
I am...

Community Organizers Who Empower Citizens to Find Their Voice



A letter from our president.
Taking the roll of president with Engage Mountain Maryland was a natural transition for me after working with the dedicated 
group of people who are the backbone of the organization. I was inspired by the creative energy that would be ever present in 
our board meetings, and the commitment of each volunteer’s careful consideration of the general public we strive to serve.  I 
took on the task of communicating our message of  “engagement” and “empowerment” with a great sense of purpose. It 
wasn’t long before I realized this work is the most important thing I’ve ever done. Our quality of life can change in a heartbeat 
if we don’t protect the things we love and embrace what makes Mountain Maryland special and unique. 

The best we can do is help those understand the value of what they have so they will strive to preserve it. That understanding 
comes through constant reminders from friends, family, and loved ones. If I, and our members, can enlighten even a few 
people through the EMM mission, what they know to be true will be shared with passion.



Engage Mountain Maryland Empowers!
Engage Mountain Maryland formed following collaborative conversations with Western Maryland groups and individuals who sought ways 
to stop hydraulic fracturing from entering our state. The conversation meandered from blaming state legislators and county commissioners, 
to local land owners and the Chamber of Commerce,  who all seemed to lacked regard for our tourism economy, clean living, and natural 
beauty.  The more we discussed the need to protect ourselves from these entities, we realized the real problem was the lack of transparency 
and community involvement in governance, to no one’s fault but our own. If the majority opinion isn’t openly expressed, decision-makers 
remain unchecked.

A rural lifestyle is appealing to those who like their lives simple and uncomplicated. The issue of fracking is anything but. There were 
outspoken foot soldiers pushing back against the gas industry, but they were limited and growing weary from carrying the load. EMM set 
forth to raise awareness of this life-changing issue with the broader, disengaged population of  Western Maryland.  To our surprise, it was 
not only the public that would learn to communicate with their elected o�cials, but the o�cials are learning to listen to their constituents. 

This is an ongoing task that has expanded well beyond fracking. You will see what initiatives we have taken using a 
dedicated philosophy of treating everyone as equals, engaging them in conversation, and most importantly 
encouraging them to express themselves without fear of intimidation or ridicule. With encouragement and support of 
others, individuals have been �nding their voices that must be heard.



MARK STUTZMAN, President

Mark Stutzman is best known as the artist of the 1993 Elvis Presley Stamp for the U.S. Postal Service which remains the most popular 
commemorative postage stamp in history. He has won numerous awards and produced iconic images nation-wide and globally for clients 
such as best selling author Stephen King, magician, David Blaine, DC Comics, Microsoft, McDonald's, Rolling Stone, TIME, Esquire, 
Broadway, and numerous publishers in print and music. His experience includes visual communication in consumer and corporate markets. 
His work has been key in branding licensed property in entertainment, retail, food products, and publishing. He has taught, guest lectured, 
and is a member of the Society Of Illustrators, NYC as well as the Illustrators Partnership that works to preserve and protect artists' rights.

DAWN BEITZEL, Secretary

Dawn Beitzel played a key roll in the production of the International Canoe Federation Whitewater World Championships, where she was 
the direct liaison for a $100K Marketing Plan targeting the Washington DC, Baltimore, Pittsburgh and International Markets. This included 
communications with 85 Media Outlets and NBC Sports production by InVnt, a global branding company as well as securing high dollar 
sponsorships. Her experience includes management, sales and marketing, public relations, facilitation, leadership, administration, real 
estate, and lending principles. She also recently formed Camp Agape, a non pro�t company that provides opportunities for disadvantaged 
youth and women for personal growth, and empowerment through experiential learning. She has served on the Garrett County Shale 
Advisory Committee and the Garrett College Career Pathways committee, and on the Board for Friends of Deep Creek Lake. Dawn is currently 
the Director of Rental Operations with Coldwell Banker Deep Creek Realty. She is part of seven generations of Garrett Countians and owns a 
small horse farm.

