
Dec 2~ Parent Meeting 
on Core Value 
Relationships

Dec 3~ LSU Basketball 
PBIS Field Trip

Dec 6~ Jeans Day

Dec 8~ Jones Creek 
Christmas Parade

Dec 13~ Midterm 
Exams 1A, 3A, 5A

Dec 16~ Midterm 
Exams 1B, 3B, 5B

Dec 17~ Midterm 
Exams 2A, 4A, Early 
Dismissal

Dec 18~ Midterm 
Exams 2B, 4B, Holiday 
Teacher Luncheon, 
Early Dismissal

Dec 19~ Exam 
Make-Up, Early 
Dismissal

Dec 20-Jan 3~ Winter 
Break-No School

UPCOMING EVENTS
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HISTORY OF WINTER HOLIDAYS

Hanukkah is an eight-day Jewish celebration that honors 
the re-dedication during the second century B.C. of the Second 
Temple in Jerusalem. There was a legend that stated that Jews 
started to rebel against their Greek-Syrian oppressors in the 
Maccabean Revolt.  The Maccabees risked their lives for 
religious freedom. The story behind Hanukkah originated in the 
Temple of Jerusalem - there was a small amount of oil to light 
the Temple's menorah and it miraculously lasted eight days. 
That is why the Jewish celebrate Hanukkah by lighting eight 
candles and blowing them out each day. This year Hanukkah 
will start on December 22 and end on December 30.

Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Christ. It is 
celebrated on December 25th. In fact, 90% of the U.S. 
population celebrates Christmas even if they do not follow 
Christian beliefs. While it was originally a Christian holiday, 
people of other religions may also celebrate it. December 25th 
was originally a pagan celebration. Fun Fact: if you actually 
bought all of the items from the 12 Days of Christmas in the 
same quantity listed in the song, it would cost you $1.3 million. 
The nativity story of Christmas ended in several wars. 

Kwanzaa is an African American winter celebration.  
Kwanzaa lasts for seven days that starts on December 26 and 
ends on January 1. Many people celebrate by decorating their 
home with African art as well as in traditional colors of 
Kwanzaa which are green, black, and red. They also wear 
traditional clothing. Women wear a colorful wrap called a 
kaftan. Men wear a colorful shirt called a dashiki and a hat 
called a kufi. Families gather together for a large feast called a 
kamaru. The name Kwanzaa comes from a Swahili phrase that 
means "first fruits of the harvest.'

~Cameron Marshall & Ainsley Eskind   f

P a n t h e r
P r e s s



THE END OF FOOTBALL SEASON VETERANS DAY

Ms. Stockwell and the talented drama class will be converting a 
Christmas book into a play for the school. The play will be based off of 
the book ?Santa Bruce?, a children's book about a grumpy bear who 
must pretend to be Santa Claus and save Christmas. It will be 
performed on December 6, 2019. There will be multiple performances 
for elementary school students. Sixth, seventh, and eighth graders will 
be performing the play. It is a six page play. The actors will be working 
hard. Wish them luck, or, as they say, "Break a leg!"

~Ava Jones

Veterans Day was formerly 
known as Armistice Day, and was 
also set as a legal holiday to honor 
the end of World War I. After World 
War II and the Korean War, the 83rd 
U.S. Congress amended the act by 
striking the word ?Armistice? and 
replaced it with ?Veterans? to 
represent those who served in all 
wars. With the approval of 
legislation on June 1, 1954, Nov. 11 
became known as Veterans Day. 
During our Veteran?s Day program 
we had many honorable guests in 
the audience who have served 
their time in the military. We also 
had a few guest speakers and 
multiple amazing student poems 
and essays.

 

~Michael Papanikolaou

As we all know, the football season has come to an end. 
With the conclusion of this season I was hoping that I could gain 
an opinion from one of the players on how they felt about the 
season. The person that I chose for this interview was Robert  
Russel.

Q: What  posit ion did you play?

A: Running back

Q: How do you think this season went?

A: It was okay, for the most part

Q: If there was anything that  you could change what  would it  be

A: Us having to forfeit games

Q: Why is this the thing that  you want  to change?

