THE ROAR
CELTIC TIGERS OFFICIAL UPDATE
Issue 3 / 4NCL 17-18 / You can’t stop a tiger

WELCOME

CONTRIBUTERS
A friendly ROAR goes to the
following tigers who
contributed to this issue:

Welcome to the 3rd edition of The Roar, which contains a match report for
the February 2018 4NCL weekend, as well as general club news.
Thank you to everyone for the amazing feedback on the Roar, to help make it
bigger and better each issue! It’s great to know it has been an enjoyable read,
and if you have any suggestions or feedback in the future, please email, tweet
or facebook us!
The February weekend proved that you may slow a tiger down, but it will
never be stopped. We came into the weekend on the back of a draw and a loss
in the January matches, though this didn’t hold us back, in the words of the
great Rocky Balboa:

GM Matthieu Cornette
FM Hendrik Hoffman
Nick Larter
😊

A poll was put out to the players and fans before the weekend asking if they
believed we would go back to our winning ways and score a perfect 2 from 2
over the weekend. Which an astonishing 86% agreed!
We didn’t let them down
and scored a perfect 2 from
2! Pushing the tigers into
the promotion pool with a
round to spare.
We are also up to 42
followers across Facebook
and Twitter (+42!) since
last newsletter. Please keep
sharing our social links with
friends and fans, it’s these
followers that will help us
gain sponsorship at some
point in the future!

Cycling through the rain for 6+ hours to
the venue seemed to be a magic recipe, with
Ryszard scoring 2/2!

Website: celtictigers.club
Twitter: @CelticTigersCC
Facebook: Celtic Tigers 4NCL Chess (@CelticTigersChess)

PRE-MATCH
TigerHQ was able to deliver the strongest squad to date for the tigers, with an
average rating increasing from our previous high of 2193 to 2213 (+20 rating per
board!). [Note: The team ratings on the scorecard uses a weighted average
method so isn’t entirely correct]
This is due to the always entertaining, and super-chess-powerhouse couple of
the Cornette’s coming to lead the squad again. Along with Julian Way stepping
into the line-up in place of Nick Larter.

ROUND 5 (SATURDAY)
This was a great warmup for the tough Sunday ahead,
with the tigers out-grading our opponent on every board
but one, we quickly landed a solid lead, then a clear win in
the match. With it looking like every game about to be
finished before the time control, we were looking forward
to an early dinner, and the inevitable drinking that would
follow.
Here Julian, Carsten, and Ryszard are celebrating the 6-1
lead in their own ways. 😊

Right at this point, Hendrik decided he
wanted to be the last game playing…but he
was rivalled by one other board, so he had
to keep on going! (Note: This is sarcasm,
after achieving a winning position, he did
everything possible to NOT win the game)
Eventually…Hendrik ended the game with
a draw, making the final score a
respectable 6.5 – 1.5. With an added bonus
of no one on the team losing.

Final Scorecard:

Some key moments:
•

1: Ryszard (black) survives significant opening pressure to win the game in 31 moves.

•

2: Chris (white) finds the best move to completely break apart blacks position to get his first WIM scalp.

•

3: Julian (black) plays a killer blow forcing white’s position to collapse after a well-played stonewall.

If you get stuck and want some answers, ask us on twitter or facebook!

GUEST ARTICLE: HOW NOT TO WIN A WINNING POSITION BY FM HENDRIK HOFFMAN
It is said, when you are a pawn up and have the initiative you should be winning. The following six steps shall
provide you with a sure-fire way to avoid this. They are all taken from the game Hendrik Hoffmann vs Roy
Hughes (4NCL Div 2a, round 5).
1 Set up a winning position
Black had played 14...b5? which I knew was not
good as I had seen only 30 minutes earlier when
I prepared for the game. My ever so sharp
memory told me that the computer engine had
shown 15.dxc6 bxc6 16.Bxb5 wins a pawn
because of 16...cxb5? 17.Nxb5 and the threat
Nc7 cost even more material.

2 Stay back with passed pawns
Some moves further on it was vital not to play
22.b3 followed by 23.a4 as this would have been
too solid. The modest 22.a3 was what was called
for and I duly delivered.

3 Play on cowardly
Black's idea of Ne5 was met by White playing
38.Rb7 Ne5 39.Ke2 and now 39...Rab6 started
some serious counterplay. No point here in being
resolute with 38.Kc3 Ne5 39.R7d6! Nxf3
40.Rxc6 Rxc6 41.Rxc4 as it leaves only slim
chances to spoil the win from there.