MATIA VANDERBILT, Treasurer

Matia Vanderbilt has served Western Maryland for nearly a decade through various organizations. She helped found and served as a board 
o�cer for Save Western Maryland that fought to protect citizens from industrial wind farms, and Citizen Shale, a grass roots organization 
that reviewed fracking regulations while seeking protective measures. She also worked closely with Delegate Heather Mizeur in 2011 on 
Maryland’s �rst fracking moratorium bill, “Marcellus Shale Safe Drilling Act”. She currently serves on the Advisory Council of a national 
organization, Stop The Frack Attack. Besides her extensive volunteer e�orts Matia is the director of the Center for Sustainable Education in 
Accident, MD, and O�ce and Human Resources Manager at Harvest Moon Market.

KEVIN FALEY

Kevin Faley, a graduate of The Notre Dame Law School, is an attorney who was in the private practice of law in �rms in Indiana and 
Washington DC. Prior to that, he served as Chief Counsel and Executive Director of the United States Senate Judiciary Committee, Subcom-
mittee on the Constitution. In this role, he helped develop the strategy and tactics for passing legislation such as the Bayh-Dole law, which 
allowed non-pro�ts such as universities to retain title to inventions made through federally funded research, and to exclusively license those 
inventions. In 2002 The Economist Magazine described the legislation as, "Possibly the most inspired piece of legislation to be enacted in 
America over the past half century." It was in the Senate that he saw �rst-hand how a small group of motivated, hard working individuals 
can have a real impact in addressing and solving problems in our society. 

JESSICA JOSEPHSON

Jessica Josephson is a devoted supporter of environmental and social justice. A lawyer and entrepreneur, she worked as a Counsel on the 
United States Senate Judiciary Committee; as a business development executive for Home Box O�ce, and raised the money for, launched, 
and operated a business information publishing company in Europe. Following this, she was appointed Director of the O�ce of Telecommu-
nications and Information Services for the city of San Francisco, and later raised the money for and was a co-founder of an Internet 
company. Most recently, she has engaged in community organizing projects.

JUDY A. CARBONE

Judy A. Carbone is currently the Volunteer Coordinator for HART for Animals, Inc.  She holds a M.Ed. In General Counseling from the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis and is a Career/Life Coach certi�ed by the Hudson Institute of Santa Barbara. She has extensive experience in 
career counseling, college student services and advising, non-pro�t administration, and life coaching. An avid believer in volunteerism and 
community engagement, Judy is the Co-President of AAUW-Garrett Branch, Vice Chair of the Garrett County Commission of Women (Chair 
in August 2016), Secretary on the Board of Directors of the Garrett Lakes Arts Festival (until October 2016), Volunteer Coordinator for the 
Deep Creek Lake Art & Wine Festival, and a volunteer with several other organizations.

ELLIOTT PERFETTI

Elliott Perfetti is a lifelong resident and lover of Garrett County and the lifestyle it o�ers. He graduated from WVU with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering and moved directly to a start-up engineering �rm designing energy e�ciency improvements and control systems for 
commercial and residential buildings. While he very much enjoyed this work, a new challenge presented itself that was too big and 
interesting to refuse. He accepted a position as Operations Manager for the construction of Blue Moon Rising, a unique vacation resort 
overlooking Deep Creek Lake. He now serves as the CEO of the business group that includes Blue Moon Rising, Moonshadow Café and 
Harvest Moon Market and Catering. In addition to his work life, he is an outdoor enthusiast who enjoys the countless recreational opportu-
nities of Garrett County.

 

ERIC ROBISON
 
Eric Robison is a former Paramedic and Fire�ghter with a rich history of donating his time and expertise to assist organizations in being 
e�ective. Among his many endeavors, he is a member of the Oakland/Mountain Lake Park Lion’s Club and Oakland Rotary where he works 
coordinating and volunteering at fundraising activities and events. He also serves as head of security for HART for Animals at the Garrett 
Lakes Art & Wine Festival, one of the county’s largest fundraising events. Robison also served as Treasurer for the Garrett County Special 
Olympics, is President of the Garrett County Southern High School Marching Band Boosters, a board member of the Allegany Highland’s 
Alliance, and a member of Garrett County Smart Growth. He also helped found and serves as President of Save Western Maryland and is the 
owner of Eagle Rock Construction which familiarized him with the permitting and regulatory processes.  

