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EDITORIAL: There is much in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation 
Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) that has applications for all of us. Pope 
Francis takes inspiration from Martin Luther King Jr when he elaborates 
on the ways that love endures all things and is ready to confront any 
challenge. He calls us to consider that “When we rise to the level of love, 
of its great beauty and power, we seek only to defeat evil systems. Individuals 
who happen to be caught up in that system, we love, but we seek to defeat 
the system…” (AL #118 for Sermon delivered at Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church) Such words continue to develop the importance of the emphasis 
of Laudato Si on our care for one another and our efforts to advocate and 
create needed changes. In order to deal with systems, the JPIC Promoters 
in Rome are making connections to what they are doing here with their 
congregations. 

In this issue of Newsbrief our articles highlight the responses that are hopeful within the challenges that we are 
to face. By coordinating our responses, we are encouraged in our efforts to make this world a better place. 
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NONVIOLENCE AND JUST PEACE CONFERENCE 

A conference sponsored by Pax Christi Internation-
al and the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 
(PCJP), April 11-13, brought together more than 80 
people for an unprecedented gathering to discuss the 
Catholic Church’s history of and commitment to non-
violence. The conference on “Nonviolence and Just 
Peace: Contributing to the Catholic Understanding of 
and Commitment to Nonviolence” was organized by 
the Justice and Peace Commission of the UISG/USG, 
the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, Mary-

knoll missioners, Colum-
ban missioners and Pace e 
Bene. Many participants 
were from conflict areas. 
The final outcome doc-
ument, “An appeal to 
the Catholic Church to 
recommit to the centrality 
of Gospel nonviolence,” 
was affirmed during the 
final assembly. It is a 
commitment to further 
Catholic understanding 

and practice of active nonviolence on the road to just 
peace. Conference participants committed to keeping 
alive a conversation on the many complex issues re-
lated to the meeting and statement, and will look for 
ways to support the Church’s work for nonviolence—
to “integrate Gospel nonviolence explicitly into the 
life, including the sacramental life, and work of the 
Church through dioceses, parishes, agencies, schools, 
universities, seminaries, religious orders, voluntary 
associations, and others.” For the interview of bishop 
Luigi Bettazzi and Vittorio Alberti by Vatican Radio 
in Italian: http://it.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/04/15/
pax_christi,_bettazzi_non_parliamo_pi%C3%B9_
di_%E2%80%98guerra_giusta/1223023. Other 
media coverage: http://www.paxchristi.net/news/
media-coverage-international-conference-nonvio-
lence-and-just-peace/5885#sthash.exJNkKTR.dpbs.

LINKS: Click underlined blue text to open a link or copy and paste the url on your browser window

Panelists (L-R): Marie Dennis, Co-President of Pax Christi International, Arch-
bishop John Baptist Odama of Gulu, Uganda and Sr. Filo Hiroto, MMB, JPIC 
Commission of UISG/UIG and Board Member of UISG.

Cardinal Turkson, president of PCJP
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Special RepoRt

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN BRAZIL

On April 4th, JPIC Promoters in Rome gathered to listen to a pres-
entation by Br. Rodrigo Peret, OFM, who joined them in an on-
line conference at 4:00 am, Brazil time. The session was planned 

by the Integrity of Creation Working Group (ICWG).
Rodrigo first outlined the current political situation in Brazil (http://
media.wix.com/ugd/e7a99a_f7fb73b0d92f48cab33eceed9263718c.pdf ). 
He said that the situation has changed in Brazil where in previous years 
social policies had started to improve people’s lives. However, for political 
and economic reasons the country is now experiencing social unrest and is 
facing a national crisis. Rodrigo told us that against this backdrop, mining 
has become a complex and threatening issue. There is now bitter conflict 
about the Brazilian oil reserves which once provided economic benefits for 

the country and had been seen as a paradigm of wealth and development. Now, Rodrigo said, movements against 
this form of mining are trying to construct a ‘new narrative’. He commented that Laudato Si’ had become a help-
ful instrument in building this new narrative.
Some of the issues that are seen as a threat to Brazil by the mining industry include the merging of boundaries 
between private business and government support. Extractive mining is promoted as bringing development and 
employment but in fact it has great environmental and social impacts. Communities and families, not only at 
the mining site but where land is needed for dams or roads, are displaced from their homes. Communities are 
usually not well-informed about the impact and changes to their social structures and have little participation in 
decision-making. Ecosystems are affected causing implications for fisheries, agriculture and clean water. Open-
pit mining is a common form of mining which removes thousands of tons of soil and wastes massive amounts of 
water in the process of excavation. Contamination of soil and water is often the result.

