
 
 

College Interview: 

preparation  
 

What to expect?  

The ultimate aim of the college interview is to… 

 Discover a bit more about you and your reasons behind choosing that 

course/ college  

 Find out more about your passion, motivation and commitment to your 

chosen course  

 Assess your suitability for the course you have chosen; do you have the 

required predicted grades? Do you have the relevant skills and talent to 

succeed on the course? Is another course potentially more suitable for you?  

 Look ahead to where you want to be after your finish the course and how it 

relates to your future goals  

 Explore any previous experience you might have that will demonstrate your 

likely commitment towards the course and help you to succeed whilst at 

college  

 For example: extracurricular activities, such as prefect duty that 

demonstrate your commitment towards school 

Any work experience where you might have developed vital skills which 

you could use on the course (e.g. problem solving, time management, 

organisation skills etc.)  

 

  

Remember: a college interview is 

different to a job interview. If you 

would like help preparing for a work 

related interview, please use the 

‘Interview Guidelines’ booklet. This 

can be collected from Miss McGuinness 

in the LRC.  

 

 



 
 

 

How should I prepare?  

 Read the information you received from the college inviting you to the 

interview and make sure you complete 

any tasks you have been asked to do. It is 

also important you think about when and 

where you need to be and ensure that you 

organise yourself accordingly.   

 Nearly all colleges will have asked you to 

complete a personal statement before the 

interview. Read this to prepare and make 

sure you bring a copy along with you. If 

you have applied for the Colchester Sixth 

Form, it is essential that you bring a hand 

written copy of your statement along 

with you 

 Remember interviewers would like to see your passion, motivation and 

commitment towards your chosen 

course, so think carefully about why you 

have chosen the course.  

 

 

 Think carefully about your talent, skills and personal qualities and how 

you might have the opportunity to develop these further on the course  

 For example: you might have a strong eye for detail and enjoy the 

challenge of solving complex problems which could help you to suceed 

on a mathematics course  

 Consider any previous experiences you might have had (e.g. work 

experience, volunteering, extracurricular activities) that could relate to 

your course (or your ability to succeed on the course) and talk about these 

at the interview  

 Think ahead to what you want to do next after 

finishing the course and your future career goals  

 For example: do you want to go on to study 

at University? Do you have a particular job 

you want to do after finishing your studies?   

 

 

TIP: if you have applied for a course 

within the area of ‘creative arts & 

design’ you may have been asked to 

prepare the following: 

 Performing Arts: you might be 

required to audition as part of the 

interview process 

 Art & Design/ photography: you might 

be asked to provide a portfolio of 

previous work 

 

 

TIP: take time to think about 

what has inspired you to study 

this course… 

 Career aspirations? 

 Particular role models? 

 A particular experience?  

 

 

TIP: The Colchester Sixth 

Form describe their college 

interviews as an extra careers 

interview, specific to their 

courses and potential 

pathways for you as a new 

student joining their college.  



 
 

 

 

Is there anything else I can do?  

 Practice – If the idea of being interviewed by someone you haven’t met 

before makes you nervous, it is 

always a good idea to practice 

beforehand with someone you are 

comfortable with (e.g. a parent, 

friend, careers officer) as this 

should help you to feel more 

prepared and relaxed on the day  

 Research – use college 

prospectuses and online resources to 

learn more about the college(s) and 

course(s) you are applying for.  
 

  

 

 

Need more help?  

Visit Miss McGuinness in the LRC for advice and to collect the ‘Interview 

Guidelines’ for more specific interview advice.  

TIP: While a College interview is not as 

formal as a job interview, some of the 

same rules still apply such as making a 

good first impression! Check out this 

link below for useful tips: 

https://www.barclayslifeskills.com/i-want-to-

prepare-for-an-interview/school/handling-

nerves-at-job-interviews  

https://www.barclayslifeskills.com/i-want-to-

prepare-for-an-interview/school/how-not-to-

perform-in-an-interview  
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