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Mission Statement 
 

‘The Lord God requires of us that we should help others whenever we can, 
always make the right choices and be the best that we can be in everything that we do’. 
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PURPOSE OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
 

St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School values the abilities and achievements of all its pupils, and is 
committed to providing for each student the best possible environment for learning. 
This policy builds on our School Inclusion Policy, which recognises the entitlement of all pupils to a 
broad and balanced curriculum. Our SEND policy reinforces the need for teaching that is fully 
inclusive. The Governing Body will ensure that appropriate provision will be made for all pupils 
with SEND. 

 
Aims 

 
• To identify educational needs effectively and provide the support necessary to enable all 

pupils to make progress 
• To involve and work with pupils and parents as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice and 

take into consideration their views 
• To make use of outside agencies where appropriate as part of a planned andgraduated 

response to individual need 
• To work closely with feeder schools in order to share detailed information about children 

with special educational needs and to continue with a comprehensive assessment and 
recording programme throughout the school 

• To inform and support departments and pastoral staff in meeting individual needs through 
sharing baseline information, plans, targets and strategies in order to remove barriers to 
learning 

• To review all pupils with SEND when appropriate and at least once per year 
• To evaluate annually the effectiveness of the SEND provision within the school 

 

Definition of Special Needs and Disability 
A child has special educational needs if he or she has learning difficulties that call for special 
educational provision to be made. 

 
A child has learning difficulties if he or she: 

a) Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age. 
b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders the child from making use of educational facilities of a 

kind provided for children of the same age in other schools within the LA. 
 

Special education provision means: 
• For a child over two, educational provision which is additional to, or different from, the 

educational provision made generally for children of the same age in maintained schools, (other 
than special schools) in the area. 

 
Children must not be regarded as having learning difficulties solely because their language, or 
form of the home language, is different from that in which they are taught. 

 
St Cuthbert’s RC High School will have due regard for the Special Education Needs and Disability 
Code of Practice when carrying out our duties towards all students with Special Educational 
Needs, and ensure that parents are notified when additional provision is being made for their 
child. 
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Roles and responsibilities 
 

SENCO – Mrs N Hamnett 
To advise and support on all policies and decisions relating to the provision of SEND 
To ensure all statutory requirements for SEND pupils are in place 
To provide appropriate CPD on all aspects of SEND for staff 
To test and assess learners and identify any SEND needs and the provide staff with up to date 
pertinent information to support learning for SEND pupils 
To monitor the progress of all SEND learners in all subjects and intervene as required 
To liaise with Heads of Year & Heads of Department over all SEND related issues 
To implement, monitor and provide all internal alternative curriculum courses for SEND learners 
To conduct all SEND reviews and contribute to Educational Health Care Plans as required 
To liaise with all external agencies and parents as required regarding SEND learners 
To line manage the SEND Teachers, SEND HLTAs, SEND TAs 
Liaise with all Primary Partners to ensure we are fully informed of any SEND issues 
To produce reports on SEND for SLT, Governors and the LA as required 
To conduct and attend meetings as required 
To undertake any other reasonable duties as directed by the Deputy Head 

SEND Teacher –Mrs C Colenutt, Mrs C Rostron, Mrs R Eccleston 
To develop and deliver schemes of work specific to the needs of any SEND pupil withdrawn from 
other areas of the curriculum and maintain records of their progress regarding this intervention 
To provide intervention lessons for pupils who are working significantly below expected levels. 
To provide specific advice for teachers and TA’s on best practice with individual SEND pupils 
To complete any reports or attend any meetings relevant to SEND pupils being taught 
To assist the SENCO with the preparation, implementation and monitoring of all internal 
alternative curriculum courses 
To assist the SENCO with the preparation, implementation and monitoring of interventions and 
Educational Health Care Plans 
To attend meetings as required 
Liaise with all Primary Partners to ensure we are fully informed of any SEND issues 
To undertake any other reasonable duties as directed by the SENCO 
SEND HLTAs and TAs – Mrs J Hollingworth, Mrs D McKenna, Mrs R Barlow, Miss S Greenwood, 

Mrs A  Chudoba, Mrs M Royle 
To run interventions for underachieving SEND pupils in consultation with the SENCO 
To provide specific interventions for SEND pupils as part of their Educational Health Care Plan 
To contribute to any reports or reviews for SEND pupils as required 
To mentor identified SEND pupils as required 
To attend meetings as required 
To undertake any other reasonable duties as directed by the SENCO 
To provide specialist support within core lessons 
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There are also: 
• A named Governor: Mr D Conlon 

The Role of the Governing Body 
The Governing Body’s responsibilities to students with SEND include: 
• Ensuring that provision of a high standard is made for SEND students 
• Ensuring that SEND students are fully involved in school activities 
• Having regard to the Code of Practice when carrying out these responsibilities 
• Being fully involved in developing, monitoring and subsequently reviewing SEND policy 
• Reporting annually to parents on the school’s SEND Policy including the allocation ofresources 

from the school’s devolved/delegated budget 
 

The Role of the Head teacher 
The Head teacher’s responsibilities include: 