The mining boom in Brazil, which began in the early 1990s, is now ex-
periencing a decline. (China’s economic slowdown; the drop in the price 
of iron ore, etc.). Rodrigo explained that the social disadvantage is now 
becoming more obvious because a large proportion of social policies were 
being paid for by extractive mining profits. Irresponsible and unregulated 
mining practices are becoming more widely known. The Mariana toxic 
mudslide of November 2015 exposed gross unsafe practices and has cause 
homelessness, loss of employment and an area suffering from deforestation 
without adequate responsibility for compensation.
The new narrative in mining is coming from the many movements and 
groups which are highlighting ‘predatory’ extractive mining. They are pro-
posing new options for a post-extractive society. Their shared conviction 
is that the world does not need to depend only on extractives. Included 
among the many responses put forward are: dealing with reparations, 

changing legislation, using new technologies, committing to involvement of local communities, discerning what 
is dispensable and what is indispensable in extractives and bringing accountability into mining policies. 

Organization is important. Rodrigo described the increase of Church and 
faith groups which are networking and uniting to raise awareness. He 
spoke of small grassroot movements which are meeting and confronting 
the issues created by mining. He spoke of the relationship with the Pontif-
ical Council for Justice and Peace and the hope that is engendered by that 
dialogue. This year, Cardinal Turkson will attend a meeting in Brazil about 
these issues and also visit the site of the Mariana mudslide. Rodrigo spoke 
about Movements such as ‘Churches and Mining’ and ‘People’s Dialogue’ 
which share the aims of the new narrative for mining. He said, “Our 
aim is not to create another network but to put people in touch with the 
movements which exist.”
Other constructive efforts that were brought forward in the question and 

answer session included the communication on mining in Ghana that is being reported in the National Catholic 
Reporter (USA); the plans for awareness-raising at the next World Social Forum in Montreal, the connections 

Br. Rodrigo Peret, OFM online video.

The collapsed dam in Mariana, Minas Gerais state, un-
leashed a surge of thick, red toxic mud that devastated 
the nearby village of Bento Rodrigues.

Grassroot movements hold protest rally in Brazil. 
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that have been made between Laudato Si’ and mining, 
etc.  The group attending this presentation discussed 
the importance of networking and the many common 
issues in their working groups which were reflected 
in the mining situation in Brazil.—By Anne Corry, RSCJ, 
ICWG member
Source: “International solidarity is very important and urgent” by 
Br. Rodrigo Péret, OFM.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER FOCUSES 
ON MINING STORIES

The National Catholic Reporter (NCR) is continuing 
to visit countries in an effort to focus on the effects of 
mining in areas around the world. Now, requests have 
been made for the countries of Honduras and Guatema-
la. Our contribution has been through contacts we have 
received from persons who completed the Impacts of 
Mining Survey in 2013. Nearly 30 persons were invited 
to participate in the study for these two countries.
The reporter, Malcolm Garcia, is seeking information 
regarding environmental, worker safety issues, impact 
on the local communities and advocacy efforts. If 
anyone else would like to participate in this research, 
please e-mail jpicroma@gmail.com.
Melanie Lidman, Africa/Middle East Correspondent, 
Global Sisters Report, expressed much gratitude for the 
contributions from the ICWG survey group because it 
put her in touch with those working on the ground in 
Ghana. She reflected: “It was definitely an interesting 
and sobering experience.”  We will post an announce-
ment when her articles are released. 

VISIT TO CENTRO ASTALLI MINISTRY  
FOR REFUGEES

On  April 7th, about a dozen JPIC Promoters gath-
ered at Centro Astalli for a tour and to hear about this 
far-reaching and important ministry for refugees in 
Rome. The Jesuits have been providing and developing 
this important service for 35 years. This experience was 
hosted by the Refugees and Migrants Working Group 
(RMWG). Many of the members donate to this minis-

