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ISPRA presents the "Guidelines for the identification of specific objectives for waterbodies 

falling within protected areas" 

 

In a meeting held at the Italian Ministry of the Environment on April 17, 2018, the Italian institute 

for research and protection of the environment (Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la Ricerca 

Ambientale-ISPRA presented the guidelines of specific objectives for waterbodies falling within 

protected area.  Produced by a working group made up of ISPRA and by the Ministry of the 

Environment (DG Protection of Nature and of the Sea) with the collaboration of SOGESID, the 

Guidelines aim at  providing useful indications for the harmonization of the European "Habitat" 

and "Birds" Directives with the Water Framework Directive (2000/60 /EC).  

 

Our Association could not miss the meeting which is in continuity with the seminar "Integration 

between Water & Nature" held by the Gruppo 183 together with the Lombardy region and 

Comunità Ambiente on July 6, 2016. (http://www.comunitambiente.it/wp/en/events/seminar-on-

the-integration-of-eu-water-and-nature-directives-3 ). 

 

Since 2015 there have been important moments of confrontation between Italian regions and 

stakeholders in order to identify integration policies and actions to protect habitats and species 

dependent on aquatic ecosystems. This also in answer to the EU PILOT 6730/14 through which the 

European Union, following multiple complaints, has asked Italy for clarifications on alleged 

wrongdoings related to the lack of environmental protection of a series of Natura 2000 sites (SPAs 

and SACs).  

 

At the start of the meeting information useful to better understand the context and the lexicon of the 

"Guidelines" were presented, together with the principles and history of the “Birds” 

(2009/147/EC)and “Habitats” (92/43/EC) directives, in relation to the Water Framework Directive 

(WFD-2000/60/EC). One of the challanges is represented by the fact that the objectives of the 

directives are not specific and difficult to quantify (the "Satisfactory Conservation Status - SCS" for 

habitats and species of Community interest).  

 

The Natura2000 network represents the main pillar of the Directives playing the most important 

role for the achievement of the SCS. The Water Framework Directive provides an integrated 

approach on a river basin scale for the protection / improvement (Good state, ecological and 

chemical, of water by 2015) of the status of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems, as well as the 

wetlands directly dependent on aquatic ecosystems. The site-specific conservation objectives, to be 

achieved through the identification of appropriate conservation measures (as foreseen in Article 6 of 

the "Habitat" Directive) have been the object of study by the group coordinated by ISPRA, which 

has dealt with the various issues underlying the integration of the European Directives, such as the 

hierarchy of information, the time frame and the theme of monitoring (which will be the main topic 

of the forthcoming ISPRA IV report).  

 

For the implementation of the environmental objectives of the Water Framework Directive in 

protected natural areas it is necessary to identify every aspect of the water status that has a direct or 

indirect influence on the achievement of the SCS. It may however be necessary to define, in some 

cases, appropriate additional objectives for the achievement of the SCS within the Management 
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Plan (MP) for a given protected area, which would result, in the lexicon of the Water Framework 

Directive, in a "more than good" (Excellent / High) state of the aquatic ecosystem. 

 

The purpose of the work is to provide general guidelines for the identification of these specific 

objectives to be added to those provided for by the Water Framework Directive for habitats and 

species dependent on aquatic ecosystems; objectives that, in some way, compensate for the 

differences in terms (SCS vs Ecological Status) and scale (Water Body vs Biogeographic Region) 

among the various Directives. The work presented, which can be consulted from the ISPRA 

website, provides indications for the achievement of specific objectives for water bodies in 

protected areas, providing for more restrictive class and standard objectives for one or more 

elements: biological, hydromorphological, physico-chemical, priority chemicals (also complying 

with the NAP guidelines for the sustainable use of plant protection products).  

 

The presentation ended with the commitment of continuing the work, favoring greater integration 

between competent subjects (River Basin Authorities, managers of the N2000 areas, Regions), 

supporting the updating of the next Management Plans and encouraging new research studies with 

a multidisciplinary approach. On the element of the complementarity of the different approaches 

and the multidisciplinary approach.  Before the conclusion of the meeting so experts from the water 

sector and the nature sector (managers of protected areas / N2000) intervened, enriching the 

discussion with concrete examples of territorial management. 

 

 

Various interventions emphasized the right timing for the Guidelines, in support of those who feel 

responsible for the management of the territory. Others spoke of the difficulty of communication 

with stakeholders, an obstacle to overcome with easier access to databases and with the launch of an 

important campaign to raise awareness among public administrations and managing bodies in 

N2000 areas. 

 

Gruppo 183, would like to call attention to the need for more human and financial resources to meet 

the important environmental challenges that await us and to involve in the search for solutions also 

those actors who up to now not been involved: farmers and citizens. 
 

Stefano Gallo 
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