
 
Membership Agreement 

 
The Association for Public Justice (APJ) is a community of Christians nationwide who desire to 
contribute to the common good--to love our neighbors--through collective political engagement. In the 
midst of the current crisis of political life, APJ exists to spark a citizens’ movement of uncommon 
collaboration that will address the justice and injustice of our nation through the establishment of a 
formative community that shapes and deepens a Christian mindset for civic action at all levels of 
government. We long to participate in the flourishing of our communities, our nation and our world. 
 
As members of the APJ community, we make the following affirmations. 
 

● Because we believe that the true nature of justice and the path to human flourishing have been 
revealed to us most clearly in the person of Jesus Christ and through His word, we affirm an 
understanding of the Christian faith as articulated in the Apostle’s Creed. 

 
● We affirm that Christ is Lord over all, including the diverse communities in which we are shaped 

and fulfill our purposes, political and otherwise. We affirm a public justice framework that 
upholds the common good of the political community in its own right, a community that is 
distinct from business, family, church and other societal spheres. We affirm that God calls his 
people to justice: right relationships between persons and between humanity and creation. Public 
justice is a concept that describes the responsibilities of multiple institutions – government, 
churches, schools, businesses, nonprofits, families – to uphold biblical justice and flourishing for 
all. Each of these institutions have a critical role. Each institution has a God-given purpose. Each 
has limits and therefore must work together to establish and sustain the common good. Public 
justice calls for government to uphold the common good of the citizens of a political community 
and to recognize in law the non-political responsibilities of all those who live within that 
community.  

 
● We believe that political life is an essential part of what it means to be human and that citizenship 

is a God-given calling for all Christians. We affirm that citizenship as a calling entails attending 
not only to our own interests but to the flourishing of all and the integrity of our political system 
itself. We affirm that Christian citizenship extends beyond political cycles of outrage and victory 
to seek God’s enduring justice for all, and we commit ourselves to the discipleship, 
relational-work, and deliberation in community that this vision of citizenship requires. 

 

 



 

● Because we believe that all people are created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26), we affirm the 
inherent dignity of all people--without regard to race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national 
origin or any other social or individual difference--including stages of life (Psalm 139:13-16, Jer 
1:5, Prov 16:31, Lev 19:32, Lev. 19:14) from the unborn to the elderly without regard to 
intellectual or physical ability. We recognize that the call in Scripture to love of neighbor (Matt. 
22:34-40) extends to everyone in our community, especially the vulnerable and marginalized 
(Deut. 10:18, Matt. 25:31-46, James 1:27). As image bearers, we affirm that God has entrusted 
his creation to us as caretakers and stewards (Gen. 1:28, Gen. 2:15).  

 
● Because we affirm core values of love for God, love for others, and integrity in all, we commit to 

interacting with one another, with public officials, with the news media, and with the broader 
community, including those who are opposed to the policies we advocate, with truth and grace (1 
Corinthians 13:4-8) whether in person, electronically, in the press, or via any type of social media 
platform. With a posture of convicted civility and a commitment to deep listening, we will 
navigate disagreements and engage in advocacy in ways that honor the image of God in everyone. 

 
● Because we value the process of collaborative decision making and collective political 

engagement and to ensure that the activities of any single APJ member or chapter reflect 
positively on our public witness as followers of Christ and on the membership as a whole, we 
commit to only mentioning APJ by name in communications that reflect our core values through 
processes established by organizational leadership. 
 

● While APJ members may hold diverse theological beliefs regarding what is best for human 
flourishing with respect to God’s design for marriage and sexuality, together, we affirm a public 
policy stance that affirms both religious freedom protections for individuals and institutions and 
civil rights protections for LGBTQ individuals.  

********************************* 
In becoming a member of APJ, I acknowledge that I have read the organization’s theological basis and 
ethical commitments. I affirm APJ’s vision for public justice involving God’s good purposes for 
government and engagement in public life.  I commit to supporting the Association for Public Justice’s 
mission through means consistent with the organization’s commitments to love, truth and integrity as 
described above.  
 
__________________________________________________ 
Signature 

 
VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT 

 
Expenses: APJ  will not reimburse you for expenses you may incur on behalf of APJ or as a result of 
being a volunteer of APJ unless discussed with and pre-approved in writing by APJ staff. You agree to 
make arrangements for the costs of transportation to and from the Chapter meetings and advocacy events, 
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for your own personal incidental expenses, and for any other expenses related or unrelated to your 
involvement with APJ.  
 
Confidentiality:Confidentiality is critical to maintaining the integrity of APJ. In your capacity as a an APJ 
member, it is likely you will be entrusted with confidential information. Therefore, it is crucial that you 
understand and abide by these confidentiality provisions and refrain from sharing or discussing 
confidential information except as approved by APJ staff. If you are unsure whether you can share 
information outside of APJ, obtain guidance and approval from APJ ore proceeding. 
 
All information you receive as a member of APJ are considered to be APJ’s proprietary and confidential 
information. This includes, but is not limited to: 

• Administrative, financial and technical information relating to APJ or its directors, officers, employees, 
volunteers, affiliates, contractors, and clients, or their activities (including the personal contact 
information of directors, officers, employees and members). 

• Donor and/or member identities and contribution amounts, in whatever medium. 

You acknowledge that given the nature of APJ’s work, you may be exposed to APJ’s proprietary and 
confidential information. You agree to hold such information entrusted to you in a fiduciary capacity and 
agree not to disclose such confidential or proprietary information to anyone other than authorized APJ 
personnel (unless specifically authorized by an APJ staff person or required by law). You agree not to use 
such confidential or proprietary information other than for the purpose of you work with APJ, or to use 
confidential or proprietary information for your own private advantage. This requirement shall continue 
even after your membership ends. 

Intellectual Property: You acknowledge that all APJ copyrights and trademarks, including APJ’s name 
and logo, are proprietary and may not be used without the prior, written permission of APJ. APJ reserves 
the right to refuse or withdraw permission for use of its name, its program names or its trademarks at any 
time. You agree to assign to APJ  in the entirety any copyrightable works or trademarks you create for 
APJ while serving as a volunteer, and that APJ will own all rights to such works. 
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