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The Next Visa-Free Frontier:

It's been a big year for Ukraine so far — the
long-awaited visa-free travel to Europe has
arrived and a new free trade agreement
with Canada came into effect. Both big ac-
complishments that Ukraine can be proud
of having earned. But there have been hic-
cups along the way. Ireland’s Ryanair, which
had signed agreements to affordably move
Ukrainians to and from Europe, backed out be-
cause of what they called “meddling” by au-
thorities at Boryspil Airport. Canada, among
the first countries to recognise Ukrainian in-
dependence, has steadfastly denied visa
free travel to Ukrainians (even as they have
granted it to Ukrainian commerce). While
Ukrainian authorities work to ease travel for
Ukrainians by luring back Ryanair, what do
they have to do to earn the same visa-free
travel to Canada as they have already earned
to Schengen Europe?

In a petition signed by thousands of Cana-
dians requesting the abolishment of the vi-
sa regime on Ukrainians, the Government
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of Canada remarked that “it is incumbent up-
on Ukraine to meet Canada’s established cri-
teria for a visa exemption” and states that as
of May 2016 “Ukraine falls short of the [migra-
tion trends and country conditions] thresholds
Canada uses to gauge suitability for a visa ex-
emption”. The government did, however, find
the country conditions in Ukraine to be suita-
ble enough to implement the Canada-Ukraine
Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA) last month.
Free trade for Ukrainian business? Sure. Free
travel for Ukrainian business leaders? Ahem,
nope. Wait, what? Just what is it that Canada
sees that Europe doesn't?

The suggestion from the Canadian govern-
ment response is that too many Ukraini-
ans would overstay their visas and/or claim
refugee status in Canada. These sugges-
tions seems weak in the face of early sta-
tistics. In the first three months of visa-free
travel, only 61 Ukrainians were refused en-
try into the EU (0.026%), mainly for incom-
plete documents or overstaying on previous
trips. At the same time, travel to the EU in-
creased by 10% from 2016. More travellers —
more money! The same can be said about
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asylum requests. Germany granted just
20 out of 2705 applications in 2015, while
France granted 30 out of 1425 (2015). How
many did Poland — by far the most likely
place to receive asylum applications — grant
in 20157 Just two.

So while Ukrainian authorities try to figure
out the quagmire surrounding Ryanair, they
should rightly be questioning their Canadian
counterparts on what else needs to be done
to meet Canada’s migration thresholds. While
Canada has every right to set their own visa
requirements, it seems odd and out of place
that a country that shares such historical
ties (over 125 years of Ukrainian immigra-
tion to Canada) and business ties (CUFTA)
would still require a demeaning visa process
for business and tourist travel. In the mean-
time, Ukrainians should continue

torevel in their visa-free trav-
el to Europe, and leave their
hard-earned dollars in coun-
tries that recognise their ac-

complishments in reform.

Lee Reaney,
Editor of Lviv Today
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