A: Because it hurts the team in the most vital ways

Q: How do you think your team could get  bet ter t raining-wise?

A: They could work on their tackling abilities

Q: Is there anything that  you would l ike to say about  this 
season?

A: I feel our performance was lower than average but I still 
think we did our best and gave it our all.

Q: Would you consider playing for Woodlawn next  year?

A: Of course; I don?t see why I wouldn?t play for my school 
next year ~ Cameron Turner

TALENTED DRAMA CHRISTMAS PLAY



The winner of our November 
Art Contest is Nada Alashmaly, 
and this is her second time 
winning!

We really appreciate all of the 
participation! However, we will not be 
having a contest for January.

     ~Janie Foreman

ART CONTEST

You know that moment where it?s 10 minutes before the holidays and you need a gift to 
give someone and you don?t have the faintest idea of what to give them, so here's a few tips to 
help with that. 

- Give money, $10 is equal to a $15 gift, it also requires minimal effort 
- A food  that is generally liked by people; for example, the most popular food across the 

world is pasta, then meat, then rice, and even pastries 
- Coffee mugs are an age old classic it?s hard to go wrong with
- Everyone likes music, so earbuds or an Mp3 player are both good options.

Take these generic gift inspirations to get you out of that holiday pickle.

~ Carson Jenkins

MIDTERM TIPS

Well  it's finally that season, the season for Midterms, 
some of the most feared tests at Woodlawn Middle. As I am 
a 8th grader, I thought that I would share some of my 
knowledge with you, so that you can survive the coming 
tests. 

1) Study- By this I don't mean sit there for hours trying to 
read something, and eventually give up and get nothing 
done. Find a way of studying that helps you, and Khan 
Academy has information on everything with useful videos.  

2)  Don't  be afraid to skip quest ions- Many teachers put 
questions that need you to know more details than what was 
on the study guide. So, you should flag that question and 
move on, but keep it in the back of your mind. So, that when 
another question provides more information o that subject or 
makes you remember something, you can immediately go 
back and fix it. 

3) Get . Some. Sleep. I know that everyone says this, and I'm 
sure you're tired of hearing it. But this is really important to 
know, because all the studying in the world won't make a 
difference if you can't stay awake. So, I'd recommend that 
before big tests, study the night before but try to go to sleep 
early, so that you will retain the information.

I hope that you find some of these tips useful, and 
good luck on all of your Midterms!

~ Janie Foreman

HOW TO BUY A PRESENT



The boys and girl's basketball team tryouts took place in late 
October, and we came out with some talented players representing 
our school. (List below) The boys and girls basketball team also had 
their first scrimmage vs Glasgow Middle School on Saturday, 
November 9th. Both of Woodlawn team's had a lot of great plays and 
in the 7 total games played, Woodlawn went undefeated . The girl's 
team also had a game on Friday, November 15 and played really well! 
Both teams' coaches, Coach Bowman and Coach Hayes are yet to 
start their regular seasons, but are working their team hard everyday 
in practice, to get fit and right for all their opponents this year.

~ Godly Ogunyinka

BASKETBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL LIST BOYS BASKETBALL LIST