4 Put your pieces into passive positions
You're not there yet! There is still potentially an
edge for White in 43.Nd6 Rxb2 44.Rxc4 with
the idea of putting pressure on the f-pawn with
Rc7. Of course, White managed to stir around
this cliff by playing 43.Nf2 thinking himself
very clever as he now could bring the knight to
d3 (which is in an abstract way the same square
as d6 anyway).

5 Give away passed pawns that threaten to become promoted
Surely, a pushed passed pawn gets in danger of
becoming a queen. 53.Nc5 Ra3 54.Rb7 e5 55.a7
might have hinted in that direction. The sly
53.Ra8, however, concedes the a-pawn.
Especially when it can be met by 53...Nc7. The
text move 53...Kf5 left White with a last
opportunity to digress with 54.Nc5 but 54.Rh8
finally forced Black to take the a-pawn and
reach an equal position.
Now, that was hard work by White!

6 Think you might be winning when the position is dead drawn
With 70...Rh2 Black could have bind all White's
forces. Naturally enough, I had only reckoned
with 70...Rh1. Now, 71.Kd4 would have been
completely wrong as it creates again winning
chances. I continued as planned with 71.Rg7+
thinking that after 71...Ke6 72.Nd4+ followed
by Rh7 I'd finally have made a big step towards
victory. After 72...Kd5 it occurred to me,
however, that 73.Rh7 might be a bit over the top
as 73...Rh3+ costs the knight and probably the
whole game. So, I settled for the repetition
73.Nf5 Ke6 74.Nd4+.
There might be other ways for not winning from a winning position, but my firm believe is that if you obey at
least three of the above rules in any given game you're guaranteed not to be punished with a full point.
Hendrik
DINNER & DRINKS
A huge thankyou needs to go to Carsten who puts in the hard work every weekend to find great dinner and drinking
locations. He definitely didn’t dissapoint this weekend!

ROUND 6 (SUNDAY)
This match would decided if the tigers made it straight into the promotion pool, or if we would have a must-win game the
following round. Arguable this match would be easier than against White Rose in round 7, so it was the one we really
wanted to win.
Two quick blunders on the bottom boards required the team to really dig deep, which resulted in a solid 5-3 win at the end
of the day. Though a few of the matches could have gone either way.

Some key moments:
•

1: Deimante (white) saw ahead, and found a way to a piece up endgame. What should white play?

•

2: Ryszard’s (white) opponent played Qxc1 here resigning a move later. What should have he done instead?

•

3: Julian (white) after a great game went piece grabbing. It’s blacks turn, can they win the game from here?

GUEST ARTICLE: ROUND 5 & 6 STRATEGIC CHESS

BY GM MATTHIEU CORNETTE

SEASON PROGRESS
Here is the current table. We are now sitting in 2nd place, and have a guarenteed promotion pool slot along with Manx
Liberty (who should win the division), and Wood Green Monarchs. Our final game against White Rose means nothing as
there is no way they will make it into the promotion pool.
As we have beaten all of the other 3 teams who are now fighting for the last promotion pool slot, we will move into the
promotion pool with 1 win, 1 draw and 1 loss. (as only the results of the teams that also join the promotion pool carry
forward)

Tigers are always loving support, and this is spot on! Now the real competition starts.

We have decided to make an early guess of the teams that will be promoted! 3 from our pool, and 1 from the other pool.

OTHER NEWS
T-Shirts: No progress. Will happen soon if we get a sponsor, or Chris gets some decent project work. Thanks Hendrik
and Ryszard for assisting with this looking into some cheaper suppliers.
New Members: I am starting to get a number of people get in contact wishing to become tigers in the current season or
next season. Please keep sending people my way if you see someone looking for a club. We might end up with 2 new teams
at this rate! Go Tigers, seems our culture is magnetic!
Well… that along with some of our great recruiting propoganda….

Our attempy at trying to convince Australian GM’s that this is the team that they should play for when in Europe…

Donations: Thanks all who have helped so far contributing to the cost of the tigers team.
Website: The team and club history pages are now live on the website. If you have anything to add, or want your picture
changed, get in contact – chrisskulte@gmail.com

Write something: Some solid chess related pieces for this Roar. Thanks!!!! Please don’t feel you need to do pages of
analysis to add something. Even a 1 sentence summary of dinner is appreciated! 😊 😊 😊
2nd CELTIC TIGERS TEAM: This is 100% happening now. Exciting to have some old faces back to the regular roster,
along with some new pup’s!

