
INFORMATIONAL LETTER 

          On 15th of May 2017 in the city of Slavutych, Ukraine 
was held an international conference on a theme “Safety is an 

obligatory condition of nuclear power industry existence and 
development worldwide” in the course of which the 
representatives of the IUVNEI international veteran 
organizations discussed the matters of importance of the 
international rules observance in the field of the nuclear 
facilities development, construction and operation. 

        The IUVNEI Central Council and International Secretariat thoroughly reviewed the 
conference materials, reports and resolution. 

        In the reports of the Lithuania, Bulgaria, Belarus, Ukraine, WANO veteran 
organizations representatives and the conference resolution the concerns were raised 
about the matters connected with development, construction and operation of some 
nuclear facilities. 

      The veteran organizations of 11 countries of Central and Eastern Europe being a part 
of the International Union of Veterans possess many years of experience in the field of 
nuclear energy usage and development. 

       We, the veterans, are strongly convinced that any unusual events in the field of the 
nuclear energy usage adversely affect the neighboring states, and any catastrophe will 
cause irreparable damage to the world nuclear power industry. For this reason the 
responsibility for safety is the main criteria of nuclear power industry public acceptance, 
its further development and even existence. 

       We place a high priority on observance of the rules accepted in international practice 
and connected with nuclear facilities site approval by the public of the country carrying 
out the project and the neighboring countries. 

       Many years of experience of radiological materials handling reminds us about the 
need of being vigilant and attentive to their storage safety protection. 

        As a result of discussing the matters of NPP safe operation and nuclear power 
industry development the members of the International Union of Veterans of Nuclear 
Energy and Industry expressed deep concern over the SNF long-term storage in some 
countries. There are cases of safe handling technologies non-observance which may 
result in serious consequences. 

         For example, after the Ignalina NPP being shut down in 1997 the issue connected 
with SNF long-term storage (i.e. storage facilities meeting all the international 
requirements and safety regulations) has still not being solved by the Lithuanian 
government. During the process of filling the swimming baths there were cases of hanged 



fuel elements falling to the bottom of the bath and causing damage of the temporary 
storage facility. The main fuel amount is still staying in the reactors due to the lack of the 
government program and the plan of the NPP decommissioning. 

          Construction of the Central SNF Storage Facility in Ukraine is made without the 
reviews needed. It is also needed to provide a cross-border discussion of the construction 
project together with the neighboring countries. 

    The gap between SNF accumulation rates and the Central SNF Storage Facility 
construction rates is constantly rising. 

         The program of the replacement powers construction and 7 NPP units life extension 
do not have the financial support needed. In such a way there are almost no activities in 
this regard. 

         The conference participants noted the Belarus leadership positive attitude towards 
NPP development and construction in the city of Astravyets where the principles of 
openness, transparency and availability of all the information to the public are 
demonstrated. 

        The IUVNEI Central Council considers it necessary to raise awareness of the 
national organizations heads operating the NPPs, the public and the non-governmental 
organizations (IAEA, WANO, the European Commission) to the little attention of the 
Lithuania and Ukraine leadership towards construction of SNF long-term storage 
facilities and lack of the SNF disposal national programs.  
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