try and some host or are considering to host some ref-
ugees on the property of their congregations in Rome 
and in other parts of the world. Most of those in the 
group knew something about the ministry; many of 
them had even heard Sr. Maria Jose give a presentation 
on what they do and how they are organized. 
However, on this morning we actually experienced  
Centro Astalli.  We saw the “post office” which gives 
the refugees an address where they can receive all of 
their mail, which is a part of the process for achiev-
ing refugee status in Italy.  We saw men picking up 
their cups of soap so that they could step into a warm 
shower and remove the grime of travel in the streets 
of Rome. We saw the room where people come to tell 
their story and to receive help in refining it, so that 
when they go before the Italian authorities, they have 
the best chance of being recognized and accepted. We 
heard how hard it is for so many of these very private 
people to speak of the atrocities and the abuses which 
drove them from their homeland.
We learned that the building we were in was only 
one of many in the metropolitan area, and the terms 
“shelters for men,” and “for women” and “for families” 
took on a whole new meaning. We visited the phar-
macy and met the volunteer pharmacist who organizes 
donated medications and distributes them to those 
in need. And we knew that what we were seeing and 
hearing was still only the tip of the iceberg of all of the 
services that this organization provides.
As our visit drew to a close, we gathered in the chapel 
and heard stories of what some of the people had been 
through. But we also heard some of their desires—to 
be normal, to go for ice cream, to visit in someone’s 
home, to be a person—to live with full human dignity, 
to be able to begin again in a new place.
Finally, we heard of many ways in which we, even 
with our erratic schedules and frequent trips out of 
town, can volunteer to do. We know that donations 
are always welcomed and would be put to good use. 
This website will tell you all you need to know: http://
centroastalli.it/category/volontari/.—By Sr. Pat McMahon, 
OSF, RMWG member 

UPDATE ON THE VIOLENCE IN EAST CONGO 

The Vicar General of the 
Augustinians of the As-
sumption, Rev. Fr. Ema-
nuel Kihugho Kahindo, 
met with Spanish-Portu-
guese JPIC Promoters at 
the UISG office on April 
6 to update them about 
the atrocities in the Kivu–
Ituri District of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC). Here, a large number of civilians, including  

JPIC Promoters visit Centro Astalli (L-R): Sr. Dirce Limberger, OSF, Sr. Maria Jose 
Merodio (Centro Astalli staff), Sr. Nonata Bezerra, SND, Sr. Anne McCabe, SM.

Rev. Fr. Emanuel Kihugho Kahindo.
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men, women and children, have been systematically 
massacred by machetes and other rudimentary weap-
ons, causing terror among local communities, particu-
larly the Nande ethnic group. 
The session began by a prayer for Fr. Vincent Machozi, 
AA, who was assassinated by people in military uni-
form on March 21. While the Assumption community 
mourns this loss, there is still yet no news about three 
other priests who disappeared three years ago.
Fr. Emmanuel gave a brief historical background of the 
conflict, which he said is all about the geopolitics of 
the great lakes. The crisis started with the genocide in 
Rwanda during which the Tutsi minority were the vic-
tims. The Hutus majority fled and crossed the border to 
East Congo where they have lived for several decades.
He also explained the economic side of the conflict. 
According to his sources, several foreign nations are 
perpetuating the conflict to benefit from the rare min-
erals available in the area such as diamond, gold and 
coltan (cfr. Coltan de sang and Congo en Histoire). 
The international community has shown very little 
effort to end the atrocities and bring their perpetrators 
to justice because of its probable direct involvement, 
in collaboration with political figures of the great lakes 
region (Congo, Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi).
Fr. Emanuel asked JPIC Promoters to be agents of 
truth because the mainstream media is not reporting 
the truth about the cause of the suffering of innocent 
people and those who try to tell the truth. Watch this 
video which gives witness of what is happening in Beni 
Lubero DRC: http://www.ktotv.com/video/00103880/
republique-democratique-du-congo. 

REFLECTION DAYS DEEPEN JPIC VALUES

A JPIC inter-congregational retreat was held April 15-17 
at the Society of Divine Savior General House in Rome 
under the direction of Fr. Francisco O’Conaire, OFM. 
Representatives from 18 congregational members of 
USG/UISG, participated in order to deepen their JPIC 
values and animate their communities to integrate these 
values with a growing awareness in their life and mission.

These reflection days allowed us to see that justice, 
peace and integrity of creation are the values of the 
Kingdom of God which characterized the mission of 
Jesus, sent by the Father to fulfill His plan of love and 
salvation for humanity (cf. Lk 4: 16-21). Accordingly, 
discipleship involves taking these values in relation 
with oneself, with others, with creation and with God. 
At the same time, they lead one to be committed to 
social evangelization, to collaborate in the transforma-
tion of unjust structures that impoverish the world’s 
populations and threaten human dignity, which we see 
today more than ever.
The topics shared included the general JPIC guidelines, 
the deepening reflection on the encyclical Laudato 
Si, the spirituality of JPIC, the role of the animator 
and training in the light of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. These and other aspects of great interest were 
shared in a climate of fraternity, enriched by the cele-
bration of the Eucharist every day, including the added 
cameraderie around the festive table, all of which dou-
bled the commitment and joy of the participants in 
these days.—By Sr. Julia Arciniegas, FMA

Fr. Francisco O’Conaire, OFM and Fr. Kennedy Katon-
go, OMI met to discuss possibilities of using materials 
from the National Formation Seminar and the forma-
tion sessions conducted by the Africa Working Group.