 Godly Ogunyinka
 Hezekiah Dantzler

 Dylan Morris
 Dillion Smith

 Khamory Gipson
 Tristen Brown

 Zion Guilbeaux
 Isaiah Fariley
 Isaiah Green

 Braden Sylvester
 Malek Robinson

 Tyler Knox
 Jamarion Brown
 Keithric Williams

 Myron Nelson
 Kentrell Taylor

Mya Montgomery
 Darby Marmillion
 Kennedy Kullman

Qierstin Merritt
Trinity Spears

 Auri Ray
 Tanireah Rattle

 Kelsie Thompson
 Kamore Antoine
 Demoni Dunbar

 Mckenzie Haynes
Taigan Heck



 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Operation Christmas Child is a service project led by the BETA Club that gives 
gifts to children all over the world who don?t get Christmas gifts at all. Hopefully, you?ll 
get a paper detailing the instructions on what to do, but I?ll restate them here - on the 
paper you?ll be given a tag near the bottom. There are boxes within the tag that you 
have to check to say who exactly to give it to. Check ?Boy? or ?Girl?, and to the right there 
will be multiple age ranges(e.g. ages 3-5), so check one and cut out the tag - you?re 
almost there! Prepare a shoe box and fill it with gifts. Attach $9 (shipping fee) and the 
tag to the box. Turn it in, and you?re done! BETA members who participate will have the 
operation counted as a service project. Gifts have to comply with the rules the 
organization gives, so refrain from placing gifts that don?t follow the instructions. BETA 
Members should note that Ms. Phillips  has plenty of boxes left for those who wish to 
participate.

~ Shashank Nanjundiah

The LSU vs. Alabama Gameday Bundle consisted of a hot dog, a 
bag of chips, a Capri Sun, and either wearing an LSU Tigers t-shirt or 
an Alabama Crimson Tide t-shirt, all for only $4. This is the biggest 
game of college football every year. LSU and Alabama have had a 
rivalry dating back to 1895, with a 12-6 LSU win. They have had a 
rivalry for 124 years, and LSU has been around for 150 years.  The 
rankings going into the game were 1-LSU and 2-Alabama. This is the 
game everyone anticipates every year. This year, the game was in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and every year, the prices for the tickets go 
higher and higher. There is no time that you can buy tickets early 
enough, to be able to get a cheap ticket. This year, Donald Trump 
attended the game, and he said he expected a big game to be put on. 
So, this was a huge game and the players definitely gave the fans an 
exciting contest to watch. The LSU Tigers pulled out a huge win 
against the Crimson Tide with their 46-41 victory! Geaux Tigers!  P.S. 
Sorry Mr. Davis...The Tide will have to try again next year.                      

~ Evan Miller

LSU GAMEDAY BUNDLE



 

 

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

The teacher we chose to spotlight this month is Ms. Harper! She teaches 
Math on the G Hal l . We asked her the following questions.

Who was your childhood idol?

Sara Bareilles, because she is a really good singer and artist. She inspired me 
and I like her music as well.

Why did you start  teaching?

To build people's confidence in their intelligence. I started to like math in 
college, but in high school, I wasn't interested in math.

What are your favorite hobbies?

I like to play ukulele and piano. I also like to sing and participate in theater.

                                                                                                                     ~Lee Frake

I have interviewed Darby Marmil l ion who was on the basketball team last 
year, and I asked her the following questions:

What do you expect  for this year's season?

I think it will because we have a good team and good players.

Why did you want  to be on the team?

Because I like to play basketball and I think it's a good 

experience.

Who is your favorite basketbal l player?

My favorite basketball player is Jrue Holiday

When did you start  playing basketbal l?

I started playing in the fifth grade.

Thank you Darby for allowing me to ask you these questions. Have a good 
season this year! Go Panthers!

                                                                                                       ~ Arilyn Marshall

GIRLS BASKETBALL PLAYER INTERVIEW



Simon vs the Homo Sapiens Agenda     BY: Becky Albertal l i

AR Points-9   AL: 4.4

Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school 
musical. But when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the 
spotlight. Now Simon is actually being blackmailed: if he doesn?t play wingman for class clown Martin, 
his sexual identity will become everyone?s business. Worse, the privacy of Blue, the pen name of the 
boy he?s been emailing, will be compromised. With some messy dynamics emerging in his once 
tight-knit group of friends, and his email correspondence with Blue growing more flirtatious every day, 
Simon?s junior year has suddenly gotten all kinds of complicated. Now, change-averse Simon has to 
find a way to step out of his comfort zone before he?s pushed out? without alienating his friends, 
compromising himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with the most confusing, adorable guy he?s 