KNOW OUR BOARD
The Engage Mountain Maryland board of directors blends unique backgrounds, experience, and expertise that encompass 
global in�uence and multi-generational roots in the place they call home. Each member brings their own perspective that lends 
to lively dialogue when faced with problem solving.

Unlike many boards, all members are actively involved in every aspect of undertakings from monitoring public meetings, 
greeting guests at public events, taking on community outreach and support, drafting correspondence, and testifying in local 
hearings and at the State Capital in Annapolis. Most importantly, the board understands the value in treating every community 
member as an equal, regardless of their social standing, education, or political a�liation.

The philosophy behind strategies is to seek all input and allow the best ideas to rise to the top rather than govern with 
predetermined agendas and outcomes. This �uid technique is our trademark, and allows for fresh concepts that have enhanced 
the way we communicate with local and state government. Engage Mountain Maryland has fostered a responsive ear from 
o�cials who are charged with making important decisions on behalf of the citizens they represent.
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University of Missouri-St. Louis and is a Career/Life Coach certi�ed by the Hudson Institute of Santa Barbara. She has extensive experience in 
career counseling, college student services and advising, non-pro�t administration, and life coaching. An avid believer in volunteerism and 
community engagement, Judy is the Co-President of AAUW-Garrett Branch, Vice Chair of the Garrett County Commission of Women (Chair 
in August 2016), Secretary on the Board of Directors of the Garrett Lakes Arts Festival (until October 2016), Volunteer Coordinator for the 
Deep Creek Lake Art & Wine Festival, and a volunteer with several other organizations.

ELLIOTT PERFETTI

Elliott Perfetti is a lifelong resident and lover of Garrett County and the lifestyle it o�ers. He graduated from WVU with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering and moved directly to a start-up engineering �rm designing energy e�ciency improvements and control systems for 
commercial and residential buildings. While he very much enjoyed this work, a new challenge presented itself that was too big and 
interesting to refuse. He accepted a position as Operations Manager for the construction of Blue Moon Rising, a unique vacation resort 
overlooking Deep Creek Lake. He now serves as the CEO of the business group that includes Blue Moon Rising, Moonshadow Café and 
Harvest Moon Market and Catering. In addition to his work life, he is an outdoor enthusiast who enjoys the countless recreational opportu-
nities of Garrett County.

 

ERIC ROBISON
 
Eric Robison is a former Paramedic and Fire�ghter with a rich history of donating his time and expertise to assist organizations in being 
e�ective. Among his many endeavors, he is a member of the Oakland/Mountain Lake Park Lion’s Club and Oakland Rotary where he works 
coordinating and volunteering at fundraising activities and events. He also serves as head of security for HART for Animals at the Garrett 
Lakes Art & Wine Festival, one of the county’s largest fundraising events. Robison also served as Treasurer for the Garrett County Special 
Olympics, is President of the Garrett County Southern High School Marching Band Boosters, a board member of the Allegany Highland’s 
Alliance, and a member of Garrett County Smart Growth. He also helped found and serves as President of Save Western Maryland and is the 
owner of Eagle Rock Construction which familiarized him with the permitting and regulatory processes.  



MARK STUTZMAN, President

Mark Stutzman is best known as the artist of the 1993 Elvis Presley Stamp for the U.S. Postal Service which remains the most popular 
commemorative postage stamp in history. He has won numerous awards and produced iconic images nation-wide and globally for clients 
such as best selling author Stephen King, magician, David Blaine, DC Comics, Microsoft, McDonald's, Rolling Stone, TIME, Esquire, 
Broadway, and numerous publishers in print and music. His experience includes visual communication in consumer and corporate markets. 
His work has been key in branding licensed property in entertainment, retail, food products, and publishing. He has taught, guest lectured, 
and is a member of the Society Of Illustrators, NYC as well as the Illustrators Partnership that works to preserve and protect artists' rights.

