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Branding, Culture and Environment

In a global context, dkstudio speaks
your language through their designs and initiatives
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In Canada, dkstudio architects inc. is a
name synonymous with luxury retail design.
From Louis Vuitton to Prada, Chanel to Gucci,
Fendi to Bottega Venetta, Jimmy Choo to
Vince Camuto, dkstudio does it all. Taken
in stride with the speed and complexity
of contemporary life, dkstudio seeks the
dynamic synergy between the time-honoured
tradition of fine craftsmanship and a passion
for the ever-changing flux of architecture and
technology in the 21st century.
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In addition to an impressive portfolio of retail
projects, dkstudio has accomplished a wide range
of designs from mixed-use resort hotels in Guam,
to high-end condominiums in Toronto, to corporate
offices worldwide. Throughout the United States and
Canada, extending into the Middle East in Bahrain and
Dubai, and ranging through South Asia in Bangalore,
Singapore, Beijing, Shanghai, Hangzhou and
prominently in Hong Kong, dkstudio and its founding
partners have experience designing in diverse markets
around the world.

dkstudio is a master of balancing in the luxury retail
design industry. While continuing the identity and DNA
of the brand, their designs are also respecting the
cultural context of the region. As Karen Mak, founding
partner of dkstudio, puts it: “We are embarking on a
design concept overhaul for a brand in Asia where the
American concept needs to be reimagined to be able to
speak to the Asian shoppers in their own language. The
shifts may appear subtle but they are an important part
of the brand experience in a local context. And that’s
part of the fun of design!” You will see more gold color
in the China stores than their American counterparts.

Karen Mak and her partner and husband Dmytriy
Pereklita both spent over a decade working in Asia
honing their skills in luxury retail, commercial and
residential design. Each found success separately
before joining forces to create a talented and dynamic
team.

In 2007, Karen and Dmytriy decided to bring their
knowledge and expertise in luxury design to Canada,
founding dkstudio architects inc. with its primary
office in Toronto, and two satellite offices in Vancouver
and Hong Kong. Over the last ten years, the firm has
naturally grown to serve a continually expanding client
base and to continue its commitment to achieving
design excellence.
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Where are we going?

Beyond luxury retail and high-end commercial and
residential, dkstudio is committed to environmental
awareness and action. The profession of architecture is

uniquely situated to drive change in the built environment,

and the team at dkstudio places priority on ensuring
the development of sustainable practices in all that they
do. Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design,

or LEED, accreditation remains a key benchmark

in sustainable design, and dkstudio has pursued
accreditation for Prada and Chanel stores in Toronto.
Beyond LEED, there are a multitude of elements to

be considered in designing sustainably, for instance,

a current project in the office for a 20,000-square

foot residence on a greenfield site will be nearly self-
sufficient, incorporating photovoltaic panels, on-site
septic system and a large storm management cistern. In
addition, dkstudio’s own office building, currently under
construction, will be powered by solar energy, feature a
green wall, and will incorporate social environmentalism
through biking infrastructure such as storage racks

and showers, that will encourage the team members to
take more sustainable transportation options on their
commutes.
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Project Spotlight: Torus Office

dkstudio was commissioned by the owners of an
exclusive, privately held hedge fund in Hong Kong to
design its new offices as part of the company’s relocation
to Central, the prestigious business district of Hong Kong.

The design of the office is based on a stylized “torus”
or wheel parti. The perimeter of the torus is made up of
all the rooms and functions of the office located on the
edge of the office. A central glass corridor with curved
glass corners wraps the inside of the torus and connects
all the rooms, enveloping the curved formal conference
room which becomes the jewel in the crown of the office.
The perimeter rooms of the office are clad entirely with
renewable ltalian walnut on the floors and ceilings while
the void in the torus - the curved corner corridor - is clad
with flamed Basaltino flooring.

Design features include the use of double glazed walls
with air cavities and isolation detailing for all partitions to
achieve an elevated level of acoustic privacy between
all the rooms and functions of the office. Technological
innovation was paramount in this design, utilizing
switchable glass which can become utterly opaque or
entirely translucent at the flip of a switch, allowing for
complete privacy as well as opening to light and views.

The vision of the office being a cultural, social and
professional environment was fully realized and the
design excellence for this project was recognized with the
“2015 Canadian Interiors: Best of Canada” award, as well
as being shortlisted for an international design award.
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One Piece A Day

Perhaps the best example of dkstudio’s
sustainable innovation is the invention of an app,
called One Piece A Day. Designed and implemented
by Dmytriy Pereklita, the app encourages
environmental stewardship through social media
One Piece A Day encourages its users to pick
up a piece of trash from the road-side, park or
beach, take a picture to document it, and then
dispose of it properly. Additionally, it is a tool for
awareness, educating users about biodegradation
and the impact of trash on our oceans, landfills and
atmosphere.

The inspiration behind this initiative is one of the
most wonderful constructions of the world — the
Great Wall in China. Dmytriy saw a pile of garbage
on the slope when he leaned over the wall. The
sight inspired him to do something for the sake of
helping the environment.

One Piece A Day is just one of the initiatives
taken on by Dmytriy and dkstudio in the pursuit of
a more environmentally sustainable future. While
maintaining their commitment to excellent luxury
retail design, they are expanding into fresh design
ventures that can utilize their invigorating and
thoughtful approach to the built environment.
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Project Spotlight:
Saskatoon

dkstudio partnered with Forward Signs for the design
and build of a comprehensive signage package for the City
of Saskatoon Civic Operations Centre. The new campus
includes a 450,000 square foot Transit Operations Facility as
well as a Snow Management Facility which can hold as much
snow as the equivalent volume of 400 Olympic swimming
pools. Inspired by the prairies and its expansive sky, as well
as the picturesque city with the South Saskatchewan River
running diagonally through it, dkstudio designed a signage
concept which provides a fresh identity for an innovative
establishment. Dynamic blues, greens, and purple add
vibrancy to the technically functional spaces and clarify the
wayfinding system. Simple yet sophisticated curved shapes
unify the signage design.
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ONE PIECE A DAY

every piece counts for a healthier planet
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Our cities, parks, forests, beaches, oceans, rivers, & streams: our planet free of garbage,
FOREVER!! Take action to Clean the Planet with #0nePieceADay, the App that inspires
everyone to pick up one piece of trash a day, take a photo, & dispose responsibly.
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n a dkstudio architects environmental initiative l ®)

https://www.facebook.com/OnePieceADay1/ [@onepieceaday1




