
History/Social Science Argument: The Social Significance and Politics of Hip Hop, 
Rap & Spoken Word 
 
History Argument Guidelines 
  
Two or more team members will prepare the history argument and will present it on the 
Challenge Day before a panel of judges. The argument, which should address the prompt 
below, should be 8 to 12 minutes in length. Visual aids, like PowerPoint, are allowed. Your 
argument must include primary source evidence and interviews that the team members have 
conducted. On the day of the event, you will submit a list of sources used in the development of 
your argument. If the list of sources is not included, 15 points will be deducted from the final 
score. If the list of sources is submitted but does not contain either primary source evidence or 
interviews, 10 points will be deducted from final score. See scoring rubric. 
 
Major Thesis Question:  Art (art/music/dance/video/spoken word) reflects or challenges a 
society's mainstream culture and it may also help to shape it.  Hip Hop, Rap and Spoken Word 
are complex art forms that are made up of different currents-  one that is deliberately anti-
establishment and political, and one that embraces society’s materialist, and to varying degrees 
misogynist culture.  With regard to society’s persistent inequities, systemic racism and its 
reflections in the dominant culture, are these art forms primarily a positive or a negative force?  
 
Secondary Questions:  

1. What conditions gave rise to, and what ideas, feelings and values are expressed by Hip 
Hop, Rap & Spoken Word and what are its social and political impacts?   

2. Illuminate your thesis by comparing/contrasting it to the political actions (e.g., civil 
rights, Black Power, Young Lords) and different cultural expressions (e.g., African 
clothing or hair styles, Motown) of the 1960’s and 70’s African-American and Latino/a 
generation. 

 
Your thesis argument should be supported by:  

● An examination of the common experiences of African-American and Latino youth that gave 
rise to, and led to the widespread embrace of, Hip Hop, Rap & Spoken Word cultures. 

● An examination of how similar or different experiences resulted in political action in the 50's, 
60's and 70's, and different kinds of cultural expressions during those times. 

● Examples of Hip Hop, Rap & Spoken Word serving as supportive evidence. 
● And your own analysis, values and perspective reflecting the significance of your thesis. 

  
Please refer to the specific requirements below: 
1. Presentation length 8-12 minutes 
2. Visual aids may be used 
3. Face to face, telephone or Skype interviews with at least one each of the following: 

● Hip Hop, Rap and/or Spoken Word artists 



● Professors or Writers of African-American History and Culture, Youth Studies, Sociology, 
Popular Culture 

  


