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Mount Washington Community Development Corporation 

Tackles Invasive Plants with the Help of  iMapInvasives 

Established in 2005, Emerald View Park is a 257-acre municipal park located in 

the City of Pittsburgh, encircling the neighborhoods of Mount Washington, 

Duquesne Heights, and Allentown. The park was born out of a grassroots effort 

to protect Mount Washington’s steep hillsides and improve the quality of local 

park land. Along with the City of Pittsburgh, the Mount Washington 

Community Development Corporation (MWCDC) currently helps to manage 

and steward this ecological asset which draws more than one million visitors 

annually.   

To effectively steward Emerald View Park, the MWCDC has established a goal 

to identify high-value areas that need to be protected, manage the invasive 

species, and increase the species diversity by planting native trees, shrubs, and 

herbaceous plants in those management areas. To carry out this goal, staff from 

MWCDC identified various invasive species infesting much of the park’s 

woodlands. These species included Japanese knotweed, Japanese honeysuckle, 

garlic mustard, wineberry, multiflora rose, oriental bittersweet, privet, barberry, 

and bush honeysuckle. Operating on a low amount of man-power and a limited 

budget, MWCDC decided to prioritize 

areas for invasive species management by referring to their Master Implementation Plan which identifies high 

priority areas within the park. 

As the MWCDC continues their efforts to remove invasive species 

from Emerald View Park, they have enlisted the help of the 

Pennsylvania iMapInvasives database to systematically structure their 

efforts and track their progress made. “We are hoping that iMapInvasives 

will help us to manage the invasives of Emerald View Park in the most efficient 

way and to use a system of data collection that is repeatable,” says Judith 

Koch, Park Manager for the MWCDC. “The MWCDC has restoration 

interns on a regular basis that work on invasive species projects.  Having these 

students trained and working with iMapInvasives helps them to broaden their experience and enrich their resumes.” Judith adds 

that “iMapInvasives is a very helpful tool which allows our organization to track a diverse set of data in projects that include 

volunteer and staff hours spent on invasive species treatment efforts as well as efforts related to fundraising which need to be 

reported back to the appropriate funders.” 

To learn more on how your organization can begin utilizing iMapInvasives, please contact us at 

imapinvasives@paconserve.org or review information found on the Pennsylvania iMapInvasives homepage. 

Habitat and view restoration at Emerald View Park.                                                        

Former restoration intern cares for native trees and shrubs planted by MWCDC. 

       MWCDC’s Workforce Development Program 

“Emerald Trails Corps” works on invasive species 

removal along with trail building. 
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“iMapInvasives is a very 

helpful tool which allows our 

organization to track a diverse 

set of data…” 

-Judith Koch, MWCDC Park Manager 

http://mwcdc.org/
http://mwcdc.org/
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010254.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010263.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010274.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010303.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010245.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010240.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010235.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010260.pdf
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_010229.pdf
http://www.imapinvasives.org/paimi/login/
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iMapInvasives Mobile 

App Now Available! 

The new iMapMobile App 

allows for quick and easy 

invasive species reporting for 

citizen scientists and natural 

resource professionals.  

Download it from the 

Google Play Store and the 

Apple App Store today. For 

more details, see our mobile 

app user manual. 

Tanya Meyer 

Invasive Plant Projects Coordinator  

Sinnemahoning Invasive Plant Management Area (SIPMA) 

 

“After sending a SIPMA spreadsheet of all our invasive plant 

locations to PA iMapInvasives, our point data was uploaded to 

the database by the administrative staff. Though we are still 

learning, we are finding that iMapInvasives is an incredibly 

powerful tool for both mapping and management.” 

Brian Pilarcik 

Watershed Specialist 

Crawford County Conservation District 

 

“On a local level, iMapInvasives is an easy-to-use database for 

the District to track invasive species in Crawford County. It 

allows me to quickly query a species of concern to locate existing 

reports as well as track our own work. The database has the 

added benefit of not only allowing us to see trends statewide, but 

also infestations across participating state borders. In addition to 

the database, the iMapInvasives staff have always been ready to 

jump in and assist with both local and statewide initiatives.” 

Invasive species are constantly on the move and entering new areas. The following invaders are not known to occur in 

Pennsylvania; however, to prevent their spread into our state, it’s best to vigilant for these and other Early Detection species. 

Asian Longhorned Beetle 

(Anoplophora glabripennis) 

Diffuse Knapweed

(Centaurea diffusa) 

Alligator-Weed      

(Alternanthera philoxeroides) 

Asian Carp (Including Silver, Bighead, and Black)              

(Various species) 

Marsh Thistle     

(Cirsium palustre) 

Chinese Mitten Crab 

(Eriocheir sinensis) 

Red Shiner               

(Cyprinella lutrensis) 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ltc.imapapp&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/imapinvasives-mobile/id1021998638?mt=8
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http://media.wix.com/ugd/bd649e_74e0ee196d7949e4a6e7b4545c11540f.pdf
http://www.sipmapa.org/about.shtml
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The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy Conducts 

Treatment Efforts in Erie County  

Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) are areas which support 

Pennsylvania’s rare, threatened, or endangered species, as well as plant 

communities that are considered to be rare or exceptional in the state.  

Mercyhurst Fen is one of those places, located in Erie County on a property 

owned by Mercyhurst University. 

Fens are a type of wetland ecosystem fed by mineral-rich 

groundwater. This site, known as the Mercyhurst Fen 

Natural Heritage Area includes a Buckthorn—Sedge—

Golden Ragwort Fen, a type of fen community that 

supports several species of rare plants. Located at the 

base of an ancient beach ridge,  it is the first documented 

fen of this type in Pennsylvania’s Erie basin, as other fens 

in the region are typically associated with seeps along 

bluffs. 

Unfortunately, invasive plants spreading into Mercyhurst 

Fen threaten its integrity by slowly but progressively 

outcompeting and crowding out native, rare, and 

endangered species. In September 2015, staff from the 

Heritage Program, Pennsylvania Sea Grant, and 

Ecological Field Services working as part of the Lake 

Erie Cooperative Weed  Management Area (LEW 

CWMA) teamed up to treat a variety of plants at the site, 

including common reed (Phragmites australis ssp. australis), 

narrow-leaf cattail (Typha angustifolia), Japanese 

knotweed (Polygonum  cuspidatum), reed canary-grass 

(Phalaris arundinacea), buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), 

multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris), Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), 

Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), colt’s foot (Tussilago farfara), privet spp. (Ligustrum spp.), and honeysuckle 

spp. (Lonicera spp.). 

One of the main species targeted for this treatment effort was common reed (Phragmites australis ssp. 

australis) since much of the fen was dominated by tall stands of this aggressive invader, well-known for its 

ability to create monocultures and outcompete all other native plants in areas where it becomes established. 

A chemical application of glyphosate 

was applied to all of the invasive species 

currently found in the fen through the 

use of backpack sprayers and hand 

swabbing. These tools were chosen as 

the appropriate treatment measures as 

they allowed staff to be selective in the 

plants that were treated while 

minimizing any chance to drift onto 

nearby native plants. 

Data for this treatment effort was 

collected and recorded in PA 

iMapInvasives and is accessible to 

anyone with at least a Level 6 user 

account.  For more information on how 

to create and query for treatment 

records, please visit the Reference 

Guides section on our homepage. 

Amy Jewitt treats invasive species found in the                            

Natural Heritage Area known as Mercyhurst Fen. 

Aerial view of Mercyhurst Fen treatment polygon created in PA iMapInvasives.             

Additional details for this record are accessible by logging into the database. 
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