DAWN BEITZEL, Secretary

Dawn Beitzel played a key roll in the production of the International Canoe Federation Whitewater World Championships, where she was 
the direct liaison for a $100K Marketing Plan targeting the Washington DC, Baltimore, Pittsburgh and International Markets. This included 
communications with 85 Media Outlets and NBC Sports production by InVnt, a global branding company as well as securing high dollar 
sponsorships. Her experience includes management, sales and marketing, public relations, facilitation, leadership, administration, real 
estate, and lending principles. She also recently formed Camp Agape, a non pro�t company that provides opportunities for disadvantaged 
youth and women for personal growth, and empowerment through experiential learning. She has served on the Garrett County Shale 
Advisory Committee and the Garrett College Career Pathways committee, and on the Board for Friends of Deep Creek Lake. Dawn is currently 
the Director of Rental Operations with Coldwell Banker Deep Creek Realty. She is part of seven generations of Garrett Countians and owns a 
small horse farm.

MATIA VANDERBILT, Treasurer

Matia Vanderbilt has served Western Maryland for nearly a decade through various organizations. She helped found and served as a board 
o�cer for Save Western Maryland that fought to protect citizens from industrial wind farms, and Citizen Shale, a grass roots organization 
that reviewed fracking regulations while seeking protective measures. She also worked closely with Delegate Heather Mizeur in 2011 on 
Maryland’s �rst fracking moratorium bill, “Marcellus Shale Safe Drilling Act”. She currently serves on the Advisory Council of a national 
organization, Stop The Frack Attack. Besides her extensive volunteer e�orts Matia is the director of the Center for Sustainable Education in 
Accident, MD, and O�ce and Human Resources Manager at Harvest Moon Market.

KEVIN FALEY

Kevin Faley, a graduate of The Notre Dame Law School, is an attorney who was in the private practice of law in �rms in Indiana and 
Washington DC. Prior to that, he served as Chief Counsel and Executive Director of the United States Senate Judiciary Committee, Subcom-
mittee on the Constitution. In this role, he helped develop the strategy and tactics for passing legislation such as the Bayh-Dole law, which 
allowed non-pro�ts such as universities to retain title to inventions made through federally funded research, and to exclusively license those 
inventions. In 2002 The Economist Magazine described the legislation as, "Possibly the most inspired piece of legislation to be enacted in 
America over the past half century." It was in the Senate that he saw �rst-hand how a small group of motivated, hard working individuals 
can have a real impact in addressing and solving problems in our society. 

JESSICA JOSEPHSON

Jessica Josephson is a devoted supporter of environmental and social justice. A lawyer and entrepreneur, she worked as a Counsel on the 
United States Senate Judiciary Committee; as a business development executive for Home Box O�ce, and raised the money for, launched, 
and operated a business information publishing company in Europe. Following this, she was appointed Director of the O�ce of Telecommu-
nications and Information Services for the city of San Francisco, and later raised the money for and was a co-founder of an Internet 
company. Most recently, she has engaged in community organizing projects.

JUDY A. CARBONE

Judy A. Carbone is currently the Volunteer Coordinator for HART for Animals, Inc.  She holds a M.Ed. In General Counseling from the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis and is a Career/Life Coach certi�ed by the Hudson Institute of Santa Barbara. She has extensive experience in 
career counseling, college student services and advising, non-pro�t administration, and life coaching. An avid believer in volunteerism and 
community engagement, Judy is the Co-President of AAUW-Garrett Branch, Vice Chair of the Garrett County Commission of Women (Chair 
in August 2016), Secretary on the Board of Directors of the Garrett Lakes Arts Festival (until October 2016), Volunteer Coordinator for the 
Deep Creek Lake Art & Wine Festival, and a volunteer with several other organizations.

HOW WE CONNECTED
The challenges of reaching an audience in Western Maryland are numerous. Many residents are not internet connected and do not partake 
in social media. The local news paper, The Republican, is well read and helps to �ll gaps in communication. We developed a working 
relationship with the editor who regularly writes editorials that support our positions.  We have also established the local radio station as a 
resource for announcing public event, meetings, and hearings. Cooperation from both media sources has proved invaluable. 

The most important target for EMM is that the information we share be viable, relevant, and honest. Through a nonpartisan perspective we 
have built trust with a predominantly conservative community, sharing information that is not in�ated to suit our agendas. A direct and 
simple delivery has garnered nearly 1,300 Facebook page likes and organically built an email mailing list of 950. Messaging is quick to read, 
in layman's terms, and educational in a friendly way. Facebook posts provide links to the article’s origination but feature a boiled down 
version that can be read in two minutes or less.

