effectively, we need spiritual practices that will help us convinc-

ingly echo Christ today. The Guide for Catechists—issued by the Congregation for the Evan-

gelization of Peoples in 1993—outlined the six characteristics of the spirituality of the cat-

echist: 

 

1. Openness to God 

2. Openness to the Church 

3. Openness to the world 

4. Authenticity of life 

5. Missionary zeal 

6. Devotion to Mary 

 

These six characteristics are the “big hero six” of our catechetical ministry. Together they 
form a tapestry for a catechist’s spiritual life that keeps us nourished so that we can echo 
Jesus and the teachings of the Catholic Church clearly, lovingly, and enthusiastically.  
 

Read Full Article here 5 

S p i r i t u a l i t y  F o r  M i n i s t r y  

https://www.cmdnet.org/cmd-blogs-ministry/entry/will-you-be-my-witness
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/06/spirituality-of-the-catechist-six-characteristics/


 

Top 10 Most Helpful 
Links for Youth      
Ministry 

1. Office of Youth Minis-

try and Religious Dio-

cese of Jeff City 

2. USCCB Youth and 

Young Adults 

3. Center for Ministry 

Development 

4. National Federation for 

Catholic Youth Ministry 

5. CRS Education 

6. Life Teen 

7. Project YM 

8. Fe y Vida 

9. Busted Halo 

10. Discipleship Focused 

Youth Ministry 

 

For a comprehensive list of 

helpful resources and links 

Click Here! 

 

Top 3 YouTube Clips 
to use in youth group! 

1. Simple Christmas 

(inspirational reflection 

clip) 

2. The True Story of 

Christmas (funny, cate-

chetical) 

3. Matt Maher - The Ad-

vent of Christmas Full 

Album 

Activity of the Month: Christmas Icebreakers! 

This month Lifeteen has released  a free resource focused 

on helping teens examine the current abuse crisis and scan-

dal in the Church.  The goal of this Life Night is to discuss 

scandal and corruption within the Church, while remaining 

assured of Christ’s victory over evil. The teens will also be 

encouraged to rise and become the saints the Church of 

today needs.   The lesson comes complete with discussion 

guides, downloadable reflection sheets, scripture and CCC 

connections and supplemental video resources.  This great 

resource is easily adaptable whether your parish runs a 

LifeTeen program or not.   

 

Click here to access the lesson.  

Saran Wrap Ball Game: Wrap candy and small prizes in layers of Saran Wrap. Form a circle and go 

around the circle, rolling dice. When a player rolls a double, they unwrap the Saran Wrap and get the next 

prize.  

 

White Elephant: To keep your gift exchange cheap for families, consider having students bring random 

things from around their house, their best gag gifts, or regift something from last year.  

 

Santa’s Beard: In this game, rub Vaseline all over the chin and cheeks of the willing participants. Give 

them a minute to place as many cotton balls on their face as possible. Person with most cotton balls wins!  

 
Oh Christmas Tree: Give each player 36 Red or Green Solo Cups. First player to stack the 36 cups 

into a pyramid (Christmas tree) and put them back into a single stack wins. 

Wrap Battles: Place five minutes on the clock. Give each team one roll of wrapping paper, tape, Christ-

mas bows, and ribbon. Each team wraps one player, and the best-wrapped player’s team wins! 

 

Fill the Stockings: Get teams of two, and give one person a Christmas stocking and the other ping pong 

balls. Have the players toss the ping pong balls into the stockings. Team with the most in their stocking in 

a minute wins! If the teams run out of ping pong balls, they can run around and grab them off the ground.  

 

For more great Christmas activities click here! 
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The Precious Present 
A Christmas Activity Night for Youth Group, Project YM 

A Time Such as This 
A Lifenight on Scandal and Corruption in the Church from LifeTeen 

“When I was in elementary school, I had a friend whose parents both worked.  Her 
mom, being a busy working mother, was very prepared and had all her gifts pur-
chased, wrapped, and under the tree by Thanksgiving.  My friend and her brother 
could not wait until school let out for Christmas Break so that they could unwrap all 
the gifts (Carefully!) and see what they were going to get.  Then, they would careful-
ly re-wrap them before their parents got home from work.  I never understood this…
I was the girl who never picked up or shook her gift to try to guess what it was.  I 
know, not many of us around, but I genuinely loved the surprise on Christmas morn-
ing.  But, I am rare.  Most kids love to pick up their gifts, shake them and try to guess 
at what is inside!!!  Well, that is how my Christmas Youth Group meeting begins…” 
 
Click here for the full activity! 

Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y  R e s o u r c e s  

http://www.oymdiojeffcity.com
http://www.oymdiojeffcity.com
http://www.oymdiojeffcity.com
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/who-we-teach/youth-and-young-adult-ministry.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/who-we-teach/youth-and-young-adult-ministry.cfm
https://www.cmdnet.org/
https://www.cmdnet.org/
http://www.nfcym.org
http://www.nfcym.org
http://education.crs.org/?_ga=1.18909949.430653547.1478724759
http://www.lifeteen.com
http://projectym.com/
http://www.feyvida.org/index.html
http://www.bustedhalo.com
http://discipleshipym.com/are-youth-leaders-ready-to-think-outside-of-programs/
http://discipleshipym.com/are-youth-leaders-ready-to-think-outside-of-programs/
http://www.diojeffcity.org/professional-resources-and-helpful-links/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7qIOF_rUTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7qIOF_rUTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7qIOF_rUTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sO3InyiIjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sO3InyiIjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sO3InyiIjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5-qFiyJusk&list=PLOWDZJe5wh3iJ2J-yKz4MjIvB0yFd2akg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5-qFiyJusk&list=PLOWDZJe5wh3iJ2J-yKz4MjIvB0yFd2akg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5-qFiyJusk&list=PLOWDZJe5wh3iJ2J-yKz4MjIvB0yFd2akg
https://lifeteen.com/cym/life-night/a-time-such-as-this/
https://www.youthworker.com/articles/25-christmas-activity-ideas/
https://projectym.com/the-precious-present-a-christmas-activity-discussion-for-teens/


 

To help you share the Christ-

mas story with children, we’re 

happy to share a Christmas 

Bible story booklet with you. 

The text of the booklet is from 

the Loyola Kids Book of Bible 

Stories by popular Catholic 

children’s author Amy Wel-

born. Print out the booklet 

and share with your class in a 

session on the birth of Jesus, 

or send copies home for fami-

lies to enjoy together. Use copies as Christmas cards to your students, or invite children 

to draw pictures of the first Christmas as you read the booklet together. Make sure to 

give a copy to children involved in the Christmas pageant too.  

Click here to access the free downloadable booklet from Catechist Journey 

Make Beliefs Comix is an online program that allows kids to create comic strips from 

scratch.  The simple, straightforward platform is easy for kids to learn and easily adapt-

able to any catechetical lesson.  Send kids home with the challenge to create a comic 

based on the lectionary that week, or the life of a saint that you learned.  Have them 

create a comic to illustrate a teaching of Jesus or the Church.  Students can download 

and print their comics and bring them to share the following week. 

 

Click here to play around and create a comic of your own! 

Downloadable Christmas Bible Story Booklet 
From the Catechists Journey 

Make Beliefs Comix 
A fun way to use technology to teach 

R e l i g i o u s  E d  R e s o u r c e s  

Top 10 Most Helpful 
Links for Religious 
Education 

1. Office of Youth Minis-

try and Religious Dio-

cese of Jeff City 

2. USCCB Office of Evan-

gelization and Catech-

esis 

3. National Conference 

for Catechetical Lead-

ership 

4. Catechetical Resources 

from the Arch of New 

York 

5. St. Mary’s Press Re-

source Center 

6. Joe Paprocki Catechist 

Training Channel 

7. The Religion Teacher 

8. The Catholic Catechist 

9. The Liturgical Catechist 

10. Amazing Catechists 
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Catholic Mass Activities for Kids and Teens 
by Jared Dees, The Religion Teacher 

There are so many fun ways to teach kids about the Catholic Mass. This collection of 
Catholic Mass activities should help you plan your next lesson about the mass or help 
prepare students for school or parishes masses throughout the year. Whether you are 
teaching students about the liturgy or specifically about the Eucharist, try some of the 
activities below in your parish or school classrooms.  

Click here for list of activities 
To “be” 

catechists!  Not 

to “work” as 

catechists.  

Catechesis is a 

vocation! 

  - Pope Francis, 

Congress on 

Catechesis 

https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/12/christmas-bible-story-booklet/
https://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
https://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
http://www.oymdiojeffcity.com
http://www.oymdiojeffcity.com
http://www.oymdiojeffcity.com
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/index.cfm
https://nccl.org/
https://nccl.org/
https://nccl.org/
https://nyfaithformation.org/catechist-helps-and-resources
https://nyfaithformation.org/catechist-helps-and-resources
https://nyfaithformation.org/catechist-helps-and-resources
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/category/Other-Activities/21/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/category/Other-Activities/21/
https://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=54BB02407D02AFF2
https://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=54BB02407D02AFF2
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/
http://www.catholiccatechist.org/
http://theliturgicalcatechist.weebly.com/
http://amazingcatechists.com/category/resources/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/catholic-mass-activities/


 

F o r m a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

OYM and Rel. Ed Mission  

The Office of Youth Ministry  and 
Religious Education strives to em-
power young people and those who 
minister to them to live as disciples 
of Jesus in the Church and world.  

OYM Philosophy 

Our approach is comprehensive, 
understanding that youth ministry 
works best when the entire parish 
is involved.  Using the principles 
outlined in Renewing the Vision, 
the Office of Youth Ministry collab-
orates with parish leaders to draw 
youth into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus, and fuller participation 
in the life, mission, and ministry of 
the Church.  By supporting parish-
es in the ministry of welcoming, 
engaging, and forming youth, and 
by providing effective resources to 
adult Youth Leaders, we hope to 
create communities where needs 
are met, people are supported, 
families are strengthened, and 
Christ is served. 

Contact Us 

Office of Youth Ministry & Rel. Ed 
Schwartze Catholic Center 
2207 W. Main St. 
Jefferson City, MO 65109 
 

Phone: 573-635-9127 x233 
Fax: 573-635-2286 
E-mail: jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org 
Web: www.oymdiojeffcity.org 
 
Connect with OYM on Facebook!  
 
 
 

 
We ALWAYS want to hear 
from you!  Stayin Connect-
ed is here for your benefit! 

 Share a success story 

 Write an article  

 Recommend resources 

 Spotlight your program 

 Promote  your event 

 
Click here for upcoming trainings 
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Regional Meetings for Directors of Religious Education  

and Parish Catechetical Leaders 
 

If you are a DRE, Parish Catechetical Leader, or Youth Ministry Leader please plan to 

attend one of our upcoming regional meetings.  We will be discussing several im-

portant subjects relevant to your parish ministry with young people: 

 The new policy on digital, online, and social medial communication with 

youth 

 New approaches to Confirmation: A 3-year plan 

 Submitting PSR Program Reports and Teaching Touching Safety Completion 

 

Choose one of the following dates to attend.  Lunch provided! 
 

February 22 from 9-12         February 23 from 9-12 
Schwartze Catholic Center              Immaculate Conception , Macon 

 

March 1 from 9-12  
Schwartze Catholic Center 

 

 

mailto:jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org
http://www.diojeffcity.org/our-church/faith-formation/office-of-youth-ministry/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/284432745274216/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list2.cfm?theme=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/284432745274216/
http://www.diojeffcity.org/child-and-youth-protection/


 

Event Who When Where Cost 

March for  

Life 

Junior High and High 

School 

January 16-20 

 
Washington D.C. $150 

Teens Encounter 

Christ 

Juniors and  

older 

January 19-21 

 

Im. Conception, Jeffer-

son City 
$40 

NET Ministries Parish 

Retreats 

Junior High and High 

School 

February 

 
Participating parishes Varies 

Vocation Reflection 

Days 

Confirmandi, Parents 

and Sponsors 
March 17, 24, and 31 

Cathedral 

Jefferson City 
Free 

Encounter Weekend Junior Boys and older 
April 13-14 

 

Conception  

Abbey 
Free 

6th Grade  

Vocations Day 
All 6th Graders May 1 Cathedral of St. Joseph $5 

Totus Tuus All ages 
June 2-July 19 

 
Participating Parishes $1500/parish 

Camp  

Maccabee I 
High School Boys June 16-20 St. Robert, MO $150 

Teens Encounter 

Christ 

Juniors and  

older 

June 22-24 

 

St. Pius X 

Moberly 
$40 

Camp  

Maccabee II 
High School Boys June 23-28 St. Robert, MO $150 

CHRISTpower 
Sophomore recently  

grad. 
July 14-20 

Helias Catholic High 

School 
$125 

Camp Siena 
High School 

Girls 
July 28-Aug 1 

St Patrick 

Laurie, MO 
$150 

Camp  

Maccabee III 
High School Boys July 21-26 St. Robert, MO $150 

NCYC High Schoolers Nov 21-23 Indianapolis TBD 

2 0 1 9  Yo u t h  E v e n t s  

Visit www.oymdiojeffcity.com for information and registration on all our events! 

http://www.diojeffcity.org/2017-march-for-life-pilgrimage-washington-d-c/
http://www.diojeffcity.org/2017-march-for-life-pilgrimage-washington-d-c/
http://www.midamericatec.com/
http://www.midamericatec.com/
https://www.conceptionabbey.org/encounter-weekend/
https://www.oymdiojeffcity.com/totus-tuus
http://campmaccabee.com/
http://campmaccabee.com/
http://www.midamericatec.com/
http://www.midamericatec.com/
http://campmaccabee.com/
http://campmaccabee.com/
http://www.campsiena.com/
http://campmaccabee.com/
http://campmaccabee.com/
http://www.oymdiojeffcity.com

