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January 31, 2015, Organized by the Collaboration Working Group of JPIC Promoters
Marinelle Perroni* shared fresh perspectives on women, mainly, discipleship to Jesus and resilience as a desirable term of discourse on the theme of Women in the Church today. She said that if the New Testament (NT) is studied from the testimony of men and women closest to the perspective of Jesus of Nazareth, women will appear as strong figures. The great effort that we are trying to make is that which will open to resilience, not resistance. It is about forcing things to go beyond the divide of men and women. Probably, we won’t see the results. Transformation has just begun. What we need to do is to modify the perspective: hope for resilience; deepen resilience which is the capability of people in face of challenges to organize their lives in relation to their experience in the light of the change they experience. This requires a change in the way everybody conceives the human factor through the demand of women to retain a gender-vision/perspective, that ‘women’ is not a DERIVATIVE. The ‘RIB’ is not derived, it means equal. Women are not to give up; I hope we can make it. 
Some important points made at the seminar: (for more, read notes by Ken and Teresa)
a) We are “heirs of the 2,000-year theology and heirs to the 200-year theology done by women.”  The NT presents ‘DISCIPLESHIP, a basic category of the relationship with Jesus; discipleship that was a reality for the group of disciples of Jesus. DISCIPLESHIP is “to follow and to serve”- The group of disciples of Jesus had a relationship due to their relationship to their MASTER, men and women disciples where the women were part of the following of Jesus. Discipleship of equals is a group of disciples who are all equal; women participation in the different churches suffered marginalization.  
b) In the Gospels, she cited specific examples:  

· Mark named women 3 times:  a) at the Cross, b) at the TOMB, and c) when Jesus was Risen: death, burial, resurrection. Women were the only ones who experienced the foundation. Women were physically present at these events. For Mark, the peak moment was the testimony of the centurion, a person of faith, and some women who were looking from afar - Mary mother of James, Mary Magdalene, etc. Mark also wrote about overcoming of taboos (wall of resistance). There is always a woman on the borders.  Mark’s anonymous woman leads us to post-Paschal disciples to be men and women disciples where we find tensions. Jesus takes a stand in defense of women disciples. The model is to search for “peaceful co-existence”. (Mark/John) Judas – “she spends too much money”.  Jesus – “Be quiet, let her be.” 
· Matthew wrote to a community of Jesus being of the territory of borders:  “I came for the lost sheep of Israel”,  an important discourse (between the Syro-Phoenician woman and the dogs) which affects the mission of the Church:  ‘even dogs are entitled to the good that fall off the table’.
· John wrote about the two women representing opportunities to have a dialogue with Jesus to express a revelation : the Samaritan Woman where he shows that women have the function to reason from their standpoint, theological obstacles and knowledge and Martha’s confession of faith, a theological discourse between  Jesus and Martha who recognized him:  “You are the Resurrection and the Life”. Mary of Magdala – represents the highest point – the role of the 4th Gospel, a role without which there would not have been a Christian community. We have a Mary Magdalene who is portrayed as the woman disciple. “Woman, what are you searching?” “Don’t touch me”; “don’t hold me back”; don’t tie me back to earth; I will ascend; you are now the disciple of the Risen One.” She understands and interprets her role as someone who keeps the figure of the dead Master ALIVE!  
*Currently teaching at San Anselmo University, Rome.
