
Palm Beach County Adds 15,700 Jobs Over the Year; August Unemployment 
Rate Drops to 4.4 Percent from 5.3 Percent Year Ago 

  
* Post-Irma Employment Assistance Available 

  
West Palm Beach, Fla. (Sept. 15, 2017) – As Florida and Palm Beach County continue recovery efforts 
following Hurricane Irma, CareerSource Palm Beach County announced a bit of good news today -- the 
county’s 4.4 percent unemployment rate for August 2017 dropped below the year-ago rate of 5.3 
percent. Florida’s unemployment rate is 4.2 percent and the national rate is 4.5 percent, all numbers not 
seasonally adjusted, according to reports released today by CareerSource Palm Beach County and the 
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity. 
  
“The county gained 15,700 new jobs over the year – a 2.6 percent increase – and there were 18,355 
available advertised jobs in August,” said Steve Craig, president and chief executive officer of 
CareerSource Palm Beach County, the nonprofit organization chartered by the state to lead workforce 
development in Palm Beach County.    
  
Palm Beach County’s monthly unemployment rate ranged between 3.9 and 5.3 percent over the past 12 
months, primarily reflecting seasonal fluctuations. This compares favorably with state and national 
levels, and is about one-third of what it was at the 11.6 percent peak unemployment rate of the Great 
Recession in summer 2010. 
  
Job growth by industry sector: On a percentage basis, job gains in August were led by the construction 
industry with 10.1 percent over-the-year job growth, higher than 8.2 percent statewide, reflecting a very 
competitive market for this industry sector. Rebuilding efforts following Hurricane Irma are expected to 
put additional pressure on the already strong demand for construction workers throughout South 
Florida. 
  
The number of jobs in five sectors – construction, other services, education/health services, 
leisure/hospitality, and government – grew faster than statewide over the year. 
  
By the numbers, over-the-year job gains in Palm Beach County were in education/health services 
(+4,300 jobs); leisure/hospitality (+3,700 jobs); construction (+3,500 jobs); professional/business 
services (+3,100 jobs); other services (+1,900 jobs); and government (+1,400 jobs). The manufacturing 
sector was unchanged. Three sectors lost jobs over the year: Financial activities (-1,600 
jobs);  trade/transportation/utilities (-300 jobs); and information (-300 jobs). 
  
Post- Irma employment assistance: CareerSource Palm Beach County is part of a statewide network 
connecting employers with the talent they need to rebuild their businesses and assisting residents who 
are unemployed as a result of Hurricane Irma find new employment. 
  
To assist Floridians in their recovery efforts after Hurricane Irma and ensure benefits are timely 
received, the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) has notified all CareerSource 
organizations throughout the state, including CareerSource Palm Beach County, that they will not 
require Reemployment Assistance and Disaster Unemployment Assistance recipients to register for 
work in the Employ Florida jobs database or submit weekly work search records for all of September. In 



addition, sanctions are suspended for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
Employment & Training Program and the Welfare Transition Program for all of September. 
  
“We are here to help rebuild our employment and economic infrastructure following this tragic storm,” 
Mr. Craig said. “We are working with businesses to provide the talent they need to recover and be 
successful. We also are helping our residents get back to work as quickly as possible to support their 
families.” 
  
West Career Center in Belle Glade remains closed: CareerSource Palm Beach County’s West Career 
Center at 1085 S. Main Street in Belle Glade remains closed until further notice due to damage from 
Hurricane Irma. The Central Career Center at 3400 Belvedere Road in West Palm Beach is open with all 
services available. More information is available at www.careersourcepbc.com or by calling (561) 340-
1060.        
Services for employers: CareerSource provides a comprehensive package of services to help businesses 
compete in today’s challenging marketplace. CareerSource absorbs the cost of most of these services 
including recruitment, assessments and referrals of qualified job candidates; space and staff assistance 
for screening/interviewing candidates; and grants for training employees.  
Services for career seekers: CareerSource is committed to help provide Palm Beach County residents 
with the opportunity to get a great job and build a career. The Central Career Center offers classes and 
facilities for job search, career development and consulting; and grants for job skills training – all at no 
cost for career seekers. Schedules of workshops and employer hiring events are posted 
at www.careersourcepbc.com. 
Next monthly employment reports for Florida and Palm Beach County: State and local employment 
reports for September 2017 are scheduled for release on Oct. 20. 
Whatever career you would like to pursue, the staff at CareerSource offers classes and facilities for job 
searches, grants for job skills training for those who qualify, career development and consulting. During 
the past five program years, CareerSource Palm Beach County assisted more than 118,000 residents find 
employment ranging from entry level to executive suite, with salaries from these jobs creating $2.2 
billion in annual average wages. CareerSource also has awarded nearly $15 million in grants to area 
businesses and employees for training and educational assistance during that time.  
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