Wind in the Willows extract – page 42 – Mole is travelling through the wood in winter time
It was a cold still afternoon with a hard steely sky overhead, when he slipped out of the warm parlour into the open air. The
country lay bare and entirely leafless around him, and he thought he had never seen so far and so intimately into the insides
of things as on that winter day when Nature was deep in her annual slumber and seemed to have kicked her clothes off.
Copses, dells, quarries and all hidden places, which had been mysterious mined for exploration in leafy summer, now
exposed themselves and their secrets pathetically, and seemed to ask him to overlook their shabby poverty for a while, till
they could riot in rich masquerade as before, and trick and entice him with the old deceptions. It was pitiful in a way, and yet
cheering – even exhilarating. He was glad that he liked the country undecorated, hard and stripped of finery. He had got
down to the bare bones of it, and they were fine and strong and simple. He did not want the warm clover and the play of
seeding grasses; the screens of quickset, the billowy drapery of beech and elm seemed best away; and with great
cheerfulness of spirit he pushed on towards the Wild Wood, which lay before him low and threatening, like a black reef in
some still southern sea.
Discussion points:
•
•
•
•
•
•

How has the author given the wood a personality?
What words do you need to clarify the meaning of?
How has the author painted a vivid picture of the wood?
What interesting vocabulary has been used?
How has the author used a simile?
Why has the author used a dash?

Task
Writing in a similar style to the author, create an alternative text where Mole is travelling through the wood in the spring, the
summer or the autumn.
Try to consider what you would hear, see, smell, and feel. Think about how you can give the wood a personality. You might
also want to read some poems about the season you have chosen to give you additional ideas about vocabulary, detail and
description. You might also want to consult non-fiction books about woods and flowers in order to write detailed
descriptions and give precise nouns. Show evidence of your planning.