 
• The day-to-day management of all aspects of the school including the SEND provision 
• Keeping the Governing Body well informed about SEND within the school 
• Working closely with the SENCO/SEN team, through SLT line manager 
• Ensuring that the school has clear and flexible strategies for working with parents, and that these 

strategies encourage involvement in their child’s education 
 

The role of the subject teacher 
The Code of Practice clearly acknowledges the importance allocated to the teacher, whose 
responsibilities include: 

 
• Being aware of the school’s procedures for the identification and assessment of, and subsequent 

provision for, SEND students 
• Collaborating with the SENCO and SEN(D) team to decide the action required to assist the 

student to progress 
• Working with the SENCO and SEN(D) team to collect all available information on the student 
• Working with SEND students on a daily basis to deliver targeted outcomes within differentiated 

planning. 
• Developing constructive relationships with parents 
• Being involved in the development of the school’s SEND policy 

 

Identification, Assessment and Provision 
 

Allocation of Resources 
 

St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School receives funding for students with SEND. 
 

The Governing Body ensures that resources are allocated to support appropriate provision for all 
students requiring it, and in meeting the objectives set out in this policy. 

 
St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School follows LA guidance to ensure that all students’ needs are 
appropriately met. 
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Identification, Assessment and Review 

Early Identification 

Early identification of students with SEND is a priority. The school will use appropriate screening 
and assessment tools, and ascertain student progress through: 

• Evidence obtained by teacher observation/ assessment. 
• Their progress judged against level descriptions. 
• Student progress in relation to objectives in the National Literacy/Numeracy Strategies. 
• Standardised screening or assessment tools. 
• Screening /diagnostic tests 
• Reports or observations made on a cyclical basis 
• Records from feeder schools, are collated with the transition team 
• Information from parents is used 
• Subject teaching assessment 
• External exam results 

 
SEND PROVISION 

On entry to the school each child’s attainment will be assessed in order to ensure continuity of 
learning from Primary, or transference from another Secondary school. For students with 
identified SEND the Headteacher, SENCO, literacy and numeracy co-ordinators, and pastoral 
colleagues will: 

• Use information from the Primary school to shape the student’s curriculum and pastoral 
provision in the first few months 

• Identify the student’s skills and note areas that require support 
• Ensure on-going observations/assessments provide regular feedback on achievements/ 

experiences, in order to plan next steps in learning 
Ensure students have opportunities to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in subjects and 

in the pastoral programme 
• Involve students in planning/agreeing their own targets 
• Involve parents in a joint home-school learning approach 

 
THE RANGE OF PROVISION 

• The main methods of provision made by the school are: 
• Full-time education in classes, with additional help and support by class teacher/subject teachers 

through a differentiated curriculum 
• Periods of withdrawal to work with a support teacher 
• In-class support with adult assistance 
• Attendance at a specialised unit within the school, full- or part-time 

 
ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 

Particular care will be needed with students whose first language is not English. Teachers will 
closely follow their progress across the curriculum to ascertain whether any problems arise from 
uncertain command of English or from special educational needs. The EAL coordinator assess their 
proficiency in English before planning any additional support that might be required and provide 
staff with pertinent information to enable rapid progress. 
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MONITORING STUDENT PROGRESS 
Progress is the crucial factor in determining the need for additional support. Adequate progress is 
that which: 

• Close the attainment gap between student and peers 
• Prevents the attainment gap widening 
• Is equivalent to that of peers starting from the same baseline 
• Equals or improves upon the student’s previous rate of progress 

• Ensures full curricular access 
• Shows an improvement in self-help and social or personal skills 
• Shows improvements in the student’s behaviour 
• Is likely to lead to Further Education, training, and/or employment 

 
Where teachers decide that a student’s learning is unsatisfactory, the SEN team should be 
consulted. The SENCO will review the approaches adopted. Where support additional to that of 
normal class provision is required, it will be provided through SEND monitoring. If, after further 
consideration, a more sustained level of support is needed, it would be provided through SEND 
Support. Where concerns remain despite sustained intervention, the school will consider 
requesting a Statutory Assessment for an Educational, Health and Care Plan. 
Parents will be fully consulted at each stage. Each of these intervention programmes is 
detailed in appropriate sections of this policy. 

 
The school also recognises that parents have a right to request a Statutory Assessment for an 
Educational, Health and Care Plan. 

 

Identification of Special Educational Needs 

• A pupil making less than expected progress given their age and individual circumstances. 

• A pupil has an identified disability or condition which hinders him or her fromaccessing the 
curriculum or facilities in the same way as other pupils 

• Pupils often arrive having already been identified with a special educational need and we 
will work with primary partners to establish strategies to employ to help them achieve 
their potential. If the special educational need is identified at St Cuthbert’s, we will have 
regard to the SEND Code of Practice when carrying out our duties toward all pupils with 
special educational needs and ensure that parents/carers are notified of a decision bythe 
school that SEND provision is being made for their child. 

 
Admission Arrangements 

 
Admission arrangements for pupils with special educational needs at SCRCHS are in accordance 
with Local Authority regulations and are non-discriminatory. It is part of the school's approach to 
meeting individual need by working closely with our feeder schools and to support transfer 
arrangements by: 

 
• Year 6 data analysis 
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• Year 6 transition day 
• Visits to feeder schools 
• Arranging pre-transfer visits 
• Attendance at Year 6 annual review meetings 

If a pupil is known to have special educational needs when they arrive at the school, the Head 
teacher, SENCO and Pastoral Team will: 

 
• use information from the primary school to provide an appropriate curriculum for the 

pupil and focus attention on action to support the pupil within the class 
• ensure that on-going observation and assessment provides feedback about pupil’s 

achievements to inform future planning of the pupil’s learning 
• involve the pupil in planning and agreeing targets to meet their needs 
• involve parents/carers in developing a joint learning approach at home and in school 

 
Education Health Care Plans / Statements 

 
Some pupils with complex and long term SEND needs will have an Education Health Care Plan 
(EHCP) or Statement. These will be provided by the Local Authority through collaboration from a 
range of agencies including schools. An EHCP will identify specific needs and actions that are 
required and include any funding details pertinent to the individual child. A part of the budget 
allocated can be requested by the parents for a particular aspect of provision. All parts of the EHCP 
must be implemented by the named school. 

 
The EHCP will be reviewed annually and any identified amendments made. Parents’ views on their 
child’s progress will be sought. The pupil also will be invited to contribute to the review process 
and be involved in setting the targets. 

 
Any pupil that school considers to have SEND but is not subject to an EHCP will be assessed and 
parents will be invited to a meeting in school to discuss the pupil’s needs and desired outcomes. If 
school considers an EHCP to be required it must demonstrate the need through: 

 
• records of regular reviews and their outcomes 
• records of intervention 
• the pupil’s health including the pupil’s medical history where relevant 
• educational and other assessments, for example from an advisory specialistsupport 

teacher or an educational psychologist 
• views of the parents/carers and of the pupil 
• involvement of other professionals 
• any involvement by the social services or education welfare service 

 
Pupil Passports 

 
All pupils identified as SEND but not receiving an EHCP will be identified in a pupil information 
booklet. This will set out the individual needs of the pupil and strategies for best practice with the 
individual. 
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Departmental SEND provision & accountability 
 

• SEND learners are expected to make the required rate of progress as indicated on their data 
targets. 

• Departments will be provided with specific details of the SEND needs of all relevant learners 
through a Pupil Information Booklet. The strategies for best supporting the individual learners 
will also be included in the booklet. Departments will be provided with current and target grades 
/ levels. SEND support will be provided throughout the year in the form of the SENCO, SEND 
teachers & a SEND HLTA who will work with Department staff and TAs to establish best practice 
for individual pupil progress to take place. 

• Some pupils may be withdrawn from classes for direct intervention by the SEND team, 
Departmental Intervention Teachers or HLTAs as appropriate. 

• All teaching staff have access to SEND information via SIMs and the school homepage. 
• Teachers use a referral form to highlight pupil concerns to the SENCO. 

 
Nature of intervention 

 
The SENCO and the pupil’s subject teachers (in consultation with parents/carers) should decide on the 
action needed to help the pupil to progress in the light of their earlier assessment. This might be: 

 
• to provide different learning materials or special equipment 
• to introduce some group or individual support 
• to devote extra adult time to devising the nature of the planned intervention andto 

monitoring its effectiveness 
• to undertake staff development and training aimed at introducing moreeffective 

strategies 
• access to LEA support services for one-off occasional advice on strategies orequipment or for 

staff training 
 

Partnership – The relationship with parents/carers plays a key role in enabling children and young 
people with SEND to achieve their potential. The school recognises that parents/carers hold key 
information and have knowledge and experience to contribute to the shared view of a child’s needs and 
the best ways of supporting them. All parents/carers of children with special educational needs will be 
treated as partners and supported to play an active and valued role in their children’s education. 
The schools SEND Policy document is available on request to all parents/carers and the aims are 
published in the school prospectus. Parents/carers are encouraged to discuss their concerns with form 
tutors, the SENCO, Head of Year or Senior Staff through appointment, reviews and parents evenings. 
Parental/carer views are valued, recorded and given due consideration throughout the process. 
Parents/carers are made aware of support within the school for pupils with special educational needs 
through the review process. All outside agencies, including LA support services, national and local 
voluntary organisations are considered during the review. 

Young people with special educational needs often have a unique knowledge of their own needs and 
their views about what sort of help they would like to help them make the most of their education will 
be ascertained. They will be encouraged to participate in all the decision-making processes and 
contribute to the assessment of their needs, the review and transition processes. 

Access for the Disabled 

The school strives to be an inclusive school and aims to be accessible for pupils with disabilities. Pupils 
with physical disabilities will be able to use the lift and wheelchair access is available on all floors. 
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To access the Rochdale SEND Local Offer please visit https://rochdale.fsd.org.uk/kb5/rochdale/fsd/ 