ANTI-TRAFFICKING QUOTES IN LAUDATO SI  

The English JPIC Promoters meeting on April 20 
highlighted anti-trafficking issues mentioned by Pope 
Francis in his encyclical Laudato Si. The meeting was 
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coordinated by Anti-trafficking Working Group. Us-
ing the See Judge and Act methodology, presentations 
began with a short film which provided an effective 
overview of the global dimensions of human traffick-
ing. Sr. Maamalifar Poreku, MSOLA, who co-chairs 
the group, referenced the International Conference on 
Combating Human Trafficking at the Vatican in April 
2014. The presentation on Laudato Si concentrated 
on three areas: 1) the inconsistency of combating traf-
ficking in endangered species, while remaining indif-
ferent to the face of human trafficking (LS 91); 2) the 
culture of relativism, which drives one person to take 
advantage of another, to treat others as mere objects, 
imposing forced labor on them or enslaving them to 
pay their debts, the same kind of thinking that leads to 
the sexual exploitation of children (LS 123); finally 3) 
omission of state responsibility for their people which 
leaves room for business groups to come forward in 
the guise of benefactors, wield real power and consider 
themselves exempt from certain rules, to the point of 
tolerating different forms of organized crime, human 
trafficking, the drug trade, and violence, all of which 
become very difficult to eradicate. ( LS 197) 
During the general group sharing that followed the 
table discussion, the promoters raised the following 
challenges: the enormity of this issue, understanding 
the issue, and collaborating with other groups—civil 
society as well as faith-based groups. Emphasis was put 
on the importance of collaborative power for good, 
the need to educate ourselves continually and deeply.  
Human trafficking was recognized as “an animal with 
many heads,” so holistic, multi-faceted approaches, 
coordinating efforts, and creative leadership are always 
needed. The global situation of economic inequality 
was considered at the center of human trafficking. 
Government collusion and labor laws that are not re-
spected or implemented were also mentioned. The im-
portance of job training and life skills and the sad real-
ity of parents forced to sell their own children werealso 
discussed. Talitha Kum director Sr. Gabrielle Bottani 
joined the promoters for this meeting and shared the 
Talitha Kum reality and context.
While the women congregations are often recognized 
for their efforts, the men congregations are overlooked.  
Therefore, it was important to hear from those present 
about their members’ grassroots efforts. There was also 
recognition of the forms of human trafficking that oc-
cur within religious congregations today, in particular 
labor practices and vocational recruitment (especially 
the situation of recruiting without proper initial forma-
tion for the primary purpose of care of elderly mem-
bers). The promoters present renewed commitment to 
networking at the local level and strengthening connec-
tions worldwide. The need for a growing male presence 
in the efforts was recognized.
Two of the presentations by women religious engaged 
in combating this evil and other videos can be found 

at http://www.freetheslaves.net/building-awareness/
videos/. See PPT on Human Trafficking in Laudato Si 
at http://www.jpicroma.org/#!laudato-si/ccaz.

NEW JPIC RESOURCES

Water shortages—a security concern. You are encour-
aged to read an article by Nathan Halverson which 
quoted people from the US government and diplo-
macy talking about the seriousness of water shortages 
and its implications for security. It mentions concerns 
expressed by multinational corporations, such as Nes-
tle, regarding the threats derived from water crisis for 
their company’s survival. There are stories attributing 
violent conflicts in Yemen and Syria to the shortage 
of water. In 2009, the US Ambassador to Yemen was 
quoted as saying: “The effects of water scarcity will 
leave the rich and powerful largely unaffected. These 
examples illustrate how the rich always have a creative 
way of getting water, which not only is unavailable to 
the poor, but also cuts into the un-replenishable sup-
ply.” Saudi Arabia has now bought water rights to raise 
irrigated alfalfa in the arid US southwest, in California 
and Arizona. This cattle feed will then be shipped to 
Saudi Arabia to feed their dairy cows, saving Saudia 
Arabia the water needed to raise the feed on its land, 
which it has been doing up until now. Meanwhile, 
the US becomes increasingly concerned about lack of 
water to raise its crops in Calif. and Ariz. http://grist.
org/news/global-leaders-are-very-worried-about-water-
shortages/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newslet-
ter&utm_campaign=daily-horizon.—By Ken Thesing, MM, 
ICR at FAO member and chair) 