Our website includes blog content comprised of community contributions, news articles, or opinion pieces. The content is chosen to be 
useful to visitors so they can learn and share. The key focus is informing citizens so they can respond or discuss topics in a way that is 
founded in facts, logic, and reason.

ELLIOTT PERFETTI

Elliott Perfetti is a lifelong resident and lover of Garrett County and the lifestyle it o�ers. He graduated from WVU with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering and moved directly to a start-up engineering �rm designing energy e�ciency improvements and control systems for 
commercial and residential buildings. While he very much enjoyed this work, a new challenge presented itself that was too big and 
interesting to refuse. He accepted a position as Operations Manager for the construction of Blue Moon Rising, a unique vacation resort 
overlooking Deep Creek Lake. He now serves as the CEO of the business group that includes Blue Moon Rising, Moonshadow Café and 
Harvest Moon Market and Catering. In addition to his work life, he is an outdoor enthusiast who enjoys the countless recreational opportu-
nities of Garrett County.

 

ERIC ROBISON
 
Eric Robison is a former Paramedic and Fire�ghter with a rich history of donating his time and expertise to assist organizations in being 
e�ective. Among his many endeavors, he is a member of the Oakland/Mountain Lake Park Lion’s Club and Oakland Rotary where he works 
coordinating and volunteering at fundraising activities and events. He also serves as head of security for HART for Animals at the Garrett 
Lakes Art & Wine Festival, one of the county’s largest fundraising events. Robison also served as Treasurer for the Garrett County Special 
Olympics, is President of the Garrett County Southern High School Marching Band Boosters, a board member of the Allegany Highland’s 
Alliance, and a member of Garrett County Smart Growth. He also helped found and serves as President of Save Western Maryland and is the 
owner of Eagle Rock Construction which familiarized him with the permitting and regulatory processes.  
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INITIATIVES
Print Advertising
EMM made it’s debut with a series of half-page advertisements in the local 
newspaper. The �rst order of business was asking residents, “What do you 
think?” and invited them to “join the conversation on Facebook.”  Over 
several weeks, we kept raising question about how Western Maryland was 
being represented and if it aligned with the views of a broader population. 
It worked! EMM quickly built a foundation of email addresses and a 
Facebook page presence. 

engage
MOUNTAIN MARYLAND

What you think matters! Join the conversation on our facebook page. 

The assumption that hydraulic fracturing
is harmful to the environment or drinking water is
a complete exaggeration of the procedure.
 
— Del. Wendell Beitzel’s legislator newsletter, Jan. 13, 2015. 

STRATEGIES FOR THE FUTURE  an Alliance

www.facebook.com/engagemountainmaryland

What do you think?
*BACKING IT UP!

Read more Citation for Factual Statement Above available on the Engage Mountain Maryland Facebook page.

IN FACT
Roughly 96%

addressing health impacts report risks or

suggest possible low birth-weight babies,
birth defects, asthma, and other

respiratory illnesses.* 

engage, question, exclaim!

START TALKIN’
Join Facebook page
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engage
MOUNTAIN MARYLAND

What you think matters! Join the conversation on our facebook page. 

STRATEGIES FOR THE FUTURE  an Alliance

www.facebook.com/engageMountainMaryland

Know fact from fantasy!

“No proof of
correlation that drilling/fracking

causing health issues“
— G.C. Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Nicole Christian to

Garrett County Shale Gas Advisory Committee 1 

August 28, 2014

     *Some of the environmental
impacts and health outcomes
potentially associated with HVHF 
[fracking] activities.

respiratory health due to increased 
levels of particulate matter, diesel 
exhaust, or volatile organic
chemicals, VOC’s.

      Drinking water impacts from
underground migration of methane 
and/or fracking chemicals associated          
      with faulty well construction.2
      

And that’s just the short list!

START TALKIN’
Join Facebook page

fromoldbooks.org

*BACKING IT UP!
Read more online

1. Above quote attributed to the document titled  on August 28, 2014
made on behalf the Garrett Shale Advisory Committee.

2. Fact originated from the New York State Department of Health. (Scan QR Code)

FACT IS:
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engage
MOUNTAIN MARYLAND

Learn More, Say More, Write More, Do More To Stop Fracking. 

STRATEGIES FOR THE FUTURE  an Alliance

www.facebook.com/engageMountainMaryland
START TALKIN’

Join Facebook page

Oh Well,
I don’t know that much

abouuuut it.

Which Are You Saying?

NO WELL!
Fracking will destroy tourism and
ruin our air, our water, and our

economy… in that order.

There’s an easy way to learn more…
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engage
MOUNTAIN MARYLAND

What you think matters! Join the conversation on our facebook page. 

STRATEGIES FOR THE FUTURE  an Alliance

www.facebook.com/engageMountainMaryland
START TALKIN’

Join Facebook page Above Commissioner quotes from the FDCL candidate questionnaire (Barbara et al) before November’s election.

“If gas extraction is allowed,
there will need to be a comprehensive plan

that will have to take into account not just issues at Deep 
Creek, but the entire county, and what safeguards are

needed county wide to protect all of our
natural resources.” (10/13/14)

 — Edwards

“Prior to proceeding with drilling,
I believe the Commissioners should hire a highly 

and costs to Garrett County.  This could help us better understand the 

those for and against drilling.”  (10/13/14)

— Hinebaugh

“I want to hear from all parties and see

state Marcellus Shale Commission and the Garrett County

may have in Garrett County and what safety measures
have been initiated.”  (10/13/14)

— Tichnell

BACKING IT UP!
FDCL page

What our commissioners said about Fracking just prior to winning their seats…

The Report is in,
and it’s not what they want to hear. Make them listen!

Note that none of the commissioner’s quotes mention their concern for PEOPLE ECONOMIC
referring to protecting health. It’s not surprising then that on 1/20/15, the commissioners requested more lax regulations than the Best Management Practices Report of the Marcellus Shale
Advisory Commission would indicate are needed to protect the residents of Garrett County from real health problems related to lowered water and air quality (from horizontal drilling and

its industry-wide use of toxic chemicals to extract natural gas).
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INITIATIVES
Social Media
To further engage the community, we asked those following us on Facebook to post a short video stating why they were concerned about fracking coming to 
Western Maryland. We gather them up and shared them on a special YouTube channel to inspire others to do the same. The premise of the campaign was to have 
residents speaking to other residents on a more personal level. EMM became a portal for sharing. 



INITIATIVES
Public Meetings
Educating the public has been a standard for EMM by inviting expert speakers and building programs that leave 
guests better informed while allowing them the opportunity to ask questions. One program enlightened 
residents to the safety and maintenance of a local expansive underground natural gas storage �eld that many 
knew nothing about. The interest sparked a followup program that focused on air quality monitoring.

What is the “Accident Dome”?
It’s an aging underground natural gas storage 
facility in Accident, MD built in the 1960s. The 
site houses a compressor station and an
underground storage field covering roughly 53 
square miles and is owned and managed by 
Spectra Energy (Texas Eastern), a natural gas 
company. The site is currently releasing an
estimated 10,000 tons of methane and other 
fugitive gases per year into the air. Some cause 
cancer which concerns area residents.

Engage Mountain Maryland will be hosting a 
public information meeting about the state and 
federal regulations for this county facility in 
Accident. 

Here’s why you should come…
You’ll have an opportunity to hear representatives from Maryland Department of the Environment, 
Dept. of Natural Resources, Spectra Energy, and others express their plans for the “dome” and all 

it’s components in the future. We will also have time for questions.

Our Goal
We need to raise awareness of potential health risks to residents of Accident and surrounding 

areas posed by this industrial facility. With a foot print of 35,000 acres, the “dome” affects many 
residents locally and those down-wind are encouraged to be part of the conversation.

Please come and bring a friend. This is of vital importance.   

CAREER TECHNOLOGY TRAINING CTR. • 116 Industrial Drive, Accident, MD 21520

Tuesday, June 23rd at 7:00PM



INITIATIVES
Bring in the mascot!
The annual Autumn Glory Festival draws up to 60,000 visitors every fall in Garrett County. EMM introduced Emma 
the 45 foot dragon as a mascot to greet guests in attendance. Along with the parade unit was an announcement 
ad, banners, and billboard campaign using the theme “Come Together.” Homeowners hung the banners to support 
fracking awareness and orange branded balloons were handed out in advance of the parade. 



INITIATIVES
And much more.
Engage Mountain Maryland keeps �nding new ways to reach the community. We 
have guest lectured and set up our information table at events to share our series of 
one-page documents on fracking and answer questions of the public. 

Rural Maryland Council Summit

P.A.C.E. (Positive Attitudes Change Everything)

Project partnership with Frostburg State University Social Work Class

Partnered with the 2015 Don’t Frack Maryland Campaign 

Accidental Art & Music Festival

Appalachian Festival

Native Plant Festival

FROSTBURG STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS SOCIAL WORK CLASS



INITIATIVES
Fracking �eld trips
One of our earliest ideas was to make sure that our board members and citizens could see �rst-hand what 
fracking looks like in rural communities. EMM coordinated two fracking �eld trips that enlightened people to 
what an industrialized landscape looks, sounds, and feels like. The real-world exposure makes speaking about 
the issue more tangible and sincere. 

FRACKING FIELD TRIP TO WETZEL COUNTY, WV



INITIATIVES
World Premiere
Michael Wicklein, documentarian, followed the fracking debate that lead to a moratorium which ultimately 
passed in 2015. Engage Mountain Maryland hosted and promoted the world premiere that brought in 320 
spectators and a follow-up discussion lunch for 70 guests. The �lm was also made available for sale and 
continues to be distributed by EMM online and through local retailers. 

WORLD PREMIERE OF “FRACKING WESTERN MARYLAND?”



INITIATIVES
Taking it to Annapolis
Carrying the voices of Western Maryland to Annapolis is a critical part of the EMM mission. Making sure 
individuals are represented to support important legislation builds relevance to being part of the political 
process. EMM has rallied signatures behind passing the 2015 Fracking Moratorium Bill and helped make the 
Fracking Liability Bill of 2016 the bill to watch. We continue to build bridges to the State Capital.

of Western Maryland urge you to support SB361, The Hydraulic Fracturing Liability Act, introduced by Senator 
Jamie Raskin and Senator Bobby Zirkin. SB361 had its First Reading on January 28, 2016. This bill would 
expand liability protection for fracking to private lands in Maryland.

"fracking" in Maryland if it can be done “safely and responsibly.” SB 361, The Hydraulic Fracturing Liability Act, 

death, or loss to personal property, the owner of the permit to drill will be held responsible. Setting a clear 
standard for comprehensive liability will put Maryland closer to achieving the safe and responsible drilling 
that has already been recommended by state agencies.

Maryland currently has strict liability that applies to oil and gas drilling on state public lands and waters. 
SB361 would extend the same level of protection to private landowners and residents that the state has 
already deemed necessary for itself. Regardless of the regulations adopted, inevitably, there is always an 
element of severe risk associated with natural gas development. Should fracking related losses or injuries 

industrial entity. They will not have to if this bill becomes law.

Engage Mountain Maryland and the undersigned urge you to support SB 361, this very important piece of 
legislation to require the fracking industry to pay for any damage it causes.

 

SB361 Hydraulic Fracturing Liability Act
Proponents of Safe and Responsible Drilling in Maryland

FULL NAME                            BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION IF APPLICABLE                     ZIP CODE



ON THE HORIZON
Public engagement
There is always a need for getting the public out and involved in state legislation. We plan 
to hold public meetings to share where Maryland is with fracking legislation, continue to 
educate citizens on how to get involved, increase our membership, and follow through 
with other initiatives that are in the works.  

OTHER INITIATIVES 

Facilitated �rst public State of the County address

Fostered development of Garrett County Business HUB

Assisted citizen on contaminated well water 

Promote community events relevant to mission

Instigated re�ling of Acid Mine Drainage permitting

Facilitated Economic Study on Fracking and Tourism



To learn more
visit us online at engageMMD.org

OR
join the conversation on Facebook at Engage Mountain Maryland

AND
follow us on Twitter @engage_mtn_md

engage, empower, and embrace your community


