Women’s Rights are Human Rights

The Constitution’s promise of equality under the law must be upheld. Women
deserve equal pay for equal work as well as equal access to business and
education opportunities. Women should also be encouraged to run for
elected office. Women must have the unequivocal right to control their
bodies, including their right to choose.
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Respect and Support Minority Voices

We must listen to and work with one another to create a culture of inclusion,
eliminating the barriers that prevent minorities from enjoying their right to
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” By promoting education and
participation in public office we will aid minorities in gaining a more powerful
voice in America.
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Promote Responsible Gun Ownership

We support every American’s Second Amendment right to keep and bear
arms. We advocate the use of proven safety measures, such as universal
background checks and mental health screenings. We should strongly
encourage education and training to ensure responsible gun ownership.

Build a Bridge to Citizenship

“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe
free…” Our nation was built by immigrants and founded on the principle that
diversity is strength. We must forge an immigration system that is not only
clear and realistic but also treats those going through that system with
dignity and respect. We should champion an immigration system that works
for both the nation and the individual in part by protecting families and those
seeking freedom.

Be Allies and Advocates for LGBTQ

Our LGBTQ family and friends deserve the same Constitutional rights and
protections that all Americans enjoy. Let’s work together to promote greater
understanding and tolerance of all people, regardless of who they are or
whom they love. We must be committed to supporting the LGBTQ
community and advocating for their equality under the law.

Demand Support and High Standards for the Police

Law enforcement officers risk their lives and safety to protect ours, and they
deserve our support. We must provide them with the resources and training
necessary to successfully carry out their duties. Transparency and
accountability are integral to renewing and maintaining the bonds of trust
between law enforcement agencies and the communities they serve.

Make Quality Public and Higher Education Accessible for All

An educated public, able to make informed decisions, is one of the
cornerstones of a functioning democracy. Additionally, higher education
provides more opportunities and greater freedom to live the lives we
choose. We must ensure college education is accessible to everyone,
regardless of socio-economic background. We must properly fund colleges
and universities to ensure America is once again a strong educational leader.

Union Bug

The People’s Platform:
Building Bridges from Our
Past to a Better Future

Support Organized Labor

Every hard working American deserves respect both in the workforce and in
retirement, regardless of profession. Organized labor has long fought for
workplace safety, stable wages, and a voice for America’s workers. Through
ongoing support and advocacy, we will help those who built America in their
fight to protect working families.

Rebuilding Infrastructure is the Road Forward

America’s infrastructure was once the envy of the world. We must renew our
commitment to rebuilding and modernizing our nation’s roads, bridges, and
other infrastructure. Smart investments in local infrastructure and public
transit will also invigorate our communities by creating stable, well-paying
jobs while ensuring safe and convenient travel.

Sustainable Energy Powers the Future

Sustainable sources of energy are cleaner, safer, and more affordable than
they have ever been. Investing in alternative energy production will protect
the environment and free us from dependence on oil. We must provide
effective education and training to help America’s workers transition into
sustainable energy jobs. America will lead the world in powering the future
by supporting alternative energy.

Champion Local Entrepreneurs

Local businesses are a vital part of the communities they serve. Investing in
our downtown businesses helps our economy, our communities, and
ultimately ourselves. By recognizing the unique needs of small businesses,
we will help them thrive and multiply. Let’s champion our local businesses and
entrepreneurs who create hometown jobs and bring our communities
together.

Work Toward a Livable Wage

Every American working full-time deserves to reap the rewards of their labor.
We must ensure that the minimum wage is a livable wage so that every
worker can afford the basic necessities of life. Doing so will strengthen our
economy, help restore the middle class, and provide a better quality of life
for all hard-working Americans. A livable wage provides Americans the
freedom to live better lives.

Keep Our Lifelong Commitments

We must keep our promises to older Americans by strengthening Social
Security and protecting worker pensions through transparent processes and
accountable leadership. These earned benefits from a lifetime of work must be
at the heart of an overall strategy to guarantee a dignified retirement for all.

Demand Genuine ‘Justice for All’

Our criminal justice system should be fair, impartial, and not for profit. We
must ensure that sentencing is proportional to the crime committed. From
arrest to incarceration to release, our system should employ evidence-based
best practices to create a rehabilitative system of justice.