KIDLAP Magazine is 
the official, semi-annual 
publication of the Rural 
Missionaries of the Philip-
pines-Northern Mindanao 
Sub-Region (RMP-NMR), 
Inc. The March 2016 issue 
contains relevant infor-
mation on the state of hu-
man rights in Mindanao, 
Philippines, which need 
public attention. The fea-
ture articles and abstracts 
of various commissioned 

researches in this magazine promise to offer a system-
atic analyses of issues such as the impact of industrial 
practices on the well-being of indigenous communities 
in Mindanao. They are also useful to anyone who are 
interested in social research of regional and sectoral 
issues pertaining to indigenous peoples or the Lumads. 
Download a copy of the March 2016: http://www.
jpicroma.org/#!justice/c1zq1.
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JPIC EVENTS IN MAY 2016

�� Peace-building Workshop for Religious: May 
16, 9:00 am-5:00 pm at Pontifical University of St. 
Thomas Aquinas–Angelicum

�� English JPIC Promoters meeting: May 18, 9:00 
am-12:00 noon, hosted by the Collaboration WG

�� Refugee/Migrant WG meeting: May 19, 3:00 pm-
5:00 pm at Fratelli delle Scuole Cristiane

�� Baroness Analey on sexual violence in conflict 
zones: May 21, 9:00 am-12:00 noon at Fratelli 
delle Scuole Cristiane  (Please RSVP by May 14)

�� JPIC Commission Board meeting: May 23, 9:00 
am to 12:00 noon at UISG office

�� Anti-trafficking WG meeting: May 24, 3:00 pm-
5:00 pm at Fratelli delle Scuole Cristiane

�� ICR at FAO WG meeting: May 24, 3:00 pm-5:00 
pm at the Passionist Center

�� Integrity of Creation WG meeting: May 26, 3:00 
pm-5:00 pm at the Fratelli delle Scuole Cristiane

Other Dates to Remember
�� The Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) 

has launched a website dedicated to Laudato Si 
Week, June 12-19, 2016, to celebrate one year 
since the release of Pope Francis’ encyclical on 
the Care of our Common Home. All member-or-
ganizations of GCCM need to register in order 
to access the site. If you are planning to have an 
event for this anniversary, share it with all in the 
movement at http://laudatosiweek.org/index.php/
events-home/. Sign up as a participating organi-
zation at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yAVr-
jP-VyaTCwfDtRoy70uwPzdsxhZXvjoSvuEY7l68/
viewform?c=0&w=1. 

�� Grant writing and Fundraising for Missionary 
projects. Salvatorian office for International aid 
(SOFIA) is announcing a one-week workshop 
for religious women and men working for their 
missionary projects. September 12-16 at Villa 
Maria, Largo G. Berchet, 00152 Rome. Please see 
flyer for more details: http://media.wix.com/ugd/
e7a99a_6486b2ef524d45e2850abfda1f22c8ef.pdf

�� JPIC Formation Workshop: November 9-12, 
at Casa per Ferie Enrico De Osso, Via Val Can-
nuta 134, 00167 Roma. For more information 
or to register, please visit http://www.jpicroma.
org/#!workshop-registration/c1s1o.

U.N. DAYS 
(available in English and Spanish)

15 May—International Day of the Family has 
the theme: Families, healthy lives and sustainable 
future. The day provides an opportunity to pro-
mote awareness of issues relating to families and 
to increase knowledge of the social, economic and 
demographic processes affecting families. http://
www.un.org/en/events/familyday/
21 May—World Day for Cultural Diversity for 
Dialogue and Development. The day provides us 
with an opportunity to deepen our understanding 
of the values of cultural diversity and to learn to 
live together better.  http://www.un.org/en/events/
culturaldiversityday/
22 May—International Day for Biological Diver-
sity. Theme: Mainstreaming Biodiversity: Sustaining 
People and Their Livelihoods. Biodiversity is the 
foundation for life and the essential services provided 
by ecosystems. https://www.cbd.int/idb/2016/

MAY INTENTIONS FOR POPE FRANCIS

�� Universal: That in every country of the world, 
women may be honored and respected and 
that their essential contribution to society may 
be highly esteemed.

�� Evangelization: That families, communities, 
and groups may pray the Holy Rosary for 
evangelization and peace.

We pray in gratitude for the 175 countries that 
signed the Paris Agreement on 22nd of April 2016 
at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. 
For a complete list of the signatories, please go to 
http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/en/a-record-over-160-
countries-expected-to-sign-the-paris-agreement-
in-new-york-on-22-april-2016/ 