REMAINING ROUNDS
March:
Weekend 4 | Rounds 7-8
17-18 March 2018
De Vere Wokefield Estate
May:
Weekend 5 | Rounds 9-11
5-7 May 2018
Park inn Telford

Thanks for reading ‘The ROAR’

NOTE:
The final guest article is on the following pages

FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN:

GUEST ARTICLE: ROUND 4 GAME ANALYSIS

BY NICK LARTER

Larter – Akeya‐Price, 4NCL, 14/01/2018

N. Larter (1855) – R. Akeya‐Price (1756)
Manx Liberty v Celtic Tigers. 4NCL Div. 2a, Round 4: Solihull, 14/01/2018. Blackmar‐Diemer Gambit.
Attempting transposition to the BDG is my preferred
strategy for getting Caro‐Kann players out of their comfort
zone.
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Bc4 Nf6 5.f3 Hodgson’s
5…b5!? may well be Black’s best response, not giving the
White player what they want, eg; 6.Bb3 e6 (6…exf3 7.Nxf3
b4 8.Na4 e6 9.O‐O Be7 Helin‐Seyfried (Gibraltar, 2011))
7.fxe4 b4 8.Nce2 Nxe4 9.Nf3 Ba6 (Diagram 1 ), Short –
Bareev (Sarajevo, 2000).

Diagram 1: Short ‐ Bareev, after 9...Ba6

However, it’s fair to say that such a deviation sits ill with the
average Caro‐Kann player’s Weltanschauung. I’ve never had
to deal with it OTB.
5…exf3 6.Nxf3 (Diagram 2). Now, in this line of the BDG,
Black has two main options: 6...e6 transposing to the stolid
Euwe Defence, or 6...Bf5 transposing to a line of the Ziegler
Defence, where
play might continue
Diagram 2: after 6.Nxf3

7.Ne5 e6 8.O‐O

Bxc2 9.Nxf7 Bxd1 10.Nxd8 Kxd8 11.Rxd1 Nd5 12.Re1 Kd7
13.Bg5 h6 14.Bd2 Be7 15.Ne4 b5 16.Be2 Nf6 17.Nc5+ Bxc5
18.dxc5 a5 = (Diagram 3), Larter – Welling, (Ohrid, 2009)1.
The Ziegler is touted by the BDG‐haters in this world as the
gambit’s refutation. I have crushed the Ziegler several
times, though it is fair to say it does often represent

Diagram 3: Larter ‐ Welling, after 18...a5

White’s sternest test, particularly in the line arrived at
after 1.e4 d5 2.d4 dxe4 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.f3 exf3 5.Nxf3 Bf5 6.Bc4 e6 7.O‐O c6 8.Ne5 Bg6. Now the

1

This game was memorable for me for several reasons. Firstly, because it was my first ever ‘result’ (½–½, in 93
moves) against a titled player. Secondly, because it introduced me into the ultra‐murky world of Troitzky
endgames (K+N+N v K+P) and thirdly, because it got a fabulous write‐up online by GM Gary Lane in his
‘Opening Lanes’ chess blog (#137), not least because as White, I was playing the exact same variation that IM
Welling himself had invented, a quarter of a century earlier.
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normal 9.Bg5 is the start of the so‐called Shopping for a
Tombstone BDG ‘refutation.’ In my view, the trick here is to
take one’s foot off the gas and play a bit more positionally
for a while. Opting for 9.Be3 instead is a good start (Diagram
4), Larter – Soikkeli (Dublin 2007) and after a capture on g6
and some more manoeuvring, White should be in position to
start tactical sniping at pawn targets on e6 and g6.
In the present game, however, Black continues 6...Bg4??, a
Diagram 4: Larter ‐ Soikkeli, after 9.Be3

known blunder to which White’s 7.Ne5 is the book
response. If

7…Bxd1?? then 8.Bxf7# of course. Now 7...Bh5?? loses
material to 8.Qxh5, so Black has to play 7...Be6 and after
8.Bxe6 fxe6 (Diagram 5) is in a horrible long‐term bind, the
doubled pawns on e6 and e7 fatally obstructing the
communication between Black's Q‐ and K‐sides. Whatever
plan Black chooses, White can practically win by force.
9.O‐O Nbd7 10.Bf4 g6 I think this a decent try by Black.
Black’s natural‐seeming alternative of getting the Queen