Rebuild Respect for the Skilled Trades

Encourage Unbiased, Fact-Based Media

Invest in K-12 Education to Invest in our Future

Build Bridges Through Engagement

Provide a Hand-up for a Stable Future

Forge and Equitable and Just Tax System

Healthcare is a Human Right

Restore Government of, by, and for the People

America has been, and will continue to be, built by the skilled trades. These
careers provide good paying, respectable jobs that allow people to have a
good quality life. We must work to provide educational and training
opportunities so that more people can enter and succeed in the skilled
trades. We must give America’s skilled workers the respect they deserve for
the value they add to our nation.
A quality public education provides both our students and our nation with a
foundation for success. A comprehensive and realistic education gives our
students the freedom to follow theirdreams and find fulfilling careers.
Teachers should be trusted as professionals and afforded the freedom to
lead their classrooms. Investing in public education for our students ensures
a brighter future for our communities.
Americans have an obligation to look out for other Americans. We demand
strong, accountable programs that provide vulnerable people and families
with hope and treat them with respect. Programs should provide guidance
and assistance to help people rise above tough times. Let’s work together to
help everyone contribute to and achieve the American Dream.
In addition to being a moral imperative, affordable, quality healthcare for all
provides peace of mind and healthier, productive citizens. Our emphasis
should always be on quality of care before profits, value over volume.
Ensuring every American is covered will bring down overall costs. We must
protect the gains we have made and explore the benefits of other models to
create a world-class healthcare system. Medicare and Medicaid must be
preserved and enhanced to ensure access to quality healthcare for our most
vulnerable people.

Restore and Defense Equal Representation

The right to vote needs to be protected from any and all attempts to restrict
it. Voters should choose their elected officials in fairly drawn districts to keep
policymakers accountable to their constituents. Our electoral system should
be accessible to all Americans to give them greater choice and a stronger
voice. We must advocate for elections that are secure and transparent to
protect the integrity of the vote.

Get Big Money Out of Politics

Voters, not money, should decide our elections. Publicly funded elections
would enable people to run for office regardless of their personal wealth or
corporate influence. This would reduce corruption and ensure our elected
officials were less distracted by constant fundraising. We must have full
transparency for all money, including dark money, involved in politics to
ensure our government is working for the public good.

In order to speak truth to power we must restore the power of truth. The
First Amendment to our Constitution guarantees the public a free press and
we hold both as sacred. We should encourage diverse media ownership and
the discussion of multiple viewpoints. Our media must be focused on the
search for truth based on facts and evidence and be held to the absolute
highest standards of professionalism, integrity, and accountability.
We must work together to get more people involved in the political process
and overcome polarization. We should engage in civil dialogue and spirited
debate that does justice to both issues and people. By learning to listen and
agreeing to disagree we can show that we care about each other’s
aspirations and our nation. Let’s encourage community involvement to help
us get to know our neighbors as people and overcome differences.
Taxes are wise investments in our nation, and all citizens and corporations
must contribute their fair share. Public resources make private life possible,
and those resources should be administered with vigilance. The system of
taxation must demand a common sharing and responsibility for our shared
life: fair, transparent, and without loopholes for special interests.
We must have a political system in which politicians truly represent the
voters. The actions of our elected officials must be transparent and those
officials must be held accountable for their actions. Office holders should be
active in their districts and put the will of the voters and the Constitution
above favors and perks for campaign contributors. We should also support a
diverse array of candidates representing a variety of viewpoints.

Protect Our Natural Resources

Long-term planning and wise management of our environment is necessary
to ensure the public good. Elected officials must help reclaim America’s
reputation as an environmental leader. Using scientific research and
principles we can defend the environment and create new job opportunities
in sustainable energy. We should focus on environmental education and
recycling while encouraging all Americans to accept responsibility for
conserving our natural resources.

Empowering Our Nation Through Science and Fact

Democracy requires people having the right information to make good
decisions. Evidence-based science and facts allow us to form opinions based
on truth. We should stress science education and literacy to restore
America’s trust in science and objective facts. We must also encourage open
exchanges between different viewpoints that are verifiable and subject to
scrutiny.