never met..    ~Lee Frake 

Flawed     BY: Cecel ia Ahern

AR Points- 14   AL: 5.6

Celestine is part of the society that values perfection and outcasts the Flawed. The Flawed are 
the people who make morally wrong choices. They are to be branded so that all of society may see 
them for who they truly are. The Guild that upholds the Flawed and Perfect community just so happens 
to be run by Celestine?s boyfriend's dad. This doesn?t bother Celestine though because she respects 
the Guild and she?ll never end up their anyway. That?s what she thought... Celestine breaks the most 
important rule in their society; aiding a flawed. She?s perfect though and her boyfriend?s dad will help 
her prove it if she does one little thing. Lie! If she lies about her actions she will not be seen as Flawed 
and get to keep living her normal Perfect life. Will she lie to be seen as Perfect in her society or will she 

realize that being Flawed is being Perfect? Read the book to find out!                                       
~Madeline Bryant

 The Sun is Also a Star  BY: Nicola Yoon

AR Points-10  AL: 4.7

Natasha Kingsley is originally from Jamaica, but has made a life for herself in New York. Up until 
her and her family got a letter that they?re being deported, so she tries to schedule appointments with 
lawyers to be able to stay in New York. At the same time, Daniel Bae is getting ready for a college 
interview that his parents are really pressuring him to do well on. Natasha and Daniel meet on the 
streets of New York, and when these two strangers meet sparks immediately began flying. On this 
hectic day where Natasha is struggling to stay in America, Daniel tries to convince her love in real with 
his growing feelings for her. Will they fall in love? And will Natasha be deported? Read The Sun is Also 

a Star to find out.   ~Janie Foreman
                                                                                                                              

BOOK TALK



Warren Parker

Q: Start ing your second year at  
Woodlawn, how do you feel 
about  the school?

A: ?I really like it, some of my 
teachers are very nice to be 
around.?

Q: If you had the opt ion to 
improve something about  
Woodlawn what  would it  be?

A: ?Making the kids behave 
much better in class to make it 
easier for teachers.?

Q: What are your goals by the 
end of the year?

A: ?Get all A?s and to make the 
principal's list.?
Q: Do you look forward to 
becoming an 8th grader next  
year?

A: ?Yeah, it would be nice to 
be a role model in school for the 
6th and 7th graders."

Montral Winf ield

Q: Start ing your second year at  
Woodlawn how do you feel 
about  the school?

A: ?It?s pretty good, I like my 
new teachers so far.? 

Q: If you had the opt ion to 
improve something about  
Woodlawn what  would it  be?

A: ?Some of the teachers 
attitude so they could act more 
serious to get work done with the 
students that misbehave in class 
or have trouble learning.?

Q: What are your goals by the 
end of the year?

A: ?To get all A?s?
Q: Do you see 8th graders as 
role models?

A: ?I don?t really know anyone 
that I see as a role model in 8th 
grade.?

~ Cameron Marshall

7TH GRADE INTERVIEWS



Here at Student Spotlight we take three students, one from each 
grade, and ask them a series of questions. These are their responses!

Melissa Huynh: Melissa is a magnet student in sixth grade who likes 
to draw, play video games, and play board games.

Cassie Brown: Cassie is an seventh grade Great Scholar who likes to 
help others, do makeup, she has two dogs and one cat, and two 
brothers.

Charl ie Huynh: Charlie is an eighth grade Great Scholar who likes 
science, is in talented music, plays piano, has one sister, and likes to 
learn. He was also runner up for student of the year.

~Rian Baralt

What are your plans 
for the hol idays?
Relax at home.

 What are your New 
Year Resolut ions?

Do better in ELA and 
Social Studies.

How do you plan on 
studying for 
midterms?

I plan on using index 
cards, and having one 
of my friends help me.

What are your plans for 
the hol idays?

Relax at home and play 
piano

What are your New Year 
Resolut ions?

Straight A's, get into Baton 
Rouge High School, and 

be more physically active.

How do you plan on 
studying for midterms?
Reread my notes and get 

peer tested.

6TH 8TH

What are your plans for 
the hol idays?

Visit my friends and 
family, and relax at home.

What are your New Year 
Resolut ions?

To try to get all A's.

How do you plan on 
studying for midterms?
Go over everything and 
relearn what I need to 

relearn.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

7TH
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