Diagram 5: after 8...fxe6

out and castling
long, can keep the dark‐squared Bishop and King’s Rook out
of play too long and gives White nice plans, like pressurising
e6 and opening Q‐side lines eg; 10…Qa5 11.Qf3 Nxe5
12.Bxe5 O‐O‐O 13.b4 Qxb4 14.Rab1 Qc4 15.Rb3 Nd5
16.Rfb1 Rd7 17.Qf7 Nf6 18.Ne4 (Diagram 6) 18…b6
(18…Nxe4? 19.Qe8+ 1‐0) 19.Rc3 Qd5 20.Nc5 Qxa2 21.Rcb3
Rd5 22.Qxe6+ 1‐0, Larter – Rawlinson (Bunratty 2013).
11.Qd3 Now exchanging on e5 seems safest because of the
Diagram 6: Larter – Rawlinson, after 18.Ne4

threat of 12.Nxg6 (however 11…Bg7 12.Nxg6 hxg6 13.Qxg6+

Kf8 14.Rd1 =). 11…Nxe5 12.Bxe5 Bg7 13.Ne4 O‐O 13…Nh5 may be better. Castling allows 14. Ng5
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Qd7 15. Qb3 Qd5 16.c4 Qd7, an improvement for White
than in the game, where 14.Nc5 was played. However
Black overlooks the best continuation of 14…Nd7
15.Rxf8+ Bxf8 = (16. Nxe6 is answered by 16…Nxe5),
going instead for 14…Qc8 15.Rae1 Nd7 (Diagram 7).
16.Rxf8+ ( 16.Nxe6 confers no advantage after 16…Rxf1+
17.Qxf1 Nxe5 18.Nxg7 Qg4 19.Ne6 Qxe6 20.Rxe5 Qxa2
21.Rxe7 Rf8 22.Qe1= (Diagram 8)).
Diagram 7: after 15...Nd7

16…Nxf8 defending the e pawn but further compromising
Black’s mobility. 17.Bxg7 adding to the isolation of the
Black King. 17…Kxg7 18.Qg3 Qb8 19.Qg5 Qd6 20.c3 b6
21.Ne4 Gaining time on the Queen is fine, as White already
has the manoeuvre Ne4  g3  f5 in mind. 21…Qc7
22.Ng3 Now Black has to address the defence of e7, with
22…Re8, if the threat has been seen, of course. 22…Rd8?
Diagram 8: end of variation, following 16.Nxe6

(Diagram 9).

The narrative of the whole long passage of play from
when Black has castled, to this point, is of White feinting
to attack the doubled pawns on e6 and e7 without
necessarily wanting to capture either of them. Unless
White makes a mistake and has to bail out, there is little
point in taking one, to regain material equality or even
winning both of these pawns, if a more or less equal
position is the result. They are more valuable left where
they are to block Black up. White has bigger fish to fry

Diagram 9: after 22...Rd8?

and seeks either to provoke a bigger mistake, through
the incorrect defence of these pawns, or else to gain a further positional plus. After Black’s last
move, White has it, the engines giving ca. 2.5 points of compensation for the one pawn deficit.
Now white uncorks 23.Nf5+!
Game on.
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23…Kf7 24.Nh6+ Ke8 25.Qg4 Kd7 26.Nf7 Re8 27.Qf3 Kc8
28.Ne5 Kb7 29.Qf7 Rd8 30.Rf1 Qd6? 31.Qg7 Qb8?!
(Diagram 10). We reach the crux of the game. Most of
Black’s moves in the sequence following the first Knight
check have been forced or near‐forced. A critical
improvement would have been 30…Nd7, which after 31.Nf3
Nf6, may enable Black to lift the Rook to h5 via d5 and put
pressure on h2. White gains nothing by mopping up pawns
with other moves, eg; 31.Qxh7 Nxe5 32.dxe5 Rd2 33.Qxg6
Diagram 10: after 31...Qb8

Qxe5 =; 31.Qxe7
Nxe5=; 31.Qxe6

Nxe5 32.dxe5 Rd5=. But Black is already down to
increments (White has over forty minutes on the clock)
and misses the shot. Now White can regain a pawn with
check but needs to be satisfied that further decisive gains
will follow.
32.Qxe7+ Qc7 33.Qa3 the critical continuation, renewing
the pressure on f8. 33…c5 Black chooses to block the
diagonal; a fair idea, except that after Rf7, the Knight will

Diagram 11: after 39.Re7#

have to move anyway and opening the a4e8 diagonal enables White’s forces to slice through the
Black position like butter. 34.Rf7 Nd7 35.Qa4 Kc8 36.Nc6 Rf8 37.Nxa7+ Kd8 38.Nc6+ Ke8 ( 38...Kc8
39.Qa8+ Nb8 40.Qxb8+ Qxb8 41.Rxf8+ Kc7 42.Nxb8 ) 39.Re7# (Diagram 11). 1‐0

Page | 4

