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Spring Writing Holiday - Villa Stari Mlin, Bay of Kotor, 
Montenegro  

Monday 30th April – Monday 7th May 2018 

Join us for a fabulous Spring Writing Holiday with bestselling author and University of East Anglia 

and Guardian writing tutor Mark McCrum. The course will be held at Villa Stari Mlin, a luxurious 400-

year-old Montenegrin stone villa on the Lustica peninsula in the small village of Zabrdje, with 

unparalleled views over the famed Bay of Kotor and the Dinaric Alps. 

Our writing course offers something for everyone, and at all levels. How do you create an engaging 

character or write believable dialogue? How do you sustain a plot or structure a memoir? What 

are the essentials of writing engaging, fluent and descriptive prose? How do you deal with writing 

about those you know and love without offending them? 

This will be a relaxed and enjoyable week, with daily sessions on key areas of creative writing, with 

examples drawn from expert practitioners. Whether you are a beginner, a seasoned professional 

who wants to unlock their creative side, or someone who is struggling to finish a novel, memoir, 

or other non-fiction, this course aims to offer practical and well-tried solutions. Everything is 

optional, so there’s no need to feel tied down. 

In addition to writing and delicious food, guests will have a chance to take a boat tour of the Bay 

of Kotor, visiting island monasteries and Venetian Republic fortresses, and will also be given the 

opportunity to visit a working centuries-old family olive farm in a nearby village, learning how to 

taste olive oil like a professional, and trying local delicacies over lunch in the olive press cellar. 

There will also be the opportunity to join walks in the beautiful hills, visiting abandoned mediaeval 

villages and strolling along paths amongst the mediterranean flora. 
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from £1,350pp including: 

 

 

 

• 7 nights’ stay in this beautiful heritage property 

• Full board with dedicated chef, including: 

Buffet breakfast 

Two-course lunch 

Three-course dinner 

• Refreshments available throughout the day 

• Transfers from and to the airport in Montenegro 

• All writing tuition 

 

 

Tuition and Writing 

Each day there will be two writing sessions, from 10 a.m - 12 p.m. and 4.30 - 6.30 p.m. (the exact 

timing of the afternoon session will be flexible depending on excursions, walks etc.) In the 

morning we will meet to do an exercise relating to an area of creative writing, such as character, 

dialogue, narrative or plot. These exercises are intended to develop writing skills in non-fiction 

work such as memoir as much as in fictional endeavours. In the afternoon session we may look 

at and discuss the work of well-known published writers, often from a practical angle, before 

applying lessons learned to our own work. Mark will be on hand at all times to look at individual 

writing problems, whether it be that tricky first chapter of a novel or memoir or a dilemma about 

an overarching structure.  
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Your writing tutor, Mark McCrum 
 

Mark has run masterclasses in memoir for the Guardian and the University of East Anglia, and 

creative writing courses with Dartington Hall’s Ways with Words in Devon and Italy. A seasoned 

professional writer, he has published sixteen books, in genres ranging from travel to crime, five 

of which have been top ten bestsellers. He is also an expert ghost writer, working with everyone 

from the pop star Robbie Williams to forced marriage campaigner Jasvinder Sanghera. Several of 

those who have attended his courses have gone on to produce published work. Mark has an 

excellent knowledge of the world of agents and publishers as well as the pros and cons of self-

publishing. More information can be found on Mark’s website: www.markmccrum.com  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.markmccrum.com/
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Testimonials 
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Villa Stari Mlin 
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Food and Drink 
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Daily Schedule 

 

 

Breakfast 8.30am – 9.30am 

Writing tuition 10.00am – 12.00pm (with a coffee break around 11am) 

Lunch 12.30pm 

Writing tuition 4.30pm - 6.30pm 

Dinner 8pm 
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Excursions 

Kotor and Perast (price per person €20) 

 

 

Lustica olive oil tour (price per person €20) 
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Walking  
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Travel Details 

Suggested itinerary: 
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PRICES 

 
 

How to Book... 

Payment 

Online Transfer: 

Cheque: 

For more details: 

http://www.villastarimlin.com/

