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Faith, Fellowship and Formation at its best! 
By John DeLaporte, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

Stayin’ Connected 
A resource for youth leaders in the Diocese of Jefferson City 

Rich Curran, Executive Director of Parish Success Group addressing 50 priests, 

deacons, and Pastoral Administrators on strategies to grow your parish.  Rich 

provided pastoral leaders with tools and approaches to evangelize, and challenged 

participants to rethink parish structures for reaching youth and families today. 

Doug Tooke facilitating our seminar on youth ministry in the rural parish in Mon-

roe City (top right) and Eldon (bottom right).  Doug ‘s message for the day focused 

on the nurturing our own relationship with God  as a necessary requirement of 

ministry.  He also looked to small-group ministry as the key to evangelizing youth 

today, and noted that rural parishes are uniquely disposed to do small group min-

istry really well.  Finally, he challenged everyone to innovate in ministry, and to not 

shy away from the hard conversations that sometimes occur when we look to try 

to new things. 



 

Upcoming Webinars 

Webinars are a great way to 

get high quality formation in a 

convenient (and often free!) 
way.   They typically last one 

hour and encourage interac-

tion and discussion amongst 

participants.  Here are webinar 

options coming up this month.  

I highly recommend you check 

them out!  

 

 Forming Parents as Mis-

sionary Disciples. May 15, 

2018 2:00 PM ED  

Presenters: Diane Kledzik, 

Linda Moses and Kathe-

rine Angulo 

Moderator: Adam Ga-

nucheau 

 

 The National Dialogue on 

Catholic Pastoral Ministry 

with Youth and Young 

Adults: What is It and How 

Can You Be Involved?  May 

22 at 2pm 

 
 

Click here to view past webi-

nars on a wide array of rele-

vant topics in youth ministry. 

“YOUNG PEOPLE, THE FAITH AND VOCATIONAL  

DISCERNMENT” 

PRE-SYNODAL MEETING: FINAL DOCUMENT 

The young person of today is met with a host of external and internal challenges and opportuni-

ties, many of which are specific to their individual contexts and some of which are shared across 

continents. In light of this, it is necessary for the Church to examine the way in which it thinks 

about and engages with young people in order to be an effective, relevant and life-giving guide 

throughout their lives. 

This document is a synthesized platform to express some of our thoughts and experiences. It is 
important to note that these are the reflections of young people of the 21st century from vari-

ous religious and cultural backgrounds. With this in mind, the Church should view these reflec-

tions not as an empirical analysis of any other time in the past, but rather as an expression of 

where we are now, where we are headed and as an indicator of what she needs to do moving 

forward. 

It is important at the outset to clarify the parameters of this document. It is neither to compose 

a theological treatise, nor is it to establish new Church teaching. Rather, it is a statement reflect-

ing the specific realities, personalities, beliefs and experiences of the young people of the world. 

This document is destined for the Synodal Fathers. This is to give the Bishops a compass, point-

ing towards a clearer understanding of young people: a navigational aid for the upcoming Bish-

ops’ Synod on “Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment” in October 2018. It is 

important that these experiences be viewed and understood according to the various contexts 

in which young people are situated. 

These reflections were borne out of the meeting of more than 300 young representatives from 
around the world, convened in Rome March 19-24, 2018 at the inaugural Pre-Synodal Meeting of 

Young People and the participation of 15,000 young people engaged online through the Face-

book groups. 

The document is understood as a summary of all of our participants’ input based on the work of 

20 language groups and 6 from social media. This will be one source, among others, that will 

contribute to the Instrumentum Laboris for the Synod of Bishops 2018. It is our hope that the 

Church and other institutions can learn from the process of this Pre-Synodal Meeting and listen 

to the voices of young people. 

Read the full document produced by the youth here! 

2 

N a t i o n a l  N e w s  a n d  F o r m a t i o n  

300+ youth and young adults from around the world who gathered in Rome for the pre-

synodal meeting leading up to the 2018 Synod.   
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http://www.synod2018.va/content/synod2018/en/news/final-document-from-the-pre-synodal-meeting.html
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D i o c e s a n  N e w s  and Views 

Competition, food, fellowship, 

prayer and Mass all combined to 

make a wonderful day for youth 

and families from Marshall, Milan, 

Sedalia, and Mexico Missouri at 

Cosmo Park in Columbia.  Mar-

shall took the tournament with 

Milan and Sedalia taking 2nd and 

3rd respectively.  Thanks to the 

many people who helped make 

the day a success! 

Soccer Tournament and Family Day 
Pastoral Juvenil Hispana 

May - Confirmation Celebrations 

Please congratulate the following parishes celebrating the 

Sacrament of Confirmation this month.  Blessings and joy 

on your efforts to bring these young people to the sacra-

ment.   

 

Please pray for: 

 

 St. Boniface - Brunswick 

 St. Joseph - Hurricane Branch 

 St. Raphael - Indian Grove 

 St. Pius X - Moberly 

 St. George - Hermann 

 St. Thomas - St. Thomas 

 St. Cecilia - Meta 

 Sts. Peter and Paul - Boonville 

 St. Joseph - Pilot Grove 

 Immaculate Conception - Owensville 

 Holy Cross - Cuba 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Immaculate Conception - St. James 

 St. Joseph - Martinsburg 

 Resurrection - Wellsville 

 Immaculate Conception - Montgomery City 

Bishop McKnight celebrating his first Confirmation  



 

Reflections on the Youth Ministry in the Rural Parish 
By Melissa Albertson, Catechists at Sacred Heart - Eldon 

As a catechist for ninth and tenth graders, I was excited to attend the Youth Ministry Seminar sponsored by the Diocese this 

past April. Not only was I fortunate it was in my home parish of Sacred Heart in Eldon, but also on a topic I could relate to: 

Youth Ministry in the Rural Parish (and all its guts and glory). The selected speaker, Doug Tooke, did not disappoint, nor did 

his credentials—years in youth ministry (in the beautiful, rural areas of Montana) and currently as Director of Marketing and 

Development at ODB Films that produced the recently released Paul the Apostle (from which he shared many insider stories 

throughout the day).    

 

One question he asked the audience was if we knew how big the churches were that Paul evangelized? “How many people 

was he writing those letters to,” he asked. “A mere 10 to 30 people, isn’t that beautiful?”  

 

Doug shared this early in his presentation and used this truth to convey the message that rural parishes have a special oppor-

tunity to connect with youth in smaller groups—to form relationships with them that then help them form a relationship with 

the Lord in order to guide them toward a love for their Savior. He stated that while we could have excellent “programs” 

those only go so far to move the hearts of youth. “Personal spiritual experiences brought forth leadership in the early 

church,” he said. “Youth need to hear from you, ‘here’s how my heart was changed by the Lord.’” As a part of this, he 

stressed the importance for youth leaders to continue to work on their own relationship with the Lord. “If you’re struggling 

spiritually—with intimacy with the Lord—it will directly affect what you’re doing in ministry,” he said.  

 

Gut check … so often we get so busy doing “the things” of youth ministry or other parish volunteer efforts that we don’t 

take time to do “THE thing” which is spending time with the Lord in the Scriptures, in prayer, in adoration, in silence. We, 

too often, go back to a well that is bone dry. 

 
About a week after his presentation—all the information and ideas from it still whirling in my head—I came across two blog 

posts speaking about helping young people encounter the Lord. I shared one of them in the Diocese Youth Ministry Facebook 

group and encourage you to take a few moments to read and reflect on both: Religion vs Relationship and Why It’s Good 

That Our Young People Are Doubting and The Good News of Relationship, and the Sad News of Our Missing It. 

 

In addition to those great articles, I’d like to share some great ideas from Doug (that he actually conducted for grades 7-12). 

Connected to the comment about “programs” and “THE thing”, these ideas are based on the “basics” of Mass, Scriptures and 

adoration. I am still pondering how cool it would be if we could do even one new thing in our parish next fall: 

 

He hosted a 6am bible study at a local coffee shop because a few teens asked for it but could only meet at that time. They 

met and simply discussed the upcoming Sunday Mass readings. Over time it grew from a few to more than 30 and 

included non-Catholic kids. 

He coordinated “Mass & Breakfast” where Mass was early one day a week from 6:30-7am followed by breakfast from 7-

7:45am, provided by some Knights volunteers in the parish (who were meeting for coffee anyway). It brought youth 

and parents together for another Mass (and fellowship) other than Sundays. 

He worked with a pastor one PSR year to expose the Blessed Sacrament for the last 15 minutes of class. While at first 

awkward to get the youth acclimated to “doing” Adoration, he stated that by the mid-year survey they conducted, 

youth ranked it the number one thing they loved, acknowledging their need for more prayer and silence in their lives. 

   

There’s too much to summarize here, but the seminar was excellent—the best I have been to thus far—and I encourage you 

to go to the next one regardless of the ages you work with. We all need this “continuing education” to keep our well filled up 

and to grow in our love of the Lord so that we may authentically serve the youth we encounter in our parishes and else-

where.  
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Y o u t h  M i n i s t r y  A n n u a l  S e m i n a r  

https://walkingwithpurpose.com/religion-vs-relationship-and-why-its-good-that-our-young-people-are-doubting/
https://walkingwithpurpose.com/religion-vs-relationship-and-why-its-good-that-our-young-people-are-doubting/
https://walkingwithpurpose.com/the-good-news-of-relationship-and-the-sad-news-of-our-missing-it/


 

A d u lt  F o r m a t i o n  

OYM Mission  

The Office of Youth Ministry strives 
to empower young people and 

those who minister to them to live 
as disciples of Jesus in the Church 
and world.  

OYM Philosophy 

Our approach is comprehensive, 
understanding that youth ministry 
works best when the entire parish 
is involved.  Using the principles 
outlined in Renewing the Vision, 
the Office of Youth Ministry collab-
orates with parish leaders to draw 
youth into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus, and fuller participation 
in the life, mission, and ministry of 
the Church.  By supporting parish-
es in the ministry of welcoming, 
engaging, and forming youth, and 
by providing effective resources to 
adult Youth Leaders, we hope to 

create communities where needs 
are met, people are supported, 
families are strengthened, and 
Christ is served. 

Contact Us 

Office of Youth Ministry 

Schwartze Catholic Center 

2207 W. Main St. 

Jefferson City, MO 65109 
 

Phone: 573-635-9127 x233 

Fax: 573-635-2286 

E-mail: jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org 

Web: www.oymdiojeffcity.org 

 

Connect with OYM on Facebook!  

 

 

 

We ALWAYS want to hear 

from you!  Stayin Connect-

ed is here for your benefit! 

 Share a success story 

 Write an article  

 Recommend resources 

 Spotlight your program 

 Promote  your event 

 

Click here for upcoming trainings 
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Calendar of Adult Formation 

Click Here to Learn More and Register Online 

Event Who When Where Cost 

Pastoral Juvenil 

Gathering 

Hispanic Youth 

Ministers 

January St. Patrick 

Sedalia 

Free 

Lead and Follow 

Workshop 

Youth Ministers 

Catechists 

Feb 3 Newman Center 

Columbia 

Free 

Lead and Follow 

Workshop 

Youth Ministers 

Catechists 

Feb 17 St. Mary 

Shelbina 

Free 

Annual Seminar Youth Ministers 

Catechists 

April 14  

April 15 

Eldon 

Monroe City 

$10 

Pastoral Juvenil 

Gathering 

Hispanic Youth 

Ministers 

May TBD Free 

Pastoral Juvenil 

Gathering 

Hispanic Youth 

Ministers 

Sept TBD Free 

Annual Retreat Youth Ministers 

Catechists 

October 27 Covt. Point 

Holts Summit 

TBD 

Lead and Follow 

Workshop 

Youth Ministers 

Catechists 

Nov-Dec TBD TBD 

NCCYM Youth Ministers 

Catechists 

Dec 6-8 Tampa, FL Travel, Registra-

tion, Hotel, etc! 

mailto:jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org
http://www.diojeffcity.org/our-church/faith-formation/office-of-youth-ministry/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/284432745274216/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list2.cfm?theme=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/284432745274216/
http://www.diojeffcity.org/child-and-youth-protection/
https://www.oymdiojeffcity.com/adult-formation


 

H e l p  P r o m o t e  o u r  S u m m e r  Yo u t h  E v e n t s !  

Visit https://www.oymdiojeffcity.com/youth-programs for registration and information 

https://www.oymdiojeffcity.com/youth